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Mission Statement: Created by God’s gracious love, we are called, as a
community of faith, to be witnesses and servants of Jesus to the world.

A Look Ahead
Happy Easter! Christ is risen! April is a busy month at Lord of Love,
as highlighted here and in the Mark Your Calendar section (see
page 20). Details of these and additional events are discussed in the
articles throughout this issue of The Love Letter.
At the beginning of April is Holy Week, which includes worship
services on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday as well as the Easter
Prayer Vigil (see page 12, Men’s News Corner), followed by the
Easter Sunrise Service, Easter Sunday worship, and breakfast
(see page 4, Worship).
In the middle of the month, the Youth Group will hold a car wash
fundraiser on April 11 (see page 16, LOL Youth), and the men’s
softball league will begin practices and games (see page 12,
Men’s News Corner). In addition, Lord of Love will host the ELF
coalition’s Habitat for Humanity build the weekend of April 17 and
18 (see page 8, Outreach). Finally, a Special Congregational
meeting will be held on April 18 to elect a call committee (see
pages 10 and 11, Council Report and Transition/Call Process
Update).
Toward the end of April, the Women of Love annual retreat will be
held on April 23 and 24 (see page 13, Women of Love), and the
Preschool garage sale will be held on April 24 (see page 6,
Nurture). April 25 will be Habitat Sunday to kick off fundraising
efforts for Habitat for Humanity (see page 8, Outreach).
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PASTOR’S PAGE
Stay Connected to God and the Resurrection by Pastor Bob
whistling. He recognized the whistle…it was
his good friend Charlie. Before he could say a
word, Charlie fell into the grave. It was so very
dark that Charlie couldn’t see he had a
companion. The good Dean couldn’t resist. In
his deepest voice, he said, “Can’t you even
leave a man in his own grave in peace?” The
result was immediate. In no time at all, Charlie
was up those deep sides and out of the grave
as though he had wings.

Dear Friends in Christ,
You may have heard the story about a young
man who graduated from the law school of the
University of Oklahoma. He secured a job with
a law firm in Virginia, so he and his wife rented
a U-Haul truck with which to move their
belongings. He drove the truck and she the
family car. They drove in tandem, and she
found it hard to keep other cars from separating
them and she missed several turns. Finally,
she put a large sign on the trunk of her car that
said “I belong to the U-Haul in front of me.
Please don’t come between us.”

Easter is unusual…Easter is powerful…Easter
is beautiful because it has the ability to lift us
out of any depth. It can do that every day. It
reaches out to us wherever we are; whatever
condition or frame of mind we are in, it reaches
out to us and by the power of the Holy Spirit
lifts us up to the light of the resurrection.

That’s exactly the sort of sign we need posted
on our lives. We want to stay connected to
God. We want to keep pushing back the
darkness. We need a sign that reads… “I
belong to the resurrection. Please don’t let
anything come between us.”

Shortly before he died, E. Stanley Jones, the
great missionary personality, said, “Someday
as I’m lying there, friends may come up and
say, ‘Brother Stanley’s gone.’ I’d like to wink at
them and then sit up and laugh and say,
‘Alleluia!’”

Paul Scherer, a gifted preacher of the past
century, once said, “The Bible wastes very little
time on the way we feel. It’s thinking of a fact,
for everyone who will take hold of it, that you
can stand again, whenever you want to, where
life once stood before it was soiled.”

Alleluia indeed! Christ is risen!
Pastor Bob

Scherer is saying that we can stand in Christ’s
safety…we can stand with him, free of the past
and open to the future. In a world where
nothing is ours, but we are Christ’s…and Christ
belongs to God…, so life and death, and things
present, and things to come are all ours in him.
The Dean of the Episcopal Cathedral in Atlanta
for many years often told this true story from his
childhood. His mother sent him on an errand.
And as kids did in that neighborhood, he took
the shortcut through the cemetery. Only that
night, there was an open grave. He fell in. The
grave was deep, and he couldn’t climb out. He
called, but no one heard his calls. When he
was completely exhausted, he heard someone
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MONTHLY CALENDAR
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WORSHIP
Easter Worship and Breakfast
Please join us for worship and breakfast on Easter Sunday, April 4! Our schedule is as follows:
6:30 a.m.

Easter Sunrise Service

8:00 a.m.

Easter Sunday Service

9:00-10:15 a.m. Easter Breakfast
10:30 a.m.

Easter Sunday Service

Lord of Love’s Worship Servants
April 4

April 11

April 18

April 25

8:00 a.m.

Shawn Lorenzen

Kenn Garder

Claudia Rowen

Judy Egr

10:30 a.m.

