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A Look Ahead 

Summer is nearing an end, but our summer activities at Lord of Love continue 
this month!  In addition, as kids head back to school, we are gearing up for our 
2013-2014 program year!  This issue of The Love Letter is packed with 
information about August events, Kickoff Sunday, and the beginning of many of 
our program ministries and educational opportunities.  Here are some 
highlights! 
 
Sunday, August 11 will be a busy day!  Lord of Love is hosting another Blood 
Drive to help the American Red Cross meet its needs (see page 9, Outreach).  
We’ll also have our annual blessing of the backpacks during worship (see 
page 4, Worship), and the Youth Group will have a fun afternoon with its Wacky 
Water Day (see page 18, LOL Youth). 
 
Put Sunday, September 8 on your calendar now!  You won’t want to miss it!  
September 8 is Kickoff Sunday, and we’ll also be celebrating God’s Work, 
Our Hands Sunday for the ELCA’s 25th anniversary!  We’ll have a morning of 
worship, education, and service opportunities, culminating with our annual 
Kickoff Sunday Potluck Luncheon (see page 6, Nurture, for an overview and 
pages 5 and 7, Nurture, for details). 
 
As part of our 2013-2014 program year, the following activities are beginning: 
 Chancel choir rehearsals (see page 5, Nurture) 
 Confirmation (see page 5, Nurture) 
 Luther Kids and Junior Choir (see page 5, Nurture) 
 Sunday School for preschool through senior high (see page 7, Nurture) 
 Adult Forum (see page 8, Nurture) 
 
In addition, our young people have two new education opportunities this fall!  
Youth in grades 9-12 are invited to a new Senior High Wednesday night 
study (see page 18, LOL Youth), and children in grades 3-6 are invited to a 
Bible 101 class on Sunday, September 22 (see page 8, Nurture). 
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A category on Jeopardy last week required the 
question to be a word with “tude” as a part of it. 
Several of the words that have come to mind 
with “tude” in them are Attitude, Multitude, 
Platitude, Latitude, Beatitude, Altitude, 
Fortitude, Gratitude, but the one that has 
remained in my mind is Solitude. 
 
For some, solitude is a welcome time when the 
fast-paced world can be shut out and one is 
allowed to be caught up in their own thoughts, 
without distraction. For others, solitude is an 
unwelcome reminder of not being surrounded 
by activity, but rather long days of seclusion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Moving into a new neighborhood, we’ve noticed 
the unspoken desire for solitude of neighbors. 
Today, people are more apt to live on their own 
piece of property with little interaction with 
those living 20 feet from them in any direction. 
In years past, people would sit out on their front 
porch and greet passersby, which enabled you 
to know your neighbor. As the “porch” became 
the deck on the back of the house, greeting 
your neighbor became less frequent, which 
means less chance of knowing your neighbor. 
People enjoy the solitude of their own space. 
 
In fact, most of us come home, push the 
automatic garage door opener, pull the car into 

the garage, and push the button to close the 
door again before a neighbor might even see 
us—keeping us secluded in solitude. 
 
My pondering mind asks: Is this what we do 
with God? Do we keep God secluded in some 
far off place? Do we keep our faith in God 
secluded in our home, our life, our work, where 
no one sees it? 
 
Our God is not a God of solitude. God is not in 
some remote place that is far away from us. 
Instead, God dwells in and through us. We can, 
and hopefully do, spend time with God in a 
solitary way in prayer and reflection—but then 
we are not to keep God to ourselves—rather 
we are to proclaim the love of God to others. It 
is with gratitude that we are to praise and thank 
God. It takes a multitude of faithful followers to 
share the Good News of Christ to the world. 
May we all have times of solitude with God, yet 
have an attitude of joy in our lives as we share 
God’s love with the world. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Brad 
 

Solitude  by Pastor Brad 
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Lord of Love’s Worship Servants 
 August 4 August 11 August 18 August 25 
Greeters 
9:00 a.m. Kathy Christiansen, 

Lynda McGraw 
Bill and Nicole 
Quackenbush 

Paul and Traci 
Cadwallader 

Dave and Susan Lueders 

Liturgist 
9:00 a.m. Paul Christenson Rex Quadhamer  Brian Fanders 
Communion Servers 
9:00 a.m. Edwards family   Men’s Ministry 
Altar Care 
9:00 a.m. Rowen family Cathy Aden,  

Sue Dieter 
Brewer family Connie Walther,  

Lisa Meyer 
Ushers 
9:00 a.m. Kenn Garder, Matt Garder, Paul and Deb Christenson, Craig Pennell 
Nursery Attendant 
9:00 a.m. Anne Yarger Sarah Horan Lisa Rieff Ashley Meier 
CD Recorder 
9:00 a.m. Pat Brewer Paul Christenson Pat Brewer Brian Fanders 
 

It’s back to school time!  
Teachers and students, 
bring your backpacks, 
lunch bags, or tote bags 
to the Blessing of the 
Backpacks on Sunday, 
August 11.  It’s a reminder 
that we take Jesus with us 
wherever we go. 
 
 

Blessing of the Backpacks Worship Servants Needed 

Volunteers are needed to provide altar care.  
Training is provided!  Altar care teams are 
responsible for setting up before and cleaning  
up after communion, watering the 
altar flowers if needed, extinguishing 
altar candles after worship, and 
changing paraments. 
 
