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Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on March 9. Lenten soup suppers
and mid-week worship services begin that evening. Sign up to serve
a soup supper, and be sure to attend suppers and Lenten worship
services, which will focus on prayer (see page 7, Nurture, and page 4,
Worship). Everyone is also welcome to attend the worship planning
meeting on Saturday, March 12 to help plan worship services during the
Easter season (see page 5, Worship).
Beginning in March, fair trade products will be sold on the second
Sunday of each month. This kicks off on March 13 with a coffee
tasting, door prizes, and more (see page 11, Outreach). Work in the
Community Garden also begins in March as volunteers are needed to
help spread Omagro once it is delivered (see page 9, Outreach).
Plans for Vacation Bible School are underway, both in an outreach
effort for Iglesia Cristo Rey (see page 9, Outreach) and at Lord of Love
(see page 8, Nurture).
Finally, the youth have many activities planned this spring and summer,
beginning with the return of their flamingo fundraiser and a scavenger
hunt in March (see page 17, LOL Youth). Members of the congregation
are needed to help with the scavenger hunt on Sunday, March 27, and
can sign up on the youth information board in the Narthex.
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PASTOR’S PAGE
The Meaning of the Ashes by Pastor Brad
“Return to the Lord, your God, for he is
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and
abounding in steadfast love.” Joel 2:13
Have you wondered why
we mark ourselves with
ashes at the beginning
of Lent? It’s a reminder
that someday our life on
earth will come to an
end, but it also holds a
promise.

This remembrance that we are sinful and
mortal recognizes that we will all die, yet for
Christians we know there is more because of
Jesus. Thanks to his saving death on the cross
and his resurrection on Easter, we live!

Ash Wednesday is a day of repentance that
marks the beginning of Lent, a 40-day period
of fasting, prayer, and repentance for believers.
Ashes were used in ancient times, according
to the Bible, to express mourning. Dusting
oneself with ashes was the penitent’s way of
expressing sorrow for sins and faults. The
ashes are placed on our forehead as a visible
sign that we are remorseful. They are placed
in the sign of a cross for us to remember that
even in the midst of our sin, we are forgiven
and freed by the cross of Christ.

At the beginning of Lent, we remember that the
Holy Spirit and the promise of salvation have
been given to us through baptism, and we ask
ourselves, “How are we living differently
because of that gift?” Lent gives us the
opportunity to ask that question, to reflect upon
it, to pray about it. Easter gives us the
opportunity to live it out!
Peace,
Pastor Brad

As the ashes are given, we hear: “Remember
that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”

Ask the Pastor!
Question: “Pastor Brad, why do you commune yourself before the
distribution to the congregation?”
Answer: “I commune myself first because it is the tradition that I was taught
in seminary. I was instructed that Luther believed that the pastor communed
first for ‘the value of good order in the Church,’ or what we might call churchly
etiquette. The pastor reflects a proper way of receiving the sacrament. Also,
in the history of the early church, Christians were persecuted or tortured because of the
misunderstanding that Christians were cannibals; eating the body and drinking the blood of Christ.
The pastor communed first to show others that he was willing to be persecuted first—putting his life
on the line. I have followed these traditional understandings in my ministry.”
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WORSHIP
Praying Through Lent
Do you pray? What does it mean to pray? Our prayers as Christians can be intensely personal. They
can also be very public. They can be a time of talking to God as well as a time of listening. Join us for
midweek Lenten services this year as we discuss prayer and all that it means for Christians. Services
are at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays, beginning on March 9 with the traditional Ash Wednesday service
with communion and imposition of ashes. Lenten soup suppers will be served beginning at 5:30 p.m.
all through Lent, including Ash Wednesday
(but not during Holy Week).
Topics for the Wednesdays after Ash Wednesday:
1. Prayer? Why pray?
2. What do you believe about prayer?
3. Ways to pray.
4. Listening in prayer.
5. Praying all ways and always.

Lord of Love’s Worship Servants
March 6

March 13

March 20

March 27

8:00 a.m.

Paul and Deb Christenson

Jesse and Pat Brewer

Jim and Jeri Morgan

Paul and Peg Murphy

10:30 a.m.

Brian and Nancy Shinrock

Barb Haskins,
Gary Krause

Roger and Angie Meyer

John and Gwen Edwards

Greeter(s)

Liturgist
8:00 a.m.

Brad VenHuizen

10:30 a.m.

Rex Quadhamer

Kenn Garder
Claudia Rowen

Susan Lueders

Communion Servers
8:00 a.m.

Brad and Randi
VenHuizen

10:30 a.m.

Quadhamer family

Garder family
Rowen family

Lueders family

Anne Yarger

Sarah Horan

Lisa Rieff

Pat Brewer

8:00 a.m.

