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Mission Statement: Celebrating and sharing God’s love in 
a welcoming community of faith, while serving others.

Looking Ahead
August 5: Family Day at Chalco Hills
August 13: Blessing of the Backpacks 
September 10: Kick-off Sunday with return to two services
October 7: Fall Cleanup Day
October 29: Reformation Sunday
November 5: 2018 Budget Forum for members 

Submit articles for The Love Letter in the Love Letter mailbox at church 
or by email at loveletter@lord-of-love.org.

Articles (recipes or favorite poems, quotes etc., are also welcome)  
must be received by the 20th of the month.
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As I am writing this, I’m getting ready to head 
to New Orleans with Heather C., Adam L., 
and our 15 of our youth! I am so excited to 
get to serve under Lord of Love, bond with 
these folks, meet new friends, gain new 
experiences and hear more stories. However, 
the newsletter deadline happens while 
we are on the trip, so I needed to get this  
done pronto! 

So what’s the topic? 
Cookies! (Why? I don’t 
know, it was a random 
thought from God, 
so here goes!) I was 
thinking about being 
gone from family, being 
a young person, and

thinking about what to write to someone who 
recently graduated from high school, and  the 
saying, “You’re a smart cookie,” came to mind.

Well, when I think of cookies, I think of my 
Grandma Flores. She always sent me cookies 
when I went away to school, along with sweet 
notes about the weather and usually what 
she had last argued with my grandpa about 
(like what to have for supper, or when they 
were going to see me next…you know, that 
important stuff). Anyway, her cookies were 
always gifts of love that made me smile. 

Grandma Flores was a great cook and always 
found ways to remind me how much I was 
loved. However, she always worried about the 
details, including whether or not the cookies 
she sent me were going to be soft when they 
arrived, so she always packed them in a tin 
with a piece of bread. This would keep the 
cookies surprisingly soft, even after a couple 
of days in the mail.

So what might make us smart cookies? When 
we travel with the presence of bread in our 
midst, we too arrive as “smart cookies.” 

Wherever we go, 
we need to take 
the bread with us. 
Of course, applying 
this to one’s faith 
life, this means 
taking the bread of 
God, the body of 
Christ, wherever 
one goes to keep 
a person soft, to 
remember God’s 
presence  and even 
to think about being
part of Christ’s body in the world. Softened 
and prepared with love from our Lord, we 
arrive ready to feed others with Christ’s 
goodness and comfort and to represent the 
love that God has made known to us through 
Jesus and the breaking of the bread. 

So my prayer for us as we head on the 
mission trip, and also for all places that any 
of us go, is that we would be “smart cookies” 
that take Jesus with us and let that influence 
how we show up and are received by others. 
For three weeks straight during the month 
of July, we have commissioned people as 
they have left on new adventures to be the 
hands and feet of Jesus in the world. But, 
may we also remember that everywhere 
we go, every week, we are called to go 
with the bread of Christ still affecting us…
softening us and helping us offer up love, joy, 
comfort and the fragrance of Christ wherever  
we go.

1 Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly 
loved children 2 and walk in the way of love, 
just as Christ loved us and gave himself up 
for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to 

God. -Ephesians 5:1-2

Peace be with you,
Pastor Becky <><
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At the Aug. 13 Worship Service, there will be two events. The first is the 
Blessing of Backpacks. Students, teachers, and all who have and use 
a backpack should bring it to this service for a blessing.

Second, Lord of Love will begin a Noise Offering. What is this, you ask?  
During the regular offering, there will be a glass container set in front of 
the altar. Children are encouraged to come to the container and drop 
coins in it, hence the name Noise Offering.

Quarterly, the children will vote on where to send the offerings they have collected in 
conjunction with Pastor Becky during the children's sermon time. So please encourage your 
young to come forward and participate in the Noise Offering.

"Noise Offering" and Blessing of the Backpacks

NURTURE

Saturday, Aug. 5 the Men's group invites all to the second annual Lord of Love Family Day. 
Please come to the Chalco Hills large picnic shelter. There will be a breakfast Bible study at  
8 a.m. followed by a picnic lunch from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. The men will provide burgers, 
brats, and drinking water. Please bring a side dish to share. This event is all about having fun 
with our families. See the bulletin board for directions and more information.

