Lord of Love

Lutheran Church ● 10405 Fort

Street ● Omaha,

NE

The Love Letter

68134

Lord of Love Office
Phone .................... 402.493.2946
Fax ........................ 402.493.3087
Website ...... www.lord-of-love.org

Lord of Love Staff
Pastor
Brad Meyer
pastorbrad@lord-of-love.org

Volume 39

May 2011

Mission Statement: Created by God’s gracious love, we are called, as a
community of faith, to be witnesses and servants of Jesus to the world.

A Look Ahead

Office Administrator,
Prayer Chain, and
Financial Secretary
Mary Lou Gustafson
marylou@lord-of-love.org
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on these and other events are provided in this issue of The Love Letter.

Community Therapist
Kim Mueller
402.354.6891, Ext. 13

Work in our Community Garden has already begun, but we will be doing
the majority of the planting of the Community Garden on Sunday,
May 15; the rain date is Sunday, May 22 (see page 8, Outreach).

Missionary to Tanzania
Bob Kasworm
Youth Director
Adam Lueders
402.312.1523 or
bravoleader@cox.net
Web Steward
Del Gust
webmaster@lord-of-love.org
Love Letter Editor
Kim Gust
loveletter@lord-of-love.org
Senior Organist
Carol Novak
Associate Organist
Amy Kragnes
Chancel Choir Director
Jon Novak
Kid’s Choir Director
Claudia Rowen
LOL Brass Director
Brian Lund

Worship Schedule
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We will have the opportunity to hear about the Nebraska Synod trip to
Tanzania on Sunday, May 22 (see page 6, Nurture). In addition, we can
read about the “God Moments” and other details of the trip in this issue
of The Love Letter (see page 5, Worship, and pages 11-13, Outreach).
Our high school graduates will be celebrating during May! Learn about
our graduating high school seniors on the youth pages of The Love
Letter (see pages 19 and 20, LOL Youth).
On Memorial Day weekend (May 29), we will begin our summer
worship schedule, and we will begin summer breakfasts the following
weekend (June 5) (see page 4, Worship, and page 7, Nurture). Sign-up
sheets will be in the narthex for those wishing to provide special music
during worship and/or a summer breakfast this year.
In June, Lord of Love will serve as the Habitat for Humanity ELF
Coalition host church on June 4 and 5 (see page 8, Outreach). In
addition, Vacation Bible School and summer camp at Carol Joy
Holling will be in session (see page 7, Nurture).
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PASTOR’S PAGE
People of Joy and Laughter by Pastor Brad
But opportunities abound for us to be people of
joy and laughter. As God’s children, we have
so much to celebrate and to be happy about.
We just celebrated the resurrection of Jesus on
Easter. The sorrow and sadness of Holy Week
is turned to joy as Christ rises from the dead!
The gift of eternal life with God is what brings
joy to our lives. The promise of being Easter
people is then how we should approach our
daily lives with joy!

“Then shall the young women rejoice in the
dance, and the young men and the old shall be
merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, I will
comfort them, and give them gladness for
sorrow.” Jeremiah 31:13

The Easter promise doesn’t take away sorrow
and sadness from our lives, but it certainly
changes how we approach it. We will all
experience pain and sadness, but knowing that
we have the risen Christ to walk with us
through life brings peace and joy to us all.
Today, laugh a little. In fact, laugh a lot!
Celebrate the life that God has given you and
the joy of the resurrection!

Would it surprise you to know that God wants
us to be happy? God loves to hear our
laughter as we interact with one another and
loves to hear our praises for all that God has
created for us to enjoy!

Peace,
Pastor Brad

So if God wants us to be happy, why do I see
so many people with scowls on their faces?
(Now don’t think that I’m thinking of you in
particular.) I mean, when I’m standing in line
somewhere and look around at people’s face,
many don’t look like they are enjoying
themselves. Or when I’m talking to someone
and happiness isn’t a part of their conversation
I wonder what’s going on.
On a trip to Disney World, our family was
walking among a crowd headed off to another
attraction when we couldn’t help overhearing a
woman and her daughter. The daughter
hollered at her mom in a voice of
discontentment, “I AM having fun!” We all
looked at each other and said, “Yep, the
happiest place on earth!” Amazingly, even at
Disney World happiness isn’t always found.
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WORSHIP
Summer Worship Schedule
The time is almost here for everyone to find out who else goes to Lord of
Love! Early service people, meet the late service people—10:30 people,
meet the 8 o'clock-ers! We have one service each Sunday from Memorial
Day weekend until Labor Day weekend, situated at a nice compromise of
9:00 a.m. Breakfast will be served after the service each week from June 5
through August 28 for a wonderful time of fellowship and friendship.
Since the choir will not be singing in the summer, we would love to have special summer music from
our many talented musicians at Lord of Love. There will be a sign-up sheet on the narthex bulletin
board.

Lord of Love’s Worship Servants
May 1

May 8

May 15

May 22

May 29

8:00 a.m.

Kenn and Shari
Garder

John and Valerie
Florea

Doug and Cathy
Aden

Doug and Rose
Roberts

10:30 a.m.

Tom and Beth
Olson

Dave and Lisa
Rieff

Keith and Debra
Gillespie

Don Rowen,
Paul Barnett

9:00 a.m.
Todd and Lisa
Meyer

8:00 a.m.

Kenn Garder

Paul Murphy

10:30 a.m.

Claudia Rowen

Greeter(s)

Liturgist
Karen Armitage

9:00 a.m.
Shawn Lorenzen

Armitage family

9:00 a.m.

Randi VenHuizen

Communion Servers
8:00 a.m.

Garder family

10:30 a.m.

Rowen family

Paul and Peg
Murphy
Brad and Randi
VenHuizen

Nursery Attendant(s)
8:00 a.m.
Anne Yarger

Sarah Horan

Lisa Rieff

Pat Brewer

9:00 a.m.
Karen Mullen

8:00 a.m.

