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A Look Ahead

Opportunity is the one word that describes what is happening at Lord 
of Love right now.  If you’ve ever wanted to get involved at Lord of 
Love, now is the time! 
 
Each council committee—Worship, Nurture, Outreach, Property, and 
Finance—presents several opportunities for you to share your time 
and talents.  There are too many to discuss in this brief space, so 
please read through the articles on pages 4 through 13, pray about 
how you can best use your time and talents, and volunteer!   
 
During Lent, you have the opportunity to learn to live a complaint-
free life as this is the theme for our Wednesday night worship 
services (see page 2, Pastor’s Page). 
 
If you weren’t able to attend the Congregational Meeting on Sunday, 
February 8, please take the opportunity to read a summary of the 
business portion of the meeting in the February council report and 
of the visioning portion of the meeting in council president Doug 
Aden’s “Bits and Pieces” article (see pages 14 and 15, Council 
Report & Transition/Call Process Update). 
 
In addition to opportunities offered through our church council 
committees, there are opportunities to be involved in ministry 
groups for men, women, or youth.  These opportunities are 
presented on pages 16 through 19, Men’s News Corner, Women of 
Love, and LOL Youth). 
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Mission Statement: Created by God’s gracious love, we are called, as a 
community of faith, to be witnesses and servants of Jesus to the world. 



PASTOR’S PAGE 

The Love Letter 2 March 2009 

 
 

 

 
 

Dear Members of Lord of Love, 
 
When it comes to changing some aspect of our 
lives, we all know how hard that can be.  We 
would like to think that our conscience will always 
let us know when we have stepped over the line.  
But if often does not work that way. 
 
We call it the ability to rationalize.  It is amazing 
how adept we are at finding reasons why 
gossiping and complaining are okay to do. 
 
So here we are again at the beginning of Lent, 
offering up our hearts and asking God to examine 
any blemish that needs to be removed, any 
obstacle or rationalization that would stand as 
a barrier between ourselves and God. 
 
“Return to the Lord, your God," says the prophet 
Joel, "for He is gracious and merciful, slow to 
anger, and abounding with steadfast love . . .” 
 
Let us bring our hearts and lay them on God's 
altar this Lenten Season, not because we are 
afraid of God's wrath, but because we are 
confident of God's love.  We know that God will 
help us in any way he can.  We want to 
experience God's best in our lives. 
 
This Lenten Season, I would like to challenge you 
to bring repentance and transformation to your 
life.  Big words?  Yes, but this is a plan that has 
already proven itself with millions of people 
around the world.  
 
Pastor Will Bowen developed a 
life-changing plan called A 
Complaint Free World.  It is 
based on the simple idea that 
good things will happen for you 
in abundance if you can just 
leave your grumbling, murmuring, 
and complaining behind. 
 
In a Sunday-morning sermon, Pastor Will told his 
congregation that he wanted to make the world 
a complaint-free zone, and to prove he was 
serious, he passed out purple bracelets to all the  

church members and offered them this challenge. 
"If you catch yourself complaining, take the 
bracelet and move it to the other wrist." 
 
Less than a year later, more than 6 million people 
have taken up the challenge, trying to go 21 
consecutive days without complaining, criticizing, 
or gossiping, and in so doing, forming a new, 
positive habit.  As Pastor Will Bowen says, 
“By changing your words, you can change your 
thoughts and then begin to create your life by 
design.” 
 
People have shared stories with Pastor Will 
of relieving chronic pain, healing relationships, 
improving careers, and becoming an overall 
happier person.  Less pain, improved health, 
satisfying relationships, a better job, being more 
serene and joyous—what more could you ask 
for?  
 
It's not only possible, it's probable.  Consciously 
striving to reformat your mental hard drive is not 
easy, but you can start right now. 
 
If you so chose, each person during Lent will 
receive a purple bracelet.  It is a challenge to 
go 21 days without complaining.  If you catch 
yourself doing so, just simply move the purple 
bracelet from one wrist to the other. 
 
During the next 5 weeks, we will be learning what 
constitutes a complaint, why we complain, what 
benefits we think we receive from complaining, 
how complaining is destructive to our lives, and 
how we can get others around us to stop 
complaining.  You will learn the steps to 
eradicating this poisonous form of expression 
from your life. 
 
And if you stay with it (and this is a guarantee), 
you will find that not only will you cease 
complaining, but others around you will cease 
doing so as well.  In a short period of time, you 
can have the life you've ways dreamed of having. 
 
Sounds good?  It is!  Join us! 
Pastor Bob 
 

Help Make a Complaint-Free World  by Pastor Bob
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Getting Involved at Lord of Love 

Did you know that your worship experience can 
be even more meaningful if you find something 
to become involved in at Lord of Love?  By 
taking a turn, even occasionally, to serve as 
an usher, distribute communion, be a liturgist, 
volunteer in the nursery, visit a home-bound 
member, teach Sunday School, or offer to help 
in any of the host of other ways in our church, 
you will benefit from the experience.  Here are 
just a few of the ways: 
1. You will feel more connected with other 

members as you experience the fellowship 
that comes with getting involved.   

2. You will get to know fellow worshippers on a 
more personal basis and form friendships.  
Soon, LOL members will begin to feel like 
family, and you will truly look forward to 
going to church. 

3. You will feel good inside for having 
volunteered your time and talents because 
you are giving of yourself and you are 
participating in something meaningful.  

4. You will experience a real sense of 
“belonging” when you work with others for a 
common good—to worship and serve the 
Lord.  

 
To facilitate our members with getting involved, 
sign-up sheets for “areas of interest” have been 
posted on the bulletin board in the Narthex near 
the coffee and donut table.  Please take a look 
at the sheets, and sign your name on one or 
two.  Soon after, you will receive a call from an 
appreciative ministry team leader, and in no 
time at all, you will be involved and connected. 
 

Summer Worship Schedule 

For the last 2 years, we have had a Saturday 
night worship service during the summer.  
However, for a number of reasons, one being 
the scheduling of weddings, we are considering 
not having the Saturday night service this year.  
If this is a concern for you, we ask that you 
contact Pastor Bob or Karen Mullen or call 
Mary Lou at the church office to give us your  

suggestions.  A final decision 
regarding the summer worship 

schedule will be made 
by the church council  
on Tuesday, March 17. 