Family Day at Chalco Hills
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Last year, the Endowment made a grant to 
the Machame Lutheran Hospital in Tanzania 
to purchase two new computers for the 
Accounting Department at the hospital. Bob 
Kasworm informed us that the two computers 
(one shown, Senior Accountant Mr. Munishi) 
have been purchased and are being used 
as the Hospital implements a small hospital 
management system. This purchase lets 
Accounting link right into the registration and 
billing aspects of the management system. 

Bob thanks Lord of Love for the funds for this 
much needed project.

New Computers at Machame

Lord of Love sends support to the Machame 
Lutheran Hospital Poor Persons Fund from 
the Endowment Fund and other sources. Bob 
Kasworm has sent us the following information 
regarding the patients and conditions that the 
fund has provided for this year.

• 1-13-17: Raymond Mbowe
Broken Humerus,  displaced,  cast

• 3-23-17: Antoni Sindio
Broken Femur, nail inserted

• 5-17-17: Elinice Kweka
• Broken Humerus, reduction, cast, ulnar 

nerve transposition
• 5-17-17:  Dorcas Pallanjo

Broken Femur, pin insertion and traction
• 6-23-17:  Mangisto Kasa

Broken Femur, nail inserted
• 7-3-17: Alero Lema

Patellar Fracture, open reduction, 
internal fixation

• 7-6-17: Glory Urio (shown at right) 
Broken Radius and Ulna, closed 
reduction, cast 

Machame Patients Supported
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News from the Garden

During last week of June, the Men's Garden 
Club of Omaha toured Lord of Love's 
garden. About twenty members of that 
group made the tour. Gary Ramsay was the 
host of the tour. Comments, observations 
and questions were shared by the group 
with members of Lord of Love. Afterwards, 
the club gave a $50 donation to Lord of 
Love's Garden. That money was given to 
Lord of Love's general fund to help pay 
for the cost of the water that is used for  
the garden.

During the middle of July, harvesting 
became the main focus of the group. We 
have picked beets, potatoes, zucchini, 
onions, radishes, and cucumbers. By the 
time you read this, the sweet corn should 
be about ready.  

If you would like to volunteer, we work in 
the garden on Monday and Thursday 
mornings beginning at 8:30 a.m.

Lutheran Family Services "Faith in Action"

Lutheran Family Services (LFS) is 
celebrating "125 Years of Expressing 
God's Love for All People" with their annual 
event "Faith in Action." The event will take 
place on Satuday, Sept. 23 at 5 p.m. at 
Embassy Suites in La Vista. 2017 marks 
the 125th anniversary of LFS’ founding as 
two orphanages in Fremont and Omaha. 
LFS has a goal of 800 attendees at this  
milestone celebration.

The event will feature cocktails and dinner, 
with award presentations and an address 
by keynote speaker Steve Pemberton, 
Walgreens Chief Diversity Officer and 
best-selling author. 

Learn more at LFS.org/fia17 or by 
calling 402.591.5063.

Longtime LFS Leader to Retire

Also in LFS updates, 
the president and CEO 
Ruth Heinrichs has 
announced that she will 
retire this Decemeber 
after 41 years with the 
organization. 

Learn how the organization has grown in 
scale and scope under her leadership at 
https://www.lfsneb.org/2017/06/20/ruth-
henrichs-retirement

http://Lfsneb.org/fia17
https://www.lfsneb.org/2017/06/20/ruth-henrichs-retirement
https://www.lfsneb.org/2017/06/20/ruth-henrichs-retirement
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Youth to Present on Mission Trip

Join us for a presentation by the youth who attended the Mission 
Trip, Sunday,  Aug. 6 during 9 a.m. worship. The youth with serve 
a breakfast following worship and have a slide presentation 
showing all the service, faith building and fun we had in  
New Orleans.

