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PASTOR'S PAGE
“Preaching on the Borders” was the theme of
the Homiletics Festival I had the privilege to
attend this past month. As one might expect,
we heard some great sermons on how Jesus
is always pushing borders, and how there is
always more than one way to look at a story.
However, if we don’t look at all the angles
of a story, then people who are counting on
us to be bringers of the Good News are not
going to get to hear how Jesus is present
even when life doesn’t fit into the cookie
cutter interpretation we often hear and share
in preaching.
This past month especially, I was confronted
with a whole lot of world I wasn’t sure I really
wanted to greet, nor get to know personally.
And why? Because sometimes thinking about
and including the other is not so pleasant
and can be really tough. Every day of the
conference walking to and from my hotel, I
was asked at least once, if I could help this or
that person out in any way. However, from past
convictions, I wasn’t going to ignore them, so
I looked them in the face and said, “Hi” as I
passed him or her. However, when the followup to “hi” would start with a desperate look
and a hand extended, I knew I’d be asked for
a handout. Occasionally I’d help, but it got
to the point, where I didn’t even wait for him
or her to finish their first sentence without
me saying, “Nope, sorry. I don’t have any
cash on me. Sorry.” And then I’d walk away,
sometimes even before they officially asked
me for money! And for this I felt bad, but not
enough to stop or change my plan of getting
to and from places, including the church with
a homeless ministry (to which we donated at
the end of the conference) and my hotel.
And if this reality wasn’t enough to make me
feel bad, I was also getting some phone calls
from someone back in Nebraska asking me
for help again. Of course I had to say, "sorry
I can’t help you this time," which I probably
would have said in person, had I been here.
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In response to which, the following two texts
were sent to me: “Where is the love of God?”
“I’m sure not feeling it!” I also got phone calls
from my bank telling me someone I had tried
to help before I left was now trying to alter my
personal check to him, hence my personal bank
account was even closed temporarily on the first
day of my trip, due to the threat of someone
doing something they weren’t supposed to with
the “help” I was willing to give. Sigh.
Oh, how exhausted Jesus must have been,
knowing he had absolutely everything people
really needed, and I can’t even find it within
myself to help the poor in spirit right in front of
my face, without feeling jaded and put out by
others in need. What kind of a Christian am I?
Truthfully, I’m just not where I’d like to be. How
about you?
Every day is a new day and a day for me to
breathe in God’s presence and hope I am up
to the task to respond appropriately with the
presence of God…instead of saying, “I’m sorry
your life sucks right now, but I just can’t help you
right now. I’m on vacation in Texas.” (Something
else I found myself texting recently!) Yet, this
week, I also heard preaching on John 4 (The
Woman at the Well) and on Luke 10 (The “Good
Samaritan” Parable), and on Luke 15 (The
Parable of the Lost Son). Lectures and sermons
on these passages warned us preachers – about
how we have the chance to paint the picture of
who exactly are the questionable people are in
the story. And how one can easily make terrible
judgements on depicting who is who in a story,
thus cutting and choosing who gets helped and
is “good” in a story. Just like when I left after a
lecture/sermon and would get asked personally
several times a day to make a decision to help
or not help someone. God’s word played in my
head saying: “The King (Jesus) will reply, “Truly I
(continued on next)
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(continued from previous)
tell you, whatever you did for one of the
least of these brothers and sisters of mine,
you did for me.” (from Matt. 25:40) And
suddenly I want to be the “Good” Samaritan/
neighbor who attends to others with the same
compassion Jesus does through all these
stories. When I am acting on behalf of the
“Lord of Love,” quite literally, I want to do my
best to use the resources I’ve been given the
authority to use wisely to help those truly in
need, and yet still offer what I can personally
on more questionable cases.