Cathy Aden

Doug and Rose Roberts

Vandeventer girls

Ed and Marjorie Keiser

10:30 a.m.

Diana Haye,
Marcia Roads

Debra Gillespie,
Karen Armitage

Brenda and Suzanne Mac

Rowen family

Nursery Attendant(s)
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
Altar Care

Ushers
8:00 a.m.

David Hild, Paul Murphy, Claude Hall, Bob Christensen

10:30 a.m.

Dan Manning, Rex Quadhamer, Gary Ramsay, John Edwards
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WORSHIP
Worship Planning
The worship planning committee doesn't have
“term limits,” but we also don't have a minimum
required length of stay. Pop in for a meeting any
time you feel like it! New ideas are always
welcome. We will meet 8:00 a.m. on Saturday,
March 12. Come and join us as we prepare to
sing our way through as many wonderful Easter
hymns as we can!

Bell Choir Update
At this point, the future looks very promising for a bell choir at
Lord of Love. To summarize, a sign-up sheet produced a good
number of interested parties. Then, an informational meeting
was held between worship services on Sunday, January 30.
Heidi Meyer explained how she usually operates a bell choir
and answered a few questions from the group. We need at
least 8 people who would be committed to play, and we feel
confident that we have enough.
By the time this is published, we will have heard the Duchesne
Bell Choir perform (February 27). I hope that gives more
members an idea of how a bell choir functions and what a joy it
could be to participate in a bell choir.
Financially, we have already received approximately $6,500 in donations for the purchase of bells and
equipment. There is money in the Memorial Fund that would also be appropriate, but that is currently
under review. The total we hope to achieve is $11,000. If anyone else is interested in donating to this
cause, please contact Pastor Brad or Karen Mullen.

Funeral Preferences Form by Karen Mullen
After joining the church council in 2008, I adopted the goal of developing a form for church members
to use in an effort to record preferences for our own funerals. In my case, since most of my family
members are Catholics, they might not know what I want for the service itself or what charity I would
want to designate for memorials. This form not only allows individuals to record details about the
funeral service itself, but it also helps to establish who the executor of the estate is, where the will is
kept, what one prefers be done with the body, among others. These may not be pleasant thoughts for
any of us, but we will all die eventually. Completing such a form and keeping a copy of it in the church
office will assist your family in a time when they could feel quite lost in making such decisions. Ask
Mary Lou to put a copy of this form in your mailbox if you would like one. If you email me at
pkmullen@cox.net, I can send you a .pdf of the form.
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WORSHIP
Tape Ministry: The Faith Journey of Don Rowen
Karen Pickens asked me to share my faith story or journey.
My faith journey is the story of my life because in each different place I lived, I encountered other
Christians who played a role in the development of my faith. In hindsight, I see the hand of God in
placing these people in my life, and I feel he was preparing me for the future.
My faith journey began in childhood. I attended a United Methodist church every Sunday with my
family. I attended Sunday school each week but did not participate in many youth group activities and
did not have much knowledge about the Bible and Christian beliefs beyond knowing a few of the Bible
stories. My parents did not discus their faith openly with me; both were active in the church and
provided examples of Christian discipleship. My grandmother, Nadine Robinson, also provided an
example of Christian faith and discipline as I saw how she helped and dealt with people.
During college, I took a Western Civilization course where I read writings by several philosophers,
such as Thomas Aquinas, that caused me to question my belief in God. I did not find some of their
arguments for God very convincing. While attending college, I did not attend church and did not pray
very often. I did continue to ponder my belief and ultimately decided I preferred a universe in which
God existed, and so I hoped God existed. In my senior year of college, I was facing a decision of
where to go to graduate school. I had offers from the University of Minnesota and UCLA. I remember
I prayed about it, and the next morning I woke up and I had a feeling I should go to Minnesota.
When I began graduate school at the University of Minnesota, I also decided I wanted to learn more
about Christianity in order to determine if I would it. Through recommendations of acquaintances,
I started to attend a United Methodist church in Minneapolis with an active young adult group. I joined
a Bible study, began to read the Bible frequently, and attended some of their events. I also met
another group of Christians at the university. Two other Christians joined the research lab group of
which I was part. Through them, I began to participate in a Graduate Christian Fellowship group
overseen by Intervarsity, and we supported each other’s faith journey amongst while in the largely
non-Christian scientific community there. In Graduate Christian Fellowship, we discussed many of the
major philosophical questions of faith, such as are only Christians going to heaven? The third major
event that happened during my time in Minnesota was I met my future wife, Claudia. While dating her,
I began to attend the ELCA Lutheran church she had been attending since childhood. She also
participated in the Graduate Christian Fellowship, and we have been arguing about a few points ever
since. In hindsight, I can see the hand of God in helping my faith through leading me to other
Christians there and how they helped to strength my faith.
After completing my graduate studies, Claudia and I moved to Boston, Massachusetts. There, we
attended a small United Methodist church, and I had great discussions with a scientist in the lab who
was Christian. Next, we moved to Ann Arbor, Michigan. In Ann Arbor, we attended King of Kings
Lutheran Church and become more involved in the church. There, I began to see the merits of
Lutheran theology. Then I got a job offer to teach at the University of Nebraska at Omaha. We
wanted to be back in the Midwest and closer to family in Kansas and Minnesota. Members at King of
Kings told us that former members, Amy Kragnes and Gary Krause, lived in Omaha and gave us their
contact information. After buying a house and moving to Omaha, we contacted Amy, and she said
Continued on the next page
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WORSHIP
Tape Ministry: The Faith Journey of Don Rowen, continued
they attended Lord of Love Lutheran Church. We looked up the address and were amazed to find out
the church was located 1 mile from our house. We attended and liked the individuals we met, joined,
and have become active in the church ever since. At Lord of Love, I feel my beliefs and faith have
continued to be challenged by my participation in Bible and book studies, the Men’s breakfast group,
and from serving on council. Because I teach biology, I have also spent considerable time pondering
questions about how I can be both a biologist and a Christian and what to think about the stories in
Genesis and the creation stories.
Throughout my adult life, I have continued to experience doubt and uncertainty about God and the
tenets of our faith but think that questioning and doubt are a healthy part of faith. Uncertainty causes
one to continue to ponder and question your faith, which leaves you open to spiritual growth. My faith
in God has now come to rest on the events of my life where, in hindsight, I see God’s hand, on similar
stories I have heard from others, and how my faith has given me peace and joy. I have experienced
peace when I pray and turn my troubles over to God and trust God to be with me through the good and
bad times. I have experienced joy from being in fellowship with other Christians and from helping
others. I hope you all also experience peace and joy from your faith.
To all my fellow Christians at Lord of Love,
Don Rowen