Cathy Aden

Doug and Rose
Roberts

Vandeventer girls

Ed and Marjorie
Keiser

Cathy Aden,
Sue Dieter

10:30 a.m.

Diana Haye,
Marcia Roads

Debra Gillespie,
Karen Armitage

Brenda and
Suzanne Mac

Rowen family

Brewer family

10:30 a.m.
Altar Care

Ushers
8:00 a.m.

Paul Dieter, Dennis Hindemith, John Florea, Brian Walther

10:30 a.m.

Lueders family, Lund family
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WORSHIP
Tape Ministry: The God Moments in Tanzania as Documented by Paul Christenson
Before a small group of Lord of Love members flew off to Tanzania, Karen Pickens asked a few of
them to keep a journal of where they saw God. This month, Paul Christenson was kind enough to
share his insights with us in this article. Thank you, Paul!
In addition to Doug’s “God Sightings” (all of which are still very vivid in my memory), I am reminded of
our visit to HAI vocational school. This school is well-funded by the ELCT and German church. What
struck me while touring the campus was not the need but rather the disparity between well-funded
programs and 90 percent of the schools in Tanzania. Don’t misunderstand, this school is incredible.
It has better equipment than many U.S. schools, and the students who graduate are some of the best
and will have a rock solid, almost guaranteed chance for success. But after seeing so much poverty,
it was difficult to connect with this campus knowing the stark contrast between this and the school at
Ngrauma. (Please read our detailed account of Ngrauma in this month’s related article on pages 11
through 13, Outreach). This was for me conflicting—both heart breaking and exciting to see a vision of
what is possible in Tanzania.
Another time, we visited the town next to Ngrauma parish and stopped to visit with graduates of the
Ngrauma tailor school. We saw first-hand three women who were successfully running their own
business and making a living for themselves and their family (see picture below).
Again at the auction after church (read our detailed account and see picture), we bid on several items
and overpaid for a stalk of sugar cane. A man came to Craig and Peg after the auction and was so
very grateful for our purchase and the gift he was able to bring this Sunday that would support his
church and community.
Just one more (hope you’re not bored with my reflections, but it’s hard to stop). Doug talked about
Bob Kasworm and Houses for Health. This is only one of the many things Bob and Alegent have been
able to bring to this Tanzanian community. Another is the improvements in hospitalization at
Mechame and the nursing school. This story of struggle, disappointment, and finally success to
improve the hospital and build a school, making it financially stable for a long productive and
successful future to train nursing students (which is desperately needed in Africa), is without a
question another remarkable God moment.
One last plug: please read our detailed account of the trip on pages 11 through 13, Outreach, and join
us for pictures and discussion on Sunday, May 22 at 9:15 a.m. in the sanctuary.
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NURTURE
You’re Invited to a Bridal Shower

Newcomers to Lord of Love

Please join us for a bridal
shower for Jess Heine,
fiancé of Jason Garder,
on Saturday, May 14 at
1:00 p.m. The shower is being given by
Jason's aunts. Jess and Jason are registered
are registered at Target, Bed Bath and Beyond,
and Sears.
Please bring a picture or written thought about
Jason to share that can be put into a scrapbook
later. Also, if you would like to “fill their pantry,”
bring your gift in its store bag. Instead of fancy
wraps or bows, include a food item for their
pantry.

Are you a newcomer to Lord of Love? Those
who are interested in hearing more about Lord
of Love and possibly entering into membership
are invited to attend a newcomers’ orientation
event on Sunday, May 15 from 9:15 to
10:15 a.m. Our time will be spent learning
more about many of the ministries at Lord of
Love and in the ELCA. We
will have opportunities to
meet current members of
Lord of Love and discover
your interest as well. If you
would like to attend, please
contact the church office at
493-2946.

Ring the Bell!

Come Hear About Tanzania!
All 3rd graders and up
are invited to supper at
5:30 p.m., Luther Kids at
6:00 p.m., and a Bell
Ringing class at 6:30 p.m.
on Wednesday, May 18.
Bring your summer
schedules to sign up!

Come hear about Tanzania on Sunday,
May 22 from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. Those who
traveled to Tanzania this past February will
share their stories about the trip—what they
learned and experienced while visiting the
country. Join us in the sanctuary at 9:15 a.m.
to share in the experience.

Weekly Education Opportunities at Lord of Love
Sunday
9:15 a.m.

Monday
6:00 p.m.

Sunday School (Preschool – High School) @
LOL Classrooms
Adult Studies @ LOL Abraham, Mary, and
Joseph Rooms

Wednesday
5:00 p.m. Confirmation (7th & 8th grades) @ LOL Abraham
Room
6:00 p.m. Luther Kids (1st – 6th grades) @ LOL Preschool
6:00 p.m. Lutheran Woman Today Bible Study @ LOL
Joseph Room (first Wednesday of month)

Lutheran Woman Today Bible Study @ Old
Country Buffet (first Monday of month)

Thursday
9:30 a.m.
Saturday
7:00 a.m.
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NURTURE
Summer Breakfasts

Invitation
Richard and Rebecca Lund Sheridan will
receive their Masters of Divinity at the
151st Commencement of the Lutheran School
of Theology at Chicago
Sunday, the fifteenth day of May 2011;
2:30 p.m.
Eucharist and Commencement

We will be asking for Lord of Love members to
provide breakfast after the 9:00 a.m. summer
worship services again this year. Summer
breakfasts will begin on Sunday, June 5. The
money collected from the Free Will Offering will
go to the “ELCA Disaster Response” (after
taking out money to cover the cost of food).
This is another way to share God’s love and
offer your support to people around the world
who need clean water, food, and medical
supplies. Look for sign-up sheets soon.

The Right Reverend Munib A. Younan, of the
Lutheran Church of the
Holy Land and Jordan, preacher
St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church
5472 South Kimbark Avenue, Chicago, Illinois
Reception immediately following in the
LSTC Refectory

Carol Joy Holling Camp 2011

SonSurf Beach Bash VBS

Jesus Chooses You! John 15:16

SonSurf Beach Bash VBS will be held at Lord
of Love this year from June 13 to 17! This
year’s program will be a bit different than past
years as we will run our program in the
evening. We will have a family meal from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. and VBS program from 6:30 to
8:30 p.m.

