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A Look Ahead 

Welcome to fall! The Fall Festival, “Abundant Harvest,” is in less 
than two weeks on Oct. 11! Remember to purchase your tickets by 
Oct. 5 and bring your nonperishable food items to the event. 
 
Oct. 5 is also Celebration of Faith (Stewardship) Sunday, so please 
remember to bring your intention of giving cards and stay for a 
catered lunch following second service. 
 
Gather Bible Studies continue on Mondays and Wednesdays. Note 
that on Oct. 6 the Monday group will meet at the home of Rose 
Roberts. Meanwhile, the men’s breakfast group continues to meet 
faithfully at 7 a.m. on Saturdays in the Fellowship Hall.  
 
Lastly, the editor apologizes for the youth items that were 
inadvertently left out of the last issue. Please see page 8 for 
upcoming youth events and related deadlines, and make sure your 
junior or senior high schooler knows about youth group on 
Wednesday evenings. 
 
See you at the Fall Festival! 
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“All Are Welcome” is the very basic statement 
and proclamation of our church. All are welcome 
to join in all aspects of worship, fellowship, 
educational opportunities and groups in the 
church. All are welcome to share their gifts, 
talents and treasure in the ministry of 
proclaiming the gospel. 
 
“All are Welcome” is a phrase that reflects 
hospitality. Henri Nouwen writes about 
Hospitality:  
 

“the German word of hospitality is 
Gastfreundschaft which means 
‘friendship for the guest.’ The Dutch use 
the word gastvrijheid, which means ‘the 
freedom of the guest.’ Both of these 
meanings offer friendship without 
binding the guest and freedom without 
leaving him/her alone.” 
 
“Hospitality, therefore, means primarily 
the creation of a free space where the 
stranger can enter and become a friend 
instead of an enemy. Hospitality is not to 
change people, but to offer them space 
where change can take place.” 

 
Hospitality is also showing kindness and 
compassion to a guest or visitor. So, how do we 
at Lord of Love show hospitality to our guests? 
Do we: 
 

- Greet them with a smile and a 

handshake? 

- Tell them that we are glad they are here? 

- Ask if they need any assistance during 

worship and offer to sit near them to 

help? 

- Thank them as they leave and invite 

them to return again? 

Yes – some or many of us do these things. For 
some it might seem uncomfortable to extend 
themselves, while for others it is more natural. 
 
I invite you to “get out of your comfort zone” 
and extend a welcome to our guests who 
worship at Lord of Love. Who knows, showing 
hospitality to a visitor just might make you a 
new friend in Christ. 
 
 
Peace,  
 
 
Pastor Brad 

Pastor’s Page, by Pastor Brad Meyer 
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 Lord of Love’s Worship Servants 

 October 5 October 12 October 19 October 26 

Greeter(s) 

8 a.m. Kenn & Shari 
Garder 

Paul & Sue Dieter Doug & Rose 
Roberts 

Wayne & Joan 
Witt 

10:30 a.m. Matt & Lisa Willard Bill & Nicole 
Quackenbush 

Lynda McGraw/ 

E.J. Shaner 

Kathy 
Christiansen/ 
Paula Foster 

Liturgist 

8 a.m. Deb Lund Shawn Lorenzen Dave Hild Deb Lund 

10:30 a.m. Rex Quadhamer Paul Christenson Lori Vandeventer Susan Lueders 

Communion Servers 

8 a.m. Bill Baker & Brian  
Lund  

Egr family Peg Murphy/ Joe 
& Jackie Combes 

B. Lund/ Wayne 
& Joan Witt 

10:30 a.m. Deb Quadhamer  

Paul & Ann Kroll 

Deb Gillespie/ 
Anne Yarger 

Vandeventer 
family 

Lueders family 

Altar Care 

8 a.m. Mardi Fiske Wayne & Joan 
Witt 

Deb Christenson 
& Angie Meyer 

D& R Roberts & 
Caroline 
Stephenson 

10:30 a.m. Paul & Ann Kroll Deb Quadhamer 
J  Messerschmidt 

Diana Haye & 
Marcia Roads 

Debra Gillespie & 
Karen Armitage 

Ushers 

8 a.m. Combes family, Dale & Karen Finck 

10:30 a.m. Lueders family, Lynnette Nore & Chris Boarts 

Nursery 

10:30 a.m. Anne Yarger  Lisa Rieff Ashley Meier 

Recording 

 Pat Brewer Paul Christenson Dave Lueders Paul Murphy 

Donut Pick Up and Clean U 

Pick-up 

Clean-up 

Shinrocks 

Edward’s 

Roberts 

Avalos 

Rieffs 

Lueders 

 

Recording 

 Pat Brewer Paul Christenson Dave Lueders Paul Murphy 
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Third-Graders Receive Bibles 

Ministry Appreciation: Handbell Choir! 

"Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands." 
Psalm 98:4 

 
As was mentioned in last month's Love Letter, we are so fortunate to 
have the wonderful music that we do as part of our worship. This 
month, we express our appreciation to Heidi Meyer and the talented 
members of the Handbell Choir. The Handbell Choir has been such 
a delightful addition to our worship and we want to recognize their 
time and efforts to make our worship more meaningful. (They did a 
not-to-be-missed piece last Christmas!)   
 
Please take a moment to thank Heidi and the members of the 
Handbell Choir for their ministry! 

Congratulations to 
Toren Johnson, 
Morgan Wiater, and 
Alicia Ridriguez, 
who each received a 
Bible as a gift 
recently from Lord of 
Love. This is an 
ongoing tradition in 
supporting the 
foundation of faith in 
our children. A “Bible 
101” class was held 
after services to help 
teach the young 
people how to use 
and cherish their 

new Bibles.  



 MISSION 

The Love Letter 6 October 2014 

 
 
 

ELCA Response to Unaccompanied Migrant Children  

The Situation 
The recent influx in unaccompanied and migrant children arriving in the United States is a result of 
risk factors causing these children to leave their home countries. The children’s countries of origin 
suffer from drug trafficking, violence, sex trafficking, poverty and unemployment, among other factors. 
As a result, these children are vulnerable to harm, such as gender-based violence, harassment, 
persecution and extortion. Some children are hoping to reconnect with family members who have 
migrated to the U.S.  
 

Read more about what is really going on: Myth vs. Fact resource 

Our Response 

As members of the ELCA, we are called to love and 

welcome all. We answer the call when children who are 
running from hunger, poverty and harm arrive on our 

doorstep. We believe it is our responsibility to protect and 
care for those who are most vulnerable by providing 

services to ensure their safety, upholding their human 
rights and recognizing and preventing exploitation.  

The ELCA – through Lutheran Disaster Response – is 

responding to the arrival of these children with grace and 
compassion. Lutheran Disaster Response, working with 

strategic allies such as Lutheran Immigration and 
Refugee Services, is committed to walking with 

unaccompanied and migrant children within this country 
and across borders.  

What Can You Do?  
Act: Tell Congress to approve adequate funding to  
address this crisis. Find out how. 

 
Pray: Pray for those affected by violence, that they may be granted peace and healing.  

 
Give: Your gifts designated for Unaccompanied and Migrant Children will be used in full 
(100 percent) to assist those directly impacted by this crisis. Gifts from people like you 

allow us to respond to those who are most vulnerable.   
 

Connect: To learn more about the situation and the ELCA’s response:  

 Sign up to receive Lutheran Disaster Response alerts. 
 Check the Lutheran Disaster Response blog. 
 Read more.  

 

http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Unaccompanied_Migrant_Children_Myths_Facts.pdf
http://www.capwiz.com/elca/issues/alert/?alertid=63286196
https://community.elca.org/unaccompaniedmigrantchildren
http://listserv.elca.org/cgi-bin/wa.exe?SUBED1=DISASTER&A=1
http://www.elca.org/en/News-and-Events/blogs/ELCALutheranDisasterResponse
http://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response/Our-Impact/Unaccompanied-and-Migrant-Children
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Fall Festival “Abundant Harvest” on Oct. 11 

Good food, great entertainment, fabulous silent auction items! It’s nearly time for the Fall Festival!  
It will be on Saturday, Oct. 11 in the sanctuary. Doors open at 5:30 to begin bidding on the silent 
auction items, with dinner served at 6 p.m. Dinner, catered by the Table Grace Café, consists of 
Italian chicken breast served on arborio rice (chicken breast with prosciutto ham, parmesan cheese, 
tomato sauce and Italian herbs), steamed asparagus, bread, pumpkin pot de crème, coffee and 
water. Don’t forget to purchase your tickets ($17.50 each or 2 for $30) by Oct. 5.  
 
Our one and only Tom Olson will emcee the program, which features an original 
devotional by Judy Messerschmidt and entertainment by the Nebraska Wind 
Symphony Sax Quartet that includes LOL’s Deb Lund. 
 
