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It’s hard to believe that we are already in our last month of summer!
As we try to soak up the sun and spend time vacationing before the
school year begins, there is not as much news to report in this issue of
The Love Letter. However, there are still several ways to be involved at
Lord of Love in August.
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Summer Worship Schedule
Sun. 9:00 a.m. Worship Service
Sun. 10:00 a.m. Breakfast and
Fellowship

This summer, worship begins at 9:00 a.m. each Sunday, and every
week following worship, you can attend summer breakfast in the
Fellowship Hall (see page 6, Nurture). On August 2, the youth who went
to New Orleans will be serving breakfast and sharing their experiences
from their trip to the ELCA youth gathering (see page 16, LOL Youth).
During August, you can also volunteer in our Community Garden by
helping to harvest produce (see page 9, Outreach). In addition, you can
prepare for the Mission Ministry Team’s upcoming book drive, which
will be held in September (see page 9, Outreach). Start collecting books
to donate to the Literacy Center for the Midlands.
To stay informed about the work our church council is doing and for
highlights from past and upcoming occurrences at Lord of Love, you can
read articles written by our council president and vice-president (see
pages 10 and 11, Council Report & Transition/Call Process Update).
Finally, we will soon be preparing for a new program year here at Lord of
Love. Please prayerfully consider how you will be involved. There are
opportunities to be part of the worship services, education programs,
and outreach efforts of our congregation. Contact a council member for
more information.
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PASTOR’S PAGE
Hopes and Dreams for the Summer and Beyond by Pastor Bob
What are our hopes and dreams? What is
realistic for us to accomplish if we chip away at
it a piece at a time?”

Dear Friends in Christ,
I am beginning to hear from you what I find
myself also saying this time of year…. “Where
has the summer gone?” What happened to
those warm lazy summer days that we were
going to enjoy? From my perspective, they did
not seem lazy nor were they warm! The days
pass by so quickly, don’t they?

This will be an exciting church year for Lord of
Love because you will be doing just that! You
will be talking about your hopes and dreams for
the future and what kind of Pastor might be for
your congregation.
I hope you will find yourselves not just getting
caught up in the activities of school and work,
but that you will also find yourself looking
forward to another church year of growing in
your faith in Christ.

I have decided it is time for me to sit down and
think over what I really want to do before Labor
Day; what one thing will make me feel that I
have enjoyed summer and am ready to move
on to autumn. I hope that you, too, will take the
time to decide what will make the summer
complete for you…then do it and enjoy
yourself!

If you have not been to worship recently, now is
a good time to get back into the habit. We miss
you! The summer is not completely over.
Services are at 9:00 a.m. until September 13th.
I know we are going to have a great rest of the
summer together.

