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Mission Statement: Created by God’s gracious love, we are called, as a
community of faith, to be witnesses and servants of Jesus to the world.

A Look Ahead
Happy Holidays! The Christmas season is here, and there are many
events happening at Lord of Love. Amid all of the hustle and bustle,
may we remember the true reason for the season.
Special worship services include Midweek Advent worship, which
will be held on Wednesday evenings in December (see page 4,
Worship), and the Sunday School Christmas Program, which will
be on Sunday, December 13 (see page 7, Nurture), as well as
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day worship services.
Opportunities to share the holiday spirit with fellow members include
preparing Christmas containers for the elderly and shut-ins on
Saturday, December 12 (see page 15, Women of Love), and
attending the chili potluck and caroling event on Sunday,
December 13 (see page 7, Nurture). In addition, the ELCA Good
Gifts program offers an alternative to the traditional gifts given to
family and friends at Christmas (see page 7, Nurture).
There are many more activities in which men, women, and youth can
participate (see page 13, Men’s News Corner; pages 14-17, Women
of Love; and page 18, LOL Youth).
Finally, summaries of the events and occurrences of this past year
are shared in the notes from the November Congregational
Meeting and in outgoing Council President Doug Aden’s final “Bits
and Pieces” article (see pages 11 and 12, Council Report and
Transition/Call Process Update).
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PASTOR’S PAGE
What Christmas is All About by Pastor Bob
I like the story I heard from another pastor a
few years ago. A young man was working
part-time at a home for abused children in
Minneapolis. Surrounded by all of these kids at
Christmas, he longed to tell them about the real
meaning of Christmas, but by law he was not
allowed to talk about his Christian faith. At
Christmas time, all of the children received
many donated gifts, but what they really wanted
was the love of their parents.

Dear Friends in Christ,
"For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is
given." Isaiah 9:6
A couple of years ago, I saw a
wonderful cartoon in The Lutheran.
It showed a group of shepherds
lounging lazily on a hillside with
their hands clasped behind their
heads. Meanwhile, just over the
hill, unbeknownst to the
shepherds, an army of angels is
winging its way toward them at
great speed, singing, ”Gloria!" and
the star of Bethlehem is brightly
shining. In the midst of this
dramatic scene, one of the
shepherds is saying, "Well guys,
I'd have to say that this has been
one boring day."

One day, a group of kids went out to go
sledding and a little boy asked young man,
"What's Christmas all about?" The young man,
who was studying at the seminary at the time,
tried quickly to figure out how to explain
Christmas without using a bunch of big words.
But as he stood there thinking, before he could
even say a word, a little girl named Sparkle
bounced up and said, "Christmas is where God
loved all the people so much that he gave them
the baby Jesus!"

I love that cartoon because it reminds us of the
lesson that the shepherds learned long ago on
that first Christmas: that in the midst of the
common, ordinary routine of daily life, when
nothing seems to be happening, God is active
and alive and doing great things in our lives.
As the angel told the shepherds, "Do not be
afraid; for behold, I am bringing you good news
of great joy for all the people: to you is born this
day in the city of David, a Savior, who is the
Messiah, the Lord!"

Sparkle understood the real message of
Christmas: that out of love for all people, God
came down from heaven to be with us. In each
and every moment of our lives, whether we are
at the mall or sick in bed or opening presents
around the tree or standing at the graveside of
a loved one, God is with us now and forever.
As God says to you today, “Do not fear, for
I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am your
God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will
uphold you with my victorious right hand."
(Isaiah 41:10)

Sometimes, in the frantic rush and hectic days
before Christmas, we lose track of this amazing
Good News. We get so bogged down in our
own baking, shopping, decorating, wrapping,
partying, and the like that we begin to forget
that God is at work in the common, ordinary
stuff of life. As we race from store to store, we
forget the real meaning of Christmas, which
tells us that God became a human being in
Jesus Christ and that he is with us right here,
right now.
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WORSHIP
Midweek Advent Worship Services
In the darkness of the world, we wait for the coming light of the Christ Child. Join us for midweek
Advent worship at 7:00 p.m. on December 2, 9, 16, and 23. We will use the Holden Evening Prayer
service, and our theme will be “Yet in Thy Dark Streets Shineth.

Lord of Love’s Worship Servants
December 6

December 13

December 20

December 27

8:00 a.m.

Harry Naasz,
Don Rowen

Marilyn Thomsen,
Liz Smith

Jesse and Pat Brewer

Gary Ramsay,
Pauline Shaffer

10:30 a.m.

Paul Barnett,
Gary Krause

Claude and Sandy Hall

Lynda McGraw,
Barb Haskins

Keith and Debra Gillespie

8:00 a.m.

Randi VenHuizen

Judy Egr

Karen Mullen

10:30 a.m.

Claudia Rowen

Sunday School Program

Paul Christenson

Greeter(s)

Liturgist

Communion Servers
8:00 a.m.

Garder family

Egr family

10:30 a.m.

Avalos family

Edwards family

Gillespie family

Anne Yarger

Sarah Horan

Lisa Rieff

Pat Brewer

8:00 a.m.

Connie Walther,
Lisa Meyer

Janet Guthrie,
Nancy Shinrock

Mike and Christie Klos

Evelyn Sacrider,
Cathy Aden

10:30 a.m.