In addition, volunteers are needed to record 
Sunday worship services.  We currently have  
three people recording our worship services  
each month, but we would like to have 
a couple more.  It would be wonderful 
if someone could record funeral 
services as well.  It means a lot to the 
families to be able to get copies. 
 
If you are interested in serving in one of these 
capacities, please contact Pat Brewer at 
jpbrewer123@cox.net or 402-496-4771. 
 

There is still time to share your musical talents 
with everyone at worship this summer!  Sign up 
on the sheet on the bulletin board in the 
narthex, or call the office. 
 

Summer Music 
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Weekly Education Opportunities at Lord of Love 
 

 
Monday 
6:00 p.m. Gather Bible Study @ Old Country Buffet (first 

Monday of month) 
 
 

 
Thursday 
9:30 a.m. Text Study @ Guthrie’s 
 
Saturday 
7:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study @ LOL 

Fellowship Hall 
 

The annual LOL Choir party will 
be on Wednesday, August 14 
at the Novak home.  We will 
gather around 5:30 p.m. and 
eat around 6:00 p.m.  As usual,  
bring your own meat and a dish to share. 
 

The first LOL Choir 
rehearsal for the 2013-
2014 program year will 
be on Wednesday, 
August 28 at 7:15 p.m. 

 

Chancel Choir Party and Rehearsals Confirmation Begins September 4 

Confirmation class for 7th 
and 8th graders begins on 
Wednesday, September 4 
from 5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.  
Class will be held from 5:00 
to 6:00 p.m., and the students  
will share a meal from 6:00 to 6:30 p.m.  Please 
contact Pastor Brad if you have any questions. 
 

Our annual Kickoff Sunday Potluck 
Luncheon will be held on Sunday, 
September 8!  Please bring a 
main dish and either a side 
dish/salad or dessert to share.  
There are many wonderful 
recipes in the Lord of Love 
cookbooks published 
throughout the years.   
 
If you are interested in a short volunteer project, 
this would be a great time to jump in.  All you 
would need to do is make a poster advertizing 
the potluck, set up for the potluck using dishes 
provided by Lord of Love, and clean up after 
the potluck.  Please contact Paula Foster or 
Lori Vandeventer if you are interested. 
 

Kickoff Sunday Potluck Luncheon 

Luther Kids and Junior Choir 

Luther Kids and Junior Choir will begin on 
Wednesday, September 11!   
 
On Wednesday evenings, 
don’t cook, and entertain your 
elementary children with 
Christian-based activities.  
What could be better??  Join us 
for Wednesday night suppers 
at 5:30 p.m., and send your  
elementary children to our Wednesday night 
programming, Luther Kids, at 6:00 p.m. to learn 
about the Bible and its many lessons through 
interactive activities, crafts, and music.   
 
Children will also have an opportunity to join the 
Junior Choir, which will practice from 6:50 to 
7:20 p.m.  The Junior Choir will sing during 
worship several times during the year.  All 
elementary children are welcome.  If you have 
questions about Junior Choir, please contact 
Jane Hawkins at 402-343-1680.  
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Kickoff Sunday – September 8 
God’s Work, Our Hands 

 
 
Kickoff Sunday marks the end of summer and beginning of the 2013-2014 program 
year at Lord of Love!  Begin the fall with a renewed involvement in our many program 
ministries and educational opportunities! 
 
This year we will be recognizing both the kickoff of our programs at Lord of Love as 
well as celebrating the 25 Year Anniversary of the ELCA.  Plan to participate in 
learning and serving on this exciting day! 
 
 

Worship with us at 8:00 or 10:30 a.m. 

Attend Sunday School at 9:15 a.m. 
(preschool through senior high) 

Join us for our annual Kickoff Sunday 
Potluck Luncheon at 11:30 a.m. 

Donate non-perishable food items for our 
food drive. 

Make cards for those who need hope, 
encouragement, and support. 

Package bulk rice for Project Hope. 

Donate extra produce from your garden 
to food pantries. 
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Sunday School begins on Kickoff Sunday, September 8, for all classes: 
preschool through senior high.  There will be registration forms for all children 
and youth to help us collect demographic information.  Please be sure to pick 
up a registration form on September 8 and return it as soon as possible. 

 
The Sunday School schedule will be easy to remember this year for preschool through senior high.  
If there is church, then there is Sunday School from September 8 through May 18!  On holiday 
weekends, we will still have Sunday School lessons and activities for children to participate in, though they 
may be in larger groups and have special activities.  There are no confusing schedules leaving you 
wondering if we are or aren’t having class, because the answer will always be…we are! 
 
Please note the following:  The Sunday School Christmas Program will be on Sunday, December 15 at 
10:30 a.m.  Dress rehearsal will be Saturday, December 14 from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.  We are looking for a 
volunteer to facilitate/spearhead the Christmas Program!  We need assistance in finding a program, 
assigning parts, staging, etc.  The commitment would be short-term, from September or October through 
December.  If interested, contact Heather Christensen. 
 

Sunday School begins September 8 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is celebrating its 25th anniversary in 
2013 under the theme “Always Being Made New.” What God is doing through us 
here at home and around the world is worth celebrating.   
 