The day before I came back to work, this
was the focus of my daily devotional from
the Upper Room, which prayed: “Dear
Father, help us always to remember your
command to love our neighbors as ourselves.
Continue to fill us with compassion for the
least among us. As Jesus taught us, we
pray, “Father, hallowed be your name, your
kingdom come. Give us each our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive
everyone who sins against us. And lead us
not into temptation (Luke 11:2-2, NIV) Amen.”
– Pastor Becky <><

NURTURE
Lord of Love 45th Anniversary
We have been a faith-filled congregation for 45 years, and it’s
time to celebrate! Please join us for some special activities:

June 10: 5:30 p.m.
Potluck/picnic at Lord of Love (inside and outside the
Fellowship Hall). Bring a dish to share and lawn chairs if
you wish to eat outside.
June 11: 9 a.m. Festival worship with choir and brass
10 a.m. Breakfast served by Matt Weber and folks from Table
Grace Café (Free-will offering proceeds that day will go to
Table Grace)

Special Offering:
In honor of our 45 years and as a way to show our gratitude, we encourage you to give a
special offering that will go to Camp Carol Joy Holling’s new Sjogren Picnic Pavilion and to
our local Mission Field Nebraska’s Iglesia San Andres in South Omaha (formerly Christo
Rey). Special envelopes are in the narthex to use for this offering. Or, you may simply
put a check in the offering plate with a note in the memo indicating such offering is for the
“45th Anniversary.”
Photos:
Be sure to check out the photos “Then and Now” on the bulletin board in the narthex, and feel
free to add your photos at any time. Nicole Quackenbush and other have been working hard on
a slide show that will be shown at the potluck and on Sunday mornings throughout the summer.

June 2017							

3

NURTURE
Seeking Sunday School, Luther Kids Teachers

Vacation Bible School

Lord of Love is looking
for teachers for Sunday
School and for Luther
Kids on Wednesday
evenings during the
2017-18 school year.
We will continue to use
our current Sunday
School
curriculum,
making lesson planning
easy. Teaching makes
an incredible impact on
our church youth, and
may also strengthen your own faith.

At "Camp Out" VBS, kids will discover an
important truth – that Jesus is the light!
Thurs., June 8 & Fri., June 9, 6-8 p.m.
Sat., June 10, 9-11:30 a.m.
Please turn in your registration form to
Heather as soon as possible. See the form
at the end of this issue.

If you are interested, please contact Heather
Christensen (heather@lord-of-love.org).
Every Kid to Camp! Camperships Available
Want to send your child to camp? With
summer Bible camps coming soon, the
Nurture Committee wants to remind you
we have camperships available for youth
attending camp at Carol Joy Holling. Firsttime campers are eligible for discounts
(caroljoyholling.org/halfoff), making your
campership go even farther, but repeat
campers are eligible, too!
Please contact Pr. Becky, Chris Rich or
Laurie Heavey for more information on
Camperships, and visit caroljoyholling.org
for info on camp.
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Breakfast Help Needed
Families, groups or
individuals willing to
serve by preparing
and cleaning up for
a summer breakfast,
please contact Chris
Rich or Laurie Heavey.
Breakfasts
resume
after 9 a.m service
on June 4.
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MISSION
Mission Possible: Special Offering Update
Thanks, again, to all who supported the
special offerings, a total of $4,226, during
Lent and Easter, to support our Youth
Mission trip to New Orleans and to the
Nebraska Synod Debt Reduction Fund for
first-call pastors.
Summer breakfast monies will go to the
Siena/Francis House Homeless Shelter,
1702 Nicholas Street. Founded in 1975, the
Siena/Francis House is Nebraska’s largest
shelter, providing food, emergency shelter
and clothing, along with outreach/case
management to homeless families and
individuals from Omaha and surrounding
communities. The Siena/Francis House
also houses a residential chemical
addictions treatment center, a day services
center, an employment training program,
and a medical clinic. They have an “open
door” policy, in that they try to never turn
away anyone who comes to them in need.
Tim Sully, Development Director of Siena/
Francis House, will join us for worship
and breakfast on Sunday, June 4. He
will share a bit about the mission of Siena
Francis House and answer any questions
at breakfast.
All Lord of Love folks are invited to
participate in an hour-long tour of the
Siena/Francis House on Saturday, June
24 at 9 a.m. Those wishing to carpool