Rob and Karen Anderson

Paul and Ann Kroll

Concannon family

Diana Haye,
Marcia Roads

Nursery Attendant(s)
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
Altar Care

Ushers
8:00 a.m.

Kenn Garder, Craig and Peg Pennell

10:30 a.m.

Rett Messerschmidt; Rob Anderson, Paul and Jackie Barnett
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WORSHIP
Tape Ministry: Getting to Know Leo Philips by Brad VenHuizen
I recently asked Brad VenHuizen to write an article about Leo Philips. Brad was a little reluctant to do
so, uncertain about what he would say, but a few days later, he told me that he had done so and
wanted me to read it to make sure that it was okay. I read it and was totally overwhelmed. I gave
thanks for Brad and for Randi, who bring Lord of Love to Leo, and I felt a deep desire to visit Leo
myself. I am so grateful to Brad for writing down his thoughts and know that you, too, will be touched
by his story.
Karen Pickens

Randi and I have had the privilege of visiting shut-ins for some time
now. It has been both rewarding and very challenging. Our first two
shut-ins were both in nicely appointed, comfortable nursing homes.
The care was obviously excellent, and both ladies were well aware of
who they were, where they were, and what was going on around them.
Perhaps our biggest regret was that we had not had the opportunity to
know both when they were younger and fully part of the congregation.
I think both would have been very entertaining and interesting to get to
know. Both ladies passed away before we truly got to know them, but
nonetheless, we knew our visits had been meaningful.
And then there is Leo Philips. Leo has fairly significant Alzheimer’s, and we are never quite sure if he
knows who we are or not. He is in a locked ward in the County Hospital together with perhaps 50 or
so other unfortunate souls in the same circumstance. On our first visit, we were greeted by a lady who
begged us to take her with us when we left. “They are holding me prisoner, and I haven’t done
anything wrong. Please let them know on the outside where I am.” The desperation in her eyes and
voice were palpable.
As we found our way to Leo’s room, there was another lady lying in the hallway sobbing and saying
“It wasn’t my fault, Daddy. I didn’t do it. Somebody else must have used the matches.” This or words
like them were repeated and repeated in between sobs. There was another patient walking down the
hallway looking for all the world like he was enjoying the biggest private joke ever. He had a gigantic
ear-to-ear grin. He still had the same appearance some time later when we left. Several others were
simply sitting on couches or in wheelchairs vacantly staring into space, putting in their allotted hours
on this earth.
Leo shares a room with three other men. There is some privacy, but not much. It is not uncommon
for patients to wander in and out of the room, usually talking to themselves and clearly not very sure
where they are. Each time we have been there, Leo is almost always lying in his bed asleep or trying
to sleep. Most times his TV is on and tuned to sports of some kind.
We have had a few conversations in which Leo is clearly remembering the church, or members of
his family, or work that he had done in the past. At other times, he simply is not responsive to
conversation at all. It can all be very depressing and discouraging, and yet…and yet.
Continued on the next page
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WORSHIP
Tape Ministry: Getting to Know Leo Philips, continued
Each time we come, we bring communion and a copy of the service that Sunday. We are still not
100% certain that he is ever able to actually listen to the services at any time, but he seems to
appreciate them. We do read the scripture lessons from the service that day and then go through the
Words of Institution for the Lord’s Supper. We do the Confession of Faith and the Lord’s Prayer each
time. Despite everything, it is clear to me that Leo follows along and remembers most if not all of the
words from both. It seems clear to me that the process of taking communion, praying, and hearing the
Word is both important and a comfort to him. He may not always know who we are nor be fully aware
of his circumstances, but he is always very appreciative of the Lord’s Supper.
Once in a while, things happen that are pure serendipity. Last Sunday during our visit, Leo’s son and
daughter-in-law were visiting. They had taken him out in the courtyard so he could have a change of
scenery and some fresh air. We explained who we were and why we were there. We offered to leave,
but Leo shook his head and indicated we should stay. So it was the first time in what I think may have
been quite some time that Leo and his family were able to celebrate the Lord’s Supper together.
Are the visits we make enjoyable? No, they most definitely are not. Nonetheless, they are definitely
rewarding and soul satisfying when you know that you are bringing comfort, assurance, and God’s
Love to one of God’s suffering children. We would recommend it to anyone who would like an
opportunity to make a difference in someone else’s life.

Tape Ministry: Update on Agnes Wilson by Karen Pickens and Rachel Novak
Delivering the worship tapes from Lord of Love’s Sunday worship is
the main task for our tape ministers. However, it does not take long to
realize that the visit itself becomes the important issue in some cases,
if not most. Today (October 22) was one of those days for Agnes
Wilson, her daughter-in-law Linda, Rachel, and me.
The last time Rachel and I saw Agnes, she was in Montclair Nursing
Home, or as she calls it, “the place.” She had fallen in her home,
had been admitted to the hospital, and ended up in Montclair for
rehabilitation. We were very concerned for Agnes as she was weak
and depressed over being away from her home of many years. Since
then, she has been released from Montclair and is living with her son,
Richard, and his wife, Linda. We saw a totally different person upon
our arrival. Agnes could not be happier short of being in heaven.
The four of us were so comfortable in a living room that looks out onto a forested area full of autumn
colors. We shared stories from the past, told of funny things that have happened at the preset time,
and talked of expectations for the future. The Wilson bird and cat, Larry, amused us as they vied for
attention. I think we laughed more than anything, and it just felt delightful to know that Agnes was at
“home” and with her beloved family.
We give thanks to God for Agnes’s recovery and for her wonderful family who take such excellent and
loving care of her.
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NURTURE
Sunday School Christmas Program

Chili Potluck and Caroling

News Flash! Jesus is
born in Bethlehem!
Come hear the news
as it may have been
broadcast in Bethlehem
2000 years ago. The
Sunday School will
give their program,
“Live from Bethlehem,”
during the 10:30 a.m.
worship service on
December 13.