We are a church that is deeply rooted—and always being made new. Our roots 
are in Scripture, tradition, and the Lutheran Confessions, as well as in the vibrant 
communities and rich histories of our congregations. These roots are an ongoing 
source of nourishment, enabling us to be a church that is resilient, always 
reforming and guided by the Holy Spirit. 
 
To celebrate the 25th anniversary and our church’s commitment to sharing God’s love with our neighbors, 
we are called to take part in a day of service known as “God’s work.  Our hands.”  We will come together as 
a congregation and serve our community. 
 
Learn about: 
 Christian Education opportunities at Lord of Love. 
 Outreach Ministries that Lord of Love participates in.  You can join us! 
 
Serve at Lord of Love between services on September 8: 
 Food drive of non-perishable food items.  Goal: collect 2500 items! (25 years = 2500 items) to be 

shared with local pantries and ministries such as Project Hope and Table Grace Café.  Collection can 
begin today in the Narthex. 

 Cards for the sick.  Make a card to be sent to someone who needs hope, encouragement, and support.  
A great activity for both adults & children! 

 Package bulk rice into individual servings for the Project Hope pantry.   
 Bring extra produce from your garden to be given to pantries, a special treat for recipients. 
 
Look for more details in upcoming bulletin announcements.   
We are a Church Community.  We are Family.  We are Lord of Love!  See you on Kick-Off Sunday! 
 
 

Always Being Made New: Celebrating 25 Years of the ELCA! 
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The Adult Education Forum for fall 2013 will be held between worship services at 9:15 a.m. in the 
Sanctuary.  A team of facilitators, including Pastor Brad and Harry Naasz, will lead a 7-week series 
titled “Animate: Bible,” which is newly released from Augsburg SparkHouse.   
 
“Animate: Bible” is a refreshing new take on what the Bible is, how it came to be, and how we should 
read it.  Each topic is written or outlined by a respected theologian to help you explore your knowledge, 
understanding, thoughts, and feelings.  Calendar topics include the following: 
 
Date Topic 
9/15/13 Canon | Mining for the Word – written by Eric Elnes 
9/22/13 History | Parchment to Pixel – written by Phyllis Tickle 
9/29/13 Testaments | One Story, Two Parts – written by Rachel Held Evans 
10/6/13 Gospels | Unexpected Good News – written by Nadia Bolz-Weber 
10/13/13 Genre | Rhythm of the Text – written by Jose Morales 
10/20/13 Interpretation | Scripture Reads Us – written by Will Willimon 
10/27/13 Grace | Love Is the Bottom Line – written by Jay Bakker 
 
Join us for this exciting exploration of the Bible! 
 

Fall 2013 Adult Forum Sessions 

Bible 101 Class for 3rd-6th Graders 

Traditionally, Lord of Love has gifted our 3rd graders with their very own copy of the Bible each fall.  
This year, we have decided to enhance that program.  We invite all 3rd through 6th grade children and 
a parent or mentor to join us for an afternoon of Bible 101!  Bible 101 will be held on September 22 
from 12:00 to 2:00 p.m. 
 

What is Bible 101 you say??  It’s an opportunity to learn about and 
understand the importance of the Bible.  What is it?  Why should I 
read it?  How do I use it?  We will spend the afternoon learning, 
snacking, and having a great time!!  Our hope is that this program 
will enhance the meaning of and use of the Bible for each child 
who participates. 
 
Parents or mentors will be encouraged to take their child’s Bible 
home for personalization from friends, family, Godparents, etc., 
before it is presented to the child.  If you have already received a 
Bible from Lord of Love (4th-6th graders), please bring it with you to 
this session.   
 
Volunteers are encouraged to help with snacks and facilitate 
activities, including crafts, games, and learning sessions.  Contact 
Heather Christensen or Pastor Brad to volunteer. 

 
Register now!  Contact Heather Christensen at heather@lord-of-love.org or 402-415-4571 to save 
your spot 
 
 

Bible 
101 
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Fewer donors than expected gave blood during June and early July, leading the American Red Cross 
to issue an emergency request for donors of all types to give blood.  
 
Lord of Love has responded to the emergency request by hosting a blood drive on August 11, 2013, 
from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  Schedule your appointment online by going to www.redcrossblood.org.  
Our sponsor code is 0092657. If you prefer not to sign up online or have questions, call Paul 
Christenson at 402-510-7104 or Jeri Morgan at 402-415-4976.  
 
The most commonly asked questions are the following:  
 
Q If I have traveled outside the U.S., can I give blood?  
A You cannot give blood for 1 year after visiting a country 

that has high malaria risk. That includes Mexico and 
African nations.  

 
Q How long do I need to wait between blood donations?  
A You are eligible every 56 days to give whole blood.   
 
Q I am on several medications. Can I still give blood?  
A If you are on any type of anticoagulant (blood thinner), 

you cannot give blood. There are a handful of other 
medications that are not allowed. To find out specifically, 
you can go to the Red Cross website and look under the 
eligibility criteria.  

 

Blood Drive at Lord of Love on August 11 

Project Hope is a food pantry located at 4205 Boyd Street.  Lord of Love supports 
Project Hope through regular donations of food and clothing and occasional 
donations of money. 
 