Lord of Love crew before boarding the bus to New Orleans

Above: sign at thrift 
store where the group 
volunteered
Left: chilling during 
evening activities
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2017 Lord of Love Church Council

Vision and Coordination: Brian Walther, President; Don Rowen, Vice-President; 
Kathy Christiansen, Secretary; Jackie Combes, Treasurer
Nurture: Laurie Heavey and Chris Rich
Outreach: Paula Foster and Jesse Brewer
Resources: Craig Pennell and Paul Christenson
Worship: Doug Aden and Heather Hansen

Giving Status

General Fund financial information for June 2017: 
        Actual Income - $21,887.00       
        Actual Expense - $23,209.48
 
Financial Information Year-To-Date as of the end of June:
        Actual Income - $167,822.00
        Actual Expense - $157,886.29
 
As of the end of June, the available cash balance is $9,649.38. 
Weekly offerings of $7,223 are needed to meet budgeted 
expenses. The weekly offering average for the end of June 
was $5,960. Thank you for your continued support. 
 

Church Council Notes

The Council will meet for 2018 budget planning on Tuesday, Aug. 15.

Stewardship Interview: Pastor Becky and Paula Foster

I was told it was my turn to pick someone to interview concerning stewardship, and I decided 
to ask Paula Foster, since she recently encouraged me by her willing witness through life. 
This happened when I asked her what some of her goals were now that she was retired, and 
she said that one of her goals was to make sure that she did something kind for someone 
else everyday. If only all of us were better at making this our goal in life, regardless of our 
time!  Paula, thanks for serving Jesus gladly (and for answering the stewardship questions).  
–Pastor Becky <><
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(continued from previous)
How have you see God’s love in your life? 
God has shown me His Love in many, many 
ways. I have been very blessed in my life. I 
have had times where things haven’t been so 
good, but I stop and think and I know that God 
promised to be with me always, even until the 
end of the earth, and that helps. I guess I don’t 
believe in coincidences. Several times, “out of 
the blue” someone has called me or I will call 
someone else, and that single event creates a 
“God moment.”

What is your favorite Bible verse? Why? 
John 14:27: “Peace I leave with you, my peace 
I give to you. I do not give to you as the world 
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and 
do not let them be afraid.” Jesus said these 
words to his disciples as he was ascending into 
heaven.  Jesus knew his disciples would have 
times when they did not feel his presence, 
where they would be afraid and feel alone. 
Jesus made this promise to us all to give us 
inner peace and hope. This is not to say I have 
felt God’s peace every single minute of every 
day. But, when the sad and bad times come, 
Jesus' words and promise gives me comfort.

What gifts has God given to you? 
I guess humor, a quick wit, perseverance, and 
besides Jesus dying for me, the next best gift: 
parents who taught me to know and love God. 
My mom and dad would always say, “Give God 
the best you have and you will know God’s 
love.” Both my parents volunteered their time 
and talents. Mom and Dad would make sure 
that they gave a tithe of their income. Once my 
parents got audited by IRS and the IRS didn’t 
believe they gave as much as they did to the 
church. I have tried to pass what my parents 
taught me along to my children and hope that 
I'm living out what my parents taught me, too.

Give an example of how Lord of Love 
helps/supports our neighbors?
Many people in the community are helped 
through Mission Possible. Lord of Love has 

contributed money and time to Project Hope, 
Siena Francis House, Table Grace and various 
programs in Tanzania. We have supported 
Habitat for Humanity for many years; our 
community garden provides food to pantries and 
Table Grace; Lord of Love has helped Heartland 
Hope Mission by volunteering time at the Stuff 
a Truck event, we sponsor a Boy Scout troop, 
Sunny Slope neighborhood… the list goes on. 

How do you see stewardship from a holistic 
point of view of giving one’s time, money, 
and possessions? 
I see stewardship both in and outside of church. 
We are called to be good stewards of our land, 
air, water and space. I keep working to keep 
my “carbon footprint” smaller. When I witness 
random acts of kindness towards others: letting 
someone enter into traffic when it is heavy; or 
when the Luther Kids came up with the bags 
full of food, water, and a bus ticket; or financial 
contributions to a disaster. When I hear that 
places like Table Grace or Siena Francis have 
the people they serve in turn serve others, this 
is a wonderful concept. These are acts that tell 
me that we are a community and we are here 
for each other. 