It’s that time of year again! Join us for a chili
potluck and caroling on Sunday, December 13!
Lunch will begin at 11:30 a.m., following by
caroling. If you plan to attend, please sign up
at the Information Center in the narthex!

Good Gifts for Christmas

Fall Festival

If you've been trying to think of a meaningful gift
to give to someone this year that doesn't need
to be wrapped, check out the ELCA Good Gifts
program at www.elca.org/goodgifts. They have
an amazing collection of gifts, from mosquito
nets for malaria-prone areas, to cows, to
vaccinations, to soccer balls for children's
teams. There are instructions on the website
to help you do your shopping online, by mail, or
by phone.

Thanks to all who helped out with the Fall
Festival! There were at least 30 volunteers,
and it was a wonderful event. Final figures will
be printed next month, but our tentative
estimate is that almost $1,375 (which includes
$150 in matching funds from Thrivent) will go to
Lutheran Family Service's "Building Families
Boutique." Approximately $600 each will go to
\LOL Women of Love operating
budget and to "Women on a
Mission."

Weekly Education Opportunities at Lord of Love
Sunday
9:15 a.m.

Monday
6:00 p.m.
Tuesday
6:45 p.m.

Sunday School (Preschool – High School) @
LOL Classrooms
Adult Studies @ LOL Abraham, Mary, and
Joseph Rooms

Wednesday
4:45 p.m. Confirmation (7th & 8th grades) @ LOL Abraham
Room
6:00 p.m. Luther Kids (1st – 6th grades) @ LOL Preschool
6:00 p.m. Lutheran Woman Today Bible Study @ LOL
Joseph Room (first Wednesday of month)

Lutheran Woman Today Bible Study @ Old
Country Buffet (first Monday of month)

Thursday
9:30 a.m.

First Place Bible Study @ LOL Joseph Room

Saturday
7:00 a.m.
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NURTURE
Rebecca’s Vicar (ad)Ventures Part III by Rebecca Lund
It is strange in a ministry like mine to be in a place of new beginnings of the church year with Advent
and at the ending of the first semester with campus ministry. Because of this, December is a great
time for both looking ahead and reflecting on the past few months. Reflecting back on these four
months, I have come from using a road map almost everywhere I drove, including getting to and from
the different universities and member’s homes, to recognizing street names and navigating the best
routes. In a similar way, I have come from sort of recognizing familiar faces at church and
remembering first names to knowing people’s deeper stories and histories. In particular, I enjoyed van
conversations on our trip to Kansas City with our campus ministry board and dinner conversations at
our monthly “Bread-breakers” fellowship group at church. Hearing people’s faith and life stories keeps
me going and reminds me of why I am becoming a pastor. By no means is everything old hat—I’m still
experiencing a lot of “firsts.” For example, I have worked with others to plan the Advent Wednesday
midweek services with the theme “A Light in the Darkness” and discovered that there were many
things that the church “has always done” in my attempts to add some newness to those worship
services.
As I wrote in my last update, we will be taking students from SLU and WashU to Guatemala for spring
break. We will be building houses with a group called ConstruCasa during the week. This group is
similar to Habitat for Humanity in that we will be working with the local construction workers and future
owners of the homes. In addition, we will have the opportunity to worship with Lutherans in Guatemala
and learn how the ELCA is partners in their ministry. In preparation for the trip, students will be
meeting with us on a weekly basis starting in January. We will learn Spanish, learn about the country
and culture, and prepare spiritually for this journey. This trip is a great opportunity for students who
haven’t heard about Lutheran Campus Ministry to join us, and for our dedicated members to learn
more about themselves and each other.
And so as we celebrate the end of 2009 and the end of another semester, I also look forward to the
way that God continues to make all things new, to the advent of new programs and new faces and to
the beginning of a new year and semester. I look forward to working with our new Green Team that
I have organized as a part of my internship project, to leading a new discussion group at St. Louis
University, to continuing to go deeper in relationships, and to encountering many more things along
the way.

OUTREACH
Lord of Love Website

Mission Interpreter for Lord of Love

Thanks so much to Gwen Edwards for serving
as our web steward the past few years! Some
changes are being made to our website, and
we hope to have it up and running in the near
future. Web stewards and editors are needed,
so please talk to someone on the Outreach
Committee—John Florea, Deb Lund, or Brian
Vandeventer—if you’re interested.