from the church should meet at 8:15 a.m.
and be ready to leave by 8:30; otherwise,
meet at the main entrance, 1702 Nicholas,
at 9 a.m.
We also hope to schedule a time to serve
a meal there soon. More details to come.
Lord of Love Garden
The veggies are
planted, and the
rains have been
plentiful, so the
growing
has
begun! Of course,
some
of
those
plants
growing
are weeds. Many
hands make light
work, and though
pulling weeds can be done at any time,
the task is more fun with others.
Regular gardening times are Mondays and
Thursdays at 8:30 a.m.

"God is not greater if you reverence him, but you are greater if you serve him."
-St. Augustine
June 2017							
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CHURCH COUNCIL
2017 Lord of Love Church Council
Vision and Coordination: Brian Walther, President; Don Rowen, Vice-President;
Kathy Christiansen, Secretary; Jackie Combes, Treasurer
Nurture: Laurie Heavey and Chris Rich
Outreach: Paula Foster and Jesse Brewer
Resources: Craig Pennell and Paul Christenson
Worship: Doug Aden and Heather Hansen

Church Council Updates from the Secretary
The Lord of Love Church Council met on the stormy evening of May 16, 2017 and the following
are some of the highlights of the meeting.
•

Treasurer’s reports continue to show a positive balance. Attendance remains good.

•

Nominating Committee positions are all filled.

•

Members were encouraged to start reviewing and thinking about their ministry budgets for
2018. Budget process starts in August 2018.

•

Ministry of Resources continues to work on the Major Improvement list. Some of the lighting
has been replaced, bids received for landscaping and drainage issues and the new drinking
fountains will be installed soon.

•

Initial discussions about the possibility of Strategic Planning Process took place with
members.

•

Next meeting will be on June 20, 2017 at 7 p.m.

Giving Status
General Fund financial information for April 2017:
Actual Income - $30,694.00
Actual Expense - $27,83.84
Financial Information Year-To-Date as of the end of April:
Actual Income - $124,644.50
Actual Expense - $109,751.02
As of the end of April, the available cash balance is $15,577.21. Weekly offerings of $7,223
are needed to meet budgeted expenses. The weekly offering average for the end of April was
$5,950. Thank you for your continued support.
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STEWARDSHIP
Interview with Rex Quadhamer
How have you seen God’s love in your life?
When people are kind and generous toward
others because God’s love has touched
them. When I volunteered to collect money
from people at Hy-Vee last year for a food
pantry for holiday meals, I was touched by
the response. Even though we were just
asking for $5 or $10, it added up to close
to $500. There was something special in
our interaction as we talked about helping
people in need. I remember one man came
just to spend $5 for spaghetti and sauce,
and he handed me a $20 bill.
What gifts has God given to you, and how
do you use those gifts?
I like music. I’m good at math. I like
sports and was an athlete in high school.
Hopefully I have some leadership ability,
and of course faith. I’ve participated in
the Lord of Love brass for 31 years. I’ve
sang in the choir off and on for the same
period. I’ve coached baseball, basketball,
and soccer teams as my kids were
growing up. I was a den leader in cub
scouts. I’ve served on the church council
on the ecumenics committee, property
committee, and stewardship. I’m part of
the Men’s Breakfast when I can make it
and love helping them put on breakfasts
and activities they sponsor.

Is there one thing Lord of Love does in
helping our neighbors that really touches
your heart?
When we’ve collected things for Siena/Francis
House and Project Hope, I’ve delivered 100
lbs. of bagged sugar to Project Hope and
watch them put it right on their shelves as
they were out. When delivering warm socks or
bedding to Siena/Francis, they tell me thanks
and there was a great need for these items.
Give an example of how Lord of Love
helps/supports our neighbors.
Blood drives. Habitat for Humanity. Sending
money to Tanzania to the orthopedic
hospital so patients can afford to fix broken
bones [see photo!]. This list can fill a page
if I go on!!!