I was to “keep track” of my volunteer hours for 
my job. I logged more than 56 hours last year of 
“volunteering.” Most of the hours were for Lord 
of Love, but also for helping elderly people who 
are not able to pay others,to clean up their yards 
for the Office on Aging, and I have volunteered 
to help children in lower socioeconomic areas 
in Omaha Public Schools by being a “buddy.” 
I have donated clothes and household items 
to charities. United Health Care gave me the 
ability to donate $1000 to a charity of my choice. 
That was really a hard decision for me to make. 
There are many, many wonderful organizations 
that help others. I ended up donating the money 
to Lutheran Family Services as they have a 
wealth of programs to help others. I really feel 
that the members of Lord of Love respond 
with their gifts of money, time and talents to  
help others.
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Triennial Lutheran Men in Mission Conference

Men's Ministry sponsored over 20 scholarships for men (and spouses) 
registering through Lord of Love to attend the triennial Lutheran 
Men in Mission conference in Minneapolis, Minn., July 21-23. The 
conference successfully granted a great opportunity for Christian 
fellowship and education. There were three keynote speakers mixed 
in with several "breakout" small group sessions, offering a variety of 
Christian resource opportunities. 

Lord of Love had two delegates to this national conference. Feel free 
to talk to any of the attendees and ask about their experience. 

Men's Breakfast

Men's Breakfast Group meets every Saturday morning at 0700 in the 
fellowship hall. All men are welcome to attend for Christian study, 
fellowship and breakfast. Come and join us!
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“Mobilizing women to act boldly on their 
faith in Jesus Christ”: That is a short 
yet powerful statement. In fact, it is the 
mission statement of Women of the ELCA.  
These past six years and including until 
mid-October, I have been serving on the 
Churchwide (national) Executive Board 
of the Women of the ELCA. My first term 
began July 14, 2011 when I - along with 
20 other women - was installed by then 
Presiding Bishop Mark Hansen. My second 
term began July 24, 2014, when we were 
installed by Presiding Bishop Elizabeth 
Eaton. My term officially ended on July 13, 
2017, when several of us were recognized 
and thanked for our service at the Tenth 
Triennial Convention in Minneapolis. It was 
bittersweet of all of us. However, my work 
isn’t complete, as I will be traveling this fall 
to four women’s synod conventions still 
representing the Churchwide Women’s 
Organization (CWO).

I could not have served the larger Church, 
outside of the walls of Lord of Love, without 
the support and prayers from each one of 
you, all the members of Lord of Love. When 
attending the various synod women’s 
conventions (12 so far during my terms!), 
you are with me. When I’m in a Holden 
Evening service, it’s the voices of Lord of 
Love members my heart hears singing the 
parts. When the organist is playing a hymn 
we sing at Lord of Love, yet their tempo 
is much slower… I’m longing for Carol to 
play it at the tempo my heart knows. And at 
each convention, I always meet someone 
who has had a connection to Nebraska.

My first convention was to Northern 
Great Lakes synod. I started high school 
in that area. One of the favorites was 

Southeastern, as they hosted it in Georgia 
that year, my birth state. I also had the 
opportunity to attend Pacifica, Nebraska’s 
sister synod as established by the ELCA.  
Plus there was Arkansas-Oklahoma with 
“Dish with the Bish” and North/West Lower 
Michigan, where I kayaked for the first time.

Some of you know I made the top five 
(even top three) when we were electing 
the president for the 2014-2017 Triennium. 
It’s a nominating ballot and was quite 
an honor. My first term, I served on the 
Programs Committee, and the second term 
Constitution Review Committee along with 
being appointed as board parliamentarian.  
All of this could not happen with the love 
and support of my church family.

Thank you again for your support of me, of 
my family, of each other. Lord of Love is an 
amazing faith-based family of which I am 
glad we are members.

Gwen Edwards
Executive Board Member, 2011-2017
Women of the ELCA

"MOBILIZING" - from Gwen Edwards
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Registration is open for the NE Synodical Women’s Convention, Sept. 28-30, 2017 at Camp 
Carol Joy Holling in Ashland. NSWO will be partnering with Nebraska Lutheran Outdoor 
Ministries (NLOM) so that all women can enjoy use of the beautiful space at the camp. The 
retreat team is committed to making this happen regardless of your age, mobility, etc.