After some pondering and praying, Deb Lund
has agreed to serve as Mission Interpreter for
Lord of Love. Her main task is to communicate
some of what takes place in our vast ministries
throughout the Nebraska Synod and ELCA.
Deb would like to encourage any of you to take
some time to look at the numerous resources
on the ELCA and Nebraska Synod websites to
learn more about the mission work that we do.
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OUTREACH
Houses for Health
The Lord of Love Mission Ministry Team is recommending that Lord of Love sponsor a “House for
Health” in Tanzania this year. We will be designating the Advent and Christmas offerings to this
cause.
What is Houses for Health? It is a new program this year in the Nebraska
Synod/Alegent Health partnership’s Tanzanian mission work. For the very poor of
Tanzania, poverty leads to bad health, and bad health leads to poverty, a vicious
downward spiral. Houses for Health was created to address the needs of special
targeted individuals, those with severe health problems, whose lives are further
threatened by seriously substandard living conditions (substandard even by African
standards). Through Houses for Health, a house can be transformed
from this…
…to this!

Lord of Love’s very own Bob Kasworm is at the heart of it all. He identifies those in need of help—
those who are extremely poor and especially whose death would leave behind more orphans. He
finds builders, negotiates the contracts, and sees that the houses are built right. Bob also
communicates back to the Nebraska Synod and contributors with details on the family and pictures of
the activity. Bob (the builder) notes that House #15 has just begun—15 since the start of 2009!
HOUSES FOR HEALTH FAST FACTS:
 It costs $4,000 to sponsor a house.
 The program is targeted for those whose living conditions threaten already serious health conditions.
 Bob Kasworm selects recipients, negotiates contracts, and coordinates builds.
 15 houses have been built so far.
 The Houses for Health website is www.housesforhealth.org.
BREAKFAST January 3rd! Please mark your calendar.
The Mission Possible team will be hosting a breakfast on January 3, 2010, between the services in
honor of Bob Kasworm’s mission work. Bob will be back from Tanzania and speaking to us that day
about the Nebraska Synod and Alegent Health mission work in Northern Tanzania. Please plan to
join us!
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OUTREACH
ELCA Global Mission Formation Event by Deb Lund
Pastor Bob and I attended the two-day Global Mission Formation event at Southwood Lutheran
Church in Lincoln on October 30-31, 2009. The purpose was to explore our Lutheran mission history
and context of modern global and domestic mission. We learned more about what we can do as
individuals, congregations, and as a global community.
Together in the Spirit, we are building up the body of Christ for proclamation and service in a plan of
mission called accompaniment. Accompaniment is defined as “walking together in a solidarity that
practices interdependence and mutuality. Gifts, resources, and experiences are shared with mutual
advice and admonition to deepen and expand our work within God’s mission.” We heard more about
living and serving within this methodology, and my understanding of how the ELCA does mission was
deepened.
Several keynote speakers presented general information, and worship was held several times during
the event. Sunitha Mortha, the ELCA Global Mission director for Global Formation, and Rev. Dave
Daubert, former Assistant to the Bishop for the Nebraska Synod and now a director for A Renewal
Enterprise and pastor in Elgin, Illinois, had the most meaningful presentations for me.
Sunitha explained issues dealing with culture and helped me understand that things that are different
are not necessarily right or wrong, just different. Some cultures focus on the good of the community
rather than the good of the individual. An example of this is arranged marriages in her native country
of India. She said while it seems wrong to us in the US to have arranged marriages, to people in India,
having families discuss and plan marriages in advance often assures that the marriages last, as those
families know each other and believe that the couple will get along. Pastor Daubert had a very
motivating presentation on “God’s Work. Our Hands. But, yes, you still need to say something.” He
talked about what makes us Lutheran and how we need to help folks with skills to live out our faith
Monday-Saturday.
There were skill-building workshops in various areas given twice throughout the weekend. I attended
the focus sessions on global mission, and both were excellent. Not only did I learn more about what
we’re doing throughout the world, but I met folks from throughout the region who have spent time
doing vision and mission trips. An important concept that I learned is that by working through our
Synod and national church bodies to do mission, we make sure we do work that meshes with existing
projects, benefits the whole community, and is appropriate. Two examples of the best intentions gone
wrong are as follows.
A congregation bought bras for women in a village where they normally go topless. It was later
learned that the men in that village used those bras for pockets! Unlike our culture, topless women are
accepted and natural for that village.
After a group had visited an area where women had to walk some distance to get fresh water, they
funded a new well. As it turned out, the women did not use the new well after it was built because the
walk to the river was the only time those women had social interaction. They were not going to give
that up.
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COUNCIL REPORT & TRANSITION/CALL PROCESS UPDATE
November 2009 Council Report by Don Rowen, Council Vice-President
The Lord of Love council conducted the congregational meeting on Sunday, November 8, 2009. The topics
handled at the congregational meeting are summarized as follows:


Review of Past Year – Council President Doug Aden discussed the highlights, including patching the roof,
renovating the courtyard, completing the Appreciative Inquiry process, and creating of the Youth Ministry
Team, which led to the hiring of Adam Lueders as our new Youth Director. We were short funds a couple of
months, but there was no crisis. The books have been audited with only a few minor problems discovered.
Most problems were with the preschool bookkeeping. In response, the council decided to bring the
preschool financial bookkeeping and accounts onto the church books and control and to have them use the
church’s accounting and reimbursement practices. We tried a new council structure, observed some pros
and cons, and are still tweaking the structure. Pastor Bob will be finishing our Asset Listing, which will help
define who we are and help us in the calling of a new Pastor. On December 8, the old and new church
councils will be meeting with Pastor Lee Griess to discuss the call process. We will be creating our Call
Committee at the February congregational meeting and beginning the call process next year.



