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Mission Statement: Celebrating and sharing God’s love in  
a welcoming community of faith, while serving others.

Looking Ahead
February 11: Congregational Meeting
February 13: Pancake Feed to Benefit Youth
February 14: Ash Wednesday (Service at 7 p.m.)
        Aged to Perfection Luncheon
February 18: Blood Drive
June 27-July 1: Triennial Youth Gathering

Submit articles for The Love Letter in the Love Letter mailbox at church 
or by email at loveletter@lord-of-love.org.

Articles (recipes or favorite poems, quotes etc., are also welcome)  
must be received by the 20th of the month.
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Love is…
How would you fill out this sentence (Love 
is…)? Everywhere I turn and every story I 
encounter, I see filling it out in a new way. 
Such as, Love is…agreeing with your loved 
one whose mind is not speaking in the 
present. Love is… spending the night in 
the hospital so a loved one is not left alone. 
Love is…giving of your time to find a way to 
bless the life of another. Love is…making 
the precious time we have with loved ones 
count and forgiving them often. Love is…
ALL of 1 Corinthians 12, along with John 
3:16-17, where only Jesus Christ has been 
the model for perfect love and sacrifice.

However, for as much love and sacrifice 
that God has endured on behalf of loving 
and saving us, it is easy to forget to thank 
God or carve out time to meet up with God 
by reading scripture, doing devotions, and 
praying (not just the pleading kind, but even 
the kind of prayer time where we simply 
listen and dwell in God’s presence... like a 
parent does with a new infant, or an adult 
does with an aging parent, just spending 
time being present with one another.)

In the middle of the month, on Valentine’s 
Day no less, the discipline of Lent will be 
upon us as we gather together for Ash 
Wednesday service. On this day, we will 
remember that apart from breath of life 
given to us by God, all we are is simply 
ashes.

This year, besides for Midweek Lenten 
Services, we hope to have a couple of 
prayer centers set up for which you can 
stop by and spend time dwelling in God’s 
presence. While the details are still being 
worked out, the Rainbow Room off to the 
left in the sanctuary will be a prayer station, 
and on that door, if there is another one that 
week, it will say what it is and where it will 
be located on the Jonah door. 

Recently, as we have been celebrating 
and remembering our baptism and our 
life of faith together at Lord of Love as a 
part the Body of Christ as given to us by 
the Holy Spirit, I have been so thankful for 
the thought that every day is a new day 
and a new opportunity to start anew, full 
of love, grateful for new beginnings, new 
opportunities, and newness of life. Then 
the other day a friend posted the following 
verse as one she’s been reading every 
day, and my heart was filled once again 
saying, “Amen,” and wanting this to be a 
part of my prayer life and focus right now 
too. Perhaps you will find it meaningful as 
well. The verse is Psalm 143:8 (NIV), “Let 
the morning bring me word of your unfailing 
love, for I have put my trust in you. Show 
me the way I should go, for to you, I lift up 
my soul!”

Speaking of what love is, God’s love truly 
is always unfailing for us. Because God 
is awe-inspiring like that! God is also 
completely trustworthy and willing to guide 
and lead us to where we are called to be 
and what we are called to do, if we would 
simply “trust in God to guide us” instead of 
worrying and fretting over things that are 
way beyond our control. (continued, next)
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(continued from previous) Not to mention 
that God gives us the gift of new life each 
day through the waters of our baptism, and 
then invites us into God’s love, by calling 
to us through God’s Word to do God’s will. 

We accept this gift not because salvation 
is dependent upon it, but because trusting 
in God and answering the Spirit’s calling 
in our lives is a way of saying thank you 
for the love we receive daily—not because 
you or I have earned such love (or could 
ever dream of earning it), but because God 
is faithful with God’s promises, and God’s 
steadfast love for us truly never ends. 

Therefore we can love others “because 
God first loved us.” (1 John 4:19) And when 
we trust in God’s plan and God’s love, God 
will show us the way, and grant us peace, 
hope and strength even in the hard times, 
because God is a God of love!

Hopefully, you will be able to take advantage 
of the prayer stations and abide in God’s 
love and feel God’s presence with you, as 
day by day we continually work at putting 
our lives in God’s Hands.
Love in Christ,  

Pastor Becky <><

WORSHIP

Midweek Lenten Plans

Starting on Wednesday, Feb. 14, we’ll start 
our Lenten Journey together by remembering 
that we are dust, and to dust we shall return, 
with the imposition of ashes and celebrating 
Holy Communion together in worship at 7 p.m.   