 
 

Church Nursery

After some discussion, we have decided to 
make it our goal to have an adult-staffed 
nursery during worship services.  In recent 
months, our church has welcomed more young 
families, and we want to accommodate parents 
of young children who wish to use our nursery 
while they attend worship. 
 
Thanks go out to those who signed up to help 
with nursery supervision at our recent Ministry 
Job Fair!  We would encourage others,  
particularly parents of 
little ones, to sign up 
to take a turn in the 
nursery also.  Having 
a larger number of 
volunteers will really help 
in keeping our nursery 
staffed each Sunday. 
 
Finally, we are need of one person to be the 
nursery team leader to schedule the volunteers.  
Please contact Worship council members 
Debra Gillespie (572-1297 or keith-
debgillespie@cox.net) or Karen Mullen (553-
7433 or pkmullen@cox.net) if you would like 
to serve in this capacity. 
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Lord of Love’s Worship Servants 

 March 1 March 8 March 15 March 22 March 29 
Greeter(s) 
8:00 a.m.      
10:30 a.m.      
Liturgist 
8:00 a.m. Paul Christenson Karen Mullen Youth Service Judy Egr Shawn Lorenzen 
10:30 a.m. Amy Kragnes  Youth Service Brian Lund Claudia Rowen 
Communion Servers 
8:00 a.m. Paul and Deb 

Christenson 
 Youth Service Egr family  

10:30 a.m. Heather and Kyle 
Christensen 

 Youth Service  Keith and Debra 
Gillespie 

Altar Care 
8:00 a.m. Cathy Aden, 

Sue Dieter 
Connie Walther, 
Lisa Meyer 

Janet Guthrie, 
Nancy Shinrock 

Klos family Evelyn Sacrider, 
Cathy Aden 

10:30 a.m. Brewer family Anderson family Sharlene Morrissey, 
LaVerna Morrissey 

Concannon family Diana Haye, 
Marcia Roads 

Ushers 
8:00 a.m. David Hild, Paul Murphy, Claude Hall, and Bob Christensen 
10:30 a.m. Dan Manning, Rex Quadhamer, Gary Ramsay, and John Edwards 

Worship Committee Seeks Member

The Worship Committee is looking for a 
member to fill a 3rd position on the committee.  
Currently, Karen Mullen is the council member 
designate (attending council meetings) and is 
working with the Worship Planning Team.  
Debra Gillespie is working with the Worship 
Support groups, such as Altar Care, Ushers, 
Liturgists and Communion Servers, and the 
Tape Ministry.  We would like to find someone 
who could help to schedule nursery workers, 
keep church attendance records, and write a 
report of those numbers for the church council.  
(The last two tasks are pretty easy, as the 
ushers do record the numbers for us.)  Our 
committee meets quarterly on a Tuesday at 
7:30 p.m.  Contact Karen Mullen 
(pkmullen@cox.net) or Debra Gillespie 
(keith-debgillespie@cox.net). 

 

2009 Lenten Schedule 
 

Wednesday Evenings 
March 4-April 1 

Lenten Soup Supper – 5:30 p.m. 
Lenten Worship – 7:00 p.m. 

 
Holy Week 

April 9-10 
Maundy Thursday Worship – 7:00 p.m. 

Good Friday Worship – 7:00 p.m. 
 

Easter Sunday 
April 12 

Easter Worship – 8:00 a.m. 
Easter Breakfast – between services 

Easter Worship – 10:30 a.m. 
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Tape Ministry: Getting to Know Anna Jensen by Karen Pickens and Rachel Novak 

Those of us who have the honor of delivering worship tapes to those who can no longer travel to Lord of 
Love are certainly blessed.  We find ourselves forming valuable relationships that aren’t always possible 
during the time set aside for Sunday worship.  It occurred to Rachel and me that you also should have 
the opportunity to form such relationships, so we are bringing these members to you.  After our initial 
introduction of each member, we plan to update you on the latest happenings in their lives (with their 
permission, of course).  We are beginning with our oldest member, Anna Jensen. 
 
Anna was born in 1907 to Josephine and Dietrich Gerdes.  Her parents came to the United States from 
Germany in 1904.  They settled in Kansas; Anna was born in Leona, Kansas.  She had an older sister, 
Helene Margaret; an older brother, Gerehart; and a younger brother, William. 
 
Anna started school when she was 7 years old, attending Union Dale Elementary and Meadow Brook 
Country School and graduating from Robinson High School in 1928.  Anna’s family were members of 
Upper Wolf Lutheran Church (named after the creek that ran through the town).  Anna remembers having 
fun both in school and in church.  One of her favorite memories was telling ghost stories in the church 
cemetery while waiting for the choir kids to arrive. 
 
A memory that wasn’t so good was when the family drove to the circus.  Anna was in first grade at the time.  
They were driving down a country road when a tire blew out and the car turned over.  William and Helene 
flew out of the car and landed in a field; their injuries were minor.  However, Anna and her mother ended up 
under the car; Anna broke her left leg, and her mother broke her shoulder bone.  Her dad wasn’t hurt. 
 
In 1930, Anna and her brother William moved to Omaha.  Anna found a job as a housekeeper with the 
Maynards.  Mr. Maynard was a harness man, and Anna worked there for 2 1/2 years.  One night, Anna 
went to a dance and met Andrew Jensen, who became her husband on October 8, 1933.  Andrew helped 
build his parents’ home in Irvington, Nebraska, and when it was done, they all moved in.  Anna remembers 
that Andrew’s dad always called her “Andrew’s wife” (Andrew was Dane, and Anna was German).  They all 
farmed the land, growing corn, oats, soybeans, and wheat.  Their livestock consisted of chickens, cattle, 
and horses. 
 
After Andrew’s parents died, Andrew and Anna continued to live in the homestead, always being farmers.  
Two girls were born to them: Josephine Elizabeth and Julia Elaine.  “Farming was hard work,” said Anna.  
“There were times when we didn’t eat supper till midnight.” 
 
They traveled a long ways to the closest Christian church, Our Savior’s Lutheran, where they remained until 
it closed.  They then moved to its mission church, Lord of Love.  Some of our members remember driving to 
the Jensen home to purchase fresh eggs and chickens.   
 