Last year, Project Hope was able to help 17,300 individuals and 7,670 families.  
Individuals receive a large bag of nonperishable food while families receive 2 or 
more bags to help them get through the month.  They also get fresh produce 
along with bread and other items. 
 
Lord of Love will be doing a service project on Sunday, September 8, to help 
support Project Hope.  Please help us as we bag rice and sugar after the 8:00 
and 10:30 a.m. worship services for Project Hope to distribute to people who 
come to them for help. 

 

Project Hope 

http://www.redcrossblood.org/
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What Benefits Do We Receive From Good Stewardship?  by Deb Lund 

In today’s world, it is common to think about what one receives from doing certain things.  “What’s in it 
for me?” Some may indeed ask, “What benefits does one receive from good stewardship?” 
 
It is difficult to answer that question directly, but much comes to mind in considering an answer.  A 
couple of lines from popular hymns guide my response: “We give thee but thine own,” and “the Bible 
tells me so.” 
 
We are to give back to God not because we’ll get something in return, but 
because all that there is and all that we have is really “a trust, oh Lord, from 
thee.”  We are caretakers of all that we have, and are called to return some of 
that back to God—cheerfully and as a thankful response.  Not only are we to 
give back a portion of our gifts, but we are to be good stewards of 100%—
EVERYTHING—every single day.  
 

Continued on the next page 
 
 

RESOURCES 

Thanks to all of you who have so generously 
responded with abundant offerings for our 
summer breakfasts to provide funds for the 
ELCA Malaria Campaign.  As of the end of 
June, nearly $800 was given above the costs of 
the breakfasts.  This will provide much needed 
nets and services to enable people in Africa to 
live longer, healthier lives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Mission Possible Team will soon meet to 
make plans for congregational mission funds 
and special offerings for the coming fall and 
winter months.  Stay tuned for updates! 
 

Mission Possible Update Tanzania Update 

With your generous support, we were able to 
give a graduation gift to Aimbora and Martha: a 
laptop! 
 
But wait, there's more!  Not just one, but three 
laptops were available for Bob Kasworm to 
distribute to our brothers and sisters in 
Tanzania. Two very reliable units were 
donated: one thanks to Janet Guthrie, and 
another from a visitor who heard our plea on 
Sunday and dropped her slightly used college 
laptop at the office.  In addition, we purchased 
a demo model. 
 
But wait, there's MORE!  With the assistance 
of a great contact and friend of Deb Gillespie—
Paul Cremeens, owner of ITECH OMAHA—all 
three computers were  professionally wiped and 
then restored to “as new” (slightly better) 
condition.  WOW!!!! 
 
Thanks for your generous support to our 
ministry in Tanzania! 
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2013 Lord of Love Church Council 
Executive Committee: Brian Lund, President; Kenn Garder, Vice-President; Judy Messerschmidt, Secretary; Barb Haskins, 
Treasurer 
Nurture: Paula Foster, Lori Vandeventer 
Outreach: Mike Klos, Karen Anderson 
Resources: Rex Quadhamer, Paul Concannon 
Worship: Randi VenHuizen, Pat Brewer 

 

When we consider all that we can do to take care of our gifts, including our precious earth and all that 
is here with us in this world, we may react in ways that allow for protecting these blessings and do 
what we can to ensure that others may enjoy such gifts far into the future. 
 
I believe that when we do give back to God what we can, gratefully and gladly, our faith grows, and we 
develop a stronger relationship with God.  This is indeed a wonderful blessing and a fantastic benefit. 
 
Note:  The Stewardship Team looks forward to celebrating our 25 years as the ELCA with our special 
Kickoff Sunday on September 8, “God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday.  You will not want to miss the 
wonderful worship and literally hands-on opportunities that morning after the 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. 
worship services.  See pages 6 and 7 for more details. 
 
 
 

What Benefits Do We Receive From Good Stewardship?, continued 

Our Giving Status  by Barb Haskins, Council Treasurer 

General Fund financial information for June 2013 (our latest  
complete month at this writing) is as follows: 
 Income: $25,012.25 
 Expenses: $23,395.75 
 
While this looks very good, we must also look at the total for the year.  General Fund financial 
information for the year to date (through June 30, 2013) is as follows: 
 Income: $144,608.20 
 Expenses: $155,158.20 
 
We are very grateful for your continued support of our mission here at Lord of Love. 
 

COUNCIL REPORT 
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 From the Council President – August 2013  by Brian Lund, Council President 

Psalm 100 (NRSV)  Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness; come 
into his presence with singing. Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; we are his 
people, and the sheep of his pasture. Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise. Give 
thanks to him, bless his name. For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness 
to all generations. 
 
It is August, and our summer vacation opportunities are quickly shrinking.  It has been a great summer for 
Deb and me with traveling to Southern Colorado and Utah and to our hometown to renew friendships with 
high school classmates in one of our infrequent reunions.  I hope that you have been able to enjoy a 
change in activities, renewal of extended family bonds, and additional time with your immediate family 
during these summer months. 
 
Lord of Love’s ministry has continued through the summer.  Our members have been engaged in Habitat 
for Humanity, quilting, working in our community garden, leading Vacation Bible School, being in fellowship 
and support of one another, and planning our fall activities.  Worship and fellowship continue each week as 
we gather together to sing praise to God, hear his Word, participate in the Lord’s Supper, and share in a 
member-supplied brunch. 
 
