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A Look Ahead
November 5: Go Big Red: A Husker Tailgate Event
November 6: Daylight Savings Ends (Fall Back!)
November 9: Aged to Perfection Luncheon
November 18-20: LYON Assembly
November 20 : Thanksgiving and Pie Feast at 7 p.m.
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FROM THE INTERIM PASTOR
Friends at Lord of Love,
This past week I was asked to speak to the
Table Grace board of directors about the
‘blessed on your way’ bags that the Luther
kids have begun here at Lord of Love. One
of the members of the board asked, “Are
you saying that this ministry started with six
children and their two teachers?” I simply
replied, “That’s right.”

In the midst of the call process, it is vital to
recognize that God is calling all of us to live
out the good news of Jesus and work for
justice and peace, not just the pastor you
are seeking.

As I reflected on this brief interchange some
time later, it reaffirmed for me the reality
of Luther’s concept of the priesthood of all
believers. We don’t know whom the Spirit will
call to do God’s mission and ministry, nor do
we know when, where or how God will call us
to do the work of God’s heart.

P.S. At the Table Grace board meeting,
I learned of another development that
illustrates how the Spirit is at work in the
bags the Luther kids have put together.
Someone seeking state certification as
mental health counselor will be doing an
internship at Table Grace. He will be there
to listen to those who come to Table Grace
for a meal and help them learn of other
resources that may be of help to them.

Peace,
Pastor Glenn

So it is that persons who use one of
our vouchers will not only receive good,
nutritious meal, but also possible help for
their other needs.

WORSHIP
Thanksgiving Worship and Pie Fest

Advent Services to Begin

Mark your calendar for the Thanksgiving
worship service at 7 p.m. on Sunday, Nov.
20, followed by PIEFest!! Bring a pie to share
or give a little time to help with preparation or
cleanup.

Our midweek Advent services begin
Wednesday, Nov. 30 at 7 p.m. Join us as
we wait for the birth of Jesus through our
quiet Holden Evening Prayer services.

To volunteer for preparation or clean up,
contact Heather Hansen or Doug Aden.

Our theme this year will focus on hope,
using the words of the hymn "Lord of all
Hopefulness" for a guide.

“Thanksgiving, after all, is a word of action.”
—W.J. Cameron
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NURTURE
Go Big Red! Night out with the Huskers
The Women’s Ministry Team and the
Nurture Committee will host “Go Big Red!
A Night Out with the Huskers” at 5:30 p.m.
on Nov. 5 in the fellowship hall. Tailgate
in the comfort of a warm
environment
with
the
camaraderie of friends,
and eat your favorite finger
foods. The entertainment
for the evening will be
watching the Ohio game
en masse. Big red attire is
encouraged!

If you plan to attend, please sign up on the
sheet posted on the bulletin board to help
plan for the food. Child care will be provided
if you so note it when you sign up for
the evening’s festivities.
A free-will offering will
be collected to raise
money for scholarships
for
the
Women’s
Triennial Convention in
Minneapolis in July 2017.
See you there!

MISSION
Mission Possible Update
The
Mission
Possible
team
has
designated
special
offerings
from Thanksgiving,
Advent
and
Christmas to go
to the Nebraska Synod Prison Ministries,
specifically to the meal packaging program
for the inmates and staff of the Nebraska
Correctional Center for Women in York.
An event is planned for Nov. 5, with
Chapter 25 (formerly Lincoln Kids Against
Hunger) and the Nebraska Synodical
Women’s Organization (WELCA.) They
hope to have enough food to pack 150,000
meals for the hungry, at 25¢ a meal. So,
$37,000 is needed to purchase the dry
food ingredients and packaging materials
for all inmates and staff to participate.

