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Mission Statement: Celebrating and sharing God’s love in  
a welcoming community of faith, while serving others.

Looking Ahead
September 9: Sunday School Kickoff
"God's Work, Our Hands" Sunday
September 12: FISH begins 
Aged to Perfection Luncheon
September 22: Family Picnic and Outdoor 
Worship at Mahoney State Park
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It is that time of year when people are re-
thinking and re-adjusting how they use their 
time, as many routines are changing for 
families with the start of fall activities. So 
perhaps now is the time for us to contemplate 
how God has called us to respond to faith, 
too. I’d like to start with a long quote from 
Martin Luther:
 
“Faith is God’s work in us, that changes 
us and gives new birth from God. (John 
1:13). It kills the Old Adam and makes us 
completely different people. It changes our 
hearts, our spirits, our thoughts and all our 
powers. It brings the Holy Spirit with it. Yes, 
it is a living, creative, active and powerful 
thing, this faith. Faith cannot help doing 
good works constantly. It doesn’t stop to ask 
if good works ought to be done, but before 
anyone asks, it already has done them 
and continues to do them without ceasing. 
Anyone who does not do good works in 
this manner is an unbeliever. He stumbles 
around and looks for faith and good works, 
even though he does not know what faith 
or good works are. Yet he gossips and 
chatters about faith and good works with 
many words.

“Faith is a living, bold trust in God’s grace, 
so certain of God’s favor that it would risk 
death a thousand times trusting in it. Such 
confidence and knowledge of God’s grace 
makes you happy, joyful and bold in your 
relationship to God and all creatures. The 
Holy Spirit makes this happen through 
faith. Because of it, you freely, willingly 
and joyfully do good to everyone, serve 
everyone, suffer all kinds of things, love 
and praise the God who has shown you 
such grace. Thus, it is just as impossible to 
separate faith and works as it is to separate 
heat and light from fire! Therefore, watch 

out for your own false ideas and guard 
against good-for-nothing gossips, who 
think they’re smart enough to define faith 
and works, but really are the greatest of 
fools. Ask God to work faith in you, or you 
will remain forever without faith, no matter 
what you wish, say or can do.”

(An excerpt from “An Introduction to St. 
Paul’s Letter to the Romans,” Luther’s 
German Bible of 1522 by Martin Luther, 
1483-1546. Translated by Rev. Robert 
E. Smith from DR. MARTIN LUTHER’S 
VERMISCHTE DEUTSCHE SCHRIFTEN. 
Johann K. Irmischer, ed. Vol. 63 Erlangen: 
Heyder and Zimmer, 1854), pp.124-125. 
[EA 63:124-125])

So, as fall activities come into full swing, 
there are lots of upcoming events and 
opportunities that I hope you will respond 
to by faith. (Not because we have to, but 
because having God in our lives spurs 
us on to joyfully do so.) continued, next
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WORSHIP AND NURTURE

"God's Work, Our Hands Day"
Sunday, September 9 Between Services 
(9:15-10:15 a.m.)
"God’s work. Our hands." Sunday is an 
opportunity to celebrate who we are as 
the ELCA–one church, freed in Christ 
to serve and love our neighbor. Since 
2013, thousands of ELCA congregations 
have participated in this opportunity and 
dedicated one day to serve communities 
in ways that share the love of God with  
all people. 

Within this newsletter, there is much to 
rejoice about, and also many ways for 
us to respond to the gift of life and grace 
through faith. May we, through faith, come 
to see, realize and joyfully give of our time, 
our lives and hands to do God’s work and 

“We are a church that rolls up our sleeves 
and gets to work. Our service activities 
offer us an opportunity to explore one of 
our most basic convictions as Lutherans: 
that all of life in Jesus Christ–every act 
of service, in every daily calling, in every 
corner of life–flows freely from a living, 
daring confidence in God’s grace.” 
–Quote from ELCA website resources for 
GWOH Day.
   
We will be doing our Lord of Love service 
projects during our education hour. A 
Thrivent action card has been purchased 
to help supply the materials and some free 
t-shirts will be available to those helping to 
be the hands of Christ to others. You are 
also encouraged to think of your own ways 
to share God’s love with others.