Jesus loves you and
chooses you! Jesus’ love
also comes with a call to
action for all of us—to follow
Him by serving others the
way Jesus loves and serves
us. Such a call is not
always easy, but you can count on Jesus to be
there through thick and thin. He does this by
meeting with you through word and prayer,
guiding you through LIFE’S dangers and giving
you a community of fellow believers to help
encourage and teach you along the way!

This ministry and outreach will take MANY
volunteers. We ask that you prayerfully
consider how you might help us build a
successful VBS program. To volunteer, simply
contact Heather Christensen at 415-4571 or
Mary Lou or Pastor Brad at the church at
493-2946.

Experience a fantastic week of summer camp
at Carol Joy Holling Camp near Ashland,
Nebraska! Go to www.caroljoyholling.org to
register for your week at camp. Scholarships
are available – please speak to Pastor Brad.
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OUTREACH
Fair Trade Products
Fair Trade coffee, tea, and chocolate bars will be sold on Sunday, May 8 in
the narthex.

Lord of Love Community Garden
Thanks for the great work in tilling the garden and getting the few early vegetables planted: Gary
Ramsay, Doug Roberts, Doug Aden, and Jeri Morgan. The ground is ready for later crop planting on
Sunday, May 15 at 9:15 a.m., weather-permitting. The rain date is Sunday, May 22. No plants or
seeds are needed, but many hands make light work. So plan to spend a little time getting into the dirt
during the Sunday School hour either of
those days. Those interested in weeding,
watering, and harvesting this summer should
contact Jeri Morgan or Deb Lund.

Habitat for Humanity: Are You an ELF?
Are you an ELF? Actually, at Lord of Love, we all are! We are one of the churches
in the Ecumenical Labor Force (or ELF) coalition. It’s a group of about ten
churches that come together every year to build or renovate a home with Habitat
for Humanity of Omaha. Just as Santa’s Elves all have to work together in order to
build toys for all those children, we Habitat “ELFs” all must do our part in order to
provide a new home for a deserving family. Whether you help with fundraising,
food, or labor, there’s a job for you. We are currently putting together a committee
to oversee Lord of Love’s Habitat activities. If you would like to participate, please
contact Paul Christenson, Jeri Morgan, or John Florea.
This year we are fixing up an older home that was acquired by Habitat. It is located at 5305 N 28th
Avenue. It is a two-story house, so we will not be doing the roof this year. Demolition has already
started, and we will begin building immediately. Work will be done on Saturdays starting at 8:00 a.m.,
and Sundays starting at 10:00 a.m. A host church will provide lunch on Saturdays, but not Sundays.
You are more than welcome to work any or all weekends. Even a few hours helps and will be greatly
appreciated. We will post updates on the Lord of Love website (lord-of-love.org) so you can see what
types of work will be performed each weekend. Lord of Love is the host church for the weekend of
June 4 and 5. Please let one of us know if you’d like to help with lunch or snacks that weekend.
So we have a house, and we’ll soon have a family. Now we just need all the “ELFs” to do their part so
we can transform an old house into a beautiful new home. But don’t worry; we won’t make you wear
funny little pointed hats!
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OUTREACH
Feed the Roots by Jeri Morgan
One of my goals this year was to learn more about the “Feed the Roots”
campaign through the Nebraska Synod. The more I study all the information, the
more impressed I am with the diverse program and more committed to financially
supporting it. There are numerous programs offered, and I will outline just a few
to give you an idea of some of the programs.
Seeding Future Leaders: HeadFirst Hat Company is designed for third through fifth graders. The
program introduces youth to the vast array of “Church Hats,” or duties, that allow churches to function
every day.
Growing Leaders: This is designed to identify and invite leaders and give spiritual direction. Leaders
need to find ways to nourish their own spirituality and develop deep reservoirs of spiritual strength.
Nourishing Leaders: This program really caught my interest. The Nebraska Synod recognizes that
leaders are thrown into difficult and challenging situations every day. Retreats are designed to help
acquire skills for situations such as conflict management. When I read this, it reminded me of an
article I had just read in the Omaha World-Herald. The Omaha Police Chief stated, “People need to
learn how to solve conflicts.” The Nebraska Synod has identified needs and is providing tools for
leaders to serve Christ in a new and daring way.
One workshop that has been presented is “Get Out of the Boat.” It refers to Peter and his journey of
faith. We are all on the journey of life. How will we use our gifts in the journey to serve as God’s
witness? Get out of the boat, out of the golf cart, off your high horse, or just off the couch and visit
www.feedtheroots.com or www.operationidea.org to see more information about “Feed the Roots.”