Each week during Lent, we will also have 
a prayer station or two for you to check 
out. These stations will be posted next to 
the door on the left inside the sanctuary. 
Everyone is invited to give these a try as a 
way of drawing nearer and closer to God.
Then we’ll be meeting on Wednesdays 
at 7 p.m.  for five weeks (Feb. 21-March 
21) for Midweek Lenten Services.

Our theme for Lent is: “We Are Lutheran,” 
in which we’ll explore what it means to be an 
ELCA, Lutheran Christian and some of the 
theological and ethical values of our tradition. 
Starting on Wed., Feb. 21, explore one 
of the five “solas” (Word Alone, Faith 
Alone, Christ Alone, Glory to God Alone, 
and Grace Alone) associated with the 
Reformation for five weeks. (continued, next)  
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Lenten Soup Suppers - Help Needed!
Volunteers to prepare and serve midweek 
soup suppers during Lent are needed. The 
first evening will be Wednesday, Feb. 21. 

Please contact Chris Rich at chris.rich.
design@gmail.com or 402.216.3390 or Joan 
Witt at jwellensiek@cox.net or 402.699.9054 
if you or your group can help. Thanks!

WORSHIP

(continued from previous) In conjunction 
with this, we will also be looking at some 
of the people who interacted with Martin 
Luther during the time of the Reformation 
and as he worked to form his small and 
large catechism and as we continue to 
celebrate and live out our rich Lutheran 
heritage together for the last 500 years.

On Sundays during the Adult Education  
class, we’ll be exploring each of the “solas” 
that we're discussing on Wednesdays by 
looking at the history and the present 
understanding, and exploring how to 
determine what this will look like in 
the future as we continue to live out 
these statements as the body of Christ. 

Midweek Lenten Plans

Pancake Feed to Benefit Youth
Tuesday, Feb. 13
5:30-7:30 p.m.
Join us and support our youth at a Shrove 
Tuesday (Mardi Gras) Pancake Feed. 
Your free-will offering will support the 
Houston Youth Gathering participants. 

VBS: Save the Date!
Vacation Bible School will run June 4-8, 2018. This year's theme will be forthcoming.



OUTREACH

February 2018      5

Sign Up to Donate Blood
Sunday, Feb. 18, 2018
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The Red Cross needs your blood donation 
urgently. Registration is now available for 
the annual Lord of Love blood drive. Sign 
up online at redcrossblood.org. The sponsor 
code is ”LordofLove”. 

You can also contact Paul Christenson  
at paulordeb@outlook.com or 402.403.1139.

ENDOWMENT

Endowment Fund Scholarships
This last year, the Endowment Committee 
awarded $1,700 for a full year nursing 
scholarship at the Machame Lutheran 
Hospital in Tanzania. When Bob Kasworm 
returned to Tanzania after Christmas, he 
found a first-year nursing student who was 
unable to pay her school fees and was in the 
process of being discharged from school.

We had just informed Bob of the grant, so 
he was able to award the scholarship and 
allow her to remain in school. The student's 
name is Lillian Kway, pronounced like the 
word “why” with a K in front of it. Despite 
difficult family circumstances, Lillian has 
an excellent academic record as shown by 
the fact her national test scores got her into 
not just secondary school but advanced 
secondary and then she tested in the top 
half of this select group.

Since the Endowment Fund began making awards, it has provided many scholarships for 
students. We wish Lillian the best as she begins preparing for her nursing career.

http://redcrossblood.org
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Mission Possible Update
Thanks for your kindness and generosity 
in supporting the ELCA Lutheran Disaster 
Response with your special offerings during 
Thanksgiving, Advent and Christmas. We 
will send $2684.46 to support programs all 
over the world that help people in need in 
times of natural disaster.

The focus for the special offerings for Lent and 
Easter is hunger: $715 will go to purchase 
a family farm through the ELCA Good Gifts 
program: “Talk about transformation!  A cow, 
a couple of goats, a dozen chicks, two pigs, 
farming tools, seeds and agricultural training 
and support, for example, can help a family 
achieve a fresh start. With new tools and 
techniques, crops will grow stronger than 
ever. Eggs, milk and meat from the farm 
animals provide a lifetime of food to eat and 
sell on the market, helping a family escape 
the cycle of hunger and poverty – for good.”

The remainder of the special Lenten and 
Easter offerings will be given to Food Bank 
for the Heartland to help the hungry in our 
area.  We hope to visit and package food at 
the Food Bank for the Heartland sometime in 
March. Look for more details soon!