Our financial obligations for staff, mission, ministry programs, and upkeep of our property have continued 
as well.  Giving has continued to be strong, but our expenses have exceeded income so far by about 
$10,000, which remains a manageable deficit.  A small increase of $20 to $30 per month per giving unit 
through the end of the year would help us to balance this year’s anticipated expenses.  For our family, that 
is about the cost of one-half a tank of gasoline or maybe one less meal out per month. 
 
Deb and I give of time and money to the church as a response to God’s generous love. Giving to the 
church is not a chore or obligation, but an opportunity to give thanks for God’s good gifts: a loving spouse, 
family and friends, good health, intellect and skills, interests and abilities, the marvelous world in which we 
live, life’s opportunities and challenges, and so many other things.  It is easy to take many of the blessings 
for granted and to focus on the trials that often face us. That happens to me, too.  However, when I take 
time to consider the big picture, I see that God is working in my life through others and me, and I give 
thanks. 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (NRSV)  Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; 
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 
 
For what things are you thankful?  Take a few minutes and think about the many ways that you have been 
blessed.  Then, GIVE THANKS!  
 
Thank you for your continued support of the ministry programs of Lord of Love through your financial gifts 
and sharing of your time and talents.  Your continued faithful commitment to our ministry helps us to 
continue to serve our congregation, community, and beyond. 
 
Please continue to pray for the ELCA, Bishop Hanson, our Nebraska Synod, Bishop Brian Maas, the 
Nebraska Synod staff, Pastor Brad, our staff, our members, our ministry together, and all of those who are 
in need of healing and compassion. 
 
Blessings in faith and service,  
Brian Lund 
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Report from the Promise Keepers National Men’s Conference 

Three men from Lord of Love traveled to Cedar Falls, Iowa, to participate in a 
Promise Keepers event on July 19 and 20.  If you ever have the opportunity to 
attend such a large gathering of believers, you should do so.  It was both soul-
satisfying and stirring to hear the combined voices of over 4,500 men singing 
songs of praise that echoed from the rafters of the arena. 
 
The challenge from the speakers was essentially for men of faith to resume their 
appropriate Bible-based role as spiritual leaders of their family.  The statistical 
evidence is clear.  If the father is regularly involved and active in church 
attendance with the family, over 80% of the children will continue as faithful 
Christians as adults.  If not, that percentage drops to the 20 to 30% range.  
Even as grandfathers, we continue to have a role as mentors and guides.  
 
During his presentation, Coach Bill McCartney (founder of Promise Keepers) emphasized the power of 
being in the Word daily and the power of prayer.  He reviewed several specific things God promises to 
do in return, including answering prayer, protecting and strengthening the believer, and providing gifts 
of the Spirit.  When McCartney issued the challenge to the assembled men to be in the Word daily 
from now on, virtually every man present rose to accept that challenge. 
 
Larry Acosta’s presentation was on the value and importance of having a Band of Brothers for both 
support and to hold each other accountable.  (Men’s breakfast, anyone?)  It was gratifying to see at 
the end of his presentation when he asked everyone 30 and younger to assemble in front of the stage.  
The entire area in front very quickly filled, as did both large aisles leading to the stage.  We have 
become accustomed to seeing mostly gray and balding heads at many men’s events like this.  The 
challenge was issued to these young men to begin to move into leadership roles within their churches 
and to the older men to provide mentoring and guidance in this transition.   
 
It is clear that Christianity and Christian values are under attack in this country.  The time for men of 
faith, and specifically for men of Lord of Love, to wake up and become engaged in turning back this 
tide of lawlessness and Godlessness has come.  Will you be there? 
 

Men’s Softball 

The men of Lord of Love are playing softball on Monday nights at Kelley Softball complex (124th and 
Fort Streets) on Field 4.  Field 4 is one of the four fields at the end of the drive.   
 
So far, we have won 3 of 11 games, with 4 more to play. We have also had two strained leg muscles, 
two skinned legs, and one cut chin (5 stitches).  All are welcome to come and cheer for the 1-hour-long 
games and join us for pizza after 6:30 p.m. games.  Listed below are the game times for August.  If 
you have questions, contact Don Rowen at 402-965-8977. 
 
August 5 ............. 8:30 p.m. 
August 12 ........... Playoff Day 1: Time to be determined 
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Men’s Ministry—WWYD  [What Would You Do?] 

Luke 18:35-41a   35As he drew near to Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging.  
36And hearing a crowd going by, he inquired what this meant.  37They told him, “Jesus of Nazareth is 
passing by.”  38And he cried out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”  39And those who were in 
front rebuked him, telling him to be silent.  But he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on 
me!”  40And Jesus stopped and commanded him to be brought to him.  And when he came near, he 
asked him, 41“What do you want me to do for you?” 
 
If you are reading this, I suspect you have a personal relationship with Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of 
Man and Son of God.  And if you do, I suspect you actively try to not let the cares of the world 
separate you unduly from your relationship with the Lord Jesus.  I also suspect that in times of 
introspection and meditation, you value that which is eternal and which cannot be seen over that 
which can be seen and which is transient.   
 
