Lord

of

Love

Lutheran

Church

● 10405

Fort

Street

● Omaha,

NE

The Love Letter

Volume

55

July

68134

2015

Lord of Love Office
Phone .....................402.493.2946
Fax .........................402.493.3087
Website .......www.lord-of-love.org

Mission Statement: Celebrating and sharing God’s love in a welcoming
community of faith, while serving others.

Lord of Love Staff
Interim Pastor

A Look Ahead

Director of Christian
Education/Youth Ministry
Heather Christensen
heather@lord-of-love.org

Summer is in full swing, and that means this issue isn’t packed with
too many new announcements. But there’s still plenty to read up on!

Glenn Schacht

Office Administrator, Prayer
Chain, and Financial Secretary
Mary Lou Gustafson
marylou@lord-of-love.org
Community Therapists
Kim Mueller
402.354.6891, Ext. 13
Becky Herber
402.354.6891, Ext. 21
Missionary to Tanzania
Bob Kasworm
Web Steward
Del Gust
webmaster@lord-of-love.org
Love Letter Editor
Charise Adams
loveletter@lord-of-love.org
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SUMMER GREETINGS FROM YOUR INTERIM PASTOR
At its meeting in May, the Mission Possible team
decided to send the offerings received at our
Sunday morning breakfasts to the Nebraska
Synod prison ministries. This ministry was
founded by Pastor Bud Christianson and is now
being led by Pastor Bob Bryan. The ministry is
centered at the state penitentiary in Lincoln,
where the Followers of Christ worshipping
community meets.

Pastor Bryan has invited the director of Bridges
to Hope, a program based at Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church in Lincoln, to join us. Bridges
to Hope is designed to support persons leaving
prison as they transition to the world outside.
With stories about prison overcrowding, a prison
riot, and the death penalty grabbing the
headlines here in Nebraska during the past
year, this appears to be a prime time for us at
Lord of Love to examine whether we would want
to be more involved in this vital ministry.

I have asked Pastor Bryan to join us for worship
and breakfast on Sunday, July 19. He will
preach during worship and will be present
during breakfast to engage us in conversation
about the needs of persons in prison and how
we, as the Nebraska Synod ELCA, are involved
in bringing the good news to them.

I invite you to join me for breakfast on July 12
for conversation about how we can prepare
ourselves to receive Pastor Bryan.
Peace,

Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison with

Pastor Glenn

them, and those who are mistreated, since you also are in the
body. –Hebrews 13:3

NURTURE
Summer Breakfasts

Preschool Hiatus

Sunday morning breakfasts have been
delicious and well attended. Susan Lueders and
Lisa Willard would like to thank everyone who
has provided meals. The opportunity to sign up
and make breakfast is still available. Please
check the board in the narthex.

The Lord of Love
Preschool will be closed
for the 2015-16 school
year.
The preschool
board will use this time to
evaluate the program, develop curriculum and
find a new director.

On August 30, we will have a potluck breakfast
for the last Sunday of breakfasts. Please think
about what you’d like to share for breakfast.
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Please contact Lori Vandeventer or Susan
Lueders with questions or ideas.
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MONTHLY CALENDAR
July 2015
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1

Friday

Saturday

2

3

4

7:00pm Boy

7:30pm AA

7:00am Men's

Scouts

Meeting

Breakfast
Ministry

5

6

7

9

10

11

9:00am Worship

6:00pm Gather

9:00am Quilters

7:00pm Boy

8:00am Crane

7:00am Men's

& Communion

Bible Study
8:00pm AA & Al
Anon

7:00pm Vision

Scouts

Coffee
Fellowship
7:30pm AA
Meeting

Breakfast
Ministry

12

13

14

9:00am Worship

8:00pm AA

& Communion

Anon

10:00am

Summer
Breakfast

& Al

10:00am

Summer
Breakfast

19

20

9:00am Worship

8:00pm AA

& Communion

Anon

& Al

10:00am

8

Thursday

&
Coordination
Mtg.

Sunnyslope
Neighborhood
Mtg.

15
Youth off
National
Youth
Gathering

21

22

7:00pm

9:00am Quilters
7:00pm Church

16
to 7:00pm Boy
Scouts

26

27

9:00am Worship

8:00pm AA

& Communion

Anon

28

29

& Al

10:00am

Summer
Breakfast
1:00pm District
18 AA Plng
Mtg.
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18

7:30pm AA

7:00am Men's

Meeting

Breakfast
Ministry

23

24

25

7:00pm Boy

8:00am Crane

7:00am Men's

Scouts

Coffee
Fellowship
7:30pm AA
Meeting

Breakfast
Ministry

30

31

10:30am

7:30pm AA

Fellowship
Hall reserved
7:00pm Boy
Scouts

Meeting

Council Mtg.