NURTURE
Lenten Soup Suppers

Celebration of Baptism

Lori Vandeventer and Paula Foster are the new
council members on the Nurture Committee.

On Tuesday, February 22,
we had the Celebration of
Adult Baptism of Rhett
Messerschmidt.

The next major Nurture
events are the annual Lenten
Soup Suppers. The first
week, Ash Wednesday, will
be hosted by Ruth Manning
and Marilyn Thomsen. The
second week will be hosted
by the church council.

We welcome you into the
Lord's family as a fellow
member of the body of Christ!
We celebrate with you.

Sunday Morning Women’s Bible Study

Typically 60 to 80 people attend these suppers.
There is a free-will offering for the suppers. The
proceeds from the suppers and the Lenten plate
offering are designated to go toward Pastor
Maimu's family.

You are invited to join other women in a great
Bbile study starting March 13 at 9:15 a.m. in the
Mary Room. The group will be using the book
“Mary, Nurturing a Heart of Humility,” by Elizabeth
George. Sound interesting? Please join us even
if you cannot attend every Sunday. Contact
Lynnette Nore for more information about this
study.

A sign-up sheet for the March 23, March 30,
April 6, and April 13 suppers will be in the
Narthex.
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NURTURE
SonSurf Beach Bash – Dude, It’s All About Jesus
On those hot summer days, the beach is the perfect place for VBS!
As kids explore the wonders of the beach, they’ll also discover the
Big Answers to the Big Questions about Jesus: who He is and why
they need Him. At SonSurf Beach Bash VBS, kids learn that there
is only one truth: Jesus!
VBS will be back at Lord of Love this year! We are SO excited to
bring this year’s beach theme and the message of Jesus to our
children in our congregation and our community! Mark June 13
to 17 from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. on your calendar to participate!
This year’s program will be a bit different than past years as we will run our program in the evening.
We will have a family meal from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. and VBS program from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
This ministry and outreach will take MANY volunteers. There is something for everyone to do to
support the success of VBS.
Planning is underway. We ask that you prayerfully consider how you might help us build a successful
VBS program. Some opportunities are short term and very simple, others may require time in
preparing for VBS, and others will require time in implementing the programs that week.
To volunteer, simply contact Heather Christensen at 415-4571 or Mary Lou or Pastor Brad at the
church at 493-2946. We are looking for volunteers—youth and adults—for the following areas:
Promotion & Registration Team, Props & Décor Team, Dinner Team, Snack Team, Craft Team,
Music Team, Assembly (opening & closing with skits) Team, Game Team, Bible Story Team,
Teaching Team, Take Aways Team, and Prayer Team.
There is something for everyone!! So call now to share your talents and strengths with us. See ya at
the beach to share the SONshine!

