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A Look Ahead 

Let’s face it – this is not going to be an easy month for us here at 
Lord of Love. But there is still some good news and exciting events 
to share in this issue. 
 
The Annual Meeting will be Feb. 8 at 11:30 a.m. Lent begins a 
couple weeks later with Ash Wednesday worship on the evening of 
Feb. 18. 
 
On Feb. 28, the Garder’s have generously opened their home for 
an adult social. Plan to come and relax and have fun. 
 
Parents of middle schoolers, check out page 8 for some details on 
the youth gathering in Grand Island last month. It was a great time 
for a great group of kids, according to Ms. Heather!  
 
And lastly, remember that if you have a favorite recipe to share, 
please send to me for possible inclusion in the Letter Letter! 
 
 

Lord of Love Lutheran Church ● 10405 Fort Street ● Omaha, NE 68134 

The Love Letter 
Volume 51 February 2015 

Mission Statement: Celebrating and sharing God’s love in a welcoming 
community of faith, while serving others. 
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Many years ago, when leaving my internship 

congregation in Haysville, Indiana, I was 

given a book entitled, “Running through the 

Thistles.” The book spoke about how leaving 

a place of ministry, or any job, is difficult and 

challenging when you’ve developed 

relationships with its members. Our first 

instinct is to quickly run away to avoid the 

feelings of grief and sadness. But as painful as 

it is to face the sadness, it is important to 

experience it. 

 

I remember running through a thistle patch 

once. I don’t remember whose bright idea that 

was, but I do remember feeling the scrapes 

and scratches running across my legs. 

Afterwards I sat down to painstakingly remove 

each of the thistles from my socks and pants. 

It was painful, but once it was over, I was 

alright.  

 

 

“Running through the Thistles” means that as 

changes are made in our lives, it may be 

painful as we go through it, but in the end it 

will be alright. The next couple of weeks will 

be filled with moments of sadness, but on the 

other end of it, we will all be alright. God will 

provide the strength for each day and the 

vision for the years ahead. 

 

Amidst the sadness, Heidi and I express our 

extreme gratitude to Lord of Love for the past 

four years. We’ve been blessed by your faith 

journeys, your musical talents, by your 

compassion and care for one another, and 

your continued outreach to those in need. God 

has blessed Lord of Love with a heart for 

mission and we know that God will continue 

to lead the ministry of Lord of Love! 

 

With grateful hearts! 

 

Pastor Brad and Heidi 

 

 

 

 

Pastor’s Page, by Pastor Brad Meyer 
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Lord of Love’s Worship Servants 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 February 1 February 8 February 15 February 22 

Greeter(s) 

8  a.m. Ed & Marjorie Keiser Roger & Angie Meyer Volunteers Wayne & Joan Witt 

10:30 a.m. Art Behnkie 

Gary Ramsay 

Tom & Beth Olson Lynda McGraw 

EJ Shaner 

Kathy Christiansen  

Debra Gillespie 

Liturgist 

8 a.m. Paul Christenson Jesse Brewer Heather Hansen Matt Willard 

10:30 a.m. Don Rowen Lori Vandeventer Rett Messerschmidt Claudia Rowen 

Communion Servers 

8 a.m. Brian & Connie 
Walther 

Edwards family Brandon Hansen 

Bill Baker 

Lisa Willard 

Jackie Combes 

10:30 a.m. Claudia Rowen & 
Anne Yarger 

Vandeventer family Messerschmidt family Paul & Ann Kroll 

Altar Care 

8 a.m. Wayne & Joan Witt Angie Meyers Caroline Stephenson Brewer family 

10:30 a.m. Deb Quadhamer 

Judy Messerschmidt 

Diana Haye 

Marcia Roads 

Debra Gillespie 

Karen Armitage 

Brenda Mac & Rosie 
Avalos 

Ushers 

8 a.m. Joe, Josh & Jason Combes and Dale & Karen Finck 

10:30 a.m. Dave & Adam Lueders, Lynnette Nore & Chris Boarts 

Nursery 

10:30 a.m. Anne Yarger  Lisa Rieff Ashley Meier 

Recording 

 Pat Brewer Paul Christenson Dave Lueders Paul Murphy 

Donut Pick Up and Clean Up 

Pick-up 

 

Clean-up 
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NURTURE 
 

 

 

Save the Date for Vacation Bible School! 

VBS is coming: June 8 – 12, 5:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
 
Dinner and programming volunteers will be needed. More details to  
come soon. 
 