Andrew died in 1984.  Anna continued to live in their home for 16 years, driving to church every Sunday and 
being an active member of the Lord of Love family.  She is known for her wit, her wonderful memory, and 
her many talents, especially her piano playing.  She has seven grandchildren, fourteen great-grandchildren, 
five great-great-grandchildren, and many good friends who love her and keep in touch with her at Crowell 
Nursing Home in Blair.  There are two Pastor Bobs in Anna’s life: Pastor Bob who is here at Lord of Love 
and Pastor Bob who is on staff at Crowell.  He, by the way, learns as much from Anna, who is well versed in 
the Bible, as she does from him.  When we asked Anna what was most important in life, she said: “Talk to 
the Lord every day…eat right…and work.” 
 
We have been blessed to have Anna in our lives and look forward to continued visits with her.   
If you would like to drop Anna a note, her address (as well as others) will be available in a yet-to-be-
designated place in the narthex.  Ask Rachel or Karen for details. 
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Sunday School Students Explore Treasure Island

We're learning about having a heart for giving!  The Bible 
lessons in the Treasure Island module do more than help 
children know about giving—they help kids put their learning 
into practice by exploring these Bible stories:  
 The Israelites Build the Tabernacle 
 Nehemiah Gives His Time to Rebuild the Wall 
 Jesus Tells About the Widow's Offering 
 Jesus Teaches the Rich Young Ruler 

 
In week 1, the children enjoyed a skit put on by our Sunday 
School coordinator, Cathy Petrick, as she told the story about 
the Israelites building the Tabernacle.  Children then had a 
lesson, craft, and made their own “tabersnackles" (an edible 
tabernacle).   
 
We're having great fun with our new curriculum!  If you are interested in helping out, we would love 
volunteers to help with crafts, science, short plays, or dressing up to go with our theme.  Contact Cathy 
Petrick or Heather Christensen if you're interested in sharing your faith in a fun way with the children. 

Weekly Education Opportunities at Lord of Love 

 
 

Sunday 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School (Preschool – High School) @ 

LOL Classrooms 
 Adult Studies @ LOL Abraham, Mary, and 

Joseph Rooms 
 
Monday 
6:00 p.m. Lutheran Woman Today Bible Study @ Old 

Country Buffet (first Monday of month) 
7:00 p.m. No Experience Necessary Bible Study @ 

Vandeventers (every other Monday) 
 
Tuesday 
6:45 p.m. First Place Bible Study @ LOL Joseph Room 

 

Wednesday 
4:45 p.m. Confirmation (7th & 8th grades) @ LOL Abraham 

Room 
6:00 p.m. Luther Kids (1st – 6th grades) @ LOL Preschool 
6:00 p.m. Lutheran Woman Today Bible Study @ LOL 

Joseph Room (first Wednesday of month) 
 
Thursday 
9:30 a.m. Text Study @ Guthries 
 
Saturday 
7:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study @ LOL 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Bible Bags 

The Sunday School students will be making Bible Bags out of the old 
jeans we've collected, and they would like to embellish the bags with 
ribbon, sequins, buttons, fabric paint, etc.  If you have any of these 
items to share or low-temp hot glue guns that we can borrow, please 
drop them off in the box in the hallway by Sunday, March 11. 
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Preschool Spring Garage Sale 

The Preschool Spring Garage Sale will be held 
on Saturday, April 25 at 7:30 a.m.  Please start 
setting aside gently used items that you no  
longer need and would like 
to donate for the garage 
sale.  You can bring these 
items to church the week of 
the sale, beginning April 20. 
Then mark your calendars 
to come shop for hidden 
treasures! 
 

Preschool Applications for Fall

The Lord of Love 
Preschool is now 
accepting 
applications for the 
2009-2010 school 
year.   Preschool 
classes are 
available for 3-, 4-, 
and 5-year-olds.  
Please contact the 
church office for 
more information. 
 

What’s Happening at Lord of Love Preschool  by Michelle Petersen, Director and Teacher

The Lord of Love Preschoolers had a fun February celebrating 
Valentine’s Day and Dental Health Day; making pinecone birdfeeders, 
paper mache, and ribbon rainbows; learning about the 3 Rs: reduce, 
reuse, recycle; quilting self-portraits displaying our uniqueness; and 
taking a field trip to Joslyn Art Museum's Storytime Adventures.  

 
 
It is hard to believe we are entering into March already!  We are making great progress on recognizing, 
writing, and spelling our names, and the hard work will continue throughout March.  This month, we 
will learn the letters S, T, and U, as well as finish out our numbers with 7 through 12.  We will work on 
time, guessing and estimation, and Jesus’ 12 Disciples, as well as what is sure to be a hit—using 
M&M's to work on our counting skills and one-to-one correspondence!  On March 2, we will celebrate 
Dr. Suess's birthday.  This month, we will explore our five senses through scavenger hunts, mystery 
smells, taste tests, textures, and sound bingo.  Hopefully we will begin to feel spring in the air as we 
end March with a discussion of the four seasons.  Our field trip this month will be to HyVee.  We will 
meet with the dietician to reinforce the nutrition knowledge we discussed in January.  We will also tour 
the produce department, using our five senses to explore the healthy choices available.  
 

Reflections  by Rebecca Lund 

Dear Lord of Love Family, 
 
As I write this, it has been a little over a week now since I returned from the Holy Land, and I have been struggling as 
to how I might share with you more than just a bulleted itinerary of my trip but reflections on the experience as a 
whole.  As you may already know, for my seminary’s January Term, I and 20 classmates joined 21 “friends of LSTC” 
and Professors Barbara Rossing and Esther Menn on a 2-week tour of Israel, Palestine, and Jordan.  I have settled 
on the theme of “Rocks” as an attempt to condense 2 weeks packed full of emotions into this single letter.  The Bible 
alludes to rocks and stones throughout the Old and New Testament in a variety of ways, and rocks scattered 
throughout the Holy Land contain a range of meaning, too.  I have selected three Bible verses on which to anchor my 
ruminations. 
 