Service Projects planned include:
• Repackaging some food for Project 

Hope to hand out
• Make Fleece Blankets for Project Linus
• Make/send cards to our homebound 

and those we feel compelled to reach 
out to in love

deliver God’s presence to our neighbors, 
not to gain a reward, but because of the 
faith alive in us that God has graciously 
given to us.

Peace and blessings to you all,
Pastor Becky Sells <><

Sunday School Kickoff
Sunday, September 9
This is the day we will be going back to two 
Sunday morning worship services at 8 a.m. 
and 10:30 a.m. It is also the first day for 
Sunday School. Kids will be gathering in 
their classrooms to start and then rotating 
around to use their hands to share God’s 
love with others in our “God’s Work, Our 
Hands.” projects. 
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><> Come FISH With Us!><> 
Everyone is invited and encouraged 
to participate in FISH! Beginning 
Wednesday, September 12, we will 
gather inter-generationally to share our 
faith together in Fellowship, Inspiration, 
Story and Hope (FISH).  

Every Wednesday from 5:30 to 6:15 p.m. 
there will be a meal (free will offering) to 
share followed by an interactive program 
to feed our spiritual selves from 6:15–7 
p.m. It is a great opportunity to FISH!!!

Please consider participating in the FISH 
ministry by preparing and serving a meal 
for the group on Wednesday evenings.  
There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex or 
you can contact the church office or  Joan 
Witt (402-699-9054 or jwellensiek@cox.
net) for questions and to volunteer

HEADERNURTURE

Monthy Book Club to Begin!
MONTHLY BOOK CLUB starting on 
Tuesday, September 25 at 1 p.m. at 
Lord of Love. We will plan on reading 
books that have potential to inspire, give 
us hope,and live grace-filled lives. We 
encourage you to bring your suggestions 
and short descriptions about books for 
us to consider. Feel free to bring a friend. 
September's book for discussion will be 
"Hallelujah Anyway: Rediscovering Mercy" 
by Anne Lamott. Please contact Pastor 
Becky or Jane Gehringer if you need help 
getting the book.

Co-Director of Faith Formation Hired

It is with great pleasure and excitement 
that we announce that Carissa Combes 
will be joining the Lord of Love ministry 
team as a Co-Director of Faith Formation 
with emphasis on Education.  After 
completion of an appropriate application 
and interview process, the Church 
Council approved her hire for the part-
time position at the August 21 Council 
meeting. Carissa will begin immediately 
coordinating, leading and directing Lord 
of Love Christian education with emphasis 
on children newborn through sixth grade.

Carissa has a bachelor’s degree in 
Elementary Education from Dakota State 
University (Madison, SD) and a bachelor’s 
degree in Early Childhood Education from 
South Dakota State University (Brookings, 
SD). She has been teaching for several 
years and most recently was the Director 
of the Lord of Love Preschool. Carissa, a 
lifelong member of Lord of Love, and her 
husband Josh and daughter Payton are 
active in the congregation and sharing 
their Christian faith.
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Request for Grants Now Open
The Endowment Committee started 
receiving Grant Requests on August 1 and 
will continue through October 31. Based on 
Lord of Love’s constitution, the committee 
will have roughly $4,500 in grant monies. 

If you have a mission program that you 
would like to nominate, please complete a 
Grant Request and give it to the Endowment 
Committee or church office. Request forms 
are on the bulletin board in the narthex.

COMMUNITY NEWS

Introducing the Member Care Team
During the past few months a group of 
Lord of Love members with a health care 
background have been discussing beginning 
a ministry of caring for our Lord of Love 
family. One of the hallmarks of the Lord of 
Love congregation has been how we care 
for each other and we want to continue that 
tradition. Our hope in forming this ministry is 
that we can promote some healthy topics and 
assist perhaps in the some of the physical 
needs of our members, which will vary with 
each individual or family. 