Budget – Doug Aden went through the proposed 2010 budget and explained each committee's budget. Brad
VenHuizen then explained that we had 67 pledges for a total of $208,000.00, with total receipts of
$262,000.00. Our total expenditures are projected at $289,566.00, which will give us a deficit of $27,566.00.
The 2010 budget was approved as presented to the congregation.



Election of Council Members – The following members were nominated by the Nominating Committee to
fill the openings on the council for next year. No new nominations were made during the meeting. The
congregation voted to accept the slate of candidates. The candidates will serve for two years.
President: Brian Lund
Secretary: Brian Walther, second term
Worhip: Karen Mullen, second term
Resourses (Stewardship): Doug Armitage
Outreach: Harry Naasz and Paul Christenson



Major Improvement Projects – The council made the following motion regarding major improvement
projects:
1. To grant the approval to proceed with the following repairs in this order:
1. Repair/replace the lighting in the sanctuary in the amount of $15,860.00.
2. Repair the south driveway by the dumpster in the amount of $5,000.00.
3. Rebuild the organ console and controls in the amount of $20,000.00.
2. To conduct a short term fund-raising program to be led by the church council to help cover these costs.
Craig Pennell explained the proposal, and Amy Kragnes and Carol Novak helped explain the organ repairs.
Discussion followed. The motion carried.



Observations from Doug Aden, Outgoing President – We still have the challenge of reaching out to the
25- to 35-year-old generation and in working as one to fulfill our mission instead of working as isolated
groups focused on each group’s goals.

2009 Lord of Love Church Council and Strategic Planning Committee
Executive Committee: Doug Aden, President; Don Rowen, Vice-President; Brian Walther, Secretary; Lisa Meyer, Treasurer
Finance: Brad VenHuizen*, Paul Barnett, and Jackie Combes
Nurture: Heather Christensen*, Angie Meyer, and Liz Smith
Outreach: Deb Lund*, Brian Vandeventer, and John Florea
Property: Craig Pennell*, Doug Roberts, and Joe Combes
Worship: Karen Mullen*, Debra Gillespie, and one other to be announced
Committee chairpersons are denoted with an asterisk; council members are underlined.
The Executive Committee is not part of the Strategic Planning Committee.
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COUNCIL REPORT & TRANSITION/CALL PROCESS UPDATE
Bits and Pieces by Doug Aden, Council President
Two years ago, Lord of Love was in the midst of a transition, and we were mourning the loss of one of
our sons. To some, it may have seemed that the Gospel had faded and was only in the background.
Then at John Robert’s funeral, we heard Paul’s words from I Corinthians 3:5-9 where we were
reminded that we can water and fertilize but God gives growth and that we are fellow workers for God
and that we are God’s field. We added to that the parable of the sower from Mark. From these two
stories, the theme “Faith Grows Here” sprang to life.
Many events have happened since then, and in the process, we let “Faith Grows Here” slip and fall
into the background.
At the Congregational Meeting in November, we made several important decisions. We passed a
budget that has a large deficit, but we recognized that this was necessary as we prepare for the next
step in the life of Lord of Love. The second decision was to replace the lighting in the sanctuary, repair
the driveway, and make needed repairs to the organ. The total cost for these projects is $41,000. We
recognized that we need to maintain our house of worship even though we were short $20,000 in
funds. To cover this shortfall, we authorized the Council to form a Capital Fundraising Ministry Team
to help raise these funds.
Can we raise that amount? I say yes, as a congregation we have the ability and the resources.
Consider the following:
10 Pledges of $1,000
$10,000
10 Pledges of $500
$5,000
20 Pledges of $250
$5,000
This would give us the $20,000 that is needed to complete the projects and keep the Major
Improvement Fund solvent.
Today we remain in transition. We elected a new council to guide us through the decisions that we will
have to make in 2010, including the formation of a Call Committee and the calling of a Pastor. I ask
that you give the new council your support.
As the outgoing President, I thank you for your support during the last two years. We have completed
many tasks, but in the process of working with you to solve problems, I probably have made some
individuals angry. If so, I apologize.
Of all the big things we do as a congregation and as a church, often it is the little things, the weekly
contact that we have with each other, one person helping another person, greeting a person coming to
church, that have the biggest effect on an individual and produce results that are unknown to us. I was
reminded of that at the November council meeting, when an individual shared the importance of Luther
Kids on his life and his friends.
A last thought. In the Lord of Love Cookbook, Rose
Roberts has a recipe for Play Dough which Sara Aden Cory
says is the best Play Dough recipe there ever was. On a
November day, Sara and Mackenzie made pink play dough.
Later that day toward sundown, they took a walk, and
Mackenzie said “God put the pink play dough in the sky.”
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MEN’S NEWS CORNER
You’re Invited

Blue Wheelbarrow Days

The invitation is always
extended for any men to
join us for breakfast, Bible
study, and discussion
every Saturday morning at
7:00 a.m. in the fellowship
hall at Lord of Love. This
fellowship is a great way
to start your weekend!