Focusing on the theme, Abundant Harvest: Lord of Love serving the Community 
and the World, this festival is another way to demonstrate “God’s Work, Our 
Hands.” Displays will show how Lord of Love members use their gifts and talents 
in serving outside of our church. The profits from the Fall Festival will be used to 
continue Lord of Love outreach by dividing the funds equally between the 
Siena/Francis House, Nebraska Lutheran Campus Ministry, the Nebraska  
Synodical Women’s Mission trip to Tanzania in February, and LOL’s Women of the 
ELCA operating fund. 
 
The last portion of the Fall Festival celebration is to gather non-perishable food items for Project 
Hope. In 2013, we brought in 2549 food items, exceeding the challenge of 2500 items. This year our 
challenge is to bring in 3000 food items – let’s exceed that goal as well! The first delivery of donated 
food was made in September. The remaining donations will be delivered on Oct. 18 (see below) 
 
Thank you in advance for supporting the Fall Festival and showing the world how our hands do 
God’s work. 

 

Project Hope and the North Omaha Center for Health Families 

Please join us on Saturday, Oct. 18 to experience firsthand “God’s Work; 
Our Hands!” Help load up, transport and shelve items for Project Hope 
(hopefully at their new facility!) and tour the North Omaha Center  
for Healthy Families, a program of Lutheran Family Services.   
Here’s the plan: 

12:15 p.m. - Meet at Lord of Love; load up pantry items;  
leave no later than 12:45 pm 
1 p.m. - Unload food items and shelve them at Project Hope,  
Shepherd of the Hills, 60th & Sorensen Pkwy 
2 p.m. - Tour North Omaha Center for Healthy Families at 30th & Lake 
3:15 p.m. - Arrive back at Lord of Love 

We’ll need drivers with space to take food items as well as passengers. Please sign up on the 
sheet in the Narthex. 

 



 YOUTH 
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CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

2014 Lord of Love Church Council 

Executive Committee: Brian Walther, President; Kenn Garder, Vice-President; Judy Messerschmidt, Secretary; Lisa Meyer, 
Treasurer 

Nurture: Paula Foster, Lisa Willard 

Outreach: Karen Anderson, Mardi Fiske 

Resources: Paul Concannon, Rex Quadhamer 

Worship: Kathy Christiansen, Joan Witt 

 

General Fund financial information for August 2014: 
 
        Actual Income - $27,470.25 
        Actual Expense - $27,608.40 
 
General Fund financial information year to date through August 2014: 
 
        Actual Income - $204,821.20 
        Actual Expenses - $214,692.04 

Giving Status 

Youth Group  

Youth group continues to meet Wednesday 
nights at 6:30 p.m. We plan events and service 
projects, have devotion and study time, and 
have fun and fellowship. Youth grades 7-12 are 
invited to join us! 

 

Youth Service for the Fall Festival  

We need junior and senior high youth who can 
assist with the Fall Festival on Oct. 11 from  
4 to about 9:30 p.m. Dinner is included! Parent 
volunteers and other extra hands would also be 
welcome. This opportunity not only offers a way for 
the youth to serve the congregation, but is also a 
fundraising opportunity for LOL Youth. 

Please let Heather Christensen know if you or your 
family are available. 

 

Tri-Annual ELCA Youth Gathering  
Registration and deposit are due on Oct. 15 for 
this event coming up on July 15-19, 2015. Find 
more information and registration on the Youth 
Board in the narthex. 

Fun, Fire Pit, Food and Games 
Don’t miss this fun event Oct. 18 
from 6:30 -11 p.m. at the home of  
the Messerschmidt family. See  
the flyers on the Youth Board for  
more details. 

Lutheran Youth of Nebraska Gathering 
Registration forms and fees ($165) are due 
Oct. 8 for this event coming up on Nov. 21-23. 
Registration forms are on the Youth Board in 
the narthex. 

Upcoming Events 
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Fall clean-up day is Saturday, Oct. 11 from 8–11:30 
a.m. We have landscape areas to weed, mulch to 
spread, and trees to remove. 
 
Contact Doug Roberts with any questions.  
Thank you for helping take care of our resources! 
 

Oct. 5 is our Celebration of Faith Sunday.     That morning, we will return our 
intention of giving cards as our continued     response to God’s gift of grace. 
We will also celebrate together after the      second service with a catered 
meal from Mangia in the Fellowship Hall.     Please join us! 
 

Celebration of Faith Sunday 

Stewardship: Giving Generously, by Heather Hansen 

The Bible reminds us that we are called by God to be generous 
people and to give our time, love and financial support to those 
in need. Many people are ready to lend a hand when someone 
asks them to do something, but seldom reach out and volunteer. 
Could it be we only volunteer our time and resources when it is 
convenient for us and not others?  
 