The business meetings will be held on Thursday (28) and 
Friday (29). Saturday (30) will be a day of music, creative 
arts, outdoor adventure, Bible study, food and  much more. 
The theme for the retreat is “As Children of God we face 
Changes, Challenges, and Choices”  (Isaiah 30:21). The 
worship offering will be given to NLOM for camperships. 
The cost of the retreat for Saturday is $75. 

Synodical Women's Convention

IN OUR PRAYERS

Dick Bell
Connie Bennett (cousin of Karen Armitage)
Candee Brandon (friend of Dave & Lisa Rieff)
Ruth Cooley
Gail Conyers (wife of Kirk Conyers)
Olivia Griffin (daughter of Scott & Dana Griffin)
Earl Hansen (Brandon's Dad)
Jan Hughes (aunt of Paula Foster)
Izzy Lightle (relative of Kim Gust)
Julie (friend of Pat Brewer)
Dave Kempkes (friend of Jon & Carol Novak)
Kristen Kuhn (friend of Todd & Lisa Meyer)
Lisa Lueders (sister-in-law of Dave Lueders)
Ruth Manning
Kathy McCoy (friend of the Gustafson’s)
Don St. Ours (brother-in-law of Lynda McGraw)

Paul Rumbaugh
Peggy Seck (cousin of Ann Kroll)
Pauline Shaffer
Brian & Nancy Shinrock
Brenda Thom
Nancy Thoman (stepmother of Ann Kroll)
James Thompson (son-in-law of Lynda 
McGraw)
Pam Todd 
Leona Anderson & Scott Wells (friends of 
Novak’s)
Steve Wiitala, (friend of Karen Mullen)
Ted Whitfield (former co-worker of Brian 
Shinrock)

Caregivers and those who suffer with depression 
Those seeking employment

To add a name to the In Our Prayers section, please contact the office at 402.493.2946, 
send an email to marylou@lord-of-love.org, or fill out a prayer request note available in the 

narthex and place it in the basket. 

Please also let the office know when a name can be removed from the list.
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7:00pm Boy Scouts 

313029
8:00pm AA & Al 
Anon 

28
9:00am Worship & 
Communion 

10:00am Summer 
Breakfast 

27

7:00am Men's 
Breakfast 
Ministry 

26
9:00am Crane 
Coffee Fellowship 

9:30am Al Anon 
Mtg. 

7:30pm AA Mtg. 

25
7:00pm Boy Scouts 

2423
7:00pm Strategic 
Planning 

7:00pm Stewardship 
Mtg. 

22
7:00pm Church 
Council 

8:00pm AA & Al 
Anon 

21
9:00am Worship & 
Communion 

10:00am Summer 
Breakfast 

20

7:00am Men's 
Breakfast 
Ministry 

12:00pm Fellowship 
Hall reserved for 
Lamoureux 

19
9:30am Al Anon 
Mtg. 

7:30pm AA Mtg. 

18
7:00pm Boy Scouts 

1716
9:00am Quilters 

7:00pm Church 
Council/Budget 
Planning 

15
8:00pm AA & Al 
Anon 

14
Blessing of the 
Backpacks 

9:00am Worship & 
Communion 

10:00am Summer 
Breakfast 

1:00pm District 18 
AA Plng Mtg 

13

7:00am Men's 
Breakfast 
Ministry 

9:00am W/ELCA 
Bible Study and 
salad lunch at Deb 
Lund's 

11:00am Sunnyslope 
Neighborhood 
Assoc. 

12
9:00am Crane 
Coffee Fellowship 

9:30am Al Anon 
Mtg. 

7:30pm AA Mtg. 

11
7:00pm Boy Scouts 

109
7:00pm Resources 
Meeting 

8
8:00pm AA & Al 
Anon 

7
9:00am Worship & 
Communion 

10:00am Summer 
Breakfast 

2:00pm Aaron 
Edwards Eagle 
Scout Court of 
Honor 

6

Family Day at 
Chalco Hills 
sponsored by the 
Men's Ministry 

7:00am Men's 
Breakfast 
Ministry 

5
9:30am Al Anon 
Mtg. 

7:30pm AA Mtg. 

4
7:00pm Boy Scouts 

32
9:00am Quilters 

7:00pm Vision & 
Coordination Mtg 

1

SaturdayFridayThursdayWednesdayTuesdayMondaySunday
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