Just as our summers get away from us, so do
the seasons and years. As a congregation,
there are times when we need to sit down and
ask ourselves, “What do we want to accomplish
this year? What will make us feel real good
about being a church in this community?
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WORSHIP
Tape Ministry: Getting to Know Ellen Nore by Karen Pickens and Rachel Novak
On a hot Nebraska summer day, Rachel and I went out to Heritage Pointe
to visit with Ellen Nore and gather information for her life story. We got
there just in time to see her and her friends, Pearl and Audrey, start their
way down to dinner. Actually, it was lunch but the food being served looked
more like dinner. We invited ourselves to sit and visit with them while they
ate. We decided that next time we will accept the offer to join them in a
meal, which looked delicious.
Ellen Nore is the next-door neighbor to Pearl Garnaas. Both are long-time
members of Lord of Love and both are former members of Our Saviors
Lutheran Church. Living next door to each other is one of the joys of living
at Heritage Pointe. Occasionally, Ellen is unable to come to church
services, and when that happens, she and Pearl listen to the taped service together. For Ellen, the many
activities offered in this lovely assisted living establishment add to the reasons why she is glad she chose
Heritage Pointe. She planned to play Bingo that afternoon, and her friend Audrey was going to join her.
Ellen was born on August 27, 1933, in Newman Grove, Nebraska. She was the oldest of three sisters.
Her parents were Rudolph and Hazel Sandberg; her father was a share cropper and her mother was a
homemaker. Ellen's mother was a seamstress, and she made all of the girls' clothes. She also raised
chickens and grew her own vegetables, which she canned for future meals.
Children didn't have to be told to get an hour of exercise each day when Ellen was growing up. All of the
children, as well as the teachers, walked to school...walked home and back for lunch...and, of course
walked home at the end of the day. It was a special treat to be able to walk with your teacher, and Ellen
got that opportunity one day on a return trip to school; however, it turned out to be a painful experience.
As Ellen was crossing the street, a truck came around the corner and could not stop in time to avoid hitting
Ellen. The wheels went over her legs and stomach, putting her in the hospital for over one week.
Fortunately, she had no broken bones and recovered completely.
Ellen's childhood years were filled with a mixture of hard work (which Ellen says is good for you), some fun,
and much responsibility. They had cows, which she milked but which she also loved. She and her whole
family loved their animals, and when one of their cows died, they all cried. All of their animals had names
and were well taken care of. A lesson Ellen learned early in life was that you take good care of your
possessions, and if you didn't, that was your problem. That is a lesson that Ellen later passed on to her
children. Ellen saw her family struggle and often wonders how they ever made it. Ellen worked more than
she played, but when she got the chance, she played school, her favorite thing to do. She was always the
teacher; her dolls and her little sisters were the students. They played school on the stairs. Later in life,
her play would become her career.
Eventually, Ellen's parents moved to a farm in Newman Grove. Ellen lived in town during the week so that
she could attend school. Upon completion of school, Ellen taught for a year in a country school. It was
there that she first met Robert Nore, who would later become her husband. He was called in to assist with
pulling up the curtains at the opening of the Christmas play. It seems as if he was a little slow in doing so
as he was quite taken with Ellen and busy checking her out. Ellen was a little annoyed with him, but that
changed over time. However, he was drafted into the Army, and she vowed not to marry him until he had
finished his tour of duty. Too many men didn't make it back home, and she didn't want to be a war widow.
Ellen lived in Newman Grove with her family until it became too difficult for her dad to make a living
farming. Ellen's dad had a brother already living in Omaha who encouraged Rudolph to move his family
to Omaha. The entire family moved to the big city.
Continued on the next page
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WORSHIP
Tape Ministry: Getting to Know Ellen Nore, continued
In 1953, after serving in Osaka, Japan, Robert Nore came home and Ellen became Mrs. Nore. They were
married in Omaha but eventually moved back to Grandma Nore’s farm in Albion, Nebraska. Their first
child, Linda, was born there in 1954. Linda was born with a hole in her aorta and required medical care, so
they moved back to Omaha. This was the saddest time in Ellen's life as Linda died when she was eight
years old. In 1959, Lynnette was born, and in 1967, Robert, Jr., was born. Ellen, like her mother, was a
homemaker caring for her husband and children. She sewed, mostly for the girls, and she gardened.
When she was no longer needed so much at home, she went to work for the Omaha Public School system
as a paraprofessional at Belvedere School. She remained at Belvedere School for 40 years, which she
considers to be the happiest years in her life. Ellen loved working with the little kindergarten children, and
they loved her. Her husband, Robert, passed away in 1997. Ellen continued to live in her home for
another 10 years and then moved to Heritage Pointe.
Ellen is a devoted grandmother to her four grandchildren. Lynnette is the mother of Christopher, whom we
have watched grow up here at Lord of Love. Lynnette and Christopher bring Ellen to worship services and
to our special events. They also often join her for meals at the Pointe and take care of any of her special
needs. Rob and his wife, Pam, are the parents of her other three grandchildren. They are Sidni, Lindsey,
and Trinity. There are frequent visits to see them as they, too, live here in Omaha.
Ellen is very thankful for what she has, especially, when she remembers how hard her parents worked for
what they had and how difficult life was for them. She is content at Heritage Pointe with a few exceptions.
She misses getting her hands in the dirt and growing flowers. She misses not being outdoors as much as
she did when she lived in her home. She misses driving, which brought her independence. Those are
things she had. Now she has new things to appreciate: trips to interesting places without the worry of
driving, a safe environment where she can easily spend time outdoors with friends and family, and plants
that thrive in the sunlight of her cozy apartment.
Rachel and I ended our visit with Ellen while eating ice cream cones in the snack shop at Heritage Pointe.
We talked about plans to visit Anna Jensen in the near future. Ellen was excited about that and thanked us
for coming, saying how much fun she had had visiting with us. Rachel and I left with smiles on our faces
having had a very good time ourselves.

Lord of Love’s Worship Servants
August 2

August 9

August 16

August 23

August 30

John Florea

Doug Aden

Karen Mullen

Paul Murphy

Claudia Rowen

Florea family

Doug and Cathy
Aden, Doug and
Rose Roberts

Heather and Kyle
Keith, Debra, and
Christensen
Katie Gillespie
Tom and Beth Olson

Rowen family

Janet Guthrie,
Nancy Shinrock

Paul and Ann Kroll

Klos family

Evelyn Sacrider,
Cathy Aden

Liturgist
9:00 a.m.