Gary Krause

Ruth Manning
Rowen family

Egr family

Greeter(s)
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
Liturgist

Communion Servers
8:00 a.m.

Garder family

10:30 a.m.

Dan and Ruth Manning

Nursery Attendant(s)
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
Altar Care
8:00 a.m.

Janet Guthrie,
Nancy Shinrock

Mike and Christie Klos

Cathy Aden

Doug and Rose Roberts

10:30 a.m.

Paul and Ann Kroll

Concannon family

Diana Haye,
Marcia Roads

Randi VenHuizen,
Debra Gillespie

Ushers
8:00 a.m.

Kenn Garder, Pennell family

10:30 a.m.

Rett Messerschmidt, Rob Anderson, Paul and Jackie Barnett
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WORSHIP
Tape Ministry: Getting to Know Berniece Reitan by Karen Pickens and Rachel Novak
One thing that I have always loved about our church is the dress code; there is none. We come to
worship as we are, and that varies from Sunday to Sunday. We dress up and we dress down. Today,
we are going to tell you about Berniece Reitan, who always dressed up! Berniece always came into
church with a little glow around her. Her beautiful white hair, her immaculate clothing in beautiful
pastel colors, and her smile are all things I remember about Berniece at Lord of Love. This is the
same Berniece we find at Fontenelle Home, always eager to see us, always with that same little glow
and smile.
Berniece was born on January 27, 1926, in Duluth, Minnesota. Berniece was the oldest child. Next in
line came Leroy and Audrey. As a little child, Berniece liked to play with her dolls, and when she went
to school, she especially liked music.
Berniece met her husband, Clarence, at their jobs at Zin Masters Bread Company in Duluth. Berniece
was in charge of the dough, and Clarence was in charge of baking the dough. Such delicious aromas
to work in and an extra perk, being able to take home bread. Berniece and Clarence were married in
1949 and had four children: Annette, Bruce, Clifford, and Phillip. In 1959, they came to Nebraska
where they settled in Ralston and later on in Irvington.
Clarence worked at Western Electric until retirement. Berniece worked at Nebraska Burlap Company
and later joined Clarence at Western Electric. She was laid off from Western Electric in the early
1970s. She had worked a total of 30 years. After that, she spent time fine-turning her hobbies, which
were ceramics, knitting on a knitting machine, and doing needlepoint. Baseball was and still is a
special interest of hers, especially the Royals. Her brother, Leroy, settled in Colorado, and Berniece
would often join him there for baseball games.
Berniece never lacks for visitors at Fontenelle Home. Her children visit her regularly as does her
brother. Paul and Deb Christensen take her the worship tape and communion either on Sunday or
during the week; they have become friends, and Berniece looks forwards to their visits. Berniece’s
friend, Janet Guthrie, also visits her.
We miss Berniece here at Lord of Love, especially at
Sunday school, which she attended faithfully. I have
noticed that she loves to look at pretty things, such as
Rachel’s knitted poncho, so I am thinking that she would
probably enjoy receiving an especially pretty greeting
card…perhaps for Easter. Those of you who know and
remember Berniece probably already do that and don’t
need reminding. Some of us might send a card her way
for the first time. I know that Berniece has happy
memories of Lord of Love and would wish you all a
Happy Easter if she could be with us. Happy Easter!
P.S. So many of you have commented on how much
you enjoy reading the stories of our Lord of Love
members. That is encouraging to Rachel, me, and
those whose stories we write. Thank you from all of us!
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NURTURE
Preschool Garage Sale

Congregational Potluck

The Preschool garage sale will be held on
Saturday, April 24 from 7:30 to 11:00 a.m.
Start your spring cleaning now, and bring items
that you wish to donate to church between
Sunday, April 18 and Friday, April 23. Then
everyone is invited to come and shop at the
sale on Saturday, April 24!

Please join us for a
congregational
potluck on Sunday,
May 16 following
the 10:30 a.m.
worship service!
This is the last day
of Sunday School for the 2009-2010 program
year and is also the day that the congregational
garden will be planted (see page 8, Outreach).
Both occasions are reason to celebrate! Fried
chicken will be provided. Please bring a side
dish to share.

Preschool Registration Now Open

New LOL Website Launched

Lord of Love Preschool
is currently accepting
registrations for the
2010-2011 school year.
If you or anyone you
know is interested in
more information, please
call Michelle Petersen at
493-2946.