Continued on the next page 
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Reflections, continued 

“You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church.”  Matthew 16:18 
The early Christians seem to have taken Jesus’ words literally, building elaborate churches over rocks of significance 
throughout the Holy Land.  Peter’s house in Capernaum, where Jesus probably lived and did a lot of his ministry, is 
now shaded by a Greek Orthodox church built in the 1960s.  You can peer at the house beneath a glass-covered hole 
in the church’s floor.  Not far from Capernaum, a Franciscan Church of the Beatitudes is built upon the mount where 
Jesus gave his famous sermon.  In Bethlehem, I touched the rock where Jesus was born, in a cave surrounded by the 
beautiful Church of the Nativity.  In Jerusalem, I touched a piece of Golgotha, where Jesus was crucified, now the 
Church of the Holy Sepulcher.  Seeing these rocks and touching these stones brought up a host of feelings in me.  
Partly, I had a sense of awe being physically in places where Jesus had also been.  The extravagant beauty of many 
of the churches contributed their awesome holiness.  But part of me also felt disappointment.  Would Jesus, from a 
poor peasant family, whose ministry was more about feeding hungry people with a few loaves of bread and some fish, 
want all the attention of gold chandeliers and intricately cut stained glass?  Why couldn’t Golgotha still just be a large 
rock in the shape of a skull, instead of a giant church complex with designated sections for Armenian, Ethiopian, 
Orthodox, and Catholic Christians?  I reminded myself that Peter, too, was a fallible human being who disappointed, in 
addition to the Rock of the church. 
 
“Jesus answered, ‘I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.’”  Luke 19:40 
In addition to the many Biblical sites we visited in the Holy Land, we heard many voices shouting out for justice.  Our 
first day in Israel, we met Archbishop Elias Chacour of the Melkite Church, who has kept building schools and 
churches even when denied building permits by the Israeli government.  One day, we visited Dheisheh refugee camp 
in Bethlehem, where Palestinians forced from their homes in 1948 are still living 60 years later, waiting to return home.  
That same day, we left the camp for Ephrat, a Jewish settlement in the West Bank.  The contrast was as stark as 
returning from the slums of Chicago to Beverly Hills.  Bob Lang, an immigrant from Wisconsin, told us his reasoning 
for living in the settlement and his hopes for Israel.  We met peacemakers from Israel and Palestine in Jerusalem, 
including the Israeli Coalition Against House Demolition, the Bereaved Families Circle, and B’tselem, an Israeli human 
rights organization.  Some unilaterally condemned Israel’s attacks in Gaza; some argued for Israel’s need for security.  
We met Bishop Mark Hanson of the ELCA and 40 other ELCA bishops in Bethlehem, who also told us of their 
struggles to discern the way of peace and justice.  You can read the bishop’s statement by going to this link: 
http://www.elca.org/Who-We-Are/Our-Three-Expressions/Churchwide-Organization/Office-of-the-Presiding-
Bishop/Messages-and-Statements.aspx.  In these encounters, I was inspired to not be silent, but to speak out against 
all that oppresses people in these holy places. 
 
“My God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold and my 
refuge, my savior; you save me from violence.”  2 Samuel 22:3 
In Israel, Palestine, and Jordan, we saw how rocks were used to build shrines to the great Biblical heroes of our faith, 
to house holy sites, and to provide shelter and refuge.  At the Western Wall on a Friday evening, I witnessed 
thousands of Jews celebrating Shabbat and at the same time mourning the destruction of the temple.  Earlier that 
same day, I had prayed at a different wall in Jerusalem, the separation wall, which indeed saves a few citizens from 
the violence of suicide bombers but also separates hungry and thirsty children from the resources of clean water and 
food, eager workers from their employers, and families from families.  Because of its location, the wall does not divide 
Israel from Palestine but actually Palestinian from Palestinian.  At Yad Vashem Holocaust museum, I read a list of 
millions of names on a wall of memory, pleading that we never forget.  And I thought of ways that I might finish that 
sentence.  Never forget that God is our refuge, rock, and shield—not the walls built by human hands to keep us away 
from each other.  Never forget that when we fear certain people because of their ethnic identity, we make them less 
than human.  Never forget that the violence we most need to be saved from is the violence within ourselves. 
 
In sharing this fragment of experience, I pray that you see rocks with new eyes: rocks as a source of strength to speak 
out for justice, rocks as the building blocks for peace, rocks that contain the holy despite their limitations.  Thank you 
for your prayers as I made this journey. 
 
God Bless, 
 
Rebecca Lund 
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Seminary Update  by Paula Lawhead 

Hello, Lord of Love! 
 
Greetings from the frosty North!  I will admit right off the bat that I was very disappointed our little 
groundhog friend saw his shadow in early February and has left us with a longer winter.  Even though 
I lament that Spring is still a few weeks away, I find increasing hope in the longer days and peeks at 
40 degree weather we have had.  David and I laugh now when it gets up to 30 degrees.  “It’s so 
warm!” we say, and realize we have perhaps acclimated to our surroundings more than we’d like to 
admit. 
 
Last month, I passed my 6-month mark with my internship site.  I believe I’ve said this before, but I am 
amazed at how quickly the time is passing here.  I love the people to whom I have been called to serve 
and already know that I will miss them when my year is over.  I have an internship committee that I 
meet with once a month who are great encouragers and friends.  There is one youth on the committee, 
and I had to laugh when I got my copy of their seven-page 6-month evaluation of me and there was a 
comment that read, “Paula is also fun and rocks at ‘Guitar Hero’!”  I’m glad that comment will always 
be in my file.  Ha! 
 
In early February, I completed my internship project, and it is nice to have 
that behind me.  For my project, I have established and trained a team of 
lay ministers to assist with home visits and communion distribution to our 
shut-in and ill congregation members.  I had about 13 people sign up and 
commit to serving this congregation in that way, and I am excited that there 
was recognition of the need and response to it from the people here.  I am 
confident that this ministry will be a permanent addition to this church. 
 

Looking ahead, I am preparing for an overnight confirmation retreat with the 
youth of this congregation.  Also, the youth and I will soon be preparing for our 
“Youth Sunday,” which is always the Sunday after Easter.  I have written a drama 
about the doubting Thomas text, and we will be doing that for the congregation 
as the sermon that day.  I am looking forward to seeing how it works out.  After 
Easter, I will be leading a Bible study on the book of Revelation for the 
Wednesday night Bible study group.  How did I get myself into that!?  