ELCA/Nebraska Synod Mission Interpreter Update by Deb Lund
ELCA Commits Additional $500,000 for Response to Japan Disaster
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) announced April 11 that it
has committed an additional $500,000 to three partners in Japan as part of the
ELCA’s continuing response to the massive earthquake and tsunami that struck
the northern part of the country one month ago. Coupled with funds committed
earlier, the ELCA has committed a total of $740,000 toward response to the
disaster.
The Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church is working with Lutheran church partners and other
organizations through a cooperative effort known as Japan Lutheran Emergency Relief. The ELCA
and The Lutheran World Federation have helped strengthen the efforts of Japan Evangelical Lutheran
Relief through deployment of technical personnel to facilitate a coordinated response.
Part of the ELCA’s gift will help support Japan Lutheran Emergency Relief. Japan Lutheran
Emergency Relief will continue to provide weekly shipments of relief supplies to the affected area for a
three-month crisis phase of their response. A fuel crisis continues, which may affect transportation in
the affected areas.
Continued on the next page
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OUTREACH
ELCA/Nebraska Synod Mission Interpreter Update, continued
Japan Lutheran Emergency Relief has also developed a six-month recovery strategy to provide
psychosocial care, especially for children. The Lutheran College and Seminary in Tokyo, which has
social welfare, clinical psychology and counseling departments, will take a leading role in the activities.
ELCA missionaries who serve the institution may also assist.
The recovery plan includes providing fishing and farming equipment, including tools to small-scale
businesses to help people recover their livelihoods.
The Rev. Y. Franklin Ishida, ELCA program director for Asia/Pacific Continental Desk, recently
returned to the United States from Japan. “The church is taking its role seriously to engage in relief
and rehabilitation efforts in Japan,” he said. “It is focusing on community development in affected
areas, concentrating on helping communities become healthy again.”
Two Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church congregations in Sendai are holding worship again, but it’s a
challenge for people to get to church, in part because of fuel shortages, Ishida said.
Nearly all of the ELCA missionaries stationed in the Tokyo area have returned to the area. The ELCA
earlier permitted four missionary couples and two individuals to leave the area because of the threat of
radiation leaks from damaged nuclear facilities.
Another ELCA gift is to Church World Service that will help support a variety of efforts by the
ecumenical relief and development organization. Church World Service is providing emergency relief
support to at least 5,000 families living at 100 evacuation sites in northeastern Japan though
September.
The Asian Rural Institute trains grassroots rural leaders, and the ELCA has worked with the institute to
provide scholarships to Lutheran students from Asia to promote strengthening of communities and
equipping new leaders.
The earthquake seriously damaged the Asian Rural Institute campus. With grants from other
agencies, the ELCA’s contribution will be used to help repair a water system, dormitories, and other
parts of the campus.
Through April 8, ELCA members have contributed $1.1 million in response to the disaster, through
gifts by credit card and by mail, said Christina Jackson-Skelton, ELCA treasurer.
Japan’s National Police Agency reported April 11 that more than 13,000 people died and more than
14,000 people are unaccounted for as a result of the disaster. About 151,000 people are living in
more than 2,300 shelters, the agency reported.
Financial gifts for the Pacific Earthquake and Tsunami can be contributed at
http://www.ELCA.org/japanearthquake on the ELCA website. Credit card gifts may be made by calling
1-800-638-3522. Gifts designated for the Pacific Earthquake and Tsunami can also be sent to: ELCA
Disaster Response, 39330 Treasury Center, Chicago, IL 60694-9300.
Detailed information about response efforts and the Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church can be found
at http://www.ELCA.org/disaster and at http://www.ELCA.org/japan on the ELCA website.
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OUTREACH
Highlights of our Nebraska Synod Tanzania Vision Trip by Paul Christenson, with assistance
from Craig and Peg Pennell and Doug Roberts