Our new Lord of Love website is live! It is still a
work in progress, but we are working to bring
you up-to-date information about our ministries
and events. Check out our new look at our old
web address (www.lord-oflove.org)! If you have
suggestions or would like to
join our web team, please
contact Del Gust, Kim Gust,
or Brian Lund.

Weekly Education Opportunities at Lord of Love
Sunday
9:15 a.m.

Monday
6:00 p.m.
Tuesday
6:45 p.m.

Sunday School (Preschool – High School) @
LOL Classrooms
Adult Studies @ LOL Abraham, Mary, and
Joseph Rooms

Wednesday
4:45 p.m. Confirmation (7th & 8th grades) @ LOL Abraham
Room
6:00 p.m. Luther Kids (1st – 6th grades) @ LOL Preschool
6:00 p.m. Lutheran Woman Today Bible Study @ LOL
Joseph Room (first Wednesday of month)

Lutheran Woman Today Bible Study @ Old
Country Buffet (first Monday of month)

Thursday
9:30 a.m.

First Place Bible Study @ LOL Joseph Room

Saturday
7:00 a.m.
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NURTURE
Rebecca’s Vicar (ad)Ventures Part VII by Rebecca Lund
Much of my time in February and March was spent preparing for our campus ministry’s spring break
trip to Guatemala. A group of 11 students, Pastor Rebecca, her sister Amy, and I traveled to the
region around Guatemala City and Antigua from March 5-15. Because Washington University and
St. Louis University have the same spring break, our trip provided the perfect opportunity for students
from the two different campuses to get to know each other better. We spent Sunday worshipping with
the Iglesia Luterana Agustina de Guatemala (The Augustinian Lutheran Church of Guatemala, a
companion synod with the ELCA) and then headed to Mixco Vieja, a site with Mayan ruins, before
meeting our host families in Antigua.
Monday through Friday, we were divided into
three work groups to build three houses with
families living in San Mateo Milpas Altas, a
small village about 15 minutes from Antigua.
Our host organization, ConstruCasa, partnered
with a grassroots organization called Semillas
de Esperanza y Amor (Seeds of Hope and Love) to find families in need of a home with suitable
plumbing, concrete instead of dirt flooring, and a more fuel-efficient, cleaner stove for the kitchen.
Building those houses was some of the hardest work I have ever done! We were mixing concrete by
hand with shovels, digging trenches and pouring foundation, chipping concrete blocks, and
wheelbarrowing rocks, dirt, and pretty much any heavy building material you could think of! On Friday
afternoon, the families threw us a fiesta with homemade tamales to celebrate the completion of the
homes. There was hardly a dry eye in the place by the end of the evening. We were all touched
deeply by the community’s generosity and sense of hope in the midst of poverty and other struggles.
In the evenings, we had the opportunity to explore the beautiful city of Antigua, which is small enough
to get around without a car. We enjoyed shopping and admiring beautiful weavings, carvings, and
other Mayan artisan work. We explored ruins and old cathedrals. And as if we weren’t already getting
enough exercise during the week, we woke up early on Saturday morning to climb Pacaya, one of
Guatemala’s four active volcanoes. The trip took 5 hours and was more difficult than we anticipated,
but we did get to see actual liquid magma and take some lava rocks home! All too soon, we were on
the plane back to the United States.
Throughout the trip, we read the story of the Good Samaritan from Luke. Many
of us were surprised to realize that at times, we felt like we were the person on
the side of the road in need of care and help, rather than the good Samaritan.
At times, I felt that I was actually slowing the building of the house down by my
lack of construction knowledge but also, admittedly, by my lack of muscles!
The students were blown away by the love and acceptance they found in the
families they worked with, and through that acceptance and love, they were
able to share more of themselves. We came back knowing that together we
had built more than houses, but that we had built deeper relationships, with the people of San Mateo,
with Jesus, and with each other. As a leader of the trip, I couldn’t ask for more than that. God has
truly blessed us richly.
Rebecca
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OUTREACH
Lord of Love Community Garden

Habitat for Humanity

Lord of Love will again be having a community
garden this summer, whereby the produce is
taken to feed hungry folks who pick up food at
the Nebraska Synod’s Project Hope on 42nd
and Boyd.

We are starting Habitat
for Humanity early this
year. Starting the weekend of April 17, 2010,
Lord of Love will be hosting the Habitat build at
3227 North 40th Avenue. On that weekend, we
will be providing food on Saturday and snacks on
Sunday. Everyone is welcome to participate, and
there is always some work for all levels of skill.