ELCA World Hunger
More than 800 million people—that's 11 
percent of people in our world today— 
are hungry.

As members of the ELCA, we are called to 
respond. We are a church that rolls up our 
sleeves and gets to work. 

Working with and through our congregations, 
in the United States, Puerto Rico and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands, Lutheran churches overseas 
and other partners, ELCA World Hunger is 

uniquely positioned to reach communities 
in need. From health clinics to microloans, 
water wells to animal husbandry, community 
meals to advocacy, your gifts to ELCA World 
Hunger make it possible for the ELCA to 
respond, supporting sustainable solutions 
that get at the root causes of hunger  
and poverty. 

Learn more at www.elca.org/Our-Work/
Rel ief-and-Development/ELCA-World-
Hunger/Our-Approach and on next page.

http://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/ELCA-World-Hunger/Our-Approach
http://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/ELCA-World-Hunger/Our-Approach
http://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/ELCA-World-Hunger/Our-Approach
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ELCA World Hunger, cont.

Hunger facts:

• 815 million people around the world - that's more than 1 in 10 - can't access the food they 
need to live active, healthy lives.1

• According to the most recent estimates, 766.6 million people live in extreme poverty on 
less than $1.90 per day. That's 10.7% of the world's population.2

• At some point in 2016 (the most recent year available), more than 41.2 million people in 
the United States were unsure where their next meal might come from.3

• 40.6 million Americans were living in poverty in 2016. For a family of four, this means their 
annual household income was below $24,563.4

 1Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, 2017
 2The World Bank, 2015
 3USDA, 2017
 4US Census Bureau, 2017



June 27-July 1, 2018 in Houston, Tex.
Every three years, 30,000 high school youth 
and their adult leaders from across the ELCA 
gather for a week of faith formation known 
as the ELCA Youth Gathering. Through 
days spent in interactive learning, worship, 
Bible study, service and fellowship, young 
people grow in faith and are challenged 
and inspired to live their faith in daily life.

The ELCA Youth Gathering theme for 2018 
is “This Changes Everything,” based on 
Ephesians 2:8, “By grace you have been 
saved...” Learn more at http://www.elca.
org/YouthGathering

YOUTH
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Come to Youth Group
Youth Group starts up again on Wednesday 
nights, 7:30-8:30 p.m., beginning Jan. 31. All 
7-12th graders are welcome and encouraged 
to attend! Meet in Miss Heather's new office 
off the Narthex.

Youth Group Lock-In
Saturday, Feb. 17, 6 p.m. to Sunday, 9 a.m.
Theme: "Jesus Loves Y'all"  
Join us for a Southern dinner that y'all help 
prepare and share. We will discuss plans for 
the Gathering in Houston in June and do all 
the regular fun lock-in stuff. 

So come hungry and bring your best southern 
drawl and we'll have a ball! Bring a sleeping 
bag and pillow, too.

Triennial Youth Gathering

CHURCH COUNCIL

 
2018 Lord of Love Church Council

Vision and Coordination: Brian Lund, President; Don Rowen, Vice-President; 
Kathy Christiansen, Secretary; Jackie Combes, Treasurer
Nurture: Chris Rich and Joan Witt
Outreach: Paula Foster and Jesse Brewer
Resources: Brandon Zalesky and Paul Christenson
Worship: Rex Quadhamer and Heather Hansen

http://www.elca.org/YouthGathering
http://www.elca.org/YouthGathering
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General Fund financial information for December 2017: 
        Actual Income - $31,639.53    
        Actual Expense - $32,893.21
 
Financial Information Year-To-Date as of the end of December:
        Actual Income - $322,866.78
        Actual Expense - $317,080.14
 
As of the end of December, the available cash balance is $2,857.58. Weekly offerings of 
$7,223 are needed to meet budgeted expenses. The weekly offering average for the end of 
December was $5,980. Thank you for your continued support.  

Giving Status

CHURCH COUNCIL

LUKE 1:37
Don't Google that verse! I just want to start out by saying Martin Luther 
went to a lot of trouble to make Bible reading available to all people. And, 
one of my high school students got a Bible for Christmas, because she 
wanted a certain one. Do you read your Bible??

I’ll share with you a little about the high school/junior high class. We ask 
a lot of questions in class. One day we asked “I’m glad I’m a Christian 
because…” Responses were: “Because I’m saved”; “Because I’m
blessed”; and “Because I’m forgiven”. Your kids definitely have a clue about their faith! They 
always surprise me with their answers and their faith. They are great kids and it’s wonderful 
to spend time with them.