DAY FOUR: Saturday
We arrived in Ngaruma Parish and meet Pastor Anna about 4:00 p.m. We were warmly greeted and
shared food and conversation before being escorted to our rooms at Mama Stella’s. Mama Stella is a
charming older lady and has spent as much time traveling and living in Europe as she has living in
Tanzania. She built her home on family property and added sleeping quarters for travelers attempting to
climb Mt. Kilimanjaro and apartments/homes that she can rent to visitors wishing a longer stay of several
weeks to several years. After settling in, we walked to another younger Stella’s home for our evening meal.
This Stella is a remarkable young lady who has taken on the responsibility of raising two little children
about 5 and 7 plus two teenage girls of 14 or 15. She works very hard to accomplish everything required to
raise feed and support the children and their education.
DAYS FIVE AND SIX: Sunday & Monday > LIFE AT NGARUMA PARISH AND SCHOOLS
We made a decision the night before to attend early church service. We arrived a little before 7:30 for an
8:00 service, and already there were many people arriving for the prayer service held before church
started. We were ushered to a spot reserved for us at the front of the church. We had interpreters sitting in
our section so we could follow along with the Swahili service. But the service was familiar enough we could
have followed the order of service even if we didn’t understand the language. We were introduced to the
congregation; then we gave our greeting from the Nebraska Synod and from YOU, our brothers and sisters
at Lord of Love Lutheran Church. What followed was a service of song and praise in the presence of God
with a community of believers all joining together in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. After
the service, we gathered outside where those members who couldn’t afford cash money for the offering
brought gifts of fruit, milk, eggs, or other produce to auction off. The proceeds then count toward their tithe
to the church. We bid on some things and had fun getting in the action of an auction. After the auction, we
ate and then joined the children for Sunday school. I could probably ramble on for awhile about this
experience, but it all condenses down to a “God Moment” and a chance to bond and experience the joy of
young children excited to worship, learn, see, and meet with the strangers from Nebraska. After this
meeting with the children, every time we crossed their path we were constantly giving high fives and tens.
Our group hadn’t discussed attending the second service, but when a small group of our Nebraska women
we hadn’t seen since our arrival (they were spending the week at a women training center) came to the
church for second service, one thing lead to another and we again found ourselves sitting in church and
giving our greeting from the Nebraska Synod and Lord of Love. This service was slightly different, in the
Chugga (sp?) language, and because of all the confirmation children (and there were many), we sat in the
front. This gave us the chance to exchange glances with and see the service through the eyes of the
children. The kids were well behaved, but kids will be kids, and I think we (the Lord of Love adults and
WELCA women) were a little disruptive and distracting for them. Again after the service, we gathered
outside for the auction. After this service, however, our Lord of Love group decided (with prompting from
Pr. Bob) to start a bidding war between us and the women’s group. This was great fun, and we ran the
price up on several items that we donated back. After the auction, one man came up to Peg and Craig and
was so very thankful for our purchase of his sugar cane. I think we may have put him over the top for his
yearly tithe. After church, Pastor Anna was an excellent host, and we took a tour of the surrounding area,
a waterfall, and other local points of interest.
On Monday, we toured the primary school, and the children treated us with song and greetings. Then we
toured the trade school. Our first stop was the first year tailoring school. Again I could go on and on, but it
Continued on the next page
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OUTREACH
Highlights of our Nebraska Synod Tanzania Vision Trip, continued
is summarized as my second “God Moment” (see the article on page 5, Worship). Seeing the young
students and watching Peg becoming so intense and focused, I was moved and knew that God was
present in this place. This experience continued as we visited the carpentry school where Doug and Craig
were asking all types of question, sharing stories, and discussing engineering concerns of the school’s
pending roof repairs. Then it started all over when we entered the second-year tailoring and carpentry
classes. A few trade school facts – The school has 5 teachers on staff, and it has the potential for 73
students. Currently, they are raising money to add an electrical class and make needed repairs and
updates to the existing structure. Many of the students can’t afford to pay, so the teachers go without full
pay. The school has trained 2,088 students since 1988. Please ask more questions when you see us, but
for now, I’m just going to sum it up with WOW!
After the school, we went on local safari and drove up the mountain road to the ranger station and entrance
to Mt. Kilimanjaro. We packed all six of us, plus driver, into a small Toyota taxi. Bob and I shared the front
passenger seat while Pastor Anna, Peg, Craig, and Doug squeezed in the back seat. We toured the local
village, stopping by the lumber yard and hardware store, and we met three women who graduated from the
tailoring school and are making a living in their tailor shop selling goods and services learned from the
school. Then we went back to church and packed for our return to Uhuru Hotel.
DAYS SEVEN, EIGHT, NINE, TEN, AND ELEVEN: Tuesday, Wednesday Thursday, Friday, &
Saturday > SERENGETI
The “vacation” part of our trip was consumed with a lot of driving. First was Arusha, where we were driven
past the UN building where war crime trials are being held against those who took part in the Ruwanda
genocide of 1994 that killed almost 800,000 people. Arusha was the largest city we entered, with
approximately 1.5 million people. But it’s small when compared to Dar es Salaam, which is about twice the
size and almost 3 million people. The emerging western culture was apparent as I noticed a dramatic shift
in women’s fashion: a lot more western-style clothing, slacks, blue jeans, and girls with long straight hair.
From Arusha, we traveled to a Country Western Restaurant playing non-stop Kenny Rodgers, Dolly Parton,
and other older country hits. The restaurant was designed like an earth home and was shaped like an
elephant. We had our usual white rice and plain pasta with a mystery meat stew, French fries, and baked
or fried chicken (we have become accustomed to this meal, as it was served at nearly every lunch and
dinner for the entire time we were there!). After lunch, we traveled to Karatu and our two hotels: Crater Rim
View (no view of the crater) or Eileen’s Tree Top Inn (no living in trees). Evenings would find several of us
in the Elephant bar, a local hangout of questionable reputation. Morning started with breakfast, then a
drive through Ngorongoro Crater for wildlife viewing, and then to Ndutu Safari Lodge, where we started our
daily safari drives. The Lodge is located on the edge of Serengeti National Wildlife Park. The safari for
both Ngorongoro and the Serengeti gave us everything we could have hoped for. We saw four of the “Big
Five”—lion, elephant, rhino, and water buffalo; the leopard was elusive. We also saw cheetah, giraffe,
zebra, wildebeest, hyena, several species of migratory birds, hippo, crocodiles, gazelle, bat ear fox,
antelope, and more. Even people from previous safaris said this was a good trip for wildlife viewing. The
last day of our safari took us to a tribal group known as Hadzabe. This is one of the last Gather Hunter
tribes in Tanzania. Although they have recently discovered tourist money, they still live much the same as
they have for centuries. We had the opportunity to hunt with them and experience their life in the brush
country of Africa. Then it was off to the Olduvai Gorge site, where archeologists the Leakys uncovered
early man and (woman) Lucy. We made one more stop at a traditional Masai Village and discovered the
cultural lifestyle of traditional Masai living. Then we went back to Uhuru Hotel in Moshi.
Continued on the next page
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OUTREACH
Highlights of our Nebraska Synod Tanzania Vision Trip, continued
DAY TWELVE: Sunday
Sunday morning, the Lord of Love Five (Bob Kasworm, not Bob Oleson) left for TPC parish and Sunday
worship. This is the parish where Pr. Don Wright did a pastor exchange with Pr. Elisante Maimu. We were
not able to make our connection with Mrs. Maimu, so our prayer shawl was left with Bob Kasworm with the
promise and hope that he could make the presentation for us. The TPC parish sits near the TPC Sugar
Plantation Factory in the middle of a huge 40,000-acre plantation. The church is part of a multi-point
parish. TPC is somewhat better off than many of the other parishes we visited, but we did experience
extremes in their economic condition. Once again, we were treated as honored guests, and several choirs
came from surrounding parishes just for our benefit. This was a 3 ½ hour service that went by very fast
with lots of music, dynamic preaching, a youth skit, and again the auction at the end of the service. We
had another meal and then a tour of the sugar cane factory. This factory uses every part of the sugar cane.
After the sugar juice is squeezed from the stalk, the waste is sent to a boiler and burned for steam used
both in manufacturing and to run a generator that supplies enough power to run the factory and sell extra
power to the Tanzania power grid. The stalk is also used as fertilizer. So there is almost no waste of any
part of the cane from start to finish.
DAY THIRTEEN: Monday
On Monday, we toured the Tanganyika Coffee Curing Company, a very large factory that at one time was
the only coffee company in Tanzania. Because of recent competition and Fair Trade opportunities, the
company is currently running at 5 percent production capacity. They sell all over the world, with most of
their coffee going to Europe. We then went on a last-minute shopping excursion, with another trip to the
money exchange to change back to US currency. Ask any of us about the mind-boggling money exchange
to the local currency of the Tanzanian schilling!
Then, we went back to the hotel for fond farewells, packing, and loading up for the trip to the airport. The
return flight took the same route in reverse, with an added stop in Dar es Salaam. We were all very glad to
be home after the long flight and, for most of us, our first trip through customs.
This only touches on the highlights of our journey. Be sure to ask any of us about the trip so we can fill in
details. We will share pictures and other stories in more detail on Sunday, May 22 between worship
services. Join us in the sanctuary from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. There are so many sights, sounds, and colors
that cannot be portrayed in just words. Truly a trip to remember!
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COUNCIL REPORT
From the Council President – May 2011 by Brian Lund, Council President
1 Peter 1:3 (NIV) Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has
given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.
Spring is definitely a time of change. This past month, we have seen the days lengthen. We enjoy
light earlier in the morning and into the evening. Milder temperatures have returned (mostly). Both of
these changes allow time for yard work or other outdoor activities.
Changes at Lord of Love also continue. Pastor Brad’s ministry with
us is finding its own course. The sanctuary and other areas have
received a new coat of paint and a new look. We see many new
faces at worship each week. And the year moves rapidly towards
summer and our summer worship schedule.
2 Corinthians 5:17 (NIV) Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come. The old has
gone, the new is here!
The April issue of The Lutheran featured an article that focused on how elected church leaders (church
councils) need a different approach to church management in order to develop healthy congregations.
Here’s my take on how Lord of Love is dealing with the basic concepts presented in the article.
Focus on the future and strategic thinking – We continue to build up our ministry teams to allow our
pastor and other lay members to handle ongoing church functions. Having effective teams frees up
our council members to focus on planning and long-term ministry needs. Through regular strategic
planning meetings, the council intentionally considers the future. Council members still tend to get
caught up in doing regular ministry tasks, but progress is happening.
Embrace change and get re-organized – This ties into the first concept. Even though we sometimes
talk about how things used to be, we are open to trying new things. We need more thought and
planning on our overall ministry. This means asking lots of questions: what are we doing, why are we
doing that, what are the opportunities for ministry to others, what things should we give up, what
ministries need improvement? The goal of these questions is to drive out appropriate changes to our
ministry for the right reasons.
Continued on the next page