Weekly Education Opportunities at Lord of Love
Sunday
9:15 a.m.

Monday
6:00 p.m.

Sunday School (Preschool – High School) @
LOL Classrooms
Adult Studies @ LOL Abraham, Mary, and
Joseph Rooms

Wednesday
5:00 p.m. Confirmation (7th & 8th grades) @ LOL Abraham
Room
6:00 p.m. Luther Kids (1st – 6th grades) @ LOL Preschool
6:00 p.m. Lutheran Woman Today Bible Study @ LOL
Joseph Room (first Wednesday of month)

Lutheran Woman Today Bible Study @ Old
Country Buffet (first Monday of month)

Thursday
9:30 a.m.
Saturday
7:00 a.m.
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OUTREACH
Community Garden
The nice weather is giving us spring fever, and we have started planning for the
Community Garden! We will be getting a truckload of Omagro in March. When the
Omagro is delivered, we will need wheelbarrows and strong backs backs to spread
the Omagro. In April, we will plant potatoes. The rest of the garden will be planted
on May 15 at 9:30 a.m., unless there is rain. This is a great opportunity to do
mission work in our own backyard. All ages are encouraged to participate. We
need help all summer long to do watering, weeding, and harvesting. All proceeds
go to Project Hope. This has been a success for several years due to all of the
volunteers, but we need everyone’s help to have continued success.

Mission Possible Update – Iglesia Cristo Rey
One of the areas designated for our mission dollars in 2010-2011 is Iglesia Cristo Rey, a Latino ELCA
congregation in South Omaha. Lord of Love provided Spark Bibles for the children in their Sunday
Schools classes, which is new for the congregation this school year. The plan was to assist in
teaching Sunday School in March. However, leadership has evolved from the congregation, so there
is no longer a need for teachers. However, there are two ways you can participate in assisting Cristo
Rey.
First, as you may know, the Lutheran Pantry housed at Cristo
Rey is in desperate need of food products, diapers, and other
personal items. Pastor Liz Conner informed us that they were
completely out of dried pinto beans this week, which is of
course a staple in the diet of those visiting their food pantry.
Second, Deb Lund is heading up a Vacation Bible School
session at Iglesia Cristo Rey during their summer Project
Embrace Program June 7, 8, and 9 from 9:15 to 11:30 a.m.
She will need ideas and assistants, so please let her know
if you are interested in helping with this project.

ELCA/Nebraska Synod Mission Update by Deb Lund
Edited from the January 2011 “Fill, Spill, Thrill” newsletter article by Rev. Martin Russell, Assistant to the Bishop

Together, we live love… building homes.
From its earliest days, the Christian church has moved outward. Disciples and apostles moved away
from their home cultures, sharing their faith over unfamiliar meals with strangers whose ways were
new to them. Within the Nebraska Synod, our global mission efforts have found a wonderful
expression in our two companion synod relationships: the United Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Argentina and the Northern Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania.
Continued on the next page
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OUTREACH
ELCA/Nebraska Synod Mission Update, continued
Two years ago, we launched a project in partnership with Alegent Health called Houses for Health.
(Lord of Love provided funds for two houses through this program in 2010.) For the very poor of
Tanzania, poverty leads to bad health, and bad health leads to poverty—a vicious downward spiral.
This is particularly true of those living with HIV/AIDS. There is some good news in that at least some
of the AIDS sufferers in Tanzania are now able to receive the medicines needed to help keep them
alive. But we are finding that some of these people are living in such substandard housing (even by
Tanzanian standards) that their health and even their lives are further threatened. Despite the
medicine, it is not easy to survive AIDS, tuberculosis, and more if you are wet, cold, and sleeping in
the mud or dust.
To address this need, we began the Houses for Health program to build very basic but dry and
functional homes for specially targeted individuals: those with severe health problems that are further
threatened by their seriously substandard living situation – those who are extremely poor and
especially those whose death would leave behind more orphans.
I want to introduce you to the family receiving our most recent home: Raheli,
who lives in the subvillage of Foo Juu in the Machame area of Kilimanjaro.
Raheli is 27 years old, and she has four children: Noeli (8), Priska (6), Felix
(3), and a 1-month-old baby. Raheli’s husband fell from a tree several
months ago, breaking his back and eventually dying from his injury. As if
that were not enough, she is also HIV positive, and although her health is
currently good, she is being monitored for the time her immunity begins to
drop. Just to add to the challenges, her home site is high up the mountain
that no vehicle can access. Bob Kasworm (our very own Lord of Love
member), who serves on behalf of Alegent Health in Tanzania, met with her
extended family and community, and they have agreed to help transport
goods (blocks, cement, stones, sand, etc.) up to the site (mostly on their
heads and shoulders).
The new home for Raheli and her children was made possible through the
generosity of an individual in our Nebraska Synod who gave the gift of this
home in loving memory of her father.
Thank you to all the individuals, groups, and congregations who generously provided funds to build a
home! Houses for Health addresses a great need! We just completed construction on our 25th home,
and ground was broken on our 26th home.
Through the Houses for Health project, funds are directed through the Nebraska Synod of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America that administers this program in partnership with Bob
Kasworm of Alegent Health. Houses for Health is able to generate meaningful employment through
employing 100 percent local labor and to make a direct injection of cash to the local economy through
using 99 percent local materials. The cost for a home is approximately $4,000.
May the Lord bless you as you bless others through your generosity and caring!
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OUTREACH
Fair Trade Products
Beginning in March, Fair Trade coffee, tea, and chocolate bars will be sold in the narthex on the second
Sunday of each month. Lord of Love has been a long-time supporter of the Lutheran World Relief (LWR)
Coffee Project. We have sold their products for several years and also serve LWR Fellowship Blend coffee
on Sunday mornings. The LWR Coffee Project ensures that more of the money you spend on coffee
reaches the farmers who actually grow it. Fair Trade coffee is a simple solution that means the
difference—quite literally—between surviving and not surviving for small-scale coffee farmers.
You’re invited to participate in our Coffee Tasting on Sunday, March 13.
We will be sampling four different varieties of coffee: Organic Sisters’ Blend,
Organic Gumutindo, Organic Breakfast Blend, and Organic Decaf Breakfast
Blend. Register for door prizes, and purchase your favorite products.
Our coffee project is sponsored by LOL’s Women of Love.