Summer
Breakfast

17
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NURTURE
Lord of Love Worship Servants
July 5

July 12

July 19

July 26

Greeters
9 a.m.

Kenn & Shari Garder

Bill & Nicole
Quackenbush

Doug & Rose Roberts

Wayne & Joan Witt

Liturgist
9 a.m.

Karen Armitage

Brian Lund

Paul Murphy

Claudia Rowen

Deb Lund, Jim & Jeri
Morgan

Peg Murphy, Joe &
Jackie Combes

Bill & Nicole
Quackenbush

Rowen family

Cathy Aden & Sue
Dieter

Nicole
Quackenbush &
Karen Anderson

Lisa Rieff

Ashley Meier

Dann Manning, Rex
Quadhamer, Gary
Ramsay, John
Ramsay

Paul Murphy, David
Hild, Bob Christensen

Dann Manning,
Rex Quadhamer,
Gary Ramsay,
John Ramsay

Paul Christenson

Dave Lueders

Paul Murphy

Communion Servers
9 a.m.
Armitage family

Altar Care
9 a.m.

Ed & Marjorie Keiser

Nursery
9 a.m.

Ushers
9 a.m.

Paul Murphy, David
Hild, Bob
Christensen

CD Recording
9 a.m.
Pat Brewer
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NURTURE
Aged to Perfection Monthly Luncheon

“Everest” Vacation Bible School Recap

We were so pleased to serve 14 wonderfully
“aged-to-perfection” members on June 14. In
addition to lunch, we sang a song and each
person shared where they were born, where
they grew up, and a little about themselves.

During the week of June 8-12, 18 kids and
many grown-up helpers sang, played,
listened and experimented as part of the
“Everest” VBS program. We learned about the
many ways in which God’s mighty power helps
us conquer challenges.

Susan Lueders and Jackie Combes will
continue to cook on the third Thursday of each
month. We hope to create an opportunity for
you to gather and enjoy each other’s company.
There are no planned activities, but you are
welcome to come up with ideas and put them
in motion.

Nicole Quackenbush served as the Master of
Ceremonies, gathering the kids after dinner
and sending them home smiling at the end of
the night, with help from Emily – er, Trek the
Tiger. Ashley Vandeventer led the group in
cool science experiments – even making
snow! Anne Yarger helped with registration
and with “mountaintop treats.”

Lunch will be served at noon. Come as early as
you like, and stay as late as you like. A free-will
offering will be taken for the cost of the meals,
with any proceeds going to the Deacon’s
Fund. Please sign up in the Narthex (next to the
flower chart).
2015 dates to remember:







July 16 - Ed Guthrie’s 97th birthday!
August 20
September 17
October 15
November 19
December 17
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All VBS photos by Owen VanArsdale.
Continued on next page...
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NURTURE
EVEREST VBS Recap, continued
Carol Novak led the group in learning new
songs, complete with all the hand motions
(“my God is powerful!”)

On the following Sunday, Nicole led the group
in a skit to show the congregation how much
fun we had on Everest. Members of the
congregation were even invited to sing and
dance along – and many did!
And in an amazing “ice cave” setting (created
by Connie Walther and Nicole ), we went on
“Bible Expeditions” – or interactive story time!

Through it all, we learned that God has the
power to provide, comfort, heal, and love us
forever! He is powerful indeed.

Judy, Katie and Ellie Messerschmidt, Rose
Roberts, and Lori Vandeventer led the
climbing crews from along their mountain
journey. Ruth Manning and Heather Van
Arsdale
provided dinners, and Gary
Ramsay volunteered for kitchen clean-up all
week. And of course, Heather Christensen
worked incredibly hard to pull it all off! Many
other parents and youth jumped in to help
when needed-thanks to all!

Quilt Auction at Carol Joy Holling
Come to the 27th Annual
Quilt Auction at Carol Joy
Holling Camp on Saturday,
July 25! The day promises
good food, great fun and
lots of beautiful quilts.
Quilts will be on display by 9 a.m. The auction
begins at 9:30 a.m. (note the earlier time than
previous years). The auction continues until all
quilts are sold, which is usually around 5 p.m.
Amy Kragnes has two quilts in this
year’s auction!
The auction and barbecue lunch will be held
rain or shine. (They will use the Town Hall in
case of rain). Bring your friends and families!