Becoming a Christian does not protect one from worldly troubles.  It does not guarantee good health, 
nor a well-paying and rewarding job, nor esteem in the community, nor good grades at school, nor a 
harmonious marriage, nor a trouble-free car or house.  At times, there are things in life that one would 
rather not have to deal with, and things that are not present that one would rather like to acquire.  So 
what, I wonder, would be my knee-jerk answer if I suddenly found myself face-to face with the Risen 
Savior and the words, “What do you want me to do for you?”   
 
We know what the blind man sitting by the roadside begging chose: 
 
Luke 18:41b-43   He said, “Lord, let me recover my sight.”  42And Jesus said to him, “Recover your 
sight; your faith has made you well.”  43And immediately he recovered his sight and followed him, 
glorifying God.  And all the people, when they saw it, gave praise to God. 
 
One can certainly sympathize with the blind man asking to recover his sight.  Doubtless the signs and 
wonders performed by Christ during his earthly ministry—the blind see; the lame walk; the leper 
cleansed; the dead raised—glorified God the Father and convinced many to follow Jesus, proclaiming 
him the Messiah.   
 
But what would you do?  In the face of need and suffering in this life would you—like one who just let 
a genie out of a bottle—ask for worldly things?  Wealth?  Power?  Long life with robust health?  One 
could certainly be forgiven for choosing thus, especially while telling oneself it was to the glory of God.   
But what would be the more excellent way?  To ask him for 
treasure in heaven?  To ask for him to increase your faith 
so that mighty works could be done through you?  Or to 
increase your humility?  Or your love for God and your 
neighbor?   
 
I think I know how I would respond.  What would you do?   
 
Just food for thought or discussion—not unlike the 
discussions that routinely occur among the men on a 
Saturday morning after a hearty breakfast. . . .   
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Gather  Bible Study Retreat Ladies Coffee 
Fellowship 

Ladies, you’re 
invited to join coffee 
fellowship at Crane 
Coffee, 77th and 
Cass Streets, on 
Fridays, August 2, 
16, and 30 at 
8:00 a.m. 
 

Hot cinnamon rolls and beverages will be ready at 8:45 a.m. for 
the Gather Bible study half-day retreat at the home of Deb Lund, 
4720 N. 136th Street, on Saturday, August 10. One of three 
Bible studies will be held each hour starting at 9:00 a.m. All 
women are invited; you do not need to be a participant in the 
Gather monthly Bible studies to come. 
 
All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly, written by Audrey Riley, is the 
theme of the study. Every one of the four gospels tells us about 
the crowd that follows Jesus out to the countryside, and when  

evening comes around, they’re hungry. Jesus tells the disciples, “You give 
them something to eat.” Is Jesus talking to us?  The three-part session is 
“Hungry Hearts” (Matthew 14:13-16; “Do We Have Enough?” (Mark 6:32-37a), 
and “All Ate and Were Filled” (Luke 9:10-13a).  The studies are available for 
download at http://www.womenoftheelca.org/2013-summer-study-pages-
121.php. 
  
Please bring a salad for the noon luncheon. 
Following the luncheon, around 1:00 p.m., there will 
be rehearsal for special music at church the next 
day. If you cannot attend the retreat but would like 
to sing Sunday, please join us for rehearsal. 
 

Women’s 
Ministry Team 

The Women’s 
Ministry Team will 
meet on 
Wednesday, 
August 14, at 
6:00 p.m. in the Mary 
Room.  All women 
are invited to 
participate in this 
work session. A light 
meal will be served. 
 

Men’s Ministry—Things We Know for Sure 

 Breakfast will be served at Lord of Love on Saturdays at 7:00 a.m. 
 The fellowship of Godly Men is available at Lord of Love on Saturdays at 7:00 a.m. 
 Insightful discussion of topics Biblical and spiritual occurs at Lord of Love on Saturdays at 7:00 a.m. 
 Relationships with men and God are strengthened at Lord of Love on Saturdays at 7:00 a.m. 
 Memories to treasure are being made at Lord of Love on Saturdays at 7:00 a.m. 
 The men of Lord of Love can not only cook, but they also can clean up and put the kitchen back in 

order with hearts of joyful service. 
 Many men of Lord of Love continue to miss an opportunity to be physically and spiritually nourished in a 

friendly, fun, and supportive atmosphere. 
 
The invitation stands to all men—both young and old—of Lord of Love:  Gather around the table and start 
your weekend off right.  You will be welcomed.  As always, if you have any questions, feel free to ask any 
of the Usual Suspects—we’re easy to find.  We’re the ones who look well-fed and full of wisdom. 
 

WOMEN OF LOVE 

http://www.womenoftheelca.org/2013-summer-study-pages-121.php
http://www.womenoftheelca.org/2013-summer-study-pages-121.php
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Nebraska Synodical Women’s Organization Convention 

How would you like to save $15.00? It’s easy—just mail your registration 
for the NSWO convention by August 10! The NSWO convention will be 
held September 20-22 at the Holiday Inn Convention Center in Kearney, 
NE. The registration fee is $90, which covers three meals on Saturday 
and Sunday breakfast. After August 10, the registration fee is $105.00. 
Registration forms are available on the W/ELCA bulletin board between 
the Sunday School supply room and the nursery. 
 