When our family first started in our search to find a church, we were turned off by the sermons of 
“give to the church.” In our minds we thought, “They only want our money.” But, after becoming 
more involved, we have found giving is more than just paying the bills. Being part of a loving church 
family. we saw the generosity of others towards our community and saw how they helped our youth 
grow into knowing God’s love. This is what being a steward in God’s word is all about.  
 
This summer, our children attended Vacation Bible School at Lord of Love. When asked what their 
favorite memory was, our daughter said it was meeting new friends and people who were nice and 
gentle to others. She also remembered that love is kind and not rude. Our son, being a typical little 
boy, said, “food and snacks!” If it wasn’t for the volunteers and resources from the congregation, the 
kids and others who attended would not have these memories.   
 
When we give our time, our love, and our financial support generously we will be able to see the way 
our gifts and talents can have a positive impact in our church and community.   
 
 
Fall Clean-Up Day 



MEN’S NEWS 
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Are you looking for an opportunity to work 
with women’s ministries at Lord of Love? 
Participating in the women’s ministry team 
is an excellent opportunity to learn more 
about the involvement of women at Lord of 
Love, the Nebraska Synodical Women of 
the ELCA and the Churchwide Women of 
the ELCA.  
 
Learn more at the Women’s Ministry Team 
meeting at 6 p.m. in the Mary Room on 
Wednesday, Oct. 8. For questions, contact 
Jackie Combes. 

 

Men’s Saturday Morning Breakfast- 

WOMEN OF LOVE 
 

“Gather” Bible Study Women’s Ministry Team 

October dates for ladies’ coffee fellowship at 
Crane Coffee, 77th and Cass, are Fridays, 
Oct. 3, 17 and 31. All ladies are invited to 
meet at 8 a.m. for food and conversation. 
 

Crane Coffee Fellowship 

Fall General Meeting 

Mark your calendar for 9 a.m. on Nov. 15 
for the Women of Love general meeting, 
election of 2015 Ministry Team members, 
and planning for the 2015 Women’s 
Ministry program. Come and help shape 
our women’s ministry opportunities! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us each and every Saturday morning at 7 a.m. for 
fellowship, food for the spirit and nourishment for the body. 
Held in Lord of Love’s fellowship hall, we always will have a 
seat open for you. Don’t wonder what it’s all about - wander 
on in and find out what we’re about. 

 

It’s not too late to participate in a “Gather” Bible 
Study! October’s theme is “We are Called”, 
based on Isaiah 6:8, Whom shall I send, and 
who will go for us? And I said, “Here am I; send 
me.” Along with Isaiah, Paul, and Jesus’ 
disciples, God calls us to lives of faith and 
service.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Wednesday group will meet at 6 p.m. on 
Oct. 1 in the Mary Room. You may pick up your 
dinner in the Fellowship Hall prior to the study.  
 
Change of venue this month only: The 
Monday group will meet at the home of Rose 
Roberts, 10822 Valley at 6 p.m. on Oct. 6.  
If you would like to attend that evening, please 
RSVP by either emailing Rose at 
dougdorberts@cox.net or calling her at 402-
392-1559. All women are invited to attend either 
study group. You do not need to commit to the 
full 9-month study; just attend whenever you 
can. 
 

mailto:dougdorberts@cox.net
tel:402-392-1559
tel:402-392-1559
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Our annual Thankoffering service 
will be held during both the 8 and 
10:30 worship services on Oct. 12. 
For more than 100 years, Lutheran 
women have carried out the 
tradition of collecting 
Thankofferings at home to give 
thanks for blessings in the ordinary 
and extraordinary moments of life.  
 
Thankofferings are sent to Churchwide Women 
of the ELCA for ongoing ministries. Thank you in 
advance for participating in this ministry. 
 

Lutheran Women of Omaha will 
meet Tuesday, Oct. 14 at noon 
at St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
at 1725 South 60th Street. The 
speaker is Dr. Scott Frederickson, 
pastor of Shepherd Hills Lutheran 
Church in Omaha, and the project 
is St. Matthew’s Food Pantry 
(monetary or tangible).  
 
Please call Ruth Manning at 402-
451-0221 by Oct. 12 if you plan to 
attend. 