Men of Lord of Love are promoting support of
the local food pantries, especially during the
pre- and post-holiday season. Although we do
remember those less fortunate than we
throughout the year, there is an increased need
for nonperishable staples through the holiday
and winter seasons. Please bring your
contributions and help us "fill the wheelbarrow."

New Bible Study
The Men's Breakfast Group is completing their
study of the book of Matthew and will soon
begin a week to
week study of ????.
That right! We have
not chosen a new
study. Now is the
time to join us for
breakfast and be a
part of choosing our
next study series.

Hockey and Other Upcoming Events
The men of Lord of Love will be helping the
youth in reaching a discounted ticket goal for a
hockey game after the New Year. More
information will be forthcoming as details
become available.

However, if any men are interested in starting
an evening men's Bible study and fellowship,
whether it be weekly, biweekly, or monthly,
please contact any participant of the Men's
Breakfast Group or a church council member
and let us know.

As we finish 2009
and begin 2010,
now is the time to
plan and promote
any event that we
can use to
increase men's
fellowship.
Themes for events
can be recreational
or work in nature,
but always include
fellowship and fun.
Let's hear from
you!
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WOMEN OF LOVE
Blessings from Ruth Manning, President, LOL Women of Love
To my Sisters in Christ,

Coffee
Fellowship

Wow! What a gift—for us! I am struck by the paraphrase of “Prince of
Wholeness” instead of the more familiar “Prince of Peace.” Probably it’s
because I often feel less than whole during the holiday season. How easy it
is to get caught up in the “busy-ness” of baking, Christmas cards, parties,
shopping, over-eating, and all the other stuff that comes with our worldly
celebration of the birth of Christ.

There is only one
coffee get-together
left this year. All
women are invited
to join the Lord’s
Laughing Ladies
for 8:00 a.m. coffee
fellowship at
Crane Coffee,
77th and Cass,
on December 11.
Because of
Christmas Day
and New Year’s
Day, we will not
meet again until
January 9.

Let’s do it a little more simply this year! Do we really need to make all those
cookies (we’ll only eat them!)? Is it necessary to max out the credit cards
just to make sure our kids get more stuff that they don’t need? Instead of
frantically sending Christmas cards to those people whom we probably are
in touch with only once a year, how about sitting down with a cup of coffee or
hot chocolate, putting on a Christmas CD (my favorite—Handel’s Messiah)?
Adopt a family through Project Angel Tree or a similar ministry and provide
Christmas gifts for someone who might otherwise not get any. Refresh
yourself weekly through the Advent services on Wednesday, and again on
Sunday. And let it culminate in the joyous carols and scriptures during the
Christmas worship service.

Fall Festival
Review

As I pondered on my message for you this Christmas season, I ran across
the letter I wrote for the December 2007 issue of The Love Letter. I can’t
say it any better, and the message is still true.
For a child has been born—for us! The gift of a son—for us! He'll take over
the running of the world. His names will be: Amazing Counselor, Strong
God, Eternal Father, Prince of Wholeness. His ruling authority will grow, and
there'll be no limits to the wholeness he brings.
Isaiah 6:6-7a (The Message)

Thank you, Jesus, for coming for us!
Peace and love,
Ruth Manning, President

Ladies Lunch Reunion
You never know what kind of soup you'll get at Amy
Kragnes' Christmas Soup Lunch—there have been
some unusual recipes! Ladies are all welcome to
come to a lunch at noon on Thursday, December 17
at Amy's house, 309 S. 155th Avenue. Call for
directions at 697-9165. Please sign up at the
Information Center in the narthex so Amy will know
how many kinds of soup to make.
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Join us at the rear
of the Fellowship
Hall at 6:30 p.m.
on Wednesday,
December 9 and
share your
thoughts about the
Fall Festival. If you
have ideas for next
year—program,
fundraisers, etc.—
please share them
with us. Can’t
attend? Give your
comments to Ruth
Manning.

December 2009

WOMEN OF LOVE
Christmas Containers

Joys for the Soul

Now that it’s December, can baking Christmas
cookies be far behind? On Saturday,
December 12, the women are invited to meet in
the Fellowship Hall at 9:00 a.m. to prepare
Christmas containers for our elderly, shut-ins,
and those with special needs. Enjoy coffee and
goodies before we go to work, and please bring
2 dozen cookies for the containers. If you have
any large Folger coffee containers, please bring
those in as well. Thanks!

Give yourself the gift of a day devoted to JOY
for the soul! Music, a delicious lunch, and three
terrific presentations are all part of the
Nebraska Synodical Women’s Organization
(NSWO) Winter Retreat in Grand Island on
January 16. The retreat is from 9:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m. at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church.
Guest speakers are Rev. John and June Rehl
and their daughter, Karen Tiedeman, who will
share a heartwarming mission story. They will
tell how they founded a mission assisting
orphanages and prison ministries in Russia and
the Baltics through the Orphan Grain Train.
Humorist Sue Brown, from Hastings, will bring
home to us the importance of laughter by giving
us ten points on how to enhance one’s living
instead of being negative. Vera Hummel, from
Wayne, a certified spiritual director, will guide
us in Seeking the Spirit Within, an opportunity
to deepen our personal relationship with Christ.
Registration forms are available at the
Information Center in the narthex. Registration
of $18 is due January 6. Talk it up among the
ladies at LOL…think CARPOOL!