Weather permitting, the plan is to plant seeds
and seedlings on Sunday, May 16 at 9:15 a.m.
We will need seeds and plants as well as willing
workers on May 16. In addition, we will need
willing workers throughout the spring and
summer to weed, water, harvest the
vegetables, and take the produce to Project
Hope. Watch for more information regarding
seeds and seedlings that are needed.
Questions? Contact Deb Lund at 493-3721
or bdlund55@cox.net.

Habitat for Humanity Sunday will be April 25,
2010. In the past few years, we have not done a
fundraiser for Habitat for Humanity. We have
depleted our account, and it is time to replenish it.
There are several ways you can contribute to the
Habitat for Humanity fund. This year, Thrivent is
introducing a new program called Thrivent
Choice. We will have a representative present
more information to the congregation in April.
Another way to contribute is through the ReStore
Program. There will be a ReStore pick-up day
on June 12, 2010, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at
the Lutheran Church of the Master. Their east
campus is at 2617 South 114th Street (northeast
of 114th and West Center Road), and their west
campus is at 1200 North 181 Ct. (northwest of
180th and West Dodge Road). If you have some
extra good building materials that are cluttering
up your garage, take them to the pick-up site
closest to your home. By participating in the
ReStore project, the ELF coalition will be eligible
for a ReStore grant. Cash contributions to the
Habitat for Humanity fund are also welcome.
Checks can be written to Lord of Love and
designated to the Habitat for Humanity Fund.

ELCA Mission Interpreter Report by Deb Lund
The following are recent highlights of our ELCA mission share dollars at work.
Chile Rocked by New Earthquakes
While still recovering from the devastation on February 27, Chileans were rocked by more seismic activity.
On March 11, Chile was rocked by three more earthquakes: a 7.2 magnitude near O’Higgins followed by
two quakes, 6.9 and 6.0 magnitude, southwest of Santiago. Working through the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Chile and other community-based partners, ELCA Disaster Response is there, assessing the
most urgent needs. The ELCA continues to provide support and assistance to its partners on the ground.
Continued on the next page
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OUTREACH
ELCA Mission Interpreter Report, continued
Haiti Earthquake Relief
Since the earthquake in Haiti more than one month ago, the ELCA has received
over 27,000 gifts totaling more than $4.2 million to support humanitarian relief
efforts in Haiti.
According to ELCA Treasurer Christina Jackson-Skelton, the ELCA received an
additional $320,000 in a matching grant from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans,
bringing the overall total to more than $4.6 million in gifts to the ELCA.
Textbooks for Tanzania: Now Look At What You Have Done!
More than $39,800 has been received from individuals, groups, and congregations
for the Nebraska Synod-sponsored Textbooks for Tanzania program!
These generous gifts will help purchase textbooks for the Lutheran secondary
(high) schools of the Northern Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Tanzania.
Meeting the Mission: After School at the Porch (Our Savior Lutheran Church, Wayne, NE)
The school bell rings, and children rush to the flagpole. There they meet the volunteer of the day for the
"walking carpool" from the elementary school to Our Savior Lutheran Church's "Front Porch" building in
Wayne.
The former city library, a historic, brick Carnegie building, was purchased and converted to four spacious
rooms a few years ago by the church. It is home to youth programs and, now, to kindergartners through
sixth graders for supervised after-school activities every day that school is in session.
Machame Lutheran Hospital in Tanzania Invaded by Midland Nursing Students
In mid-January, six Midland Lutheran College nursing students "invaded" Machame Lutheran Hospital for a
week, experiencing healthcare in a resource poor environment.
They assisted at deliveries, started IVs, scrubbed for surgery, did compound wound
cleanings, assisted in the HIV-AIDS treatment clinic and more. They also had a
blood pressure clinic at Nkwarungo Lutheran Parish, where more than 40 individuals
with high blood pressure were referred for care. Machame Lutheran Hospital is one
of three hospitals run by our companion synod, the Northern Diocese of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania.

RESOURCES
Capital Campaign Update
As of March 18, the Capital Campaign has fifty-three gifts for a total of $24,366. We have received
cash gifts of $14,946 and have outstanding pledges of $9,370.
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COUNCIL REPORT & TRANSITION/CALL PROCESS UPDATE
March 2010 Council Report by Don Rowen, Council Vice-President
The Lord of Love council met on March 16, 2010. The minutes of the March meeting are summarized as
follows:


Ministry Reports – Each ministry committee highlighted items from its report.
 Nurture – The Nurture committee is exploring options for pairing with another church to provide
Vacation Bible School this summer.
 Outreach – The Mission committee decided to give $8,200 to Bob Kasworm’s House for Health
program. The funds would come from the special offering during Advent and Christmas and the
Congregational Mission Funds from 2009. This amount will build two houses.
 Resources – Larry Czapla has decided to retire on May 30, 2010. The Property committee will
begin to work on finding a replacement.