The Love Letter
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MISSION
2015 Nebraska Synod Assembly Summary, by Deb Lund
Allison Vandeventer and I attended as voting members, joining Pastor
Glenn at this year’s Synod Assembly, Formed by Faith: The Work of
God’s Hands, in the Younes Center in Kearney.
The opening banquet included recognition of our 25 years in partnership
with IELU—Iglesia Evangelical Luterana Unida in Argentina and
Uruguay. Pastor Wilma Rommel, vice president of IELU, spoke and gifts
were exchanged. Pastor Glenn, celebrating 40 years of ordination, was
among those recognized for special anniversaries.
Throughout much of Friday’s assembly, a potter was working with clay,
to emphasize this year’s theme. Pastor Justin Eller, ELCA missionary in
South America, currently stationed in Argentina, presided at the opening
worship. Pastor Wilma Rommel preached, with translation by Pastor
Justin. Keynote speakers included John Roberto, president of
LifelongFaith Associates and a church consultant. His topic was “Faith
Formation for Today” and included helpful information on using social
media and technology to build relationships and improve communication.

Deb and Allison before the
5K run/walk

Rozella White, program director for ELCA Young Adult Ministry, addressed the assembly with “We walk
the walk, but let’s talk the talk!” She gave an inspiring and encouraging message that we are sometimes
changed and reformed, again, like a potter working with clay.
Bishop Brian Maas presented the five-year approach to ministry for the synod, a strategic visioning plan,
“Hope, Connect, Go,” which was later approved by the assembly. More emphasis will be placed on
stewardship and development with Synod staffing, assisted by Churchwide. Though church membership
continues to decline in numbers, he said “If you measure the church by what it is and what it does in the
world, it has never stopped growing.” He spoke of the work being done as a larger church (Synod and
ELCA) and how we can do much more together with our offerings than we can do alone. “We do not
need to fear the familiar dying. We do not need to fear tradition dying. We do not need to fear the world
around us changing… because we are gathered by and worship a God of resurrection,” he said. He later
talked about “Dared to be Shaped by God,” alluding to a potter with clay.
There were business items, such as the 2016 Synod Budget, a slight decrease overall from 2015, that
was questioned and explained before being approved. I attended some great workshops on Saturday
that included helpful information about using social media to increase communication and community
and to build relationships.
Throughout the assembly, there were brief interviews with various people about their faith journey. Those
were most interesting and meaningful. I have found that attending our Synod Assemblies is a most
worthwhile activity that makes one proud to be a part of a dynamic church that works hard to be the
hands of God.
For more information, check out the summaries of reports and photos on the Nebraska ELCA website:
http://www.nebraskasynod.org/assembly/summary/

The Love Letter
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CHURCH COUNCIL AND RESOURCES
Community Garden
Most of the vegetables continue to grow well, thanks to the recent
rains and sunshine. The neighborhood rabbits have enjoyed some
of the bounty, but we do our best to get nourishing vegetables for
those who would not be able to enjoy them otherwise.
Garden activity continues on Monday and Thursday mornings at 9
a.m. Weeding and some harvesting will come soon. Please join us
(Doug Aden, Dawn Burton, Dale Finck, Deb Lund, Jeri Morgan,
Gary Ramsay, and Doug Roberts).

YOUTH
“RISE UP” 2015 ELCA Youth Gathering
Every 3 years, the ELCA holds a Gathering of Youth from
across the nation and beyond to come together and make
a difference in a community and to be changed or grow in
their faith. The 2015 ELCA Gathering will be held this
month in Detroit, Michigan. Nine youths and two adults from
Lord of Love will be travelling by bus with five other
churches to participate.
We have been preparing for this journey by utilizing the
curriculum materials which focus on the Gospel of Mark. We
have reflected on the suffering of Jesus, what discipleship
is, the Theology of the Cross, the rise and fall of Detroit,
racism, telling the Good News, and being open to
experience.
We have also eaten a lot of snacks, had some good laughs, and have bonded over our preparations. Our
journey is sure to be a good one!
So as mid-July rolls around, be on the lookout for some pictures here and there (Facebook or email) to
give you a taste of what we are doing, or you can follow a live feed of what's happening at the gathering
(we will send the link as soon as it's released). We'd also take any prayers you have to offer for the work
of the Gathering, for transformation and hope in Detroit, and for safe travels.
We'll see you soon!
Love, your brothers and sisters in Christ,
Aaron Edwards, Adam Lueders, Britney Manuel, Carly Rieff, Ellie Messerschmidt, Emily Rodriguez,
Heather Christensen, Julia Ritonya, Katie Messerschmidt, Kyle Christensen, Lexi Martinez