Communion Servers
9:00 a.m.

Altar Care
9:00 a.m.

Concannon family

Ushers
9:00 a.m.

Kenn Garder, Craig and Peg Pennell
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NURTURE
Preschool Applications for Fall

2009 ELCA Churchwide Assembly and
the Presiding Bishop’s Call to Prayer

The Lord of Love Preschool
is now accepting applications
for the 2009-2010 school
year. Preschool classes are
available for 3-, 4-, and 5year-olds. Please contact the
church office for more
information.

As noted in the July issue of The Love Letter,
the 2009 ELCA Churchwide Assembly will be
held in Minneapolis on August 17-23, and
Brian Lund is a voting member.
For the 50 days leading up to the assembly on
August 17, Lord of Love Lutheran Church is
invited to pray intentionally for the ELCA, for
those who will gather in Minneapolis, for
decisions to be made, and for faithfulness in
discerning those directions to which God is
calling this evangelizing church in mission and
service for the sake of the world. The "50 Days
of Prayer" began on June 29, the Festival of
Peter and Paul, Apostles.

Summer Breakfasts
Do you ever wish you had more time to spend
in fellowship with your friends at Lord of Love?
Sunday mornings this summer offer the perfect
opportunity! Following our 9:00 a.m. worship
service, join us in the Fellowship Hall for
breakfast! Summer breakfasts are served
every Sunday at 10:00 a.m. now through
August 30.

Prayer is a constant and central faith practice
for the ELCA. Journeying toward the assembly,
congregations, groups, and individuals are
encouraged to study Scripture and pray daily
for the work of the Churchwide Assembly.
Prayer resources, Scripture with reflection
questions, and song drawn from the assembly's
daily worship may be found at
http://www.elca.org/50days. Consider making
these resources part of your own preparation
for the assembly in August. For more
information, check the “Churchwide Assembly”
page of the ELCA website.

Weekly Education Opportunities at Lord of Love
Sunday
9:00 a.m.
Monday
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
Tuesday
6:45 p.m.

Wednesday
6:00 p.m. Lutheran Woman Today Bible Study @ LOL
Joseph Room (first Wednesday of month)

Worship Service
Lutheran Woman Today Bible Study @ Old
Country Buffet (first Monday of month)
No Experience Necessary Bible Study @
Vandeventers (every other Monday)

Thursday
9:30 a.m.
Saturday
7:00 a.m.

Text Study @ Guthries
Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study @ LOL
Fellowship Hall

First Place Bible Study @ LOL Joseph Room
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NURTURE
Seminary Update by Paula Lawhead
Hello Lord of Love!
It has been a while since I have submitted news to The Love
Letter. I have been finishing up my year-long internship with
Faith-Lilac Way Lutheran Church in Robbinsdale, MN. It has
been a fantastic year, and I am surprised at how quickly it has
gone. I distinctly remember thinking that twelve months would
feel like an eternity, and here I am, ready to say goodbye
already. It is truly bittersweet as I am ready to get back to
classes and finish my last year at seminary, while at the same
time I will miss this congregation greatly.
I have had the pleasure of helping coordinate VBS this summer and have taught the “Storytelling”
portion of the curriculum. It was such a treat to work with the younger children since I hadn’t had
much opportunity to do that during the year. We have also had a summer carnival, complete with a
big blow-up bouncer for the kids. My favorite activity was the pie-throwing contest. Someone paid for
me to throw a pie at my internship supervisor, and my days in the little-league paid off! It was fun, and
thankfully, she is a good sport!
One of the best experiences I have had recently was the final evaluation process for my internship.
Both my supervisor and the lay committee fill out evaluations of me and my time at their church. It was
incredibly affirming and fun to see how well they have gotten to know me this past year. It is evident in
their evaluations that they are sad to see me go but affirming of my call to ordained ministry. One of
the committee’s comments compared me to a beer-drinking Martin Luther, which made me laugh, but
also encouraged me that it is okay to be down-to-earth with my congregation. ☺
I am finishing with a trip to Chicago to do service work with the youth and to see a bit of the Windy
City. We are staying at the seminary there, and I hope to run into Rebecca Lund. It will be fun to see
where she has been going to school these past couple of years. The day after I return from Chicago is
my last day at Faith-Lilac Way and already people have hinted at a big party. They have been very
good to me here.
After that, I hope to travel a little and see some friends and finally relax a little bit! I have been amazed
at the fast pace that accompanies full-time ministry and have come to appreciate vacation time. The
second week of September, I will be back in classes and gearing up for my approval to be ordained.
The end is in sight!!
I pray that this note finds you all well. I think of you often and am still so thankful for your love and
support as I have been “up north.” You are truly a gift to David and me. We look forward to seeing
you all again soon as it always feels like coming home when we are there. Please continue to pray
for us as we transition back into new schedules for this next year and for endurance to finish strong.
Peace,
Paula Lawhead
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NURTURE
Encouraging Words
Did you know that Lord of Love’s Stephen Ministry provides a variety of brochures to help you—or
someone you know—with many of life’s problems? Check the alcove to the left of the
“coffee/doughnut” area in the narthex.
These brochures are yours for the taking. They are alphabetized within categories to make it easier
for you to locate what you need.
Along with the Care Notes, there are a number of other resources that also may be helpful to you.
Take a minute to browse through them, and please help yourself to those you find helpful.