2011 Lord of Love Church Council
Executive Committee: Brian Lund, President; Kenn Garder, Vice-President; Brian Walther, Secretary; Barb Haskins, Treasurer
Nurture: Lori Vandeventer, Paula Foster
Outreach: Paul Christenson, Jeri Morgan
Resources: Doug Armitage, Josh Combes
Worship: Karen Mullen, Randi VenHuizen
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COUNCIL REPORT
From the Council President – May 2011, continued
Extension of management skills is needed – Job experience and life skills don’t always directly
translate to a church setting. In addition to planning and organizing, we need the skills that help us to
communicate effectively with each other (talking and listening), work through disagreements, and
resolve conflicts. We have worked to rebuild a sense of trust among our members. It is my hope that
people are comfortable addressing our personal differences directly with each other. This area
continues to be a work in progress.
Church matters require time, preparation, and the right information – I think this is tough for
“volunteer” organizations. The premise is that planning and good decision making take time and effort
and must consider how people live in today’s world. We are addressing this by encouraging our
council members to meet regularly, to have an annual calendar of key activities, to involve our ministry
team members as we discuss our future, and to improve overall communication with other council
committees and our general membership. When we look inward at our own needs, we miss the point
of ministry to others. We need to look outward to recognize the challenges we face and to see
opportunities to be Christ to the world around us.
I am thankful for the leaders of our congregation, whether they are elected or serve on our ministry
teams and task forces. Please continue to pray for Lord of Love, Pastor Brad, our ministry together,
and for all those in need.
Blessings in faith and service,
Brian Lund

MEN’S NEWS CORNER
Men’s Softball for Summer 2011
We will be playing on Mondays at Kelley Softball complex (124th and Fort) on Field 3 (one of four fields
at the north end) throughout the summer. All are invited to come to watch and cheer on the team. We
usually go out for pizza after a 6:30 p.m. game. If you know of anyone interested in playing, call Don
Rowen at 402-965-8977. The rainout number is 402-991-4026.

4/18 8:30 p.m.
4/25 6:30 p.m.
5/2 8:30 p.m.
5/9 9:30 p.m.
5/16 7:30 p.m.
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5/23 7:30 p.m.
6/6 9:30 p.m.
6/13 8:30 p.m.
6/20 6:30 p.m. – Pizza after the game
6/27 8:30 p.m.
7/11 9:30 p.m.
7/18 7:30 p.m.
7/25 7:30 p.m.
8/1 9:30 p.m.
8/8 Rainout
8/15 Rainout
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WOMEN OF LOVE
Lutheran Woman Today Bible Studies – Telling the Story
Session 9: The People of God: Witnessing and Evangelism
Theme verse: Acts 1:8-9 (NIV) But you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.
All women are invited to attend one of the two groups that meet for these
studies, both starting at 6:00 p.m.:
 Wednesday, May 4 in the Mary Room at Lord of Love
 Monday, May 9 at Old Country Buffet at 145th and West Center Road
Any questions? Please contact Ruth Manning at 455-7221 or
cranecoffeechick@gmail.com.

Coffee
Fellowship
All women are
invited to join the
Lord’s Laughing
Ladies! We meet
at 8:00 a.m. for
fellowship at Crane
Coffee, 77th and
Cass, on May 13
and 27. Almost
every time we
meet, we pray over
the prayer shawls
that have been
made since our
last get-together.