Responsibility List – The council reviewed names that were suggested for transfer from the active
roster to the responsibility (inactive) list and approved the transfer of two families and two individuals.



Financial Status – The bank account is near zero, so we are going to have to be careful about
spending.



Call Process
 Don Rowen led a review of the current draft of the Ministry Site/Congregation Profile. Suggestions
were made for changes to a couple of questions. Council members were asked to send any
additional comments or suggestions to Don.
 The council reviewed the benefit policy and compensation for the future pastor, including a proposal
for sabbatical and parental leave. Brian developed a proposal that would follow Synod
recommendations.
 It was reported that a draft of the Congregation Profile will be handed out to the congregation on
March 21 and that the Profile Team will host an Adult Forum on March 28 at 9:15 a.m. for the
congregation to give feedback about the Profile.
 The council decided to have a Special Congregational Meeting to elect the Call Committee on
April 18.



Action Items
 Approved the transfer of funds collected at the summer breakfasts last year to the Youth Fund to
help alleviate the deficient from last summer’s youth trip. This had been proposed last fall but was
not formally approved until now.
 Approved the establishment of a Memorial Fund for Pastor Maimu. The council decided to collect
funds until January 2011 and then hopefully have a Lord of Love member who goes on the next
Synod trip to Tanzania in February 2011 give the money to the family on the trip.
 Approved the giving of $2,500 to Habitat for Humanity for the 2010 ELF coalition build and
approved the undertaking of a fund-raising campaign for Habitat for Humanity in April and May to try
to collect $4,000. It was agreed that Sunday, April 25 would be Habitat Day.

2010 Lord of Love Church Council
Executive Committee: Brian Lund, President; Don Rowen, Vice-President; Brian Walther, Secretary; Lisa Meyer, Treasurer
Nurture: Heather Christensen, Angie Meyer
Outreach: Harry Naasz, Paul Christenson
Resources: Craig Pennell, Doug Armitage
Worship: Karen Mullen, Debra Gillespie
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COUNCIL REPORT & TRANSITION/CALL PROCESS UPDATE
From the Council President – April 2010 by Brian Lund, Council President
Time is a brisk wind, for each hour it brings something new...but who can understand and measure its
sharp breath, its mystery and its design? Paracelsus
There have been a lot of “time” changes since the March issue of The Love Letter. We
have changed back to Daylight Saving time, and it is now spring time. The council has
been spending a lot of time completing the Congregation Profile. And it is nearing time to
elect a call committee (on April 18) and get on with the work of calling a pastor. We have
pushed hard to get to this point, and now we have to let the process work, God’s time.
Your prayers, encouragement, and patience are very appreciated during this time of calling
a pastor.
Ecclesiastes 3:1 (NRSV) “For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.”
Building on Faith to Serve
“Created by God's gracious love, we are called, as a community of faith, to be witnesses and servants of
Jesus to the world.” – Mission statement of Lord of Love
In our Junior High Sunday School class the past 2 years, Deb and I have covered the fundamentals of the
Lutheran faith: The Lord’s Prayer, The Ten Commandments, and an overview of the Old and New
Testaments. We have brought Luther’s Small Catechism into the lessons where it is appropriate. This has
been a terrific review for Deb and me, bringing back memories of our own confirmation studies and the
beginnings of our own faith building.
We have recently embarked on a 10 week study of the Apostles Creed. Just think of spending 3 weeks
reviewing the First Article: I believe in God the Father, almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. We confess
this every Sunday, but have you thought about its meaning lately? I’ll admit that I don’t usually give it much
thought. But, after these 3 weeks of review, I am struck again by the implications of this short statement
and do think about this each time we use this in worship.
Luther asks: What does this mean? His response reveals the who, what, and why of our loving Father.
God is reaffirmed as the Creator; “God has created me and all that exists.” Luther shows the action of God
in our daily lives; “He provides me with food and clothing, home and family, daily work, and all I need from
day to day.” We are reminded of God’s love for us; “All this He does out of fatherly and divine goodness
and mercy, though I do not deserve it.” And then, we are instructed on how we should respond to God’s
grace, his undeserved love; “Therefore I surely ought to thank and praise, serve, and obey him.”
What should our response to God be? That is up to each individual. For me, it means doing my part to
further God’s work in this world; using my skills as best I can in service to the church and its ministries;
giving of my financial gifts (earned by use of talents provided by God) to support the work of our church and
its local, state, national, and international mission; and accepting and encouraging those whom I come in
contact with each day (sometimes I really need God’s help on this one). Have you thought about this
recently? Are you comfortable that you are responding appropriately to God’s love for you?
I am thankful for all the members of Lord of Love and their love for our God, our church, and His people.
Please continue to pray for our congregation as we journey into God’s grace throughout this pastoral call
process.
In faith and service,
Brian Lund
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MEN’S NEWS CORNER
Easter Prayer Vigil