Hopefully you’ve taken the spiritual gifts assessment. I kind of knew what I might be strong 
or weak in, but it’s good to have it in front of you to better see how you fare. There are some 
areas I’d like to improve in because they matter to me. When we went over the spiritual gift 
assessment in class, of course the kids were quizzing me on my weaknesses! We’ll continue 
talking about these things for a Sunday or two.

God bless your faith journey and by the way, Luke 1:37 is “With God nothing shall be impossible.”  
I got it from a faith story in a book I read with a bunch of faith stories in it.  
  

Stewardship Reflection, by Rex Quadhamer

RESOURCES
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Men's Breakfast
The men's breakfast group meets every Saturday morning at 0700 in 
the fellowship hall. All men are welcome to attend for Christian study, 
fellowship and breakfast. Come and join us!

WOMEN OF LOVE

Bible Studies

The "Gather" Bible studies will be held at 6 p.m on 
Monday, Feb. 5 at Oakview Mall Village Inn and Wed., 
Feb. 7 in the Mary Room at Lord of Love. The winter 
studies are based on "Multiple Meanings: Learning from 
Other Interpretations" by Mark Allan Powel. This session 
is "Prepare the Way of the Lord" based on Luke 3:3-17. 
All women are invited to attend.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry continues to thrive at Lord 
of Love. Congregational members knit and crochet the 
shawls. The women of the LOL Crane Coffee Fellowship 
Group pray over the completed shawls asking God’s 
blessing on the recipients. 

Prayer shawls may be given at Baptism, Confirmation, 
Graduation and also to new LOL members. The shawls 
may also be given to those in need of comfort from 
physical and emotional stress who could benefit from 
the warmth of the shawl.

Anyone wishing to join in making the shawls can use donated yarn located in the storage 
area of the Mary Room. Completed shawls can be given to Carolyn Jorgensen or left marked 
with Carolyn’s name at the information center in the narthex.

If you know anyone who could benefit from a shawl, please contact Carolyn Jorgensen at 
402.493.5437 or the church office at 402.492.2946.
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Dick Bell
Connie Bennett (cousin of Karen Armitage)
Jerry Boylan (father of Saylor Boylan)
Candee Brandon (friend of Dave & Lisa Rieff)
Gail Conyers (wife of Kirk Conyers)
Sean Duffy (husband of Kelly)
Babette Garder (mother of Kenn Garder)
Olivia Griffin (daughter of Scott and Dana 
Griffin)
Pr. Joe Hernandez – Missionary in the Middle 
East (cousin of David & Chris Boarts)
David Hojnacke (neighbor of the Armitage 
family)
Jan Hughes (aunt of Paula Foster)
Jim Jacobson (friend of Jon & Carol Novak)
Julie (friend of Pat Brewer)
Lisa Lueders (sister-in-law of Dave Lueders)
Kristen Kuhn (friend of Todd & Lisa Meyer)
Izzy Lightle (relative of Kim Gust)

Eileen Nagle (mother-in-law of Tara Novak)
Don St. Ours (brother-in-law of Lynda 
McGraw)
Leona Piehl (mother of Deb Lund)
Paul Rumbaugh
Peggy Seck (cousin of Ann Kroll)
Pauline Shaffer
Brian & Nancy Shinrock
Brenda Thom
Nancy Thoman (stepmother of Ann Kroll)
Steve Wiitala, (friend of Karen Mullen)
Caregivers and those who suffer with 
depression. 
Those seeking employment.

Those Who Mourn
The family and friends of Ruth Cooley
The family and friends of JoAnne Marsh 
(Aunt of Todd Meyer)

To add a name to the "In Our Prayers" section, please contact the office at 
402.493.2946, send an email to marylou@lord-of-love.org, or fill out a prayer request 

note available in the narthex and place it in the basket. 
Please also let the office know when a name can be removed from the list.