Saved to Serve Opportunities
Nebraska Synodical Women’s Organization (NSWO) women have the opportunity to participate in two
“Saved to Serve” events. The first one is serving as a Hospitality Helper at the Nebraska Synod
Assembly at Midland University in Fremont from June 2-5. The cost is $39, which covers housing at
the dorm and most meals.
Hospitality Helpers will assist with convention registration, serve as guides and hostesses and assist
with the worship service, assemble school kits for Lutheran World Relief and kits for Lutheran Family
Services Building Families boutique, as well as participate in Bible study and enjoy other experiences.
Additional items, like we collected for the spring gathering, are needed for the LFS kits: disposable
diapers, onesies, undershirts up to size 5 toddler, sleepers, baby bottles, baby wipes, pacifiers, sippy
cups, wash cloths, towels, bibs, children’s board books for up to age 5, receiving blankets and crib
blankets, and pre-made fleece blankets (1 ½ yards long for baby size; 1 ¾ yards long for child size).
Once again, the clothes basket will be under the Women of Love bulletin board for your donations.
The deadline for registering is May 17. Ruth Manning has registered for this event and would love to
have other Lord of Love “girlfriends” join her.
The second Saved to Serve event is August 19-21, with an Asian Cultural exchange at Dakota City,
NE. Details for that opportunity will be in the June issue of The Love Letter.
A gold brochure is available at the Information Center with further details of both events as well as the
registration form.
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WOMEN OF LOVE
NSWO 10th Biennial Convention
Mark your calendars and plan to attend the convention of the Nebraska Synodical Women’s
Organization (NSWO) in Kearney from September 23-26, 2011. Complete details will be available
within the month, but here are some important deadlines.
July 1 is the last date to accept applications for 14 scholarships to the convention. Seven will be
awarded to women who are first-time convention attendees, and seven will be awarded to a woman
who is 35 years or younger. Each of the 7 conferences will be giving one of each scholarship.
July 1 also is the deadline to nominate officers and board members for the 2011-2013 NSWO Board.
Nominees are needed for vice president, secretary, treasurer, and representative from each of the
7 conferences. Nominees must have agreed to serve before they are nominated. The president is
elected by ecclesiastical ballot at the convention. Gwen Edwards’s term as president ends with this
convention, and she is not eligible to serve another term. Both application forms are available at
the information center in the narthex.
LOL Women of Love also will be sending a delegate to the convention. Our group will pay the
registration/housing for the delegate, and she will be reimbursed her travel expenses by NSWO. If you
are interested in serving as a delegate, please contact Brenda Thom or Val Florea, coordinator and
co-coordinator of LOL women’s ministry team. The delegate will be selected at the June 8 Ministry
Team meeting. Bible study and other activities will be part of the experience.
Registration deadlines for the convention are:
July 15 – Delegate registration deadline
August 19 – Early registration deadline
September 9 – Convention registration deadline





The 2011 Summer Bible Study
Deb Lund will host a half-day retreat on August 6 at her home, where
we will cover the 3 sessions of the 2011 Lutheran Woman Today
summer Bible study. All women are invited to participate. We will start
at 8:45 a.m. with some homemade rolls for breakfast and close with a
potluck salad luncheon.
We need three volunteers to lead the sessions:
Session 1: Renew
Session 2: Respond
Session 3: Rejoice





Please contact Deb at bdlund55@cox.net if you are
willing to help out. The sessions will be online at the
Lutheran Woman Today website in May.
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WOMEN OF LOVE
Metro East Spring Gathering
It was almost too nice to be inside on Saturday, April 9, but the seven Lord of Love women who
attended the spring gathering at Kountze Lutheran Memorial Church were glad they’d made that
choice. Attending were Gwen Edwards, Val Florea, Debra Gillespie, Sandy Hall, Ruth Manning,
Pauline Shaffer, and Randi VenHuizen, who served on the planning committee.
“Serve with Zeal” was the theme, based on Romans 12:11 (NSRV): Do not
lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord.
Our biggest surprise was that Bishop deFreese led the Bible study. He was
originally scheduled to be at another Spring Gathering, but schedules change!
He is a great Bible study leader and a long-time favorite of Metro East
women.
We actually “served” during one of our workshops. We made fleece blankets,
which will be used to wrap the tangible offerings we brought to the Spring
Gathering. We completed wrapping 29 kits designated for children under 5,
and these will be given to Lutheran World Relief for their Building Families
Boutique.
The planning team was very innovative this year…they scheduled a chocolate
break! We enjoyed the many delicious flavors of Baker’s chocolates from
Greenwood, NE.

Calendar of Events
May
2
3
4
11
13
17
27

6:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.

Coming Soon
July 12-14, 2011
July 14-17, 2011
August 6, 2011
September 23-25, 2011
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LWT Bible Study, Old Country Buffet, 145th and West Center Road
Quilters, Fellowship Hall
LWT Bible Study, Mary Room
Women’s Ministry Team, Mary Room
Coffee Fellowship, Crane Coffee, 77th and Cass
Quilters, Fellowship Hall
Coffee Fellowship, Crane Coffee, 77th and Cass