The Love Letter
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CHURCH COUNCIL AND RESOURCES
2015 Lord of Love Church Council
Vision and Coordination: Brian Walther, President; Dave Hild, Vice-President; Judy Messerschmidt, Secretary; Jackie
Combes, Treasurer
Nurture: Susan Lueders and Lisa Willard
Outreach: Mardi Fiske and Scott Reinhardt
Resources: Craig Pennell and Bill Quackenbush
Worship: Heather Hansen and Joan Witt

Stewardship and French Fries, by Kathy Christensen
This begins with a story about a father and his young son and a fast food restaurant. The loved a
certain fast food restaurant’s French fries. As a special treat for his son, a father took him to the
restaurant and bought him some French fries. As the pair sat down at a table for the son to enjoy the
fries, the father grabbed a couple and ate them. “No, Dad, those are mine. You can’t have them!”
You can imagine what the father thought about his son’s attitude.




He might be thinking:

My son doesn’t understand who bought those fries. He doesn’t understand I’m the source of the fries.
He doesn’t understand that I control those fries. I can take them away or I could buy him many orders of
fries. I am the one in control.
My son doesn’t understand that I can buy my own fries. I could be sitting here eating my own fries. I don’t
need his.

Just as the father was disappointed in his young son’s attitude, I think that there are many times that
we have disappointed Christ with our actions of stewardship. Our actions are part of our service to the
larger will and purposes of God. As we consider our gifts of time and resources for Christ’s work at
Lord of Love, let us remember:




God is in control. All that we have is His.
God can take our resources and time anytime he wants. Or, He can give us more. He is the One in control.
God does not need us or our gifts. It is by His grace that we have been given these gifts to share in His service
with others.

Ephesians 1:8-10 states: “With all wisdom and insight he has made known to us the mystery of his
will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to
gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.”
Each of us faces the temptation of compromising our calling. Is it really so evil to do nothing with the
resources God has left in our keeping? Jesus’ parable answers this question with a resounding yes!
God treats us severely when we offer excuses to justify our reluctance to be stewards.

The Love Letter
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CHURCH COUNCIL AND RESOURCES
Giving Status
General Fund financial information for May 2015:
Actual Income - $25,770.81
Actual Expense - $26,409.19
Financial Information year-to-date as of the end of May:
Actual Income - $123,826.81
Actual Expense - $133,214.12
At the end of May, the available cash deficit had increased by a small amount, to
(11,989.84). Weekly offerings of $6,799 are needed to meet budgeted expenses. The weekly offering
average through the end of May was $5,509. Thank you for keeping your pledges current.

MEN’S NEWS
Softball Schedule
July 6 - 7:30 p.m., Field 8
July 13 - 7:30 p.m., Field 8
July 20 - 7:30 p.m., Field 5

There are a few more men’s softball
games Mondays at Kelley Softball
complex (124th and Fort) on either Field
8 or Field 5.

WOMEN OF LOVE
Summer Schedule
July offers a more leisurely schedule for church activities. Please note the following meetings will not
be held in July:




Lutheran Women of Omaha will not meet during July or August
This month, three coffee opportunities are
Women’s Ministry Team
available to all women, at Crane Coffee,
Wednesday night “Gather” Bible study
77th and Cass. Join us at 8 a.m. on Friday,
May 1, 15 and 29. Teachers, add us to your
But there will be coffee! All women are invited to join us at 8 a.m. at Crane Coffee,
summer schedule.
77th and Cass, July 10 and 24. Monday Bible Study and Quilters continue to meet.

“Saved to Serve” Service Event
Please note the opportunity to participate in Nebraska Synodical Women’s Organization’s “Saved to
Serve” at Blue Valley Lutheran Home in Hebron, July 31 through August 2. Details and registration
form are included in the insert Deadline for registration is July 20.

The Love Letter
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IN OUR PRAYERS
Don St. Ours (brother-in-law of Lynda
McGraw)
Cynthia Palmer (friend of Dave & Lisa Rieff)
Arlene Schultz (mother of Pat Brewer)
Brian Shinrock
Georgene Sones (mother of Dayla Miller)
Brenda Thom
Drew Van Winkle (friend of Gustafson’s)
Betty Wallwey (aunt of Shari Garder)
Ted Whitfield (former co-worker of Brian
Shinrock)
Caregivers and those who suffer with
depression