WOMEN OF LOVE

Lutheran Women of Omaha
Tuesday, Feb. 13, noon
Lutheran Women of Omaha will meet at St. Michael Lutheran, 132nd and Blondo. Lunch 
is $7. The program will be a representative of Bethlehem House, which provides pathways 
for attaining quality prenatal care, essential parenting skills, and economic security through 
education and employment. It provides homeless women housing through their pregnancies. 
Contact Ruth Manning, 402.451.0221 by 3 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 11 to make your reservation.
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8 a.m. Service 10:30 a.m. Service
February 4

Greeters Boy Scouts Charise Adams & Kathy Christiansen
Liturgist Jesse Brewer Rex Quadhamer
Communion Servers Kenn Garder Deb Quadhamer

Mike Klos Charise and Maykala Adams
Nathaniel and Levi Gust Kathy Christiansen

Altar Care Connie Walther, Lisa Meyer Rosie Avalos
CD Recording Pat Brewer

February 11
Greeters Doug and Cathy Aden Doug and Karen Armitage
Liturgist Heather Christensen Karen Armitage
Communion Servers Hansen family Doug Armitage

Edwards family

Altar Care Mardi Fiske
Pat Wineinger,
Shelby Lamoureux

CD Recording Paul Christenson
February 18

Greeters Jim and Jeri Morgan Gary Ramsay & Art Behnkie
Liturgist Paul Murphy Susan Lueders
Communion Servers Peg Murphy Rosie Avalos

Jim and Jeri Morgan Julie Thompson
Cathy Aden Paul and Ann Kroll

Altar Care Angie Meyers
Deb Quadhamer,
Judy Messerschmidt

CD Recording Dave Lueders
February 25

Greeters Brian and Deb Lund Rett and Judy Messerschmidt
Liturgist Brian Lund Paul Christenson
Communion Servers Deb Lund Rett and Judy Messerschmidt

Shari Garder Don and Claudia Rowen
Connie Walther
Paul Concannon

Altar Care Joan Witt Diana Haye, Marcia Roads
CD Recording Paul Murphy
Ushers

8:00
10:30

Josh Combes, Brian Walther, Brandon Zalesky, Dale Finck
Dave Lueders, Adam Lueders, Miguel Avalos
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5:30pm Soup Supper 

6:00pm Brass 

7:00pm Lenten 
Service 

7:45pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

2827
8:00pm AA & Al 
Anon 

26
8:00am Worship & 
Communion 

9:15am Sunday 
School 

10:30am Worship & 
Communion 

5:00pm Bell 
Rehearsal 

25

7:00am Men's 
Breakfast 
Ministry 

24
9:30am Al Anon 
Mtg. 

7:30pm AA Mtg. 
9:00pm Crane 
Coffee Fellowship 

23
7:00pm Boy Scouts 

22
5:30pm Soup Supper 

6:00pm Brass 

7:00pm Lenten 
Service 

7:45pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

21
9:00am Quilters 

7:00pm Church 
Council Mtg. 

20
8:00pm AA & Al 
Anon 

19
Blood Drive 

8:00am Worship & 
Communion 

9:15am Sunday 
School 

10:30am Worship & 
Communion 

5:00pm Bell 
Rehearsal 

7:00pm Church 
Council 

18

7:00am Men's 
Breakfast 
Ministry 

12:00pm Matinee 
Musicale 

6:00pm Youth Lock-
in 

17
9:30am Al Anon 
Mtg. 

7:30pm AA Mtg. 

16
7:00pm Boy Scouts 

15
Ash Wednesday 

12:00pm Aged to 
Perfection Lunch 

6:00pm Brass 

7:00pm Lenten 
Service 

7:45pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

14
5:30pm Mardi Gras 
Pancake Feed 

13
8:00pm AA & Al 
Anon 

12
8:00am Worship & 
Communion 

9:15am Sunday 
School 

10:30am Worship & 
Communion 

11:45am Annual 
Meeting 

1:00pm District 18 
AA Plng Mtg 

5:00pm Bell 
Rehearsal 

11

7:00am Men's 
Breakfast 
Ministry 

10
9:00am Crane 
Coffee Fellowship 

9:30am Al Anon 
Mtg. 

7:30pm AA Mtg. 

9
7:00pm Boy Scouts 

8
4:00pm 

Confirmation 

5:30pm Supper 

6:00pm Brass 

6:00pm W/ELCA 
Gather Study 

6:15pm FISH 

7:15pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

7
9:00am Quilters 

7:00pm Vision & 
Coordination Mtg 

6
6:00pm W/ELCA @ 
Village Inn 
Oakview 

8:00pm AA & Al 
Anon 

5
Boy Scout Sunday 

8:00am Worship & 
Communion 

9:15am Sunday 
School 

10:30am Worship & 
Communion 

5:00pm Bell 
Rehearsal 

4

7:00am Men's 
Breakfast 
Ministry 

3
9:30am Al Anon 
Mtg. 

7:30pm AA Mtg. 

2
7:00pm Boy Scouts 

1

SaturdayFridayThursdayWednesdayTuesdayMondaySunday

February 2018