Those attending will need to make their own room reservations by calling the Kearney Holiday Inn at 
1-308-237-5971. Ask for the Women of the ELCA convention rate ($79.95 plus tax per day). The 
deadline for that rate is August 21. 
 
The featured speaker is Anita Gutschick—interesting name, interesting lady. She is an actress, retreat 
leader, and speaker at Christian gatherings. She will give three presentations. The convention starts 
with Friday afternoon workshops and continues until Sunday noon. Also participating are Bishop Maas 
and Jenny Michaels, president of the Church-wide Women’s Organization. Pastor Renae Johnson will 
serve as convention pastor. Simone Weber is the convention musician, and she and her group will 
offer a musical program for Saturday evening.  
 

Bringing items to benefit Nebraska Synod Serving Arms is a traditional part of the 
NSWO convention. This year, churches are asked to donate items for our Silent 
Auction. Our goal is to raise $1025.00 for Table Grace Café. If each unit donates one 
item, we can easily reach that. You are encouraged to both donate an item and to 
come prepared to shop. The bids for each item will start at $25.00. Just think, you 
could be getting some early Christmas shopping done. Ideas for the auction include 
themed baskets, tickets to sports events or performances, restored items, and 
handcrafted items.  

 
Another shopping opportunity—Tanzanian Treasures—will offer fabric, baskets, jewelry, and carved 
animals. This is a ministry sponsored by the Women of the ELCA of St. Matthew’s in Omaha. The 
proceeds from their sales will go to the NSWO Vision Fund.  
 
The Servant Room has been a convention tradition for several years. It is an area 
set aside for a hands-on project that will be completed during the convention. This 
year, we will be making tied fleece blankets to be shared all across Nebraska 
through Lutheran Family Services. Each unit is asked to donate the two 
coordinating pieces of fleece needed for one blanket. Each piece should be two 
yards long with gender-neutral prints—attractive and colorful. The blankets will be 
consecrated during the closing worship service on Sunday morning.   
 
Other exciting things will be part of the convention. You will be refreshed, uplifted, 
and spiritually filled by the time you leave. Any questions? Please talk to Val 
Florea, Randi VenHuizen, or Ruth Manning. 
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2013-2014 Gather Bible Study 

Women are the least likely to take time for themselves. We drain our cups dry and fail to take time to refill 
them. We’re offering you an opportunity to “fill your cup” by taking a couple of hours a month to join one of 
the two groups of women who get together from September through May to use the Bible studies in the 
Gather magazine. The groups meet at the Old Country Buffet at 145th and West Center Road on the first 
Monday of the month, or in the Mary Room at Lord of Love on the first Wednesday of the month unless 
otherwise announced. Both groups meet at 6:00 p.m. 
 
In Good Company: Stories of Biblical Women is the theme of the 2013-2014 
Bible study series. Bible study author Kay Ward, a bishop in The Moravian 
Church, has invited nine women from the Old Testament, several from the New 
Testament, and a handful of women she knows to stop in for a visit. They will be 
companions with us each month, long enough for us to get to know them and to 
also get to know ourselves a bit better. Their stories will draw us into Bible study, 
worship with the Psalms, and opportunities to tell our own stories. 
 
Ward was elected to be a bishop in the Moravian Unity in 1998, the first woman to be chosen in its 
550 years of history. She has served as a parish pastor and, in 2006, retired as professor and administrator 
of Moravian Theological Seminary in Bethlehem, PA.  
 
Company’s coming! 
 
Gather, the magazine of Women of the ELCA, offers a mix of articles, theological reflections, devotions, and stories of 
comfort and challenge that help readers grow in faith and engage in ministry and action. Gather is published 10 times 
a year with combined issues in January/February and July/August. Only $15 a year - See more at: 
http://www.womenoftheelca.org/gather-magazine-pages-49.php#sthash.0kvNc12t.dpuf. 
 
 
 Dates to Remember 

August 
2 8:00 a.m. Coffee Fellowship, Crane Coffee, 77th and Cass 
5 6:00 p.m. Gather Bible Study, Old Country Buffet,  

145th and West Center Road 
6 9:00 a.m. Quilters, Fellowship Hall 
7  No Gather Bible Study 
10 8:45 a.m. Gather Bible Study half-day retreat and potluck  

salad luncheon, Deb Lund’s home 
14 6:00 p.m. Ministry Team Meeting, Mary Room 
16 8:00 a.m. Coffee Fellowship, Crane Coffee, 77th and Cass 
20 9:00 a.m. Quilters, Fellowship Hall 
30 8:00 a.m. Coffee Fellowship, Crane Coffee, 77th and Cass 
 
Looking Ahead 
September 20-22, 2013 NSWO Convention, Holiday Inn, Kearney, NE 
October 20, 2013 Fall Festival Dinner and Program 
July 22-24, 2014 Ninth Triennial Convention of the Women of the ELCA, Charlotte, NC 
July 24-27, 2014 Ninth Triennial Gathering of the Women of the ELCA, Charlotte, NC 
 
 

http://www.womenoftheelca.org/gather-magazine-pages-49.php#sthash.0kvNc12t.dpuf
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Our next Youth Group event for ALL youth grades 7-12 will be on Sunday, August 11.  Join us for 
Wacky Water Day! 
 