Care Note Topics
Aging
Cancer

Growing Older without Fear
Coping with Breast Cancer
Facing Cancer as a Family
Living with Cancer a Day at a Time
Death
12 Reflections for the first 12 Weeks of Grief
Bearing the Special Grief of Suicide
Dealing with all the “Stuff” after a Loved One Dies
Getting Through the First Weeks/Months after the Funeral
Grieving in Your Own Way
On the First Anniversary of Your Loss
What Everyone Should Know About the First Year of Grief
Drinking/Drugs
Loving Someone with a Drinking or Drug Problem
Emotions
Being Angry with God at a Time of Suffering or Loss
Dealing with Anger
Finding Peace in an Age of Anxiety
Giving Your Worries to God
Healing Your Body, Mind and Spirit Together
Overcoming Everyday Anxiety
When Someone You Love is Depressed
Finances
Dealing with Money Problems
Illness
Finding God in Pain or Illness
Hanging on to Hope Through a Serious Illness
Making Sense out of Suffering
Praying to the God who Heals
Praying with Someone Sick
Using Hospice Care When a Loved One is Terminally Ill
Marriage & Divorce Creating a More Loving Marriage
Healing the Wounds of Divorce
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OUTREACH
Lord of Love Mission Ministry Team Update
The Lord of Love Mission Ministry Team met in July to begin examining information about various
organizations that focus on education and shelter, our mission emphasis for 2009-2010.
The Mission Ministry Team is planning a book drive in September to help kick
off the school year! Donated books will go to the Literacy Center for the
Midlands here in Omaha. Their mission is to empower adults and families by
helping them acquire the literacy skills and practices to be active and
contributing members of their communities. They have several unique and
interesting programs we will be learning about this fall. Look for more details
in the coming weeks. The Literacy Center offers many opportunities for
volunteer involvement, and we look forward to learning more about them.

Garden Update
83 lbs of vegetables, mostly beautiful green beans plus a few summer squash and cucumbers, have
been taken to the Lutheran Pantry at Project Hope as of mid-July. Potatoes can be dug any time,
and there will soon be some ripe tomatoes to pick. Thanks to everyone who has worked so hard to
plant, water, weed, till, and harvest the produce: Doug Aden, Paula Foster, Brian and Deb Lund,
Gary Ramsay, Liz Smith, and Kara’s day camp crew. More harvesting needs to be done, so let John
Florea or Deb Lund if you’re interested in helping out with this wonderful ministry!