From Pastor Bob Bryan, Followers of Christ
Congregation:
This project began in the heart of one inmate
who led others to follow suit. Instead of
just consuming tax dollars, they wanted
to serve in a way that impacted others in a
very positive way. While our goal is to feed
150,000 people, we also seek to provide this
opportunity for the inmates to “give back” to
the community, to feel needed and inspired to
have made a positive difference in someone’s
life. The inmates named this project, “No Kid
Left Hungry” and are very excited to work with
Kids Against Hunger, Followers of Christ and
WELCA to make this happen!
Be sure to attend worship and adult forum on
Sunday, Nov. 6, when Pastor Bob Bryan will
be with us at Lord of Love to talk about his
work with prison ministries in Nebraska.
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MISSION
The Death Penalty in Nebraska: A Letter from the Bishop (from NebraskaSynod.org)
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ:
I write in these final
days of this year’s
tempestuous political
season to ask for
your faithful witness
to the communities
and nation in which
we live. Specifically, I
ask two things of you:
first, that you be “an
example in speech
and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity” (1
Timothy 4:12) as you engage in conversation
and conduct regarding political matters, so
that a conflicted, polarized world may see
another, better way to live.
Second, I ask that as you consider the
choice before all Nebraskans regarding
the death penalty, you do so with prayer,
deep reflection, and study of the matter.
As disciples of Jesus Christ, we respond
with compassion and care to those who are
victims of violent crime; we work for justice
that rights wrongs and restores lives and
communities to wholeness; and we support
officers and officials of the law in their often
dangerous work of preserving the peace.
In this work of discipleship, we reflect
carefully on all that we do to achieve these
goals, and our church develops statements
to help us in that reflection. Since 1991,
while recognizing that individual members
will hold different points of view, our church
has been clear in its opposition to the death
penalty.

This is a complex and often emotional
matter, and deliberation will long continue.
In that deliberation, our church has noted
that “It is because of this church’s ministry
with and to people affected by violent
crime... commitment to justice... and
concern regarding the actual use of the
death penalty” that we are in opposition
to it.
I urge you to read the full Social Statement
on the Death Penalty, which you may find
on the Nebraska Synod website. There
you will find additional resources including
the names of individuals who are willing to
speak to your congregation or small groups
to share personal stories about the death
penalty.
This is a difficult topic to discuss, as many of
us have questions and strong feelings about
it. Yet it is a critical issue, deserving our
faithful reflection and careful consideration.
I urge you to use these resources in your
personal and congregational deliberation.
You will find them helpful.
Once again, I ask your faithful witness as
examples of civility and as disciples rooted
in faith and prayer. Let us show the world
that our faith makes us different.
Finally, I hope you will join me in voting to
retain, that consistent with our teachings,
our state may be free of the death penalty.
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Brian D. Maas, Bishop
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MISSION/OUTREACH
Church Garden Recap, from Doug Aden
By the time you read this article, our garden
will be cleaned and put to bed for the winter.
We had a successful year because we were
able to feed the Japanese beetles, the
racoons, and rabbits and still have plenty of
food to take to the pantries.
We started the year by planting potatoes on and
around Good Friday; then, as the season got
warmer, we planted the rest of our vegetables.
All in all, we planted potatoes, squash, beets,
carrots, green beans, tomatoes and peppers.
Most of the food was taken to Project Hope.
When there was too much for them, we took
the food to other pantries in the city.
An early hail storm striped the leaves on the
potatoes, which left little stubs and tomatoes.
Some of the tomatoes had to be replanted.
The potatoes made a comeback but the yield
was lessened. We did not get the quantity that
we had in past years.
We tried to combat the rabbit problem by
building a fence around the tender plants. You
know, that worked. It kept the rabbits out but
it did not keep out the Japanese Beetle. We
set all kinds of traps but they just kept coming
and eating. As for the racoons. we tried every
trick we know of, but they still had a feast of
sweet corn.
While working on the garden, we always took
time to enjoy coffee, fresh baked goods and
have good fellowship. So good fun, good
fellowship, good food and good work are the
rewards of Lord of Love’s garden.
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CHURCH COUNCIL/STEWARDSHIP
2016 Lord of Love Church Council
Vision and Coordination: Brian Walther, President; Dave Hild, Vice-President;
Kathy Christiansen, Secretary; Jackie Combes, Treasurer
Nurture: Laurie Heavey and Susan Lueders
Outreach: Paula Foster and Scott Reinhardt
Resources: Craig Pennell and Bill Quackenbush
Worship: Doug Aden and Heather Hansen
Council Meeting Report from the Secretary
The Lord of Love Church Council met on Sept. 18, 2016 and the following are some of the
highlights of the meeting.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Worship committee reported that the Thanksgiving and Christmas services are planned.
Resources reported that Fall Clean up Day will be Nov. 5 from 8 to 10 a.m.
Nurture reported that a committee has been formed for the 45th Anniversary of Lord of Love
and that they will be begin meeting in January.
V & C reported that some constitutional changes were made at the ELCA churchwide
assembly this summer and those changes will be examined at the individual congregation
level in 2017.
Reminders of the Budget Forum on Oct. 30 and Congregational Meeting on Nov. 13.
Next meeting will be Nov. 15, 2016 at 7 p.m.