 
Well, as always, David and I think of you and keep you in our prayers.  We appreciate your love and 
support for us both as I work away toward my call into ordained ministry.  My friends that are a year 
ahead of me in this process all received their regional assignments this week.  I can hardly believe that 
in one year, that will be me.  I think about growing up at Lord of Love and the part your congregation 
played in my faith.  Thank you always for being faithful, not just to me, but to all the people who come 
in and out of the doors of that place.  You are truly dear to me. 
 
Peace, 
 
Paula Lawhead 
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Lord of Love Mission Ministry Team Update

At the January meeting, the Mission Ministry Team decided that we would continue to support the 
Lutheran Pantry, Project Hope, and the Food Bank with our allotted mission monies through August 
2009.  We will soon seek input for other projects and/or organizations to support with the start of the 
new program year in September.  Some of the current Mission Ministry Team members will be 
stepping down, so there will be opportunities for service on our own Lord of Love Mission Ministry 
Team.  Please speak to anyone on the Mission Ministry Team—John Florea, David Hild, Deb Lund, 
Brenda Mac, or Gary Ramsay—if you’re interested.  Your ideas, thoughts, concerns, and dreams are 
always welcome.   
 
The proceeds from the special offerings from this year’s Lenten, Holy Week, and Easter worship 
services will be divided evenly among the Lutheran Pantry, Project Hope, and the Food Bank.  Please 
continue to give generously, and please bring food items for Project Hope, as the need for food in our 
community continues to grow. 
 

Easter Prayer Vigil 

Please sign up in the 
Narthex for praying times 
for the Easter Prayer Vigil 
beginning on Friday, 
April 10, at 8:00 p.m. and 
ending Saturday, April 11, 
at noon.  Doors to the 
building will be kept locked, 
so if a person comes to pray 
at a time when nobody 
precedes him or her or 
when no one comes 
afterward, please see 
Mary Lou to obtain a key. 

Lord of Love Carnival 

Is anyone interested in heading up a Lord of 
Love Carnival towards the end of this summer?  
If anyone is so inclined, let’s do it!  If interested, 
contact someone on the Outreach Committee: 
Brian Vandeventer, John Florea, or Deb Lund. 
 

Lord of Love Community Garden

Last year, we planted a vegetable garden on 
the east side of the church.  The idea was to 
raise nutritious produce and deliver it to local 
food pantries to help feed those in need of such 
sustenance.  Due to some bad weather and 
other factors, we had mixed results.   
 
Despite the difficulties we encountered last 
season, we are not giving up!  We feel that with 
some planning, coordination, luck, and prayer, 
we can transform the earth behind the church 
into a garden of plenty that will help feed many 
needy people.  We are looking for a few people 
to plan and organize the garden.  If you have a 
green thumb, or just the desire to get a little 
dirty, we could use your help.  Please contact a 
member of the Outreach Committee (Deb Lund, 
Brian Vandeventer, or John Florea) if you would 
like to help get this garden growing. 
 

Project Hope Benefits from Fall Festival

The final numbers are in!  We took in $3,424.92 
which included $350.00 in Thrivent matching 
funds and $238.16 in "admission” to the Fall 
Festival.  Operating and Kitchen Funds each 
received $709.25, and the check to Project 
Hope was $2,006.42, which was half of the 
proceeds, plus designated admission and 
Thrivent funds.  Thanks for your part in this 
wonderful ministry! 
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Property Committee Meeting Minutes

The Property Committee met on Tuesday, February 17.  Craig 
Pennell, Doug Roberts, and Joe Combes all were present. 
 
The committee members reviewed the Ministry Team areas that fall 
under the Property Committee.  The four main discussion items were 
custodial services, building re-keying, building security, and the 
sanctuary lighting. 
 
 

Larry Czapla, our current custodian, would like to reduce some of his 
duties, including waxing the kitchen and Preschool floors, washing 
windows, and setting up and taking down the tables/equipment for the 
quilters.  In addition, Larry would like to take some vacation time in May 
and September, and he would like to work only three days per week in the 
summer.  It was decided to try this new arrangement and review it 
periodically to see if it is meeting the needs of the church.  We also will 
need to work on getting those miscellaneous work items done in some 
manner. 

 
 
We will pursue getting the doors re-keyed, followed by handing out 
new keys to those who need them. Brian Walther has provided a 
name of a locksmith he has used before. 
 
Since the last break in, we will review the use of all of the doors and 
see if we need to revise the programming of the security system.  Also, 
we will need to reissue security codes for the new council members as 
well as review the codes for all existing persons who have them. 
 
 

The committee members spent the majority of the meeting discussing the 
approach to the sanctuary lighting—new lighting, lighting of the cross, etc.  
The committee decided to check into having a lighting engineer perform 
an analysis on the sanctuary lighting.  That analysis will determine 
whether additional fixtures will be required and will help in the selection of 
new fixtures. 
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Finance Committee 

As you read the various articles in this month’s Love Letter, a common theme will be very apparent.  
There are many opportunities available to you to share your time and talent in helping our church 
function and grow.  The Finance Committee has four major and immediate areas in which we need 
help: 
 
1. STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE – For those who did not immediately skip over this section, you 

must also recognize that this is ultimately the engine of the church.  It is not just about money.  
It is about how we live our lives.  We need THREE MORE PEOPLE to serve on the Stewardship 
committee this year. 

 
We are going to take advantage of a Synod Training Program led by Keith Mundy.  It will involve 
4 hours on a Saturday in April, which will be followed by three sessions of 2 hours each every 
3 months thereafter.  When we are done, we should be familiar with at least seven stewardship 
approaches and have materials for each.  Please consider this. 

 
2. NEW MEMBER COMMITTEE – We have fallen into a habit of being very blasé about new 

members joining our congregation.  We would like THREE PEOPLE to make our new members 
feel welcomed and attempt to get them integrated into the life of our congregation as soon as 
possible.  We want to go back to the idea of sponsors for each new member.  If you have a gift for 
hospitality, this one’s for you. 

 
3. MEMORIAL COMMITTEE – If the family of one of our newly departed members came in and 

wanted to give a donation to replace all of the spotlights in the sanctuary provided we display the 
deceased member’s ships-in-a-bottle collection on the top of our rock wall, what do we do?  Or 
perhaps 2 years ago, we were given $2,000 to purchase three bells for our new bell choir, but the 
bell choir will not be happening anytime soon.  Do we go back to the family?  Do we give back the 
gift?  Or suppose someone offers us $10,000 to apply to our memorial fund wish list?  What’s on 
that list?  More opportunities! 