Garden Volunteers Needed
The Love Letter
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COUNCIL REPORT & TRANSITION/CALL PROCESS UPDATE
July 2009 Council Report by Don Rowen, Council Vice-President
The Lord of Love council met on June 16 and again on June 30. The principal reason for the two meetings
was to finish discussing how the council members felt the new council organizational structure is working
and to decide how to proceed for the rest of 2009 and 2010. The second meeting also gave the council
more time to develop and consider a proposal to finish the renovation of the courtyard. The minutes of the
meetings are summarized as follows:
New Council Organizational Structure – At the June 16 meeting, Council members talked about how
things were going under the new structure. Most felt it is was going okay, but there was some confusion
about the responsibilities of the different committees. Some felt that the meetings should be held every
other month instead of every third month. The Vision and Coordination Committee felt there was a lack
of communication about what was happening in the Strategic Planning meetings. Based on the
comments from the June 16 meeting and earlier meetings, Doug Aden, Don Rowen, and Pastor Bob
met to develop a proposal. The proposal was presented and discussed at the June 30 meeting and
recommended that we continue with the new structure with a few modifications. The Strategic Planning
Team and Council would meet every other month on alternate months, two members of Vision and
Coordination (president and secretary) would meet with the Strategic Planning Team, and we would
seek to have two council members on each of the five ministry teams. We also reviewed what we
hoped to accomplish with the new structure and how the new structure might help to alleviate some
problems we had been experiencing. Some weren’t sure that the new organization was needed and felt
that the council could work effectively under the old structure if council members did what they were
supposed to. Others countered that the new structure was proposed in order to encourage council
members to have a new mindset and to work in a more healthy, productive manner. The council
approved the recommendation to continue with the new structure with the proposed modifications.
Budget – Council members were instructed to begin planning for next year’s budget. In July, Council
members will receive a budget planning document that will report their expenses as of June 30, 2009,
and they should use that document to prepare their recommendations for the 2010 budget by the budget
planning retreat scheduled for August 18, 2009. In addition, the Vision and Coordination Committee, at
its July meeting, decided to form a committee of youth parents to consider options for supervising of the
youth ministry next year because Josh Combes is stepping down as Youth Director. The committee will
look of the different types of personnel that could be hired, their costs, and what fits Lord of Love best at
this time.
Courtyard – The Property committee presented a proposal to complete the renovation of the courtyard.
The proposal called for the installation of a 12- by 18-foot rectangular pergola (open, wood shade
structure), benches, tables, chairs, and planters. The estimated cost is $4263. The council approved
the proposal with the money coming from the Landscaping special fund, Memorial funds, and the Major
Improvement Fund.

2009 Lord of Love Church Council and Strategic Planning Committee
Executive Committee: Doug Aden, President; Don Rowen, Vice-President; Brian Walther, Secretary; Lisa Meyer, Treasurer
Finance: Brad VenHuizen*, Paul Barnett, and Jackie Combes
Nurture: Heather Christensen*, Angie Meyer, and Liz Smith
Outreach: Deb Lund*, Brian Vandeventer, and John Florea
Property: Craig Pennell*, Doug Roberts, and Joe Combes
Worship: Karen Mullen*, Debra Gillespie, and one other to be announced
Committee chairpersons are denoted with an asterisk; council members are underlined.
The Executive Committee is not part of the Strategic Planning Committee.
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COUNCIL REPORT & TRANSITION/CALL PROCESS UPDATE
Bits and Pieces by Doug Aden, Council President
A year ago, I observed a young child who started to come to Lord of Love with her family. The child
seemed to be reserved or bashful and maybe a little afraid. When the VBS students gave their
presentation to the congregation at a Sunday morning worship service, that same child was enthused
and vibrant and had a constant smile during the whole program.
A year ago, Lord of Love was preparing to exit one phase of its life and getting ready to begin a new
phase. At that time, we had some anxious moments wondering what the next year would bring and
whether we would be up to the challenges that faced us or whether we would lose our direction and
look inward.
Our Appreciative Inquiry sessions have been completed, and those who attended these sessions
learned a lot about the good things that have happened at Lord of Love in spite of the difficulties that
were presented to us. The theme in these sessions that impressed me the most was our sense of
family and community and for the most part that this community is dynamic and not static. Pastor Bob
is preparing for our next step, which will help us define the type of congregation we want to be. When
you see announcements for the program, make plans to participate.
By now, you probably you probably know that the locks on the church have been
changed. If you need a new key, please see Mary Lou. The Council approved
the proposal for the courtyard. We have funds that have been dedicated to that
project. In addition to those funds, we will use some Memorial Funds and Major
Improvement Funds.
The experiment with the reorganization of the Council hit some bumps, and we did not meet our
expectations. Frankly, we did not do all the planning that was necessary for the change to be a
success. We have modified the reorganization for next year, and I think that it will serve Lord of Love
better.
Last year at this time, we were seeking children for the Lord of Love
Preschool. As of now, we have enough students for two sessions of
preschool. If you know of anybody that is interested, please ask them to call
the office.
We are now coming upon the time of the year when we begin to make
plans for the next year. In August, the Council will begin working on
the budget, the Nominating Committee will begin seeking candidates
for positions in 2010, and the Stewardship program will begin this
autumn. If our faith and our love for the gospel has the same
enthusiasm as the child in the VBS program, we should have a great
year in 2010.
The second stanza of the hymn “Lord of All Hopefulness” speaks to our current situation. As a prayer,
“Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe:
be there at our labors and give us, we pray, Your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.”
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MEN’S NEWS CORNER