For questions, contact Heather Christensen at Heather@lord-of-love.org 
 
 

 

Lenten Worship 

Ash Wednesday is Feb. 18, with service at 7 p.m.  
 
Lenten services will take place at 7 p.m. Wednesdays thereafter. 
 

 

Adult Fun Night at the Garders’ 

Please join us on Saturday, Feb. 28 at 6:30 p.m. for an 
evening of food, beverages, games, and fellowship. We 
are all due for a fun night with our Lord of Love family, so 
please bring your favorite appetizers or snacks to 
share. If you have a preferred beverage or game, you 
are welcome to bring that as well. We will post a sign-up 
sheet to get some idea of numbers, but feel free to join 
us even if you forget to sign up.   
 
Kenn and Shari live at 4605 N. 93rd St. Go east from church on Fort St. to 93rd, turn south (right) 
and continue about 6 blocks to the corner of 93rd and Meredith. Ours is the white house on the 
northeast corner. If you have any questions, feel free to call us at 402-573-8689. See you then! 
 

mailto:Heather@lord-of-love.org
tel:402-573-8689
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Mission Possible Update, by Deb Lund 

Thanks so much to everyone who so generously gave to the special Thanksgiving, Advent, and 
Christmas offerings. Just over $4700 was received.  Two thirds of that amount will go to support the 
ELCA Lutheran Disaster Response and 1/3 will go to the NE Synod Disaster Response (Pilger). 
 
The Mission Possible Team met to revise the annual congregational survey and to discuss how to 
designate the special Lent and Easter offerings. We decided to support the Lord of Love Youth 
attending the 2015 ELCA Youth Gathering and one of the giving focuses at the Youth Gathering--the 
ELCA World Hunger’s Walk for Water. This program supports water projects around the world and 
provides water for drinking, growing crops, sanitation; and ongoing maintenance and training for 
healthier families and stronger economies. See more at www.elca.org/Resources/ELCA-World-Hunger 
 

Lutheran Disaster Response: Drought in Central America, by Megan Brandsrud (elca.org) 

Cattle have died and crops have been greatly diminished 
in a drought across Central America that is recorded as 
the region's worst in the last 30 years. The drought has 
impacted more than 2.5 million people across the region. 
Countries that are feeling deep impacts of this drought 
include El Salvador, Honduras and Nicaragua, where 
crops are either completely depleted or prices for grains 
have increased so significantly that many families cannot 
afford to purchase them.  The drought is causing concerns 
for food security and livelihoods. 
 
Lutheran Disaster Response, working with Lutheran 
World Federation, is assisting in early recovery and 
livelihood restoration through these initiatives: 
 
Family garden plots will be installed to assist hundreds 
of families in El Salvador, Honduras and Nicaragua. The  
garden plots will be used in areas where yield is ensured, so families have access to food without 
having to worry about high costs. 
 
Farm plots: In Honduras and Nicaragua, farm plots will be implemented in areas for corn and bean 
production, using short-cycle (native) varieties to ensure yield during the short rainy season. 
 
Micro-irrigation systems: Water supply systems will be established to support family gardens and 
farm plots in Honduras, El Salvador and Nicaragua. 
 
Training workshops: In order to establish the projects listed above, training workshops will be 
provided to ensure success. We will continue to walk with and pray for our brothers and sisters in 
Central America. If you would like to support Lutheran Disaster Response's work in Central America, 
please visit the Lutheran Disaster Response giving page. See more at: www.elca.org/News-and-
Events/blogs/ELCALutheranDisasterResponse/282#sthash.4bdvIIzs.dpuf 

 

(Pictured: Bernardo Anastasio Hernández, a 
cattle farmer, stands on the dry river bed of the 
Río Grande at San Francisco Libre in 
Nicaragua. Credit: ACT Alliance/Sean Hawkey) 

 

http://www.elca.org/Resources/ELCA-World-Hunger
http://www.elca.org/News-and-Events/blogs/ELCALutheranDisasterResponse/282#sthash.4bdvIIzs.dpuf
http://www.elca.org/News-and-Events/blogs/ELCALutheranDisasterResponse/282#sthash.4bdvIIzs.dpuf
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Save the Dates – Youth Events 

Easter Breakfast and Youth Fundraiser:  
Sunday, April 5  
  
As is tradition, the Youth will host an Easter 
breakfast for the congregation and guests 
between services on Easter Sunday. This will be 
a free-will offering meal and proceeds will go to 
the youth fund for their general ministry 
expenses. Delicious fare will be served including 
gluten free options.  See you there.  