 
4. TIME AND TALENT COMMITTEE – In an ideal world, each committee that needs someone to fill a 

slot should be able to go to a talent pool and find everyone who has an interest in doing that 
particular type of task and should be able to contact members who have already expressed an 
interest.  It is time to update and redo that survey.  Can you be one of the THREE OR FOUR 
PEOPLE who can get this done? 

 
If you have any spark of interest in any of these areas, please respond to the nudging of the Holy Spirit 
and contact Brad VenHuizen or Jackie Combes and let us help fan that spark into a flame that will 
warm the whole congregation. 
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February 2009 Council Report  by Don Rowen, Council Vice-President

The Congregational Meeting was held on February 8, 2009.  The minutes of the meeting are summarized as follows: 
 Pastor Bob shared some of his observations about Lord of Love since he has been here.  He reported that he feels 

the church has many positive attributes and should be able to move forward in the transition/call process to start 
looking for our next pastor by the end of the year.  He is planning a series of Appreciative Inquiry activities for the 
spring to help the congregation come to terms with the good and bad parts of our history.  In the summer, we will 
have a congregational visioning session.  After these two events, we should be ready to form a call committee and 
should have an idea of where we want to go and what attributes we will want our next pastor to have. 

 Doug Roberts and Paula Foster were elected to serve on the Endowment Committee. 
 Ron Thom, Josh Combes, and Doug Armitage were elected to serve on the Nominating Committee. 
 Brian and Deb Lund were elected as our congregational representatives to the Nebraska Synod Assembly in June. 
 The congregation had an opportunity to ask questions about committee reports in the Annual Report. 
 The funds available in the Major Improvement Fund and projected projects for the year were reported as follows: 

 Funds currently available   $30,434 
 Required reserve    -$8,670 
 Funds available   $21,764 

Projected Projects 
 Resurfacing the parking lot  $16,000 
 Replacement of lights and wiring in the sanctuary $20,000 
 Painting of sanctuary      $2,500 

Additional Funds Needed $16,736 
 The renovation committee presented a proposal that Lord of Love should appoint a committee to develop a 

renovation plan and should authorize the spending of up to $4,000 for professional consultation to develop that 
plan.  The funding for professional consultation would come from the Building Fund.  The scope of the renovations 
to be considered includes light fixtures and wiring in the sanctuary, sound and audio-visual systems, and minor 
remodeling of the sanctuary (painting). 

 The Vision and Coordination Committee recommended the following two amendments to the proposal: 1) To limit 
the scope of the proposal to the replacement of the lights and the minor remodeling of the sanctuary (probably just 
development of color scheme and painting); and 2) To reduce the amount that could be spent on professional 
consultation to $1,000, with the council able to authorize up to another $3,000 if needed.  These changes were 
recommended because it was determined that the sound system is currently adequate and working fine and 
preliminary work on the lighting system suggested that we could develop a plan without the need to consult a 
lighting engineer through the use of old studies and the knowledge of local electrical and lighting companies.  The 
amendments passed. 

 A straw poll was taken to determine if the congregation would be willing support the raising of an additional 
$20,000, likely through second-mile giving, to pay for the replacement of the lights and other renovations.  Most 
indicated support. 

 The amended renovation proposal passed. 
 The business meeting was adjourned for a light lunch and visioning time.  The visioning questions and a summary 

of the responses are provided in Doug Aden’s “Bits and Pieces” article on the following page. 

2009 Lord of Love Church Council and Strategic Planning Committee 

Executive Committee: Doug Aden, President; Don Rowen, Vice-President; Brian Walther, Secretary; Lisa Meyer, Treasurer 
Finance: Brad VenHuizen*, Paul Barnett, and Jackie Combes 
Nurture: Heather Christensen*, Angie Meyer, and Liz Smith 
Outreach: Deb Lund*, Brian Vandeventer, and John Florea 
Property: Craig Pennell*, Doug Roberts, and Joe Combes 
Worship: Karen Mullen*, Debra Gillespie, and one other to be announced 

Committee chairpersons are denoted with an asterisk; council members are underlined.   
The Executive Committee is not part of the Strategic Planning Committee. 
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Bits and Pieces  by Doug Aden, Council President

From my perspective, two important events have taken place so far this year: the Ministry Job Fair and the 
February Congregational Meeting.  Thank you to each committee for your work in preparing for the Ministry 
Job Fair.  By looking at each committee’s table, you probably noticed that there are many opportunities for 
service at Lord of Love.  Thank you to all who volunteered to perform one of these ministries, and a big 
thank you to all who volunteered for something new.  The council is working on a way to publish these 
opportunities for service in a format that will let you know when a ministry needs volunteers. 
 
The February Congregational Meeting is now over, and we made a couple of important decisions.  First, 
we determined that we would like to do some remodeling and were willing to commit to extra giving to 
accomplish the remodeling.  Second, we voted to proceed with preparing proposals for updating the 
lighting in the sanctuary and for painting the sanctuary.  Objectives for these projects are currently being 
written, and work is starting on studying the various possibilities for each.  When we are closer to 
estimating the cost for the projects, we will determine how to ask for contributions.  When the proposals are 
completed, we will have a congregational meeting and ask for your approval to proceed. 
 
In the visioning portion of the meeting, we asked for your response to five questions.  Here is a recap of 
those questions and responses. 
 
1. What average attendance at worship services would you like to see at Lord of Love?  The majority of 

the responses indicated attendance from 175 to 300, with most indicating 200 or more.  The second 
largest group indicated greater than 300, and a few indicated from 150 to 175, which is our current 
situation.  In my history at Lord of Love, we had the best programs and participation when we averaged 
around 300. 

 
2. What is the most important role of the Pastor of Lord of Love?  The answers to this question were very 

similar.  They can be summarized as leading worship, facilitating programs and motivating the 
congregation, providing spiritual leadership and guidance, preaching sermons that connect to daily life, 
being a pastor for all members, and making visits. 

 
3. What is your most important role at Lord of Love?  These answers can be summed up as participating 

in activities, serving in the many ministries, being part of the family or fellowship, worshiping, 
witnessing, and providing financial support to the mission of the church. 