RESOURCES
Stewardship All Year Long: Invite by Doug Armitage
Nearly everything begins with an invite. A little over 22 years ago, I invited a girl to dance with me. After
spilling her drink, I asked her for her phone number. I remember calling her to invite her to go out with me.
Of course I got her answering machine and left a pretty clueless message. She returned my call anyway.
A little less than 2 years later, we were married.
When I think about that sequence of events, I am reminded of several things about the invitation. First, I
was nervous about every invitation along the way. Second, I didn’t exactly come off as someone who was
confident in what I was doing. Third, it was the single best thing I have ever done. The last thing I am
always reminded of is God’s hand in that invitation, clumsy as it was.
God understands that we are not polished inviters. He uses imperfect people throughout the Bible to do his
will. From Moses and Aaron to Sampson, from David to Lazarus, God has used His imperfect people to
advance His Kingdom.
Inviting someone to join you at church or be on your ministry team can be a little bit nerve-racking. It does
get easier after you have done it a few times, but it never gets easy. For the person making an invitation to
participate in a ministry team, I offer this. You are doing God’s work. He will work through you to assemble
a team that will accomplish the task at hand. For the person being asked, I ask that you remember to ask
God’s direction when being invited. The person inviting you to be part of their team understands the feeling
of being ‘out of your comfort zone.’ Prayfully consider God’s will, and respond accordingly.
My nervous invitations over 21 years ago now greatly define who I am and what I live for. I have a beautiful
family and life. That invitation led me to Lord of Love (Karen was already an active member). It has
shaped nearly everything that I have done from that point forward. If you had been there for the clumsy
invitations, you never would have believed the end result. I thank God that he works through our
invitations, polished or not.
May God bless everyone who invites others to participate in His Kingdom.
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COUNCIL REPORT
February 2011 Strategic Planning Committee Report by Brian Walther, Council Secretary
On Tuesday, February 15, we had our first Strategic Planning Committee meeting of the year. We laid
out our topics for the remainder of this year, which are as follows:
April
June
August
October
December

Committee
Resources
Outreach
Worship
Nurture
V&C

Topic
Building
Outreach
Worship
Youth Ministry
New Member Involvement

The topic discussed this month was ministry team formation. To succeed in forming a ministry team,
we first need to define the needs and expectations of the team, so we will start with a job description.
Time is an important factor for many individuals, so if we define the task and quantify the time that we
anticipate will be needed to complete the work, individuals can make an informed decision on whether
they will be willing to accept and participate on a given ministry team. Once we get a ministry team in
place and provide the basic information, we need to give them ownership of the project. Giving the
team members praise and encouragement will help set people up for success. We need to remember
that a “please” and “thank you” also go a long way, especially since there will be other needs within
our mission at Lord of Love.
Please remember that we are a family and nothing can get accomplished without prayer, guidance,
and help from each other. Mentoring a newer church family member is part of our ministry, too.