Giving Status
General Fund financial information for September 2016:
Actual Income - $25,613.00
Actual Expense - $26,092.80
Financial Information YTD as of the end of September:
Actual Income - $240,473.15
Actual Expense - $234,895.87
As of the end of September, the available cash deficit has
increased. It is (9,172.03). Weekly offerings of $7,217 are
needed to meet budgeted expenses. The weekly offering average
through the end of September was $6,072. The monthly offering
average was $26,310.67 at the end of September down from
$26,418.63 at the end of August. Thank you for your continued
prayers and contributions as we move forward in 2016.
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STEWARDSHIP
Act Together, by Kathy Christiansen (Adapted from Giving Magazine Spring 2016 issue)
“I give you a new commandment, that you
love one another. Just as I have loved
you, you also should love one another. By
this everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another.”
-John 13:34-35

Jesus commands us to love one another.
He calls us into relationships; he calls us
into community. His command is to love one
another as he has loved us! In this community,
we move into relationship with Jesus and one
another.

In the upper room, at the last supper, Jesus
gives this new commandment to his disciples:
love one another. We are to love one another
as he has loved us. It is about witness to the
world. It is how the world around us will see
and know that we are disciples of Jesus.
This commandment is about community. It
is about the common good. It is about living
as disciples of Jesus. He commands that we
follow him together. He commands us to love
one another.

This truly is a radical command. In our culture
of individualism, it may feel like none of us has
enough. We all are driven to get more. But in
this community of Jesus’s disciples, we begin
to see that God provides us with more than
enough!

These are strange and foreign words in a
culture that worships individualism. It is an
odd concept in an economy that is based on
the premise that the one who dies with the
most things wins. It is hard to comprehend
this commandment in a time when we all
seek something more—more house, more
car, more status, more power, more stuff.
In this drive for more, we find ourselves
isolated and feeling alone. We are driven to
protect our stuff. So we fear our neighbor,
we build higher fences and security systems,
we live in fear of losing what we have
accumulated.

MEN'S NEWS
Men's Breakfast
All men are invited to join other Lord of Love men for breakfast, fellowship and
study every Saturday morning at 7 a.m. in the fellowship hall.
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WOMEN OF LOVE
Triennial Gathering
How many of you have children or grandchildren
who have attended the ELCA National Youth
Gatherings? Remember how they came away
from that inspired and on fire?
Remember when the men attended their
national gathering two summers ago? How
many of them stated it inspired them?
The women also have a national gathering.
Our Triennial Gathering is to women what the
National Youth Gathering is to our kids. Our
Triennial Gathering is the event that allows
women to come together to worship, learn and
fellowship with one another. We will sing loudly,
learn to be empowered to action, and have
our lives transformed. It is a time to invest in
yourself! You will come home full of ideas and
energy. It is a time to celebrate and be joyful with
our sisters in Christ. You will meet new women
and renew old friendships. We are blessed to be
servants of Jesus Christ.
Because the Tenth Triennial Gathering falls
during the observance of the 500th anniversary
of the Protestant Reformation, the theme
resonates with reformation and transformation.
We will explore ways in which the Holy Spirit
changes us, acknowledging that reformation
and transformation have happened and continue
to happen within the faith-filled community of
women known as Women of the ELCA.
Early bird registration is from now through
Jan. 6, 2017, with a rate of $310. Regular
rate beginning January 7 will be $350. Day
registrations are again at a rate of $175. The
Gathering hotels will be Hilton Minneapolis, the
Hyatt Regency, and the Millennium Hotel; with
rates ranging from $162 to $170 per night.

Register at welcatg.org. Registration booklets
are available online or email women.elca@
elca.org with “registration booklet” in the
subject line to request one to be mailed to
you; don’t forget to provide them your mailing
address.
If transportation is your concern, a bus is
being organized by the Nebraska Women
of the ELCA to travel to Minneapolis for the
Gathering. Scholarships are being offered by
the Lord of Love women’s ministry team along
by the Nebraska Women of the ELCA. Please
complete the Lord of Love form (inserted at the
end of this issue) and return to Gwen Edwards.