Epiphany Potluck Luncheon
And after Christmas, there
is Epiphany! All women
and girls are invited to
participate in a potluck
luncheon at 11:30 a.m. on
Sunday, January 10 in the
Fellowship Hall. The Monday
evening Lutheran Woman Today Bible study
group is arranging the program (thanks, ladies!)

LOST!
When setting tables for the Fall Festival dinner,
we discovered that four of the round white
fabric tablecloths have “disappeared” since the
first of September (the last time they all were
washed). Our guess is someone used them,
washed them, and forgot to bring them back.
Check your closets, drawers, etc., and if while
looking for round table cloths you find some of
our long tablecloths, dishtowels, etc., we’ll
welcome them back with open arms.

This is also when we reveal the names of the
secret angels we’ve been surprising with notes,
little gifts, and prayers all year. Please bring a
card for your angel…and signed…not just the
usual smiley face! Secret Angel sign-up forms
for 2010 will be available. If you cannot attend,
forms will be at the Information Center in
January through the 24th. Secret Angels will
be assigned in time for Valentine’s Day cards.
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WOMEN OF LOVE
Lutheran Woman Today Bible Study – To God’s Beloved: Paul’s Letter to the Romans
Session 4 – Moved to a New Address
“Present your members to God as instruments of
righteousness.” (Romans 6:13b)
You are invited to join one of these groups to participate in this
study:
 Wednesday, December 2, Mary Room at 6:00 p.m.
 Monday, December 7, Old Country Buffet, 145th and
West Center Road at 6:00 p.m.
The Sunday morning group will not be doing the study in
December as a 4-week Advent study for the congregation will
be held instead.

Lutheran Woman Today Winner
Congratulations to Debra Gillespie, whose name was drawn by Aaron Edwards on Women’s Ministry
Sunday at Lord of Love. She will receive a 1-year subscription to Lutheran Woman Today, the official
magazine of Women of the ELCA.
For the five who registered but didn’t win, and for any other woman who would enjoy receiving this
excellent magazine, there are three convenient ways to subscribe: Subscribe online through Augsburg
Fortress; call 1-800–328–4648; or send your name, address, and a check made out to Lutheran
Woman Today to:
Augsburg Fortress, Publishers
P.O. Box 1209
Minneapolis, MN 55440-8730
LWT is published 10 times a year, with combined issues in January/February and July/August. A
1-year subscription is $12, a 2-year subscription is $22, and a 3-year subscription is $33.

Project Hope
Please continue to bring in items for Project
Hope and place them in the containers under
the Information Center. The needs for
December are coffee, tea, cocoa, and
canned stew. Canned vegetables and fruit,
peanut butter, bathroom tissue, and other
personal care items are also needed. Thank
you for your generosity.
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WOMEN OF LOVE
Quilters
Thanks to the quilters who shipped 107 quilts to Lutheran World Relief this fall. They also made three
quilts that were sold at the Fall Festival silent auction.
Christmas came early for the quilters this year. Through a connection of
Jackie Combes, a woman who formerly owned a fabric store gave them over
450 yards of fabric, including many full bolts. But with that bounty comes a
request….middles for the quilts! Please go through your closets and bring out
those no-longer used blankets, sheets, mattress pads, and similar-weight
items. Check with Ruth Cooley and Marilyn Thomsen if you have any
questions about what they can use.
By the way, additional helpers are needed at 9:00 a.m. on the first and third Tuesdays of the month.

Orientation and Program Planning
Thanks to the LOL Women’s Ministry team members who participated in orientation on November 21,
and a special thank-you to the women who didn’t “have” to come but joined us for the program
planning session for 2010. There were a lot of wonderful ideas, and I personally am excited as we
implement the Team Model of organization for our women.
There are still spots to fill out the committees working through the Ministry Team, and we encourage
you to participate in some small way. One of the neatest concepts about team ministry is that the work
is divided so that many of the projects are short-term. Watch for additional information in upcoming
articles in The Love Letter and through bulletin announcements.

Calendar of Events
December
1
9:00 a.m.
2
6:00 p.m.
7
6:00 p.m.
9
6:30 p.m.
11
8:00 a.m.
12
9:00 a.m.
15
9:00 a.m.

Quilters, Fellowship Hall
LWT Bible Study, Mary Room
LWT Bible Study, Old Country Buffet, 145th and West Center Road
Evaluation Meeting for Fall Festival Dinner
Coffee Fellowship, Crane Coffee, 77th and Cass
Prepare Christmas containers for elderly and shut-ins
Quilters, Fellowship Hall

Coming Soon
January 10, 2010
January 16, 2010
April 10, 2010
April 23-24, 2010
September 25, 2010
July 12-14, 2011
July 14-17, 2011

Potluck Epiphany Luncheon and Program
Winter Retreat, St. Paul’s Lutheran, Grand Island,NE
Metro East Spring Gathering, First Lutheran, Blair, NE
Women’s Retreat at St. Benedict’s Retreat Center, Schuyler, NE
Autumn Renewal, Bethlehem Lutheran, Wahoo, NE
W/ELCA Triennial Convention, Spokane, WA
W/ELCA Triennial Gathering, Spokane, WA
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LOL YOUTH
Welcome Lord of Love’s New Youth Director!
It’s official: Lord of Love has hired Adam Lueders as our new youth
ministry leader. Adam, age 20, is a student at Metropolitan Community
College and is majoring in youth ministries. He was a camp counselor
at Carol Joy Holling this past summer and works as needed for CJH as
a co-op facilitator. His plans for youth group? “We’re out to have fun
and serve the Lord.” Remember that everyone in grades 7-12 is
welcome at all youth group events.