From the Council President – March 2011 by Brian Lund, Council President
Philippians 1:9-11 (NIV) And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in
knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and
blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—
to the glory and praise of God.
Thanks to all of our members who participated in the semi-annual meeting and visioning activity.
I hope that you enjoyed the opportunity for discussion on our council focus areas for 2011. Your
comments have been received, compiled, and presented to the council members. Look for some
copies of these notes in the resource area in the narthex as well.
Continued on the next page

2011 Lord of Love Church Council
Executive Committee: Brian Lund, President; Kenn Garder, Vice-President; Brian Walther, Secretary; Barb Haskins, Treasurer
Nurture: Lori Vandeventer, Paula Foster
Outreach: Paul Christenson, Jeri Morgan
Resources: Doug Armitage, Josh Combes
Worship: Karen Mullen, Randi VenHuizen
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COUNCIL REPORT
From the Council President – March 2011, continued
In February, the council met as a Strategic Planning group discussing ministry team formation. We
identified some opportunities for improvement and the actions to pursue.
Opportunity for Improvement

Action to be Taken

Provide more information about our ministry teams
and the council committee responsibilities.

Post information about the council committees
and prepare a ministry team directory.

Define the activities of our current ministry teams.

Review and update ministry job descriptions.

Be more intentional about asking/inviting people to
participate.

Network with our pastor and other leaders in the
congregation to identify those who may be able
to serve and ask them to do so.

Structure ministry teams to provide short-term
commitment opportunities.

Where possible, define ministry activities of 4 to
8 weeks, one time per month, or 3 or 4 times per
year.

Ease new team members into the service ministries
of our congregation.

Pair more experienced people with those with no
prior background in that ministry area.

1 Peter 4: 8-11 (NRSV) Above all keep your love for one another fervent,
because love covers a multitude of sins. Show hospitality to one another
without complaining. Just as each one has received a gift, use it to serve one
another as good stewards of the varied grace of God. Whoever speaks, let it
be with God’s words. Whoever serves, do so with the strength that God
supplies, so that in everything God will be glorified through Jesus Christ.
Some other parts of our Strategic Planning discussion focused on how we
transition activities between members of our congregation. These are
opportunities for positive change and re-energized ministry. But sometimes
our human nature results in friction, frustration, hurt feelings, and anger. We ask that
everyone remember to be Christ to others and to treat each other with respect and love.
Beginning in January, Deb and I have been reviewing the Ten Commandments in our Junior High
Sunday school class. The Holy Spirit must be at work. Just after we covered the 5th commandment,
“you shall not kill”, it came up as one of the Sunday readings! That Sunday we heard Jesus’ words,
“You have heard it said, … but I tell you…”. Martin Luther explained the commandment this way in the
small catechism; “We should fear and love God, and so we should not endanger our neighbor's life,
nor cause him any harm, but help and befriend him in every necessity of life.” We should always
speak well of each other and do our best to lift each other up, especially as we partner in serving
others.
Please continue to pray for our congregation, for Pastor Brad, for each other, and for all those in need.
Blessings in faith and service,
Brian Lund
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MEN’S NEWS CORNER
Men’s Softball
We are looking for men and boys (16 and older) to play
on a men’s softball team. If you are interested in playing
or know of anyone that might be interested in playing
(a neighbor, coworker, etc), please contact Don Rowen
at 965-8977 or drowen@unomaha.edu. We would play
in the Metro Omaha D league from late April to early
August, probably on Monday nights.

Lutheran Men in Mission Events
All men are invited to attend the Lutheran Men in Mission Gatherings this year. These are great
events for increasing your faith and for gathering in fellowship with other men to seek ways to live out
our faith. An update on the Nebraska and national gatherings is provided below.
Nebraska Lutheran Men in Mission Gathering – Six men from Lord of Love attended the Nebraska
Lutheran Men in Mission Gathering at Bethany Lutheran Church in Elkhorn on Saturday, February 12.
We heard a powerful message from Todd Brown, a former Cornhusker football player, and heard
about some of the activities of the Men’s Ministry of Bethany and Shepherd of the Hills in Lincoln and
joined in fellowship with other men’s group.
National Lutheran Men in Mission Gathering – July 22 – 24 in Denver, Colorado. A group of men
has committed to attending and is organizing a road trip. Please consider attending this great event!
There is a discount for registering as a group, so we are currently taking names and deposits for the
event. Group registration is $85, and the hotel rooms will be $100 a night. For more information, see
www.lutheranmeninmission.org or talk with Ron Thom or Tom Olson.