Annual Fundraising Garage Sale:  
Saturday, April 25 

 
Finding that you have too much stuff cluttering 
up your space?  Start saving those unused items 
for donation to the annual church garage sale!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We will collect items the week of April 19. 
Proceeds be used for those youth attending the 
National Youth Gathering in Detroit in July. So 
start saving up so that we have lots of treasures 
to sell! 
 

Notes from Ms. Heather 

Bulletin Board Updates: Check out the Youth Bulletin Board for news and updates! We have our spring 
calendar published and some photos of recent activities. We have amazing youth in our church family!  
We are very proud of them and their many accomplishments and loving spirits.  
LordOfLoveYouthRock# 
  
Footnote: As a youth ministry person, you try to be hip and cool 
and relate with the kids. I have tried to emulate what I have seen 
others do very successfully. At times I have great success!  
Perhaps this is because I am a cool Pastor’s sister. At other times 
I endure epic fails!  Perhaps this is because I am my father’s 
daughter and as cool as he is.    
 
Out of these epic fails come lasting memories and inside jokes. So 
today I do know that the “pound sign” is a “hash tag” that goes at 
the beginning of a notation – but it’s way more fun to remind my 
youth that I’m still cool# and thatIlovethem# - so, you will see me 
put the pound sign in the wrong spot on purpose because it makes 
me laugh and them roll their eyes.  So in case you were 
wondering…there you go. I love working with the youth! 
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The Vine:  I am the vine, you are the branches.  Those who abide in me and I in them bear 
much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.  John 15:5 

 
Miss Heather and 7 youth attended the Nebraska Synod’s Middle School Gathering in Grand Island 
January 17 and 18. We had a blast! We rode in a big van that gave us plenty of room for the multitude 
of snacks that we packed for the trip. 
  
We arrived in Grand Island safely and attended the 
opening ceremony and worship. We were introduced 
to the theme for the weekend and the main speaker, 
AGAPE’, who is a hip-hop musician with a message. 
There was a lot of singing, dancing, and a bit of 
rapping. His was message was about God’s 
abounding love, and how we are called to go out and 
share God’s love: to not pass judgment, to sprinkle 
sunshine. 
 
We had the opportunity to go into the community to 
sprinkle some sunshine and “sonshine.” We went to 
Golden Living Retirement Center and played games 
with the residents. The kids did a great job interacting 
with the residents. Afterwards we stopped for a bit of 
ice cream while we did our devotions and talked about 
the experience.   
 
The remainder of the afternoon, we had several 
workshop experiences to participate in. They focused 
on the Vine theme: “Planting Seeds” focused on 
prayer experiences; “Growing Roots” on connecting 
with each other through teamwork, games, and 
music; and “Harvesting Fruits” focused on sharing our 
faith stories.  We explored that it is through God that 
we find our ability to do all things.  
 
Sunday morning we drove to Hastings and worshiped 
at Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. It was 
pretty cool to find out that Jessica Yarger’s mom, 
Anne, had been baptized there as an infant.   
 
We also received a gift from the women of the church, a pocket prayer shawl: a small crocheted or knitted 
square that we can put in our pocket or purse, backpack, desk, etc. for when we need a God hug on the 
go. This was such a nice gesture and made us feel so very welcome in their worship service. 
 
We closed the Middle School Gathering with a meaningful wrap-up, some takeaways and lots of fun 
memories and closer friendships. Everyone had a great time and we look forward to next year’s event! 
 
 

NE Synod Middle School Gathering was the Bomb!  By Heather Christensen 
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2015 Lord of Love Church Council 

Vision and Coordination: Brian Walther, President; Dave Hild, Vice-President; Judy Messerschmidt, Secretary; Jackie 
Combes, Treasurer 

Nurture: Caroline Stevenson and Lisa Willard 

Outreach: Mardi Fiske and Scott Reinhardt 

Resources: Craig Pennell and Bill Quackenbush 

Worship: Heather Hansen and Joan Witt 

 

General Fund Financial Information for December 2014: 
Actual Income: $37,533.50 
Actual Expenses: $26,230.27 

 
General Fund Financial Information for 2014: 
 Actual Income: $332,898.39 
 Actual Expenses: $325,111.61 
 
As reported in the November Love Letter, our available cash as of Oct. 31 was short more than ($23,000). 
By Nov. 30, the deficit was reduced by more than half as the available cash was short ($10,891). During 
December, offerings again surpassed projected giving every Sunday except one! Because of this, the 
available cash deficit was reduced to ($1645.48) at the end of the year. Thank you to everyone who 
made this difference as we head into 2015. 