NHRA Summer Nationals

Men's Ministry is holding an overnight fellowship
event at Paul and Deb Christenson's house in
support of the Good Friday all-night prayer vigil
that begins immediately following the Good
Friday worship service at Lord of Love. Contact
Paul or Deb at 493-9187 or any member of the
Men's Breakfast Ministry for details.

Get ready for the trip to watch the 22nd annual
O'Reilly Auto Parts NHRA Summer Nationals in
Topeka, Kansas, on Saturday, May 21, 2010.
Sign up and watch more details soon available.

Men’s Softball
We have signed up our team and requested to play on Monday nights at Kelley Field. Games are
scheduled to start on Monday, April 19. We have room for a couple more players (especially if they
are young and can run). If you know anyone who might be interested, have them contact Don Rowen
at 965-8977. We will hold practices on April 11 and April 18 at 4:00 p.m. at the ball field behind Laura
Dodge Elementary School (3520 Maplewood Boulevard).
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WOMEN OF LOVE
Paths to Wholeness: Annual Women’s Retreat
Lord of Love women will hold their annual spring retreat at St. Benedict
Center in Schuyler on Friday and Saturday, April 23-24, 2010. Paths to
Wholeness is the theme for the retreat and is based on a resource from the
Women of the ELCA.
Registration forms with detailed information are available at the Information
Center in the Narthex. Registration is $70 for overnight lodging, materials,
and three meals and is due on Easter Sunday, April 4. Full or partial
scholarships are available to help with registration fees, if needed. If you
have never attended a Lord of Love women's retreat, you are eligible to
register for a free retreat package, also at the Information Center. The
winner will be notified by April 11.

Coffee
Fellowship
All women are
invited to join the
Lord’s Laughing
Ladies! We meet
at 8:00 a.m. for
fellowship at
Crane Coffee,
77th and Cass, on
April 2, 16, and 30.

At the retreat, registration begins at 4:00 p.m. on Friday, followed by dinner
at 6:15 p.m. and the program beginning at 7:00 p.m. The retreat will end at
3:30 p.m. on Saturday. Arrangements will be made for carpooling. Please
plan to attend, and friends are also welcome to attend.
Contact Ruth Manning at 455-7221 or cranecoffeechick@gmail.com if you
have any questions.

Project Hope and “Meet the Challenge”
Thank you for you generosity to Project Hope! The Feinstein challenge continues until then end of the
month. This is the time to make your donations go further!
Place items in the containers under the Information Center
in the Narthex. The needs for April are canned fruit as well
as macaroni and cheese. In addition, the following
personal care items are always welcome: bar soap,
bathroom tissue, can openers, conditioner, deodorant,
diapers, dish soap, feminine hygiene products, hair
products (combs, brushes), Kleenex, laundry soap,
mouthwash (without alcohol), razors, shaving cream,
toothbrushes, and toothpaste.
The Feinstein Challenge:
Alan Shawn Feinstein will divide $1 million among agencies nationwide who agree to “Meet the
Challenge.” Any of your donations received until April 30 are counted towards the Feinstein
challenge. These donations can include cash, checks, and food items (valued at $1.00 per item or
pound) or pledges. Keep an eye on the Project Hope website (projecthopeomaha.org) to watch the
total grow. The goal is to collect $60,000 in cash or in-kind donations. As of March 19, Project Hope
had reached 25% of the goal.
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WOMEN OF LOVE
Lutheran Woman Today Bible Study – To God’s Beloved: Paul’s Letter to the Romans
Session 8 – Holy Hospitality
“Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of
God.” (Romans 15:7)
You are invited to join one of these groups to participate in this study:
 Monday, April 5, Old Country Buffet, 145th and West Center Road at 6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday, April 7, Mary Room at 6:00 p.m.

New Nurturing and Fellowship Opportunity for Single Moms
“Faith and Fellowship,” a group for single moms wanting to get
together with other single moms for Christian fellowship, will be
meeting on April 10 at 7:00 p.m. at Lord of Love to start a Bible
study on Sarah and then to have pie afterward for fellowship.
Child care will be provided. Have your child(ren) bring a favorite
game to share! We need to know how many participants will be
joining us so we can have enough study books for everyone, and
we must know how many children will need child care as well. If
interested in the group, call the church office at 493-2946 and let
Mary Lou know.