The Love Letter
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WOMEN OF LOVE
Women’s Retreat
After going to St. Benedict’s Retreat Center for several years towards the
end of April for our women’s spring retreat, we decided that wasn’t going
to work this year with Holy Week and Easter occurring about that time.
Instead, we have scheduled a day retreat at the church on Saturday,
March 26.
All women are invited to join us in
the Fellowship Hall from 9:30 a.m. to
3:00 p.m. The topic for the retreat is
“Praying in the Midst of Turmoil.”
Breakfast is provided, and a potluck
salad lunch will be held at noon. The
cost is $5.00 to cover expenses.
Please sign up at the Information
Center in the narthex.

Lutheran Woman Today Bible Studies
Session 7: The People of God: Loving Relationships
Theme verse: 36 “Teacher, which is the greatest
commandment in the Law?” 37 Jesus replied: “‘Love
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and
greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it:
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ Matthew 22:36-39
All women are invited to attend one of the two groups that meet for these
studies, both starting at 6:00 p.m.:
 Wednesday, March 2 in the Mary Room at Lord of Love
 Monday, March 7 at Old Country Buffet at 145th and West Center Road
Any questions? Please contact Ruth Manning at 455-7221 or
cranecoffeechick@gmail.com.

Women’s Ministry Team
Our team is short a couple of women to help administer the programs and
planning for women at Lord of Love. Please contact Brenda Thom at
398-1750 if you are interested in helping us out.
We also need people to plan the Fall Festival dinner and program, which
will be held on November 12. Ruth Manning will be heading up the silent
auction and is looking for volunteers to assist her. Contact her at 455-7221
or cranecoffeechick@gmail.com.
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Coffee
Fellowship
All women are
invited to join the
Lord’s Laughing
Ladies! We meet
at 8:00 a.m. for
fellowship at Crane
Coffee, 77th and
Cass, on March 4
and 18.

Project Hope
Thank you for your
continued
generosity to
Project Hope.
The needs for
March are canned
meat and treats for
Easter baskets.
The following
personal care items
are always needed:
bar soap, bathroom
tissue, can openers,
conditioner,
deodorant, dish
soap, feminine
hygiene products,
hair products
(combs and
brushes), Kleenex,
laundry soap,
mouthwash (without
alcohol), razors,
shaving cream,
toothbrushes, and
toothpaste. Please
place items in the
containers under
the Information
Center in the
narthex.

March 2011

WOMEN OF LOVE
Welcome Buckets
For several years, LOL Women of Love have purchased products for
Welcome Buckets for the Catholic Women’s Shelter. These are given to
women when they leave the shelter to move into their own places.
Items include a broom and dustpan, mop, bucket, clothes basket, bath
towels and wash cloths, kitchen towels and dish cloths, and a variety of
cleaning products and personal care items.
On a beautiful day towards the end of January, Randi V. and Ruth M.
went out to purchase items for 10 welcome buckets. We had a lot of
fun, and were able to purchase all but the bath towels at the Dollar Tree,
but found them at Big Lots. By taking out a customer appreciation card
at no cost, we saved an additional 20% off the bath towels.
We had such a good time and celebrated by going out to lunch! A
special thanks to Rose Roberts, who donated memorial money that had
been given in her mother’s remembrance. It covered all but about $13
for the 10 buckets.

Women of the ELCA Triennial Convention and Gathering
The theme of the Women of the ELCA Triennial Convention
and Gathering is “Renew, Respond, Rejoice.” Plan ahead and
save your money to attend the Triennial Convention and
Gathering in Spokane, Washington, from July 12 to 17, 2011.
Registration is now open. Go to www.womenoftheelca.org to
register online.

Calendar of Events
March
1
2
4
7
9
15
18
26

9:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.

Coming Soon
April 9, 2011
July 12-14, 2011
July 14-17, 2011
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Quilting for Lutheran World Relief, Fellowship Hall
LWT Bible Study, Mary Room
Coffee Fellowship, Crane Coffee, 77th and Cass
LWT Bible Study, Old Country Buffet, 145th and West Center Road
Women’s Ministry Team, Mary Room
Quilting for Lutheran World Relief, Fellowship Hall
Coffee Fellowship, Crane Coffee, 77th and Cass
Day retreat, Fellowship Hall

Metro East Spring Gathering, Kountze Memorial Lutheran Church, Omaha
W/ELCA Triennial Convention, Spokane, WA
W/ELCA Triennial Gathering, Spokane, WA
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LOL YOUTH
The Flamingos are Back!

Scavenger Hunt

Beginning in March,
the flamingos will
make a return flight
to Lord of Love
members in Omaha!
This is a fundraiser
for the youth to
attend upcoming
mission trips and the
2012 ELCA National
Youth Gathering.
Youth will participate in strategically placing the
flamingos at unsuspecting member’s homes.