Lord of Love Men’s Ministry
Thanks to everyone for your prayers and support on July 26 at
the Commissioning service for our Lord of Love men’s ministry.
Please continue to remember us with prayer, your service, and
through your requests for our service. It is our privilege and
honor to serve God’s community as he continues to direct and
mold our ministry to be all that we can for the glory of God’s
Holy name and his people.
Lord of Love men’s ministry has been active in our community
since the beginning of Lord of Love’s history. All male
members, regardless of age or level of activity, are considered
to be part of this ministry. We have several opportunities for
involvement and service, such as helping with a move, helping
with disaster relief, participating in Bible studies, building
baptismal boxes, and doing yard/house care, just to list a few.
In the coming weeks, our steering committee is
planning to meet to discuss service activities. If God
is speaking to you or you have a desire to assist or
serve on this committee, please contact Paul
Christenson, Ron Thom, Tom Olson, Don Rowen,
Brad VenHuizen, or Dave Lueders. All men are
invited to attend this steering committee meeting and
offer input for our priorities and direction this coming
year. Suggestions we are considering that would
require additional support from our men include Bible
studies, house sitting for funerals or published
events, transportation services, disaster relief, youth
or sporting event, and additional service events
brought to our attention. Please watch for details of
this meeting, and prayerfully consider ways that you
can help. Through faith we put our trust and service
in God's loving care.
Thank you,
Lord of Love Men's Ministry

The Love Letter

12

August 2009

WOMEN OF LOVE
Blessings from Ruth Manning, President, LOL Women of Love
To my Sisters in Christ,
I have always loved the writings of the Apostle Paul, so I was really excited
to see the new Lutheran Woman Today Bible study, To God’s Beloved:
Paul’s Letter to the Romans, which will begin in September. And there is a
bonus. Session One is online at http://www.elca.org/Growing-InFaith/Ministry/Women-of-the-ELCA/Lutheran-Woman-Today/Biblestudy/Session-sample.aspx, so you can get a sneak preview.

Coffee
Fellowship
All women are
invited to join the
Lord’s Laughing
Ladies for
8:00 a.m. coffee
at Crane Coffee,
77th and Cass, on
August 7 and 21.

Now, the good news! Many of our women are not able to attend the evening
study sessions, so we will begin a Sunday morning “study circle” in the
Joseph Room. I will facilitate the studies on the 2nd and 3rd Sundays of the
month. Two sessions will give us ample time to discuss the month’s topic.
Or if you’d like to attend one of the two evening “study circles,” they meet at
6:00 p.m. on the first Monday of the month at Old Country Buffet at 145th
Street and West Center Road, and the first Wednesday of the month in the
Joseph Room at church.
I’d encourage you to subscribe to Lutheran Woman Today and enjoy not
only the study but also many great articles in each issue.
Peace and love,
Ruth Manning, President