2010 Metro East Spring Gathering
The 2010 Metro East Spring Gathering will be held on Saturday, April 17 at
First Lutheran Church in Blair. The theme is “Share the Light of Christ: Live,
Laugh, and Love,” and the theme verse is “… let’s live by the light of the
Lord.” Isaiah 2:5b.
Registration forms are available at the Information Center in the Narthex
and are due by April 7. The cost is $15.00 and includes lunch. Checks can
be made to Women of the ELCA, and forms and checks should be mailed to
Nancy Johnson, NSWO Treasurer. Registrations are transferable, but NOT
refundable. If you have questions, please contact Jane Olafson at 571-3022.
The schedule for the gathering includes keynote speaker Pastor Carm Aderman of Lutheran Memorial,
a brief business meeting, Bible Study with Bishop David deFreeze, two workshop sessions, and
worship with Holy Communion. Attendees can choose two of the following three workshops offered:
 A Baltic Journey: The Church Rebuilds after Communism – Bishop Dennis and Barb Anderson
 Making Communities Better for Kids using Development Assets – Curt Barr, Pharm.D.
 Lydia House, Reaching Women in Need – Maggie Cope
Continued on the next page
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WOMEN OF LOVE
2010 Metro East Spring Gathering, continued
Monetary and tangible offerings will be collected at the Spring Gathering. Monetary offerings will be
divided as follows:
 ½ to the Churchwide Women’s Organization (CWO)
 ¼ to the Nebraska Synodical Women’s Organization (NSWO)
 ¼ to the Lutheran Family Services Building Families Boutique
Tangible offerings will be donated to Lydia House. At Lord of Love, we will be collecting items in a
specially marked area in the Narthex, and these items will be delivered by those in attendance.
Suggested tangible offerings include the following:
Personal Care Items for Women
 Shower Soap
 Bath Powder
 Shampoo
 Conditioner
 Deodorant
 Lotions

Personal Care Items for Children
 Children’s soap
 Baby powder
 Baby shampoo
 Kid’s toothpaste
 Disposable diapers
 Children’s lotions

Clothing
 New underwear for women and teenagers
 Bras for all sizes (including young girls)
 New “FUN” underwear for children (underpants,
shorts, and/or shirts)
 Socks for all sizes

Calendar of Events
April
2
3
5
6
7
14
16
17
20
23-24
30

8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
8:15 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.

Coming Soon
September 25, 2010
July 12-14, 2011
July 14-17, 2011
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Coffee Fellowship, Crane Coffee, 77th and Cass
Craft Day, Preschool Room
LWT Bible Study, Old Country Buffet, 145th and West Center Road
Quilters, Fellowship Hall
LWT Bible Study, Mary Room
Women’s Ministry Team meeting, Mary Room
Coffee Fellowship, Crane Coffee, 77th and Cass
Metro East Spring Gathering, First Lutheran, Blair, NE
Quilters, Fellowship Hall
Women’s Retreat at St. Benedict Center, Schuyler, NE
Coffee Fellowship, Crane Coffee, 77th and Cass

Autumn Renewal, Bethlehem Lutheran, Wahoo, NE
W/ELCA Triennial Convention, Spokane, WA
W/ELCA Triennial Gathering, Spokane, WA
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LOL YOUTH
Easter Breakfast

Car Wash Fundraiser

The Youth Group will be
preparing and serving Easter
breakfast again this year. The
youth will meet in the kitchen
at 9:00 a.m. Saturday, April 3
to help prepare breakfast.
Breakfast will be served on
Easter Sunday between the
8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
worship services.

By the time the
Sunday after Easter
rolls around, even
the most pessimistic
among us expect the
snow to be all gone
for the year, so it will
be a great time to
get your car washed! The Youth Group car
wash will be held on April 11 after the 10:30
a.m. worship service. Adam Lueders will be
pre-selling tickets; $10 is humbly suggested for
the price, and of course more will be gratefully
accepted.

Beware of Pink Flamingos!
You may have noticed the spring migration of pink flamingos in
the area. If a flock lands in your yard some night, a donation to
the Youth Group (along with a suggestion for the next house to
be visited) will take care of getting them out of your yard. See
Adam Lueders or any Youth Group member if you want to
discuss “insurance” to keep flamingos from visiting your yard.
Be aware, however, that if someone’s donation is more than
you paid for insurance, your insurance may be cancelled.