On March 27, the youth will participate in a
Scavenger Hunt! Travel throughout Omaha
finding clues for your next destination! This is
Lord of Love’s version of the Amazing Race!
You’ll be hearing more about this fun family
event soon. For a team of 4, it will cost $20.
Get your team together, and sign up on the
youth information board.
ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS: We need
volunteers from the congregation to “man
stations” throughout the scavenger hunt. There
will be a sign-up sheet for this also on the youth
information board. If you need more
information, please contact Adam Lueders.

Easter Breakfast
Preparation for Easter breakfast will take place
on Saturday, April 23 at 10:00 a.m. The
breakfast will be served on Sunday, April 24,
Easter morning from 8:45 to 10:30 a.m.
Everyone’s help is needed for this great event!

Last Splash Bash!
In July or August, the Youth Group will hold its
annual Last Splash Bash! The specific date is
to be announced.
Mahoney State Park, here we come for a day of
fun and sun! Watch for more details.
Youth Worship Service
The youth will help plan
and lead the worship
services on May 8!

The Love Letter
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LOL YOUTH
Nebraska Synod Youth Mission Trip
This year’s Nebraska Synod Youth Mission Trip will be
held June 11-17, 2011. A variety of work projects will
get participants serving and learning throughout the
Denver, Colorado, metro area. Heatherlyn, a nationally
touring musician from Minneapolis, will join participants
on the trip and lead music during the nightly worship
services. Participants will be staying at Colorado
Christian University, and meals will be provided there.
Registration fees include transportation by coach buses,
lodging, special activities, and all meals except for those
during travel to and from Colorado. Participants will
depart from Carol Joy Holling near Ashland and yet-tobe-determined Western Nebraska location(s).
Eligible participants include youth entering high school in
the fall of 2011 through those graduating high school in
the spring of 2011 and their adult sponsors (over 21
years of age). Please note that no exceptions can be
made for anyone younger than these ages.

Calendar of Youth Events
March
All month
27

Flamingo fundraiser
Scavenger Hunt

Coming Soon
April 9-10
April 23
April 24
May 8
June 11-17
July/August

Lock-in
Easter Breakfast Preparation
Easter Breakfast
Youth Worship Service
Nebraska Synod Youth Mission Trip
Last Splash Bash
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JUST FOR KIDS
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JUST FOR KIDS
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IN OUR PRAYERS & LOVE NOTES
In Our Prayers
Bill (uncle of David Hawkins)
Dick Bell
Ann Christiansen
Patty George (friend of Dave and Lisa Rieff)
Jim Mahler (brother of Jane Hawkins)
Marj Mahler (mother of Jane Hawkins)
Eunice Neve
Connie O’Neil (friend of Marilyn Thomsen)
Berniece Reitan
Luana Salerno (friend of Sandy Hall)
Marilyn Thomsen
Esther Welliver
Agnes Wilson
Children waiting to be adopted & those seeking to adopt
Men’s servant ministry
Stephen Ministers and their care receivers
Those deployed around the world
Those seeking employment
Those who mourn
If you would like to add a name to the In Our Prayers section of The Love Letter, please contact the office at
402.493.2946, send an email to marylou@lord-of-love.org, or fill out a prayer request note available in the narthex and
place it in the basket. Please help keep this list current by informing us when a name can be removed. Thanks!

Love Notes
Dear Lord of Love,

has been awesome, especially the safari. We
are having a great time, and we will share more
with you in words and pictures next month.

Greetings from Tanzania!! We will most likely
be home by the time The Love Letter is
published, but we wanted to make sure we said
thank you for all your prayers and support while
we represent you in Tanzania. Our trip so far

The Love Letter

Blessings to you from
Paul, Doug, Craig, and Peg.

21

March 2011

The Love Letter
Lord of Love Lutheran Church
10405 Fort Street
Omaha, NE 68134-1298

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
OMAHA, NE
PERMIT NO. 368

Return Service Requested

Mission Statement: Created by God’s gracious love, we are called, as a community of faith,
to be witnesses and servants of Jesus to the world.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
This Month

Upcoming Events
Ash Wednesday: Soup
suppers and midweek Lenten
worship services begin

April 8

Spring Preschool Garage Sale

April 24

Easter Sunday

March 12

Worship Planning meeting

May 15

Planting of the Community
Garden

March 13

Coffee Tasting and Fair Trade
Product sales

June 13-17

SonSurf Beach Bash
Vacation Bible School

March 9

March 26

Women of Love Day Retreat

March 27

Youth Group Scavenger Hunt

Articles for The Love Letter can be submitted to the editor, Kim Gust, in the Love Letter mailbox at church or by
email at loveletter@lord-of-love.org. Articles must be received by the Love Letter editor by the 20th of the month.
The Love Letter
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