Fall Festival Dinner Planning Team
If you feed them, they will come (with apologies to the movie, Field of Dreams)!
Guys and gals, come for brunch at the home of Ruth Manning at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, August 15,
to plan the Fall Festival dinner. This annual event will be held at 5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall on
Saturday, November 14.
Since the craft fair will not be a part of this year’s events, we’re looking for
some grand and glorious ideas to put this dinner over the top! Theme,
program, decorations, ideas for the silent auction items, and anything else is
up for brainstorming.
This is a major fundraiser for a local charity, and that decision will be made
at the LOL Women’s ministry team meeting at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday,
August 12, in the Joseph Room. We have supported Project Hope with our
money the past 2 years but are looking for a new ministry that can use a
“shot in the arm.” Fifty percent of the profits will go to this charity, and 25
percent goes to the LOL women’s operating fund. In the past, the
remaining 25 percent has gone to the Kitchen Fund, but that also will be
reviewed at the ministry team meeting.
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WOMEN OF LOVE
Lutheran Woman Today Bible Study – To God’s Beloved: Paul’s Letter to the Romans
In Paul’s world, letters were the only way to communicate with people
at a distance. It was a world with no telephones or telegraphs. Travel
was slow, and most people could not be away from their work for any
extended period of time. Letters, hand-written letters, were essential
to maintain friendships, to express sympathy, to carry on business,
even to introduce family members to one another. The New
Testament is full of letters! In fact, 21 of the 27 books in the New
Testament are letters, sometimes called epistles.
Paul’s letters are the oldest documents we have from the beginning
of the church. They were written even before the four Gospels were
written down. Many scholars suggest that Paul wrote his letter to the
Romans in the mid- to late 50s, when he was staying in Corinth.
The only Scripture anyone had was the Jewish Scripture, what Christians now call the Old Testament.
Most Jews, who knew and loved their Scripture, did not believe that Jesus was God’s promised and
long-awaited Messiah.
These few believers, gathered in little groups in cities scattered around the Mediterranean, were trying
to sustain and understand their faith in a world where many other faiths were better known and were
practiced with public approval.
As you read the letter to the Romans, perhaps you will picture Paul trying to understand and then
explain how the faithful and gracious God of Israel sent Jesus to offer God’s promise of salvation not
just to the Jews, but also to all people.
God is at work among us, inspiring us to want to do and then to do that which we are called to do
(Philippians 2:13): to work out what it means to trust Jesus every day in our family, our friendships, our
political, economic, and social worlds. We hope that some of Paul’s words in this study lead you into a
better understanding of God's will for your lives.
The author of this year’s study is Sarah Henrich, professor of New Testament at Luther Seminary,
St. Paul, Minn. Henrich received the B.A. degree magna cum laude in 1969 from Muhlenberg College,
Allentown, Pa., the M.A. degree from Bryn Mawr (Pa.) in 1971, and the M.Div. degree from Lutheran
Theological Seminary in Philadelphia in 1979. She received the Ph.D. degree from Yale University in
1994.
She has written several adult curricula for Augsburg Fortress, including the Bible Study "Great
Personalities of the New Testament" and most recently "See God's Grace in Action," a study of Acts
for the Inspire series. Henrich has also published a number of articles and produced both video and
audiotapes in the area of Scripture study. She has led numerous Bible studies for a wide variety of
groups throughout the church.
Source: Lutheran Woman Today website at http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Ministry/Women-of-theELCA/Lutheran-Woman-Today/Bible-study.aspx.
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WOMEN OF LOVE
How to Subscribe to Lutheran Woman Today Magazine
LWT is published 10 times a year, with combined issues in
January/February and July/August. A year's subscription is $12,
two years is $22, and three years is $33.
There are three convenient ways to subscribe:
Subscribe online through Augsburg Fortress.
Call 1-800-328-4648.
Send your name and address and a check, made out to Lutheran
Woman Today, to:
Augsburg Fortress, Publishers, P.O. Box 1209, Minneapolis, MN
55440-8730

NSWO Convention
The Nebraska Synodical Women’s Organization convention will be held September 25-27 in Kearney.
Be Still and Feel Christ’s Heart Within You is the theme, which is based on Luke 10:27a, NKJV, You
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your
strength.
Workshops at the convention include:
Prayer 201
First Timers Celebrate
Work in Our Communities
Today’s Dreams, Tomorrow’s Reality
Stations of the Heart
Service Today Helping Others
Fresh Brewed Tude
Created in the Image of God
Work in our Communities
And last, but not least, there will be opportunities for shopping at the convention bookstore.
Early registration of $85 is due August 22, and registration forms are available at the Information
Center in the Narthex.
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WOMEN OF LOVE
Calendar of Events
August
3

6:00 p.m.

4
7
12
18
21

9:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.

Coming Soon
September 25-27
October 10
November 14
April 23-24, 2010
July 12-14, 2011
July 14-17, 2011

LWT Bible Study, Old Country Buffet, 145th and
West Center Road
Quilters, Fellowship Hall
Coffee Fellowship, Crane Coffee, 77th and Cass
Ministry Team Meeting, Joseph Room
Quilters, Fellowship Hall
Coffee Fellowship, Crane Coffee, 77th and Cass

Nebraska Synodical Women’s Organization Convention, Kearney, NE
9:30 a.m. Election of LOL Women’s Ministry Team; program
5:30 p.m. Fall Festival Dinner
Women’s Retreat at St. Benedict’s Retreat Center, Schuyler, NE
W/ELCA Triennial Convention, Spokane, WA
Triennial Gathering

LOL YOUTH
Youth Serve Breakfast and Share Experiences
The long-awaited ELCA Youth Gathering was held in New
Orleans July 19-26. If you want to hear all about the
experiences of the LOL youth, please come to the
breakfast after church on Sunday, August 2. They will be
serving breakfast that day as well as showing pictures and
telling stories.