We are working with Pastor Becky to 
determine needs, but if you have a need  

or know of a member with a need, feel free 
to contact Pastor Becky or one of the current 
members: Cathy Aden, Paula Foster, Joan 
Witt or Kathy Christiansen. More to come!  

Campus Ministry Starting Up For Fall
Undergrad students in the Omaha area:   
Check out "NeMO" (Nebraska Ministry 
Omaha) on Facebook.  Our first fall event will 
be on Thursday, September 6 at St. Timothy 
Lutheran Church at 93rd and Dodge from  
7 - 8:30 p.m. Come and see what our group 
is about:  we believe  in community, faith, 
relationships, and giving each other room 
to grow and trust. Plus WE ALWAYS HAVE 
FREE FOOD!  Call or text Pastor Jim Holthus 
at 218.760-2028 for more information. Bring 
your friends with you!

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1453976428227720/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1453976428227720/
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“Dios es nuestro amparo y fortaleza,” 
(“God is our refuge and strength,”) 

– Psalm 46:1

AMMPARO is a holistic, whole church 
commitment by the ELCA, as a church 
in the world, to accompany children 
today and in the future.

The word “amparo” in Spanish means 
the protection of a living creature from 
suffering or damage. The ELCA’s strategy 
of Accompanying Migrant Minors with 
Protection, Advocacy, Representation and 
Opportunities (AMMPARO) was envisioned 
after witnessing the plight of children who are 
forced to flee their communities because of 
complex and interrelated reasons, including 
chronic violence, poverty, environmental 
displacement and lack of opportunities in El 
Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala. 

The ELCA has developed this strategy 
based on the following commitments: 

• Uphold and guarantee basic human 
rights and safety of migrant children and 
their families;

• Address the root causes of migration 
in countries from Central America’s 
Northern Triangle and Mexico and the 
treatment of migrants in transit;

• Work toward just and humane policies 
affecting migrants in and outside the U.S.; 

About AMMPARO
• Engage as a church body with all of its 

companions, affiliates and partners to 
respond to the migration situation and 
its causes and to advocate for migrant 
children and their families.  

As brothers and sisters in Christ, the ELCA 
is called to bear witness to the conditions 
affecting so many communities and to work 
to find solutions that will acknowledge the 
humanity in all of God’s children. Join us in 
making a difference in the lives of vulnerable 
children and families.

Learn More and Get Involved
Pastor Rebecca Sheridan, one of our 
Nebraska Synod Evangelists, will lead an 
adult forum about the AMMPARO program 
at 9:15 am on Sunday, November 4, so 
please come to hear more.

Those who wish to get involved as volunteers 
may attend the Guardian Angel training at 
St. Matthew Lutheran on September 22. 
RSVP at https://conta.cc/2Pgv2Si

MISSION

Special Offerings Updates
Thanks to all of you who attended the 
summer breakfasts and gave so generously 
so that funds could be given to ELCA 
Lutheran Disaster Response, helping in 
crisis situations such as the wildfires in the 
western U.S.

Looking forward, the Mission Possible Team 
has designated funds from special offerings 
for Thanksgiving, Advent and Christmas to 
go to the ELCA AMMPARO (Accompanying 
Migrant Minors with Protection, Advocacy, 
Representation and Opportunities) program.  

https://conta.cc/2Pgv2Si
https://www.elca.org/ammparo
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Opportunities
Siena/Francis House Walk/Run
Join the 24th annual Siena/Francis House 
Hope for the Homeless Walk/Run on 
Saturday, September 8, 2018, at Stinson 
Park in Aksarben Village. The event will 
start at 9 a.m. 

Register online at http://bit.ly/2PLtIrC

Other opportunities to let God’s love 
come to others through you:
• Quilting at church, the first and third 

Tuesdays at church, 9 a.m.-Noonish
• Bring food and pantry items for Project 

Hope to church any time
• ”Be Love” to those around you and 

“Choose Kind” in all circumstances

Food Packaging at the Food Bank
Lord of Love is signed up for seven volunteers 
to assist with food packaging at Food Bank 
for the Heartland Tuesday, October 23, from 
5-7 p.m. Please sign up on the sign-up sheet 
in the Narthex, or send an email to Deb Lund 
at bdlund55@cox.net if you would like to 
participate.