Antoinette Anania (cousin of Deb Lund)
Karen Beck
Chris Beckman (friend of Jane Gehringe
Dick Bell
Connie Bennett (cousin of Karen Armitage)
Syd Brinkman
Patricia Connolly (friend of the Thoms)
Vicky Hays (friend of Ann Kroll)
Mary Howard (friend of Carol Novak)
Janet Jensen (mother of Dawn Burton)
Matt Kreikimeier (friend of Brenda Mac)
Glenna Lee
Lisa Lueders (sister-in-law of Dave Lueders)
Dan Manning
Charles Meyer (father of Pr. Brad)
Mark Miller
Vi Neu (stepmother of Carol Novak)

Those Who Mourn
The family and friends of Ruth Concannon,
sister of Paul Concannon
Those Who Are Deployed
Zach Gehrig and Steve Slone

If you would like to add a name to the In Our Prayers section, please contact the office at
402.493.2946, send an email to marylou@lord-of-love.org, or fill out a prayer request note
available in the narthex and place it in the basket.
Please help keep this list current by informing us when a name can be removed. Thanks!
LOVE NOTES
"We would like to thank everyone from the
bottom of our hearts for the thoughts, prayers
and help we received after the death of
Paul's sister Ruth. The help at breakfast, the
cards, the flowers and the love touched us
deeply.

Pr. Gary Sproat and his family wish to
express their gratitude to Lord of Love for
graciously allowing him to baptize his
grandson at the 10:30 service on May 17.
It was great to see old friends and be
welcomed so warmly. It was a very
meaningful day for the entire family.

We would also like to thank all of you that
saved your change in May and contributed it
to our team, SIDE by SIDE, for Challenge
Walk MS.

Thanks to the Women’s Ministry Team who
prepared and served the Father’s Day
Breakfast on June 21.

God bless each and every one of you,
Paul and Julie Concannon”

The Love Letter
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The Love Letter

10405 Fort Street
Omaha, NE 68134-1298

Return Service Requested

Mission Statement: Celebrating and sharing God’s love in a welcoming community of faith,
while serving others.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
This Month

Save the Date

July 15-19

ELCA Youth Gathering

July 16

Aged to Perfection Luncheon

July 19

Aug. 15

Women’s Bible Study
Retreat at Deb Lund’s

Sept. 18-20

NSWO Convention

Guest Pastor Bob Bryan (of NE
Synod Prison Ministries)

Articles for The Love Letter can be submitted to the editor in the Love Letter mailbox at church or
by email at loveletter@lord-of-love.org. Articles must be received by the 20th of the month.
The Love Letter

12

July 2015

SAVED TO SERVE OPPORTUNITY
July 31, August 1 -2, 2015
Saved To Serve Opportunity participants will be heading to Blue Valley Lutheran Home
in Hebron for their next experience. This event begins on Friday at 6:00 p.m., (having
eaten supper) and ends on Sunday at about 1:00 p.m. Friday evening we will be touring
the four divisions of the Blue Valley Lutheran Home Society and learning about their
history and future goals. On Saturday morning we will be planting mums and weeding
flower beds, playing bingo with the residents, and planning a worship service for Sunday
morning in their chapel. In the afternoon we will be conducting a CARNIVAL for the
residents and their families. There will be a pluck a duck, fish pond, ball toss, cupcake
walk and the like. Pop corn, cotton candy, corn dogs, funnel cakes, root beer floats, and
all things festive are on the menu that afternoon. In the evening we will be exploring the
local haunts with dinner out before our Bible study. Housing will be at a motel. Our meals
with be provided by Southern Prairie congregations.
The cost is still just $39 which includes lodging, most meals, and a t-shirt.
Tangible offerings include: large sized slipper socks with skids on the bottom, bingo
prizes, stationery and stamps, playing cards, puzzles with big pieces (300 pieces), CDs
of Lawrence Welk music and for Karaoke (like Conway Twitty, Merle Haggard, Dolly
Parton, etc), and Wii Games like Fishing.
Monetary Gifts will be used to purchase patio furniture for the new sun porch.
Checks should be made out to NSWO-Women of the ELCA with notation to Blue Valley
Lutheran Homes. Send to NSWO Treasurer JoAnn Rohrs, 1409 10th St, Auburn, NE
68305-1414
REGISTRATION FORM REGISTRATION DEADLINE: July 20, 2015
Name_________________________________________________________________
Street or PO Box
_________________________________________________________
Town_______________________________________________ ZIP_____________
Phone________________________ Email__________________________________
Church Name _____________________________________________
Special Needs (hearing or sight impaired, wheelchair, dietary, etc.)
____________________________________________________________
Please make check payable to NSWO. Registration is transferable, but not refundable
Send registration form and $39 to: JoAnn Rohrs 1409 10th Street Auburn, NE 683051414