Giving Status 

Stewardship, by Pastor Brad 

It is usually pretty easy to look back at our accomplishments over the past year and celebrate all that 
happened. The challenge is to look ahead to where God will lead a congregation or an individual in their 
faith journey. So for 2015, look ahead and challenge yourself in these three ways: 
 
Find your passion – find something at church or in the community that you can support with your time 
and resources. There are multiple ways that God uses us. Be open to where God calls you. If you are 
passionate about what you do, it is a pleasure and not a chore. 
 
Saying “yes” to opportunities for ministry – this means that when asked to assist, help out, or lead, 
that you step out of your comfort zone and try it. This can be frightening for many, but you might be 
amazed to discover the care and support of those around you to help you succeed. 
 
Challenge yourself to give financially - as a blessed people of God we are asked to respond with our 
time and talent. Giving financial support to any organization, church, or cause enables them to 
accomplish great things. For your church to continue and expand its ministry, it needs your support. 
Looking ahead we can see great things for Lord of Love. Spend time in prayer asking God to lead you, 
and then respond by saying, “Use me.” 
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News and Updates 

Be a Secret Angel 

We’d love to have you join our secret angel 
program. The purpose of “secret angels” is on the 
registration forms available at the Information 
Center in the narthex. Sign-up deadline is Feb. 
1 and assignments will be distributed on Feb. 8, 
just in time to send a valentine! 
 

WOMEN OF LOVE 
 

All men have a standing invitation to join the men’s breakfast group, which 
continues on Saturday mornings. The group will start a new study about Grace 
in February. Breakfast is at 7 a.m. and the discussion typically wraps up around 
8 a.m. Come for the fun and stay for the food…  
 
The men who travelled to Lincoln for the Nebraska Lutheran Men in Mission 
gathering all had a positive experience. Also, the group is always looking for 
ideas for activities and service projects. Contact Ron Thom or Paul Christenson.  

 

 

Women’s Ministry Team 

You are invited to attend the women’s ministry 
team planning session on the second 
Wednesday of each month. We will meet at 6 
p.m. in the Mary Room on Feb. 11. 
 

Lutheran Women of Omaha will meet Tuesday, 
February 10, 2015 at noon at Kountze Memorial 
Lutheran Church, 2650 Farnam St. The guest 
speaker is Stacy Lerner talking on her 
experiences in Viet Nam. The monetary project 
is for the Kountze Food Pantry.  
 
Cost of the luncheon is $6. Please make your 
reservations with Ruth Manning at 402-451-0221 
by Sunday, Feb. 8. 
 

Lutheran Women of Omaha 

Crane Coffee Fellowship 

Yes, we will drink coffee in 2015! Enjoy the 
ladies’ coffee fellowship at Crane Coffee, 
77th and Cass at 8 a.m. on Friday, February 6 & 
20. All ladies are invited for food and 
conversation. 
 

Find the February Bible study in the combined 
January/February issue of Gather magazine. 
Continuing with the “being made new” theme, 
Session 6 focuses on “Making Conversation 
Last.” The theme verses are Acts 8:38-49: “He 
commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, 
Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, 
and Philip baptized him. When they came up out 
of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip 
away; the eunuch saw him no more and went on 
his way rejoicing.” 
 
The Monday group will meet at 6 p.m. on Feb. 2 
at the Oakview Mall Village Inn. The Wednesday 
group meets at 6 p.m. on Feb. 4 in the Mary Room 
at church. All women are invited. You do not need 
to commit to the full 9-month study; just attend 
whenever you can. 
  
 

 

  

Gather Bible Study 
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February 2, 6 p.m. Gather Bible Study, Village Inn, 3304 S.143rd Pl. 
February 3, 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. Quilters, Fellowship Hall 
February 4, 6 p.m. Gather Bible Study, Mary Room 
February 6, 8 a.m. Crane Coffee Fellowship 
February 11, 6 p.m. Ministry Team, Mary Room 
February 17, 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. Quilters, Fellowship Hall 
February 20, 8 a.m. Crane Coffee Fellowship 
  

 

After enjoying a January “spring” and winter returning all in the  
same week, sometimes we want to hunker down at home. So 
join us for some fun and laughs on March 21, 2015.   
 
Lord of Love women is hosting Joy Johnson for an inspiring time. 
Joy Johnson is a nationally known author and presenter. Along  
with her late husband, Dr. Marv Johnson, she cofounded two  
nonprofits in Omaha: the Centering Corporation and Ted E. Bear 
Hollow.  
 