 
4. Name three things that happened at Lord of Love in 2008 that you celebrate.  There were many 

answers to this question, so I will try to summarize and hope that I am fair to all.  Many of you indicated 
special worship services or programs such as the Sunday School Christmas program and the youth 
service.  Many talked about the return of a positive feeling and joy, the stabilization of membership, the 
positive farewell for Pastor Donna and Pastor Don, and the beginning of the transition period with 
Pastor Bob. 

 
5. Name three things that happened at Lord of Love in 2008 that could have been better.  Some observe 

that we don’t have enough volunteers while others think we ought to allow more members to do tasks.  
Did the ministry job fair partially address this issue?  Others mentioned communication, better hymns, 
using the hymnal, better follow-up with visitors, and better outreach to the community and the needy.  
Some complain that we don’t get anything done in committees or we talk too much.  And finally, to the 
suggestion that we need more chocolate at meetings, I can only respond by saying I agree. 

 
Thanks to all who attended and participated! 
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Men’s Softball Team Now Forming 

Are you are interested in playing on a men’s 
slow-pitch softball team?  The team will play 
one night a week, probably on Monday nights, 
from April through July.  Participants must be 
16 years old or older.  Please contact 
Don Rowen (965-8977) for information and 
to sign up.   
 

Expanding our Men’s Ministry

Lord of Love’s Men’s Ministry is looking for your 
ideas to expand its programs, including service 
and fellowship opportunities.  Please share 
your ideas for possible growth!  Contact people 
include Paul Christenson, Tom Olson, 
Ron Thom, Dave Lueders, Gary Ramsey, 
Dan Manning, Don Rowen, Josh Combes, and 
any council member. 
 
Keep watching for future events.  Those 
proposed and previously mentioned are: 
 Men's summer softball 
 Men and kids event 

(women's nite off) 
 Men's canoe trip on the 

Niobrara River 
 Men's handyman event 
 Men's NHRA drag 

racing event in Topeka, 
Kansas from May 29-31 

Men’s Breakfast Ministry Group Participates in Community Events

In February, members of the men's breakfast ministry group attended 
a men's mentoring breakfast workshop at Rejoice Lutheran on 
Saturday, February 21.  More news about this mentoring program will 
be provided at a later date. 
 
In March, members of the men's breakfast ministry group will attend the Lutheran Men in Mission’s 
One Year to Live retreat.  The retreat will be held from Friday evening, March 27, through Sunday 
afternoon, March 29, in Louisville, Nebraska.  More news will be shared about this event as it 
develops. 

One Year to Live is a retreat, followed up by small groups, that encourages men to seriously look at their lives, 
make significant decisions about their spiritual journey, and work with other men to hold one another accountable 
for those decisions.  One Year to Live is an opportunity for men to explore the difference their Christian faith can 
make in their lives as they relate to families, people at work, and others in the Christian community.  
 
This new ministry offers a way to be adventurous and courageous, while at the same time being spiritual, genuine, 
and vulnerable.  This is truly an experience that helps us men be the husbands, fathers, and friends that God 
intends us to be! 
 
Men who experience this retreat will continue to meet together in small groups for study, prayer, mission work, and 
outdoor adventures over the next year. 
 
Source: http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Ministry/Lutheran-Men-in-Mission/One-Year-To-Live.aspx 
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The Lutheran Woman Today Bible study continues to 
look for the hidden hand of God in Esther: Two Queens 
of Persia.  The theme verse is Esther 2:17a.  All women 
are invited to attend either one of two study groups: at 
6:00 p.m. on Monday, March 2 at Old Country Buffet at 
145th and West Center Road, and at 6:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, March 4 in the Joseph Room at church. 

Blessings  from Ruth Manning, President, LOL Women of Love Crane Coffee

If you haven’t had 
a chance to join 
the Lord’s 
Laughing Ladies 
at Crane Coffee, 
77th and Cass, 
you don’t know 
what you’re 
missing!  We’ll be 
there at 8:00 a.m. 
on March 6 and 20. 

To my Sisters in Christ, 
 
As I write this, I’m only hours away from boarding a plane to go and see my 
newest grandchildren for the first time.  I am amazed at the deep feelings of 
love I have for Aliya and Zach, and yet I’ve never seen them in person.  The 
love is the same as it is for the three grandchildren whom I see on a regular 
basis.  It truly is a gift from God. 
 
A favorite Scripture comes to mind. In I John 3:1 (The Message), we read, 
“What marvelous love the Father has extended to us!  Just look at it—we're 
called children of God!  That's who we really are.”  The love I have for my 
grandchildren really pales in the light of my Father’s love for me.  
 
That’s who we really are—children of God!  What an awesome realization! 
You too, really are a child of God! 
 
I leave you with the blessing I impart to children at the altar when serving 
communion if they do not yet receive, “May you always know how much 
Jesus really loves you.” 
 
Blessings and peace. 
 

Women of Love 
Ministry Team 

The Women of 
Love Leader 
Ministry Team will 
meet in the Joseph 
Room at 6:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday, 
March 11.  All 
women are invited 
to participate.  Pick 
up dinner in the 
Fellowship Hall, 
and join us for 
planning and 
discussion! 

Women’s Annual Retreat 

The retreat planning team is at work!  As of this writing, the team consists of coordinator Heather 
Christensen, Brenda Thom, Randi VenHuizen, and Anne Yarger.  Watch the bulletin and the April 
issue of The Love Letter for further information. 
 
In the meantime, save the dates of Friday evening, April 24 and Saturday, April 25 to attend at the 
beautiful St. Benedict Center in Schuyler.  Those of us who have attended in the past can assure you 
it will be a wonderful experience. 

Lutheran Woman Today Bible Study
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March 
2 6:00 p.m. LWT Bible Study, Old Country Buffet, 145th and Center 
3 9:00 a.m. Quilters, Fellowship Hall 
4 6:00 p.m. LWT Bible Study, Joseph Room 
6 8:00 a.m. Coffee Fellowship, Crane Coffee, 77th and Cass 
11 6:00 p.m. Women of Love Ministry Team Meeting, Joseph Room 
17 9:00 a.m. Quilters, Fellowship Hall 
20 8:00 a.m. Coffee Fellowship, Crane Coffee, 77th and Cass 
28 9:30 a.m. Women of Love breakfast with Pearl Anderson, “Women on a Mission,” 

Fellowship Hall 
 
Coming Up 
April 24-25  Women’s Annual Retreat at St. Benedict Center, Schuyler 

Calendar of Events 

LOL Women of Love Breakfast 

All women are invited to join together for fellowship and a light breakfast at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
March 28 in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
Because we have set a goal to support two LOL women to participate in a mission trip in 2011, we will 
be providing you with a number of opportunities to learn more about this exciting opportunity.  At this 
meeting, Pearl Anderson, Nebraska Companion Synod coordinator, will be our guest speaker and will 
share experiences of recent international mission trips.  
 