What is your favorite bible verse? Why?
Right now my favorite is Hebrews 12:2.
“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author
and perfecter of our faith, who for the
joy set before him endured the cross,
scorning its shame, and sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God.” This was
the verse in one of our devotions of our
high school class. It reminds me not to put
my trust in other things that will pass away.
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MEN'S NEWS CORNER
Men's Ministry

Men's Breakfast

Lord of Love's Men's Ministry presents
upcoming opportunities for men to gather
for fun, service, or education. Opportunities
include Men’s Breakfast Group, the Lutheran
Men in Mission National Gathering, and Lord
of Love Men’s softball team.

Men's Breakfast Group meets every Saturday
morning at 0700 in the fellowship hall. All men
are welcome to attend for Christian study,
fellowship, and breakfast. Come and join us!

National Triennial Gathering
We also promote involvement of men in
various activities of the church, such as LOL's
anniversary celebration in June and this
year's family day & summer picnic scheduled
for August 5 at Chalco Hills (more picnic
information to follow).

Men's Softball
Men’s softball has gotten off to a good start
and has won 3 of the first 5 games. You
are invited to come and cheer on team. We
play on Mondays at Kelley Softball complex
(124th and Fort) on Field 5 (last one along
the entrance road) or Field 4 (back left field
in the back complex). We will go out for pizza
after the games on June 5 and June 26. If
interested in playing on the team or have
questions, contact Don Rowen at 402-9658977 or at drowen@unomaha.edu

It's not too late to register for LMM'S National
Triennial Gathering! Lutheran Men in
Mission's vision is "for every man to become
a bold, daring follower of Jesus Christ."
LOL's Men's Breakfast group is supporting
this year's LMM triennial gathering by
paying the first $139 of your registration,
if you register through LOL. (Spouses may
register for $25.) We are planning to share
rooms (if requested) and rides from LOL to
the gathering in Minneapolis. The conference
is scheduled to run from the Friday evening
opening event to a closing worship service
Sunday morning, July 21-23. Join other men
from across the country to worship, learn,
network, and grow in faith in Christ!
For more information visit www.Boldgathering.
com. Contact the church office for information
on registration.

Remaining Schedule
June 5 at 6:30 p.m. on Kelley 4
June 12 at 8:30 p.m. on Kelley 4
June 19 at 7:30 p.m. on Kelley 4
June 26 at 6:30 and 7:30 p.m. on Kelley 5
July 10 at 8:30 p.m. on Kelley 5
July 17 at 8:30 p.m. on Kelley 4
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WOMEN OF LOVE
Lutheran Women of Omaha

Bible Study Reunion

Lutheran Women of Omaha will meet at
Bethel Lutheran Church, 1312 South 45th
St. on Tuesday, June 13. Lunch will be
served at noon for $6. There will be a vocal
music program. Free-will offering has
been designated for the Trinity Lutheran
Literacy program.

All are invited to meet at Hong Hing, at
90th and Fort in the Plaza North shopping
center, at 6 p.m. on Monday, June 5.

Please make your reservation with
Ruth Manning at 402.451.0221 by
3 p.m. on Sunday, June 11.

WELCA Triennial Gathering

Synodical Women's Convention
Registration is open for the NE Synodical
Women’s Convention, Sept. 28-30, 2017
at Camp Carol Joy Holling. NSWO will
be partnering with Nebraska Lutheran
Outdoor Ministries so all women can enjoy
using the beautiful space that the camp
has to offer. The retreat team is committed
to making this happen regardless of your
age, mobility, etc.
The theme for the retreat is “As Children
of God we face Changes, Challenges,
and Choices”
(Isaiah 30:21). The cost
of the retreat for Saturday is $75. See the
registration form at the end of this issue.