W/ELCA Triennial Convention, Spokane, WA
W/ELCA Triennial Gathering, Spokane, WA
LWT Summer Bible Study Half-day Retreat, Deb Lund’s home
Nebraska Synodical Women’s Organization Convention, Kearney
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LOL YOUTH
Congratulations to the Class of 2011!
Congratulations to all of our high school graduates this spring!
May God guide and bless your lives now and always.
Brett Anderson, son of Rob and Karen, will be a Burke
graduate, with commencement on May 22. His summer plans
include finding a job so he has money for college. He will be
attending UNL this fall, with thoughts of Business or Education
as career options. His favorite memory of church and
confirmation surrounds “the weekend camping retreat to
Mahoney.” He wants to “thank my family and Dr. Morgan for
being the boy’s confirmation mentor.”
Laura Brazier, daughter of Troy and Sandy, graduates from Burke High School on May 22. She will
be busy this summer working once she finds a job. This fall she will be attending UNO with an interest
in Child Psychology. One of Laura’s favorite memories of Lord of Love involves “Sunday School and
gathering all together for the singing.” She wants to send her “thanks to the congregation.”
Laurel Concannon, daughter of Paul and Julie, will be graduating from
Omaha North Magnet School on May 23. This fall, she will be
“attending UNL and start working on my degree in Elementary and
Special Education.” Several memories come to mind, “like making new
friends, Sunday School, Youth Group, Altar Care, and Confirmation. I
have enjoyed these things and appreciate the impact they have had on
my life.”
Casey Florea, daughter of John and Valerie, will graduate from Westside High School on May 23.
This summer, she will be going on the mission trip to Colorado with Lord of Love and Nebraska ELCA
youth and getting ready for college. She will be attending Nebraska Wesleyan and pursuing a career
in the Medical Field. Things Casey will remember of Lord of Love are “day camp, the youth gathering,
mission trips, and the youth group; they all helped me grow in my faith.” She would also like to “thank
the congregation for their support and love.”
Catie Meyer, daughter of Pastor Brad and Heidi Meyer, graduates
from Duchesne Academy on May 26. Her summer plans include
a work trip to South Dakota. This fall, she will be attending Doane
College in Crete, NE. Being new to Lord of Love, Catie wants to
extend her appreciation for the “lock-in and the friendly people.”
McKenzie Miller, daughter of Jan and Dayla, will be a Burke graduate, with commencement on
May 22. This summer will be the first time in over 12 years that she won’t have a softball commitment,
so she hopes she can travel and enjoy herself when not working. Her college plans include going to
UNO and pursuing a career in Speech Therapy. Her favorite memories of church include the
Christmas programs and singing This Little Light of Mine. She wants to send a “thank you to the
pastors and Sunday School teachers.”
Continued on the next page
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LOL YOUTH
Congratulations to the Class of 2011!, continued
Nathan Quadhamer, son of Rex and Deb, will graduate
from Burke on May 22. This summer, he will keep busy with
normal summer activities, and then in the fall, he will be
attending Northwest Missouri State with studies in Wildlife
Ecology. His favorite memory of Lord of Love is confirmation.
Natalia M. Roads, daughter of Marcia and David, will
graduate from North High Magnet School on May 23. She
plans to attend Simpson College in Iowa in the fall. One of
her memories of Lord of Love includes “crying at the first
youth event I went to which my Aunt Diana Haye brought me
up to the group, but as soon as I saw Nadine I was fine.”
Talia wants to “thank the youth group for making me more
outgoing and making me actually understand what was going
on in the world.”
Nadine Rowen, daughter of Don and Claudia, will also be
graduating from Omaha North on May 23. One of the fun things
she will be doing this summer is touring Branson with the Frontier
String Ensemble. She is still undecided on which college she will
be attending this fall, but plans on majoring in Biology and minoring
in Violin Performance. Special memories of Lord of Love include
“playing games throughout the church with friends during church
gatherings and lock-ins.” Nadine sends a “special thank you to the
whole congregation.”
Sarah Marjorie Vandeventer, daughter of Brian and Lori, graduates from Omaha Northwest High
School on May 22. Plans for her summer include “working as a City of Omaha Lifeguard, playing
softball with my Havoc team, a family camping/canoeing trip, and a family reunion in Colorado.” A
memory of Lord of Love is “when my family was new church shopping, we broke into groups and my
mom and I came to Lord of Love and fell in love. Everyone was so friendly, greeted us with smiling
faces, and the church had a real family/home-like atmosphere, which fit perfectly with my family. We
went home after that day and told the family all about it, and the rest is history! Lord of Love became a
new home for the Vandeventer clan, and we have all been blessed since.” She wants to “thank the
congregation as a whole; you guys helped raise me to know and love God and supported me along
the way. Thank you.”
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JUST FOR KIDS
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JUST FOR KIDS
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IN OUR PRAYERS & LOVE NOTES
In Our Prayers
Bill (uncle of David Hawkins)
Karen
Dick Bell
Rolie Christensen
Ruth Cooley
Patty George (friend of Dave and Lisa Rieff)
Keith Gillespie
Zach Haye
Cheryl Jones (friend of Nancy Shinrock)
Jim Mahler (brother of Jane Hawkins)
Marj Mahler (mother of Jane Hawkins)
Connie O’Neil (friend of Marilyn Thomsen)
Luana Salerno (friend of Sandy Hall)
Marilyn Thomsen
Esther Welliver
Agnes Wilson

Children waiting to be adopted & those seeking to adopt
Men’s servant ministry
Stephen Ministers and their care receivers
Those deployed around the world
Those seeking employment
Those who mourn
If you would like to add a name to the In Our Prayers section of The Love Letter, please contact the office at
402.493.2946, send an email to marylou@lord-of-love.org, or fill out a prayer request note available in the narthex and
place it in the basket. Please help keep this list current by informing us when a name can be removed. Thanks!

Love Notes
A big “Thank You” to all who provided food for
our bodies and our souls during our Lenten
Soup Suppers this year:
 Marilyn Thompson and Ruth Manning
 The Lord of Love Church Council
 The Lord of Love Choir (who knew they can
sing and cook!)
 Ann Yarger and Sherri Trout
 The Lord of Love Men’s Group
 Ruth and Dan Manning (yes, they
volunteered twice!)
 All the people who volunteered to set up,
clean up, and talk up the fellowship and
good food

Thanks also to Adam Lueders and the Youth
Group for all of their time and service by
providing Easter Breakfast!

Thank you to the congregation for all of your
prayers and good wishes at the birth of Levi
Fredrick. We are so thankful for the wonderful
church family we have at Lord of Love!

All suppers were delicious and nutritious and
Mmmm GOOD!
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Del, Kim, and Nathaniel Gust
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Mission Statement: Created by God’s gracious love, we are called, as a community of faith,
to be witnesses and servants of Jesus to the world.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
This Month

This Month, continued

May 8

Fair Trade product sales

May 22

Rain date for Planting of the
Community Garden

May 14

Bridal Shower for Jess Heine
(fiancé of Jason Garder)

May 29

Summer Worship Schedule
begins

May 15

May 18

May 22

New Member Orientation
Planting of the Community
Garden

Upcoming Events
June 4-5

ELF Habitat Build host church

Bell Ringing Class for grades
3 and up

June 5

Summer Breakfasts begin

Tanzania Trip Presentation

June 13-17

SonSurf Beach Bash
Vacation Bible School

Articles for The Love Letter can be submitted to the editor, Kim Gust, in the Love Letter mailbox at church or by
email at loveletter@lord-of-love.org. Articles must be received by the Love Letter editor by the 20th of the month.
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