You may meet at Lord of Love at 4:30 p.m. 
to carpool, or be at the Food Bank for the 
Heartland at 5 p.m., 10525 J Street.

Garden Update
Thanks to all those hard workers who have 
helped install the fence, prepare the ground, 
plant, weed, and harvest the abundant 
produce this year in the Lord of Love 
Community Garden.  The new “anti-critter 
defense system” has allowed for much more 
sweetcorn to be harvested and given to area 

food pantries.  All of the vegetables have 
done well this season, and many are still 
being picked or dug up: zucchini, potatoes, 
tomatoes and peppers. The garden has 
helped feed many hungry mouths again this 
summer with fresh, nourishing vegetables.  
Thanks be to God!

 
2018 Lord of Love Church Council

Vision and Coordination: Brian Lund, President; Don Rowen, Vice-President; 
Kathy Christiansen, Secretary; Jackie Combes, Treasurer
Nurture: Chris Rich and Joan Witt
Outreach: Paula Foster and Jesse Brewer
Resources: Brandon Zalesky and Paul Christenson
Worship: Rex Quadhamer and Heather Hansen

CHURCH COUNCIL

http://bit.ly/2PLtIrC
mailto:bdlund55%40cox.net?subject=
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General Fund financial information for July 2018: 
        Actual Income - $25,625.00
        Actual Expense - $27,008.53
 
Financial Information Year-To-Date as of the end of July:
        Actual Income - $187,929.41
        Actual Expense - $183,462.59
 
As of the end of July, the available cash balance is $3,161.87. 
Weekly offerings of $6,927 are needed to meet budgeted 
expenses. The weekly offering average at the end of July 
was $6,154. Thank you for your continued support.  

Giving Status

The Lord of Love Church Council met on August 21, 2018 and the following are some highlights 
from the meeting:

• After recommendation from the Interview Committee, the Council voted to extend an offer 
to Carissa Combes for the position of Co-Director of Faith Formation, Christian Education.   

• Jackie Combes has been in touch with Bob Kasworm and Pastor Anna regarding 
the need for an ambulance for Pastor Anna’s Tanzanian community. Because the 
amount needed is more than originally described ($40,000 vs $8,000), Jackie has 
been in touch with individuals at the Nebraska Synod office to see if there might 
be other congregations that Lord of Love might partner with to raise these funds. 

• Several suggestions had been submitted for the use of the Preschool space 
and were reviewed by Vision and Coordination. It was recommended that in the 
interim to transition the nursery to the Preschool area and form a task force to 
look at building use. Previous architectural plans are available and should be 
utilized with this Task Force. Ideally this space will have a multipurpose use.  

• Resource committee reported that the asphalt work is completed, and the 
painting of the lot will be completed soon. They will be using some funds 
from maintenance to get the carpet cleaned professionally soon. LED lights 
have been purchased and will be installed as time permits for the electrician.   

• Majority of the meeting was spent working through the 2019 budget. Hope to have it 
finalized by next month.

• Next Church Council meeting will be September 18, 2018 at 7 p.m.

Council Update from the Secretary
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When I feel like I have possibly lost my way 
or just feel stuck in a rut, I often look to find 
a sense of direction in all aspects of life. I 
try to read and research ideas of what could 
possibly help jump start me. My favorite is 
when a quote or simply a statement jumps 
off the page at me and speaks to me. I did 
the same thing when I was looking for a 
topic to discuss on Stewardship. I found a 
statement that really stood out to me.

“We are all stewards of the resources, 
abilities and opportunities that God has 
entrusted to our care, and one day each 
one of us will be called to give an account 
for how we have managed what the Master 
has given us.”

I thought this was fascinating and really 
made me reflect and look myself in the 
mirror. Have I maximized the resources, 
abilities and opportunities has given me in 
life? How about for my church family? 