Registration is open for the Tenth Triennial
Gathering, "All Anew", July 13-16, 2017,
in Minneapolis, Minn.
June 15: Deadline to register via mail/fax
June 12: Deadline for online registrations
Learn more at http://www.welcatg.org/ or
contact Gwen Edwards.

The Retreat Committee is looking for
ribbon, lace and all types of trimmings
from a few inches to several yards to make
stoles as part of the activities. If you have
items to share, please put in Rose Roberts’
mail box. Thank you.

“A single sunbeam is enough to drive away many shadows.”
~St. Francis of Assisi
June 2017							
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IN OUR PRAYERS
Vince Bales (grandson of Juanita & Harl
Jarmin)
Dick Bell
Connie Bennett (cousin of Karen Armitage)
Candee Brandon (friend of Dave & Lisa Rieff)
Syd Brinkman
Ruthie Christensen
Edna Concannon (mother of Paul Concannon)
Gail Conyers (wife of Kirk Conyers)
Ruth Cooley
David Egr
Olivia Griffin (daughter of Scott & Dana Griffin)
Sgt. Dean & Erin Hansen (Delina Wiater’s son
& his wife)
Jan Hughes (aunt of Paula Foster)
Julie (friend of Pat Brewer)
Dave Kempkes (friend of Jon & Carol Novak)
Kristen Kuhn (friend of Todd & Lisa Meyer)
Izzy Lightle (relative of Kim Gust)
Lisa Lueders (sister-in-law of Dave Lueders)
Ruth Manning

Don St. Ours (brother-in-law of Lynda
McGraw)
Dave Piehl & Dan Piehl (brothers of Deb Lund)
Paul Rumbaugh
Peggy Seck (cousin of Ann Kroll)
Pauline Shaffer
Brian & Nancy Shinrock
Brenda Thom
Nancy Thoman (stepmother of Ann Kroll)
James Thompson (son-in-law of Lynda
McGraw)
Pam Todd
Leona Anderson & Scott Wells (friends of
Novaks)
Ted Whitfield (former co-worker of Brian
Shinrock)
Steve Wiitala, (friend of Karen Mullen)
Caregivers and those who
depression
Those seeking employment.

suffer

with

To add a name to the In Our Prayers section, please contact the office at 402.493.2946,
send an email to marylou@lord-of-love.org, or fill out a prayer request note available in the
narthex and place it in the basket.
Please also let the office know when a name can be removed from the list.
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WORSHIP SERVANTS
Lord of Love’s Worship Servants
June 4

June 11

June 18

June 25

Greeter(s)
9 a.m.

Miguel & Rosie
Avalos

Mike & Christie
Klos

Paul & Ann Kroll

Joan Witt & Shelby
Lamoureux

Ron Thom

Rett Messerschmidt

Karen Mullen

Joe & Jackie
Combes, John &
Gwen Edwards

Paul & Ann Kroll,
Messerschmidt
family

Joan Witt,
Brandon Zalesky,
Doug & Rose
Roberts

Set-up: Pat & Jesse Set-up: Ed &
Brewer
Marjorie Keiser

Set-up: Cathy Aden,
Sue Dieter

Set-up: Connie
Walther & Lisa
Meyer

Clean-up: Paul &
Ann Kroll

Clean-up: Rowen
family

Clean-up: Nicole
Quackenbush &
Karen Anderson

Clean-up: Rosie
Avalos

Josh Combes,
Brian Walther,
Brandon Zalesky,
Dale Finck
CD Recording
9 a.m.
Pat Brewer

Josh Combes,
Brian Walther,
Brandon Zalesky,
Dale Finck

Dave Lueders, Adam
Lueders

Dave Lueders,
Adam Lueders

Paul Christenson

Dave Lueders

Paul Murphy

Liturgist
9 a.m.

Rex Quadhamer
Communion Servers
9 a.m.
Deb Quadhamer,
Avalos family

Altar Care
9 a.m.