Who went to New Orleans in July?
Youth
Laura Armitage
Jason Combes
Casey Florea
Lauren Florea
Matt Garder
Alex Harris
Kevin Krause
Kimi Lueders
Kira Luxon
Nadine Rowen
Sarah Vandeventer

Chaperones
Josh Combes
Carissa Combes
Jeri Morgan
Jim Morgan

Calendar of Youth Events
August
2

Youth serve breakfast and share experiences from ELCA Youth Gathering in New Orleans
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IN OUR PRAYERS & LOVE NOTES
In Our Prayers
Pastor Elibariki Mtui and all the saints of TPC Lutheran
Parish, Tanzania
Harry Naasz
Ried and Eunice Neve
Susan Oleson (sister-in-law of Pastor Bob)
Johanna Olson (niece of Tom and Beth Olson)
Rich Pippin (nephew of Lynda McGraw)
Joe Policky (grandfather of Tamra Johnston)
Bill and Bev Pugh (former members)
Berniece Reitan
Eloyse Rice
Don St. Ours (brother-in-law of Lynda McGraw)
Evelyn Sacrider
Pat Stevens (friend of Ruth Manning)
Nancy Thoman (stepmom of Ann Kroll)
Joey Thompson (friend of the Murphys)
Brody Vermilyea (grandson of Brian and Nancy
Shinrock)
Glenn Wapelhorst (brother of Brenda Mac)
Agnes Wilson
Gerry Zeman (mother of Debra Gillespie)

Dick and Jessie Bell
Ryan Bolen (nephew of Sandy Hall)
Miranda Brown (friend of the Shinrocks)
Portia Bruning (cousin of Shirley Schuchard)
Elmer Corey (friend of Tom and Beth Olson)
Jan Davis (aunt of Paula Foster)
Laura and Jeremy DeWitt
Colin Farbotka (nephew of Tom and Beth Olson)
Paul Grable (nephew of Ron Thom)
Norma Gunter
Cindy Harper (friend of Lynda McGraw)
Amber Hartin (granddaughter of the Shinrocks)
Matthew Hayek (nephew of Sandy Hall)
John Hoesing (friend of Judy Egr)
Marj Holbrook (mother of Judy Messerschmidt)
Cathy Johnson (friend of Marilyn Thomsen)
Bob Kasworm and his ministry in Tanzania
Ken Kellogg (father of Karen Armitage)
Hannah Knudson (neighbor of the VenHuizens)
Paula Lawhead (at seminary)
Dorian Lee
Rose Lubbert (friend of the Rieffs)
Carl Lueders (uncle of Dave Lueders)
Irene Lund (aunt of Brian Lund)
Rebecca Lund (at seminary)
Pastor Elisante Maimu
Bob McKnight (grandfather of Ann Kroll)

Men’s servant ministry
Stephen Ministers and their care receivers
Those deployed around the world
Those seeking employment
Those who mourn

If you would like to add a name to the In Our Prayers section of The Love Letter, please contact the office at
402.493.2946, send an email to marylou@lord-of-love.org, or fill out a prayer request note available in the narthex and
place it in the basket. Please help keep this list current by informing us when a name can be removed. Thanks!

Love Notes
Thanks to all who sent me get well notes and
encouraging words during my recent leg burn.
I was told choir members came to sing at the
hospital at Christmas time. I’m sorry I
remember nothing of those days.

wound and did a good job. The burn specialist
has released me. “Oh Happy Day”
Sincerely,
Esther Welliver

Thanks to the fellows who came to wash my
windows. You did a good job. In fact, so good
you can do it again, ok?
My son Roger was my nurse at home. He
came every day for 7 months to dress the
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Mission Statement: Created by God’s gracious love, we are called, as a community of faith,
to be witnesses and servants of Jesus to the world.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
This Month

Upcoming Events

August 1

Work on Habitat for Humanity
ELF Coalition rehab house

September

Book drive for Literacy Center
for the Midlands

August 2

Youth serve breakfast and
share experiences from
New Orleans

September 6

Last day of summer worship
schedule

September 13

Kickoff Sunday

August 17-23

2009 ELCA Churchwide
Assembly in Minneapolis

November 14

Fall Festival dinner and
silent auction

Articles for The Love Letter can be submitted to the editor, Kim Gust, in the Love Letter mailbox at church or by
email at loveletter@lord-of-love.org. Articles must be received by the Love Letter editor by the 20th of the month.
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