Upcoming Dates
Quilters will meet on Nov. 1 and 15.
Coffee will meet on the Nov. 4 and 18.
Monday Night Bible Study Group will meet on
Nov. 7 at at the Village Inn, one block north
of 144th and L Street (3304 S 143rd Plaza
Oakview Mall).
Wednesday Night Bible Study Group will
meet on Nov. 9 at Lord of Love. All women
are invited to attend.
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Top 12 Reasons to Attend the Gathering
1. In 2014, Gwen Edwards challenged Lord of
Love Women to have ten in attendance. If the
Men can do it, so can we.

9. Listen to a peace activist speak on
transformation. Nobel Peace Prize winner
Leymah Gbowee will be a keynote speaker.

2. No, you are not too young or old. There
were women spanning a six-generational age
difference in Charlotte. Let’s do it again!

10. Best “Sister” thing to do ever! Deeply
connects me to my daughters and
granddaughter, mothers and grandmothers
and my Heavenly Father.
–Susan Humphrey, Tulsa, OK (past Lord of
Love Retreat presenter)

3. It’s three days of uplifting transforming,
enriching faith-filled fellowship with sisters
in Christ.
—Diane Brauer, McCook, NE (past Lord of
Love Retreat Attendee)

11. Worship together with thousands of
Lutheran Women. It’s an amazing experience.
12. It’s a time of meeting and making new
friends; meeting the staff; letting your heart
grow and experience new opportunities; and
hearing God speak to you!! You will leave a
different woman: one who has grown in her
faith walk and becomes ready to share. Once
you attend, you’re hooked.
—Gwen Edwards, Bellevue, NE (W/ELCA
Executive Board Member)

4. An opportunity to hear in person from
Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton.
5. For a new experience because every
Gathering is a new time! Meeting new friends
and experiencing God in unexpected places
—Elysia McGill, Salem, NE (NSWO VicePresident)
6. Bring home a tote bag full of fresh new
ideas for ministry and action.
7. Make friends with thousands of bold women
from around the country and around the world.
8. I love visiting and getting reacquainted with
women I’ve met at other events and meeting
new sisters in Christ.
—Randi Ven Huizen (former Lord of Love
member)

WELCA Winter Retreat
Registration is now open for the Nebraska
Women of the ELCA winter retreat.
Saturday, Jan. 21, 2017
8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
St. Paul's Lutheran Church
Grand Island
Theme verses: Luke 10:38-41—Jesus at
the home of Mary and Martha
Registration ($18) is
due by Jan. 1. See
the registration form
inserted at the end
of this newsletter for
instructions and details
about the program.
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IN OUR PRAYERS
Leona Anderson & Scott Wells (friends of
Novaks)
Dick Bell
Connie Bennett (cousin of Karen Armitage)
Julie Craig & Candee Brandon (friends of
Dave & Lisa Rieff)
Syd Brinkman
Olivia Griffin (daughter of Scott and Dana
Griffin)
Sgt. Dean & Erin Hansen (Delina Wiater’s
son & his wife)
Jan Hughes (aunt of Paula Foster)
Julie (friend of Pat Brewer)
Kristen Kuhn (friend of Todd & Lisa Meyer)
Izzy Lightle (relative of Kim Gust)
Lisa Lueders (sister-in-law of Dave Lueders)
Debra Lund
Todd Meyer
Bill Morris
Don St. Ours (brother-in-law of Lynda McGraw)

Dave Piehl & Dan Piehl (brothers of Deb
Lund)
Peggy Seck (cousin of Ann Kroll)
Georgene Sones (mother of Dayla Miller)
Brenda Thom
Nancy Thoman (stepmother of Ann Kroll)
Pam Todd
Pauline Shaffer
Nancy Shinrock
Ted Whitfield (former co-worker of Brian
Shinrock)
Steve Wiitala (friend of Karen Mullen)
Caregivers and those who suffer with
depression
Those seeking employment
Those Who Mourn
The family and friends of Antoinette Anania
(cousin of Deb Lund)

To add a name to the In Our Prayers section, please contact the office
at 402.493.2946, send an email to marylou@lord-of-love.org, or fill out a
prayer request note available in the narthex and place it in the basket.