Ushers
9 a.m.
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Sunday

4

9:00am Worship

Communion

June 2017
Monday

&

5

6:00pm W/ELCA

"Gather" study
reunion @ Hong
Messerschmidt
Hing
Violin Recital
8:00pm AA & Al
2:00pm Chris Boarts Anon
Grad Open House
1:30pm

11

12

9:00am 45th

Anniversary
Worship &
Communion
1:00pm District 18
AA Plng Mtg

18

9:00am Worship

Communion
10:15am Father's
Day Breakfast
served by
W/ELCA

25

9:00am Worship

Communion

&

&

Tuesday

6

9:00am Quilters
7:00pm Vision &

Coordination Mtg

Wednesday

7

6:00pm Brass
7:15pm Choir

19

8:00pm AA

13

Anon

26

8:00pm AA

Anon

& Al

Saturday

1
2
Synod Assembly Synod Assembly
9:00am Piano
9:00am Piano
Workshop
Workshop
7:00pm Boy Scouts 9:30am Al Anon
Mtg.
7:30pm AA Mtg.

3
Synod Assembly
7:00am Men's
Breakfast
Ministry
9:00am Recital
Rehearsal
12:00pm Sam
Christensen Grad
Open House

8

10

9

5:30pm VBS Supper 9:30am Al Anon
LoL Anniversary
6:00pm VBS
Mtg.
Picnic
7:00pm Boy Scouts 5:30pm VBS Supper 7:00am Men's
6:00pm VBS
Breakfast
7:30pm AA Mtg.
Ministry
9:00am VBS W/

14

Camp

Meeting

& Al

Friday

Lunch

8:00am Fiddle Camp 8:00am Fiddle Camp 8:00am Fiddle
8:00pm AA & Al
7:00pm Resources

Anon

Thursday

20

9:00am Quilters

27

21

7:00pm Church

Council

28
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16

8:00am Fiddle Camp 9:30am Al Anon
5:00pm Rehearsal
Mtg.
7:30pm AA Mtg.
Dinner
7:00pm Boy Scouts

22

7:00pm Boy

Scouts

23

9:30am Al

Mtg.

Anon

7:30pm AA

29

7:00pm Boy

Scouts

30

9:30am Al

Mtg.

Mtg.

17

7:00am Men's

Breakfast
Ministry
1:00pm Sweet 16
party for Jess
Yarger

24

7:00am Men's

Breakfast
Ministry

Anon

7:30pm AA

Mtg.
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Lord of Love Lutheran Church

10405 Fort Street, Omaha, NE 68134 (402) 493-2946
o

Vacation Bible School 2017
Thursday, June 8th & Friday, June 9th
5:30-6:00pm Family Friendly Dinner – 6:00 – 8:00pm VBS
Saturday, June 10th 9:00am – 11:30am with lunch
Registration: $10 per child

Maximum of $20/family

VBS Ages: Pre-K to 6th Grade

Child’s Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________
Birthday: ________________________________ Age: __________________

Grade Fall 2016: _________________

Home Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________________
Street
City
Zip
Home Phone: ________________________________________ Cell Phone: ________________________________________
Email: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Parent or Guardian(s) Name: _____________________________________________________________________________
Name of Home Church, if any: ____________________________________________________________________________
In Case of Emergency, Contact: ___________________________________________________________________________
Allergies of Other Medical Conditions: ___________________________________________________________________
⎕ My child has permission to participate in VBS at Lord of Love Lutheran Church. I am aware that every precaution will be
taken for the safety of my child. In the event of an emergency, if I cannot be reached, I give permission to the church staff to
obtain medical services.
⎕ I understand that VBS activities and programs are photographed and / or videotaped. I agree to release Lord of Love
Lutheran Church from any and all liabilities in connection with photographing my child(ren) and including them in any form of
advertisement. This includes website, web pages, brochures, videos, ads, posters, and yearbooks but is not exclusive to this
list of items. I understand that my child’s name will not be used in conjunction with his/her picture.

Parent or Guardian Signature: _____________________________________________ Date: _____________
Paid

⎕ ______________________________

VBS Group

__________________________________