Youth Group Plans for Summer
Why is the Youth Group is busily raising money this spring? They are making
plans to visit Carol Joy Holling Camp in May and are planning a trip to Worlds
of Fun in Kansas City. Your support for the Youth Group is always appreciated.

Calendar of Youth Events
April
3
4
11

9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
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Prepare Easter breakfast
Serve Easter breakfast
Car wash fundraiser
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JUST FOR KIDS

© Copyright Bible Kids Fun Zone 2003

The Love Letter

17

April 2010

JUST FOR KIDS

The Love Letter

18

April 2010

IN OUR PRAYERS & LOVE NOTES
In Our Prayers
Bob McKnight (grandfather of Ann Kroll)
Pastor Elibariki Mtui and all the saints of TPC Lutheran
Parish, Tanzania
Harry Naasz
Clarence (Swede) Nelson (brother of Pauline Shaffer)
Eunice Neve
Michael O’Toole (nephew of Mary Lou Gustafson)
Johanna Olson (niece of Tom and Beth Olson)
Joe Policky (grandfather of Tamra Johnston)
Bill and Bev Pugh (former members)
Berniece Reitan
Angel Restivo (friend of Marilyn Thomsen)
Don St. Ours (brother-in-law of Lynda McGraw)
Evelyn Sacrider
Brenda Thom
Nancy Thoman (stepmom of Ann Kroll)
Joey Thompson (friend of the Murphys)
Brody Vermilyea (grandson of Brian and Nancy
Shinrock)
Rachel Wapelhorst (niece of Brenda Mac)
Agnes Wilson
Julie Wolf

Catherine
Dr. Lori Arneson (niece of Ruth Cooley)
Dick Bell
Ryan Bolen (nephew of Sandy Hall)
Katie Brink (friend of the VenHuizens)
Miranda Brown (friend of the Shinrocks)
Portia Bruning (cousin of Shirley Schuchard)
Ann Christiansen
Elmer Corey (friend of Tom and Beth Olson)
Jan Davis (aunt of Paula Foster)
Heidi DeMarsh (cousin of Brian Lund)
Laura and Jeremy DeWitt
Colin Farbotka (nephew of Tom and Beth Olson)
Patty George (friend of the Rieffs)
Machelle Gross (niece of Lynda McGraw)
Jim and Norma Gunter
Amber Hartin (granddaughter of the Shinrocks)
Matthew Hayek (nephew of Sandy Hall)
Marj Holbrook (mother of Judy Messerschmidt)
Cathy Johnson (friend of Marilyn Thomsen)
Tamra Johnston
Bob Kasworm and his ministry in Tanzania
Ken Kellogg (father of Karen Armitage)
Paula Lawhead (at seminary)
Carl Lueders (uncle of Dave Lueders)
Irene Lund (aunt of Brian Lund)
Rebecca Lund (at seminary)
Brenda Mac
Abbie Mahler (niece of Jane Hawkins)

Men’s servant ministry
Stephen Ministers and their care receivers
Those deployed around the world
Those seeking employment
Those who mourn

If you would like to add a name to the In Our Prayers section of The Love Letter, please contact the office at
402.493.2946, send an email to marylou@lord-of-love.org, or fill out a prayer request note available in the narthex and
place it in the basket. Please help keep this list current by informing us when a name can be removed. Thanks!

Love Notes
Thank you to the Worship Planning Committee for
their work this Lenten season! The theme
“Making Sense of Lent” for the midweek Lenten
worship services was interesting and thought
provoking. And thank you to Pastor Bob for
leading worship services and involving the
congregation in discussion. It was a refreshing
change of pace.
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Mission Statement: Created by God’s gracious love, we are called, as a community of faith,
to be witnesses and servants of Jesus to the world.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
This Month

This Month, continued

April 2

Good Friday Prayer Vigil

April 23-24

Women’s Retreat at
St. Benedict’s Retreat Center

April 3

Easter breakfast preparation
Women of Love Craft Day

April 24

Preschool Garage Sale

April 4

Easter Worship and Breakfast

April 25

Habitat for Humanity Sunday

April 11

Youth Group Car Wash

April 17-18

LOL hosts ELF Habitat build

April 18

Special Congregational
Meeting to elect Call
Committee

Upcoming Events
May 16

Last Day of Sunday School
Community Garden Planting
Congregational Potluck Lunch

Articles for The Love Letter can be submitted to the editor, Kim Gust, in the Love Letter mailbox at church or by
email at loveletter@lord-of-love.org. Articles must be received by the Love Letter editor by the 20th of the month.
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