LOVE NOTES
Thank you to our Lord of
Love family and friends
for the love, prayers and
support shown to Deb
and I during the recent
loss of my mother.
The Lord of Love community has truly been
a blessing in our life. We consider you part of
our extended family and are blessed to count
you as our brothers and sisters in Christ.
With sincere gratitude,
Paul and Deb Christenson

Congratulations to Mary
Lou
Gustafson
on
25 years as our office
administrator at Lord of
Love! Everyone at Lord
of Love appreciates the
gifts that Mary Lou brings
to her work (ministry)
day after day. Many
thanks to Mary Lou for
her dedication and hard
work in all the ways that she keeps Lord of
Love running. What a blessing she is to us!
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Please help children in Foster Care!!
Hello, my name is Aaron Edwards. I’m doing an Eagle Scout service
project. My project is a Diaper and Shoe Drive to beneﬁt Lutheran Family
Services of Nebraska’s Foster Care program.
Diapers of any and all sizes and as many as I can collect are needed.
Shoes for newborns to eighteen-years-old; shoes would need to be new.
Shoes are an item that all children need and having a new pair of shoes
for school, church, or play makes a world of diﬀerence for the children.
Dona*on boxes are located in the corner next to the donut table.

LORD OF LOVE WOMEN OF THE ELCA
2017 TENTH TRIENNIAL SCHOLARSHIP FORM
July 13 – 16, 2017
Value of Scholarship is $500.00
At least six scholarships available*
Applicants must meet these requirements to eligible to apply for the scholarship.
Must be a female.
Applicant must be an ACTIVE member of Lord of Love Lutheran Church.
Applicant must be able to pay for the rest of the trip.
Will be required to share a presentation with the Women of Lord of Love.
Applicant must fill out the application form.
Information regarding the Tenth Triennial Gathering can be found on the Women of
the ELCA website, www.welcatg.org.
Please complete all requested information before returning this scholarship application.

PLEASE PRINT:
Name
Mailing Address
Home Phone (

)

Work Phone (

)

E-mail Address
Age Range  20 – 29 years

 30 – 39 years

 40 – 55 years

 56+ years

Please return by February 28, 2017 to:
Gwen Edwards
3402 Castile Drive
Bellevue, NE 68123-1327
OR
Edwards Lord of Love Mailbox
For more information, call Gwen at 402.291.1087 or e-mail at gfedwards@gmail.com
*If more than six applications are received, the decision will be based on financial need.
If scholarships are still available, then a random drawing will determine the recipients.

Attention
First Timers!
Triennial Gathering is a Celebration of Faith and Friendship with:
Engaging Speakers
Inspiring Preachers
Exciting Musicians
Because your NSWO Board wants to give you an opportunity to attend, we are
awarding four (4) scholarships of $400 each to first time attendees. Applications
must be postmarked by December 1, 2016 and mailed to:
Sandy Terry, Treasurer
1461 2nd Avenue Ct.
Fremont, NE 68025-5317
sterry9415@yahoo.com
Scholarships will be awarded by random drawing in time for early registration.
Gathering registration forms available on the NSWO website and in Expressions.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

TRIENNIAL SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
Name ______________________________
Address ____________________________
Phone ______________________________
E-mail ______________________________
Church _____________________________
Conference __________________________
I do hereby certify that I have not attended past CWO Triennial Gatherings:

___________________________ Signature of applicant

WOMEN OF THE E.L.C.A. WINTER RETREAT
SATURDAY, JANUARY 21, 2017
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
1515 S. Harrison St., Grand Island, NE
THEME VERSES – LUKE 10:38-41
Jesus at the home of Mary and Martha
ACTIVITIES:
8:30 Registration & Coffee
9:00

Opening Remarks
Keynote Speaker*
Bible Study with
Bishop Maas
Skit and a LIVE BAND!

3:00

Safe Travels

*Keynote Speaker Dr. Heather Goertz is an occupational therapist with 20 years of
experience in community and mental health in addition to having 10 children. She
will share information on foster care and adoption as well as Mary & Martha.
OFFERING TO: Safe-T, the Salvation Army Safe Program
- - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - REGISTRATION by January 17, 2017
Name___________________________
Phone___________________
Address_________________________
E-mail___________________
Home Church____________________
Conference________________
Send $18.00 fee made payable to NSWO to:
Sandy Terry - 1461 2nd Ave. Ct. - Fremont, NE 68025-5317
sterry9415@yahoo.com
402-957-4480