Also, revised by-laws for LOL Women of Love will be presented as we further 
develop a team approach to women’s ministry rather than our past board approach. 
 
We encourage you to set aside a couple of hours that day and enjoy the 
fellowship…and please, bring a friend! 

Team Players Still Needed 

Thanks to those who responded to last month’s plea for team players, but we still need some more 
help.  Check the chart below and contact Ruth Manning at 455-7221 or cranecoffeechick@gmail.com 
as soon as possible. 
 
Position No. needed Time commitment  
Team member with Beth Olson to develop plan for 2 LOL 2 Two years, timeline to 
women to participate in global ministry trip  be determined by team 
 
Team of young women to plan event (program, speaker, or…) 3-4 Date to be determined 
for young mothers 
 
Ruth Manning, president, and the Ministry Team are available as resources to the various planning 
teams. 
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Calendar of Youth Events 

March 
1 Planning for youth worship service 
8 Movie Day (after second service) 
15 Youth Worship Service (both services) 
 
Coming Up 
April 11 Easter breakfast preparation 
April 12 Easter breakfast 
April 26 Talent show (after second service) 
July 19-26 ELCA Youth Gathering in New Orleans 
 

The time for the youth gathering in New Orleans is 
approaching quickly!  When asked to name one thing they’d 
like to see in New Orleans, the youth said: 
 
 I hope to see thousands of kids like me celebrating their 

faith and having an amazing time.  I can’t even imagine it 
now, and I know I’m going to be blown away. 

 Cool stuff. 

 The gulf of Mexico, levees. 

 A jazz saxophonist. 

 I want to experience the life in New Orleans.  I hope to hear 
the different style of music.  Most of all, I’m excited to be 
with thousands of youth all worshiping together. 

Youth Gathering Generates Excitement
Who’s going to New Orleans this summer? 
 
Youth Chaperones 
Laura Armitage Josh Combes 
Jason Combes  Carissa Christenson 
Casey Florea Jeri Morgan 
Lauren Florea Jim Morgan 
Matt Garder 
Alex Harris 
Kevin Krause 
Kimi Lueders 
Kira Luxon 
Nadine Rowen 
Sarah Vandeventer 

Youth Worship Services 

The Youth Group has been planning another 
worship service for Lord of Love!  Make sure 
you attend worship on March 15 as the youth 
share their faith with us at both the 8:00 a.m. 
and 10:30 a.m. services.  The Youth Group has 
been planning the service for some time now 
and will be giving the sermons, leading the 
worship, and leading the music.  They will meet 
on Sunday, March 1 during Sunday school to 
finish up the planning process. 

Movie Day

It’s movie day on 
March 8, so join the 
Youth Group and go 
along!  Be sure to sign 
up on the youth board 
if you’re coming.  It will 
be after the 10:30 a.m. 
worship service. 
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In Our Prayers 

Love Notes 

 
 

If you would like to add a name to the In Our Prayers section of The Love Letter, please contact the office at 
402.493.2946, send an email to marylou@lord-of-love.org, or fill out a prayer request note available in the narthex and 
place it in the basket.  Please help keep this list current by informing us when a name can be removed.  Thanks! 

Dick and Jessie Bell 
Ryan Bolen (nephew of Sandy Hall) 
Jan Davis (aunt of Paula Foster) 
Pearl Garnaas 
Norma Gunter 
Claude Hall 
Cindy Harper (friend of Lynda McGraw) 
Matthew Hayek (nephew of Sandy Hall) 
John Hoesing (friend of Judy Egr) 
Harold and Marj Holbrook (parents of Judy 

Messerschmidt) 
Rachael Hueftle (student of Linda Christensen) 
Cathy Johnson (friend of Marilyn Thomsen) 
Gene Jordan (uncle of Paula Foster) 
Bob Kasworm and his ministry in Tanzania 
Hannah Knudson (neighbor of the VenHuizens) 
Mike Koesters (friend of David Boarts) 
Paula Lawhead (at seminary) 
Mark Ley 
Rose Lubbert (friend of the Rieffs) 
Carl Lueders (uncle of Dave Lueders) 
Irene Lund (aunt of Brian Lund) 
Rebecca Lund (at seminary) 

Pastor Elisante Maimu 
Chris Miller (nephew of Judy Egr) 
Pastor Elibariki Mtui and all the saints of TPC Lutheran 

Parish, Tanzania 
Harry Naasz 
Susan Oleson (sister-in-law of Pastor Bob) 
Joe Policky (grandfather of Tamra Johnston) 
Berniece Reitan 
Joey Thompson (friend of the Murphys) 
Zeffin Thurow (cousin of Deb Lund) 
Brody Vermilyea (grandson of Brian and Nancy 

Shinrock) 
Harlan Walther (father of Brian Walther) 
Esther Welliver 
Agnes Wilson 
Bernie Wolff (friend of Marilyn Thomsen) 
Rob Zalk (cousin of Mary Lou Gustafson) 
 
Men’s servant ministry 
Stephen Ministers and their care receivers 
Those deployed around the world 
Those seeking employment 
Those who mourn 
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Mission Statement:  Created by God’s gracious love, we are called, as a community of faith,  
to be witnesses and servants of Jesus to the world. 

This Month 

March 8 Daylight Saving Time begins 
 Youth Movie Day 
 
March 15 Youth Worship Service  

(at 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.) 
 
March 17 Council meeting 
 
March 27-29 Men’s One Year to Live 

Retreat 
 
March 28 Women of Love breakfast 

Upcoming Events

April 5 Palm Sunday 
 
April 10-11 Easter Prayer Vigil 
 
April 12 Easter worship services and 

breakfast served by Youth 
 
April 24-25 Women’s Annual Retreat 
 
April 25 Preschool Garage Sale 
 
April 26 Talent Show 