Serve Summer Breakfast after worship from about 9:45 to 11:00 a.m.  Breakfast prep is Saturday, 
August 10 from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m. if you want to help. 
 
Join us for Wacky Water Day from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the 
backyard at Lord of Love.  We will enjoy all things water: water games, 
water balloons, water slides, water colors, water basketball, 
watermelon....  
 
Bring your beach towels, water toys, and appropriate water wear for 
an afternoon of fun!   
  
Contact Heather Christensen for more information or to VOLUNTEER 
at heather@lord-of-love.org or 402-415-4571. 
 

The Youth Group recently met over at the Messerschmidt home for some summer fun!  Fourteen 
youth gathered to roast hot dogs, devour S’mores, and eat chips, and more chips, and did you know 
that kids like chips???  We had a great time playing games indoors and out and just spending time 
together.  We’d all like to thank our gracious hosts, the Messerschmidt family.  Thank you for opening 
your home and throwing a great gathering!! 
 

July Youth Event Recap 

The Senior High Youth will have a new 
opportunity for Wednesday night study!  
Explore your faith through education, 
conversation, and reflection.   
 
We will begin our study using the “Animate: 
Faith” series.  Sessions explore the following 
faith topics: God, Religion, Jesus, Salvation, the 
Cross, the Bible, and Church.   
 
We encourage all 9-12 graders to join us 
Wednesdays from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. beginning 
September 11! 
 
 

Senior High Wednesday Night Study Senior High Mission Trip in 2014 

In the summer of 2014, senior high youth will 
have an opportunity to participate in a 
Workcamp Mission Trip!  We are taking the 
youth to Hamilton, Ohio, on June 15-21, 2014.  
To participate, we need to register our group by 
September 30, 2013.  The cost will be 
approximately $500 per person.  Fundraising 
opportunities will be supported. 
 
We need to know who is interested in 
attending!  A meeting will be announced soon 
to provide additional information and 
registration materials.  Watch for more details 
to come!!   
 
 

Wacky Water Day on Sunday, August 11 
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In Our Prayers 

Love Notes 

If you would like to add a name to the In Our Prayers section of The Love Letter, please contact the office at 
402.493.2946, send an email to marylou@lord-of-love.org, or fill out a prayer request note available in the narthex and 
place it in the basket.  Please help keep this list current by informing us when a name can be removed.  Thanks! 

Diana Baker (friend of the Thoms) 
Chris Beckman (friend of Jane Gehringer) 
Dick Bell 
Jan Davis-Hughes (aunt of Paula Foster) 
Claire Foral (friend of Dave and Lisa Rieff) 
Nick Gehrig (grandson of the Schuchards) 
Mike Gillotte (neighbor of Bill and Karen Pickens) 
Wyatt Nathaniel Hansen (infant grandson of Delina 

Wiater) 
Cheryl Jones (friend of Nancy Shinrock) 
Jude Konvalina 
Donna Lueders (mother of Dave Lueders) 
Lisa Lueders (sister-in-law of Dave Lueders) 
Jim Mahler (brother of Jane Hawkins) 
Marj Mahler (mother of Jane Hawkins) 
Debbie Michalak (co-worker of Jackie Combes) 
Brenda Nobles (friend of Gwen Edwards) 
Karen Pickens 
David Pippin (nephew of Lynda McGraw) 
Judy Quest (friend of Jane Gehringer) 
Kelly Schroeder and her son Isaac Schroeder 
Jill Sheridan (sister-in-law of Rebecca Lund 

Sheridan) 

Nancy Smith (friend of Marilyn Thomsen) 
Ron and Brenda Thom 
Roslynn Thom (sister of Ron Tom) 
Bill Wallway (uncle of Kenn Garder) 
Ted Whitfield (former co-worker of Brian Shinrock) 
Jeff Wise (friend of the Thoms) 
 
Those deployed around the world: 
Kelvin 
Veronica Barnes and her fiancé Jake Harmon 
Jesse Kinney 
Jeff Teton 
 
Those who suffer with depression 
Children waiting to be adopted & those seeking 

to adopt 
Men’s servant ministry 
Stephen Ministers and their care receivers 
Those seeking employment 
Those who mourn 
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Return Service Requested 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Articles for The Love Letter can be submitted to the editor, Kim Gust, in the Love Letter mailbox at church or by 
email at loveletter@lord-of-love.org.  Articles must be received by the Love Letter editor by the 20th of the month. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

This Month 

August 10 Women’s Gather Bible study 
retreat and potluck salad 
luncheon 

 
August 11 Blood Drive 
 Blessing of the Backpacks 
 Youth Group Wacky Water Day 
 
August 14 Chancel Choir party 
 
August 26 First day of LOL Preschool 
 
August 28 Chancel Choir rehearsals begin 
 

September 8 Kickoff Sunday; God’s Work, 
Our Hands Sunday; and 
Potluck Lunch 

 
September 22 Bible 101 class for 3-6 graders 
 
October 20 Fall Festival 
 
December 14 Dress Rehearsal for Sunday 

School Christmas Program 
 
December 15 Sunday School Christmas 

Program at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Upcoming Events 

The Love Letter 

10405 Fort Street 
Omaha, NE 68134-1298 

Mission Statement:  Celebrating and sharing God’s love in a welcoming community of faith, 
while serving others. 
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