Centering Corporation is America’s oldest and largest 
bereavement resource center and Ted E. Bear Hollow is  
Omaha’s center for grieving children. After writing or editing more
than 100 books and articles about grief, Joy wrote her first novel 
called The Burned Out Old Broads at Table 12. 
Since her novel, she has made hundreds of presentations at  
libraries, churches, book clubs, and gathering places for  
“seasoned women.” “The BOOB Girls” series chronicles the adventures, 
mysteries and comedies of a group of widows from Meadow Lakes Retirement Community and will  
make you laugh out loud. There are fan clubs, and countless bonding moments: 
the kind of bonds that only women know how to make. There’s always room for one more at Table 12! 
 
Joy lives in Omaha and has three children and six grandchildren. She is an Iowa girl, 
from a little town called Creston. She graduated from Creighton University. Her joy is writing BOOB Girl 
books and talking with fans and readers. 
 
The event will start at 9 a.m. and cost is $5.  After Joy speaks, the women’s ministry team will share an 
update and highlight future events for 2015. 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

Dates to Remember 

Joy Johnson, author of “The BOOB Girls” Series 
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LOVE NOTES 
 

 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 If you would like to add a name to the In Our Prayers section, please contact the office at 

402.493.2946, send an email to marylou@lord-of-love.org, or fill out a prayer request  
note available in the narthex and place it in the basket. 

Please help keep this list current by informing us when a name can be removed. Thanks! 

Chris Beckman (friend of Jane Gehringer) 
Dick Bell 
Connie Bennett (cousin of Karen Armitage)  
Syd Brinkman, Allyson & Tom Conhartoski, 
Brenda Nobles (friends and relatives of Gwen 
Edwards) 
Patricia Connolly (friend of the Thoms) 
Ken Gustafson (husband of Mary Lou) 
Jim Hansen & Antoinette Anania (uncle & 
cousin of Deb Lund) 
Vicky Hays (friend of Ann Kroll) 
Mary Howard (friend of Carol Novak) 
Matt Kreikimeier (friend of Brenda Mac) 
Glenna Lee 
Lisa Lueders (sister-in-law of Dave Lueders) 
Debbie Michalak (former co-worker of Jackie 
Combes) 
Mark Miller 
Charles Meyer (father of Pr. Brad) 
Ken Lineweaver (Aaron Edwards’ Papa)  
Don St. Ours (brother-in-law of Lynda McGraw) 
Cynthia Palmer (friend of Dave & Lisa Rieff) 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

Isaac Schroeder 
Jill Sheridan (sister-in-law of Rebecca Lund 
Sheridan) 
Brian Shinrock 
Georgene Sones (mother of Dayla Miller) 
Ted Strasser 
Brenda Thom 
Roslynn Thom (sister of Ron Thom) 
Kay Terwilliger (sister of Tom Olson) 
Drew Van Winkle (friend of Gustafsons) 
Ted Whitfield (former co-worker of Brian 
Shinrock) 
Caregivers and those who suffer with 
depression. 

Those Who Mourn 

The family and friends of Evelyn Sacrider  

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

For safe return from deployment of Travis 
Menzie 

Those Who Are Deployed 
Jeremy Vest, Steve Slone, and Paul Wendzel 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 
 

From Paul Christenson:  

We had a great showing of LOL folks to help 

Sandy Hall pack and prepare to move. Thank you 

to all who helped. We hate to see her go and will 

all miss her. 

 
 

From the Mannings:  

Our heartfelt thanks to all of you who made our 

50th wedding anniversary such a wonderful 

occasion. It was such a joy to see so many people 

attend and we appreciated your cards and 

greetings so much. A special thanks to our LOL 

helpers: Joe and Jackie Combes, Paul and Julie 

Concannon, Sandy Hall, and Doug and Cathy 

Aden. Our Lord of Love family is the best! 
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This Month 

Feb. 8  Blood Drive 
Congregational Meeting 

 
Feb. 18 Ash Wednesday 
 
Feb. 28         Adult Fun Night at the Garders’ 
 
 
 
 

March 21 LOL Women of the ELCA 
Meeting, w/ Joy Johnson 

 
April 5 Easter Breakfast 
 

April 15 Church Garage Sale 

Save the Date 

The Love Letter 

10405 Fort Street 
Omaha, NE 68134-1298 

Mission Statement:  Celebrating and sharing God’s love in a welcoming community of faith, 
while serving others. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

Articles for The Love Letter can be submitted to the editor in the Love Letter mailbox at church or 
by email at loveletter@lord-of-love.org. Articles must be received by the 20th of the month. 

 