I think we all have these things in our lives 
that we can use to benefit the church and 
our church family. I think of the people that 
love working in the garden and the amazing 
things being done with that, or the people 
in the church working with the youth. 

There are so many great people in our 
congregation with so many amazing 
resources, abilities and opportunities that 
God has blessed each one of us with.  

Stewardship Reflection, by Brandon Zalesky

I want to make sure that I am never 
wasting any of mine. I hope that anyone 
I come across can point out the abilities 
that I have but may not see, present me 
with opportunities that I didn’t know were 
available, and help me use the resources 
that are at my disposal. 

I challenge everyone to do that not only 
for me, but for others as well. Sometimes 
we need someone who sees the things we 
might not see to point them out for us. 
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Saturday, September 22
The Men's group is sponsoring a congregational picnic 
on September 22 at Mahoney State Park at the Wild 
Turkey picnic shelter. Lunch will be served from 11:30 
a.m. until 1 p.m. Also, we will have a short worship 
service at 1 p.m. as we take our congregation to  
the community.

A few items concerning this event:

• Please bring a side dish to share. Men's group will provide  
burgers, brats, hot dogs, water, tea and lemonade. 

• Bring lawn chairs if you like and any games to play (Men's group will have some games 
there, too) 

• Men's group will have their Saturday breakfast starting at 8 a.m. at the park picnic shelter.  
If you want to join us, sign up on the sign up sheet in the narthex (when it gets posted). 

• Feel free to enjoy all the things Mahoney State park has to offer: miniature golf, fishing, 
paddle boating, frisbee golf, horseback rides, zip lines, walking or biking.

Congregational Picnic and Taking Lord of Love to the Community

Men's Breakfast Group meets every Saturday morning at 0700  (see above for one exception) 
in the fellowship hall. All men are welcome.

Men's Breakfast Group

"We grow up when we see our life and our role from God’s perspective; when 
we thank God for the role he has assigned us and begin to see our cup as a 

gift instead of a cross; when each morning we ask, “God, how can I glorify you 
today in my given role?”

—Linda Dillow
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IN OUR PRAYERS AND LOVE NOTES

Dick Bell
Connie Bennett (cousin of Karen Armitage)
Jason Combes
Pat Edwards (mother of John Edwards)
Krysta Figga (friend of Dave & Lisa Rieff)
Babette Garder (mother of Kenn Garder); 
Mike and Gaye Garder (aunt & uncle of 
Kenn Garder)
Olivia Griffin (daughter of Scott and Dana 
Griffin)
Ed Guthrie
Pr. Joe Hernandez – Missionary in the 
Middle East (cousin of David & Chris Boarts)
David Hojnacke (neighbor of the Armitage 
family)
 Jan Hughes (aunt of Paula Foster); 
Jim Jacobson
Juanita Kiesel (friend of Mary Lou)
Julie (friend of Pat Brewer)
Kristen Kuhn (friend of Todd & Lisa Meyer)
Izzy Lightle (relative of Kim Gust)
Ken Lineweaver (step-dad of Gwen 
Edwards)
Lisa Lueders (sister-in-law of Dave Lueders)
Ruth Manning
Jon Meier (son of Carolyn Meier)

To add a name to the "In Our Prayers" section, email marylou@lord-of-love.org, contact the office at 
402.493.2946, or fill out a prayer request note available in the narthex and place it in the basket. 

Please also let the office know when a name can be removed from the list.

Loran and Pat Naber (friends of the 
Garders)
Eileen Nagle (mother-in-law of Tara Novak)
Judy Quest (friend of Jane Gehringer)
Paul Rumbaugh
Sarge Schuchard
Peggy Seck (cousin of Ann Kroll)
Pauline Shaffer
Brian & Nancy Shinrock
Erlinda Stevenson (sister of Jesse Brewer)
Roslynn Thom (sister of Ron Thom)
Nancy Thoman (stepmother of Ann Kroll)
Alan Walther (brother of Brian Walther)
Steve Wiitala (friend of Karen Mullen)
Brenda Thom
Lara Anne Willard and her parents 
Caregivers and those who suffer with 
addictions