 

October 1, 6 p.m. Gather Bible Study, Mary Room 
October 3, 8 a.m. Crane Coffee Fellowship 
October 6, 6 p.m. Gather Bible Study, Home of Rose Roberts 
October 7, 9 a.m. – noon Quilters, Fellowship Hall 
October 8, 6 p.m. Women’s Ministry Team, Mary Room 
October 11, 5:30 p.m. Fall Festival 
October 12 Thankoffering Sunday 
October 17, 8 a.m. Crane Coffee Fellowship 
October 21, 9 a.m. – noon  Quilters, Fellowship Hall 
October 31, 8 a.m. Crane Coffee Fellowship 

 

Looking Ahead 

Thankoffering Service 

November 15 General Meeting (9 a.m.) 
 

January 24, 2015 Nebraska Synodical Women’s Retreat, Grand Island 
 
 

Lutheran Women of Omaha 

Dates to Remember 
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If you would like to add a name to the In Our Prayers section, please contact the office at 402.493.2946, 
send an email to marylou@lord-of-love.org, or fill out a prayer request note available in the narthex  

and place it in the basket. 
Please help keep this list current by informing us when a name can be removed. Thanks! 

Antoinette Anania (cousin of Deb Lund) 

Chris Beckman (friend of Jane Gehringer) 

Dick Bell 

Connie Bennett (cousin of Karen Armitage) 

Patricia Connolly (friend of the Thoms) 

Ken Gustafson (husband of Mary Lou) 

Vicky Hays (friend of Ann Kroll) 

Mike Gillotte (neighbor of the Pickens) 

Cheryl Jones (friend of Nancy Shinrock) 

Juanita Kiesel & Drew VanWinkle (friends of 

Mary Lou Gustafson) 

Verna Kragnes (sister of Amy Kragnes) 

Matt Kreikimeier (friend of Brenda Mac) 

Glenna Lee 

Ken Lineweaver (Aaron Edward’s Papa) 

Lisa Lueders (sister-in-law of Dave Lueders) 

Marj & Jim Mahler and Sue, Terry & Keith 

(mother, brother and friends of Jane Hawkins) 

Jennifer & John Mather (friends of the Lueders) 

Debbie Michalak (former co-worker of Jackie 

Combes) 

Mark Miller 

Rett Messerschmidt 

Charles Meyer (father of Pr. Brad) 

Dawn Neumann 

\ 

Brenda Nobles (friend of Gwen Edwards) 
Don St. Ours (brother-in-law of Lynda 
McGraw) 
Karen Pickens 
David Pippin (nephew of Lynda McGraw) 
Cynthia Palmer (friend of Dave & Lisa Rieff) 
Chuck Santori 
Isaac Schroeder 
Jill Sheridan (sister-in-law of Rebecca Lund 
Sheridan) 
Brian Shinrock 
Georgene Sones (mother of Dayla Miller) 
Diane Sullivan & Alice VanHoosen (friends of 
the Egrs) 
Scott Swigert & Jeanna Steppuhn (nephew & 
niece of the Shinrock’s) 
Brenda Thom 
Roslynn Thom (sister of Ron Thom) 
Bill Wallway (uncle of Kenn Garder) 
Al Weibusch 
Ted Whitfield (former co-worker of Brian 
Shinrock) 
Caregivers and those who suffer with 
depression. 
 

THOSE WHO ARE DEPLOYED: 
Steve Slone 
Travis Menzie 
Paul Wendzel 

  
 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the 

Annual Lord of Love Pot Luck!  The food was 

delicious and the Fellowship couldn't be better! 

Thank you to the Men of Lord of Love for 

setting up, and for the Roberts and Avelos 

families for helping Lisa and Matt Willard and 

Paula Foster clean up! 

 

 

 

Sunday school is getting rave reviews! Paula 
Foster asked a 5th grade student what she 
learned, and practically got the entire lesson 
repeated on forgiveness!  
 
We are so grateful to Heather Christensen for 
her guidance and leadership for our education! 
Thank you, Heather, for your dedication and 
hard work! 

LOVE NOTES 
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Return Service Requested 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This Month 

October 5  Celebration of Faith Sunday 
 
October 11  Clean-Up Day/ Fall Festival 
 
October 12 Thankoffering Service 
 
October 18  Youth Fall Fun, Fire, Food and 

Games at the Messerschmidt’s 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 21-23  Lutheran Youth of 
Nebraska Gathering 

 
November 30 Advent Gathering 
 
December 14 Sunday School   
                                Christmas Program  

 
 
 
 

Save the Date 

The Love Letter 

10405 Fort Street 
Omaha, NE 68134-1298 

Mission Statement:  Celebrating and sharing God’s love in a welcoming community of faith, 
while serving others. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

Articles for The Love Letter can be submitted to the editor in the Love Letter mailbox at church or 
by email at loveletter@lord-of-love.org. Articles must be received by the 20th of the month. 

 