Ice Skating Party

Peder Eide Concert

The Youth Group will be having an ice skating
party on Sunday, December 13 at Tranquility
Ice Arena. Check the youth board for details
on the time and cost. Please be sure to always
sign up for youth events as it helps with the
planning!

The Youth Group will be
attending the Peder Eide
concert on Friday,
December 18 at Holy Cross
Lutheran Church. There is
a chili supper at 5:30 p.m.,
followed by the concert.
There will be a free-will
offering for the supper and
concert, and you may want
to bring money for t-shirts
or CDs as well. Watch the
youth board for details on
carpooling and rides.

Update on November Activities and Youth Fund
There were 16 kids at the bowling party in November, and everyone had a
great time. The service event for the month was to serve for the Fall Festival
dinner, where the youth raised $323 for the youth fund. If you’d care to
donate to the youth fund, you may do so at any time! Make checks out to
Lord of Love, and put “Youth Group” on the subject line.

Calendar of Youth Events
December
13
Ice skating party at Tranquility Ice Arena
18
Peder Eide concert at Holy Cross Lutheran Church
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JUST FOR KIDS
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JUST FOR KIDS
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IN OUR PRAYERS & LOVE NOTES
In Our Prayers
Pastor Elisante Maimu
Bob McKnight (grandfather of Ann Kroll)
Pastor Elibariki Mtui and all the saints of TPC Lutheran
Parish, Tanzania
Harry Naasz
Ried and Eunice Neve
Susan Oleson (sister-in-law of Pastor Bob)
Johanna Olson (niece of Tom and Beth Olson)
Joe Policky (grandfather of Tamra Johnston)
Bill and Bev Pugh (former members)
Berniece Reitan
Eloyse Rice
Don St. Ours (brother-in-law of Lynda McGraw)
Evelyn Sacrider
Nancy Thoman (stepmom of Ann Kroll)
Joey Thompson (friend of the Murphys)
Brody Vermilyea (grandson of Brian and Nancy
Shinrock)
Robin Wapelhorst (relative of Brenda Mac)
Agnes Wilson
Julie Wolf

Dr. Lori Arneson (niece of Ruth Cooley)
Dick and Jessie Bell
Ryan Bolen (nephew of Sandy Hall)
Katie Brink (friend of the VenHuizens)
Miranda Brown (friend of the Shinrocks)
Portia Bruning (cousin of Shirley Schuchard)
Ann Christiansen
Elmer Corey (friend of Tom and Beth Olson)
Jan Davis (aunt of Paula Foster)
Laura and Jeremy DeWitt
Colin Farbotka (nephew of Tom and Beth Olson)
DeWayne Greim (friend of Pastor Bob)
Machelle Gross (niece of Lynda McGraw)
Jim and Norma Gunter
Amber Hartin (granddaughter of the Shinrocks)
Matthew Hayek (nephew of Sandy Hall)
John Hoesing (friend of Judy Egr)
Marj Holbrook (mother of Judy Messerschmidt)
Hazel Humphrey (mother of Mary Lou Gustafson)
Cathy Johnson (friend of Marilyn Thomsen)
Bob Kasworm and his ministry in Tanzania
Ken Kellogg (father of Karen Armitage)
Paula Lawhead (at seminary)
Rose Lubbert (friend of the Rieffs)
Carl Lueders (uncle of Dave Lueders)
Irene Lund (aunt of Brian Lund)
Rebecca Lund (at seminary)

Men’s servant ministry
Stephen Ministers and their care receivers
Those deployed around the world
Those seeking employment
Those who mourn

If you would like to add a name to the In Our Prayers section of The Love Letter, please contact the office at
402.493.2946, send an email to marylou@lord-of-love.org, or fill out a prayer request note available in the narthex and
place it in the basket. Please help keep this list current by informing us when a name can be removed. Thanks!

Love Notes
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Mission Statement: Created by God’s gracious love, we are called, as a community of faith,
to be witnesses and servants of Jesus to the world.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
This Month

Upcoming Events

December 8

Church council meeting

December 12

Christmas container prep

December 13

Sunday School Christmas
Program
Chili Potluck and Caroling
Youth Ice Skating

December 18

Youth to Peder Eide concert

December 24

Christmas Eve worship

December 25

Christmas Day worship

January 3

Breakfast with Bob Kasworm
for “Houses for Health”

January 10

Women’s Epiphany Potluck
Luncheon

Articles for The Love Letter can be submitted to the editor, Kim Gust, in the Love Letter mailbox at church or by
email at loveletter@lord-of-love.org. Articles must be received by the Love Letter editor by the 20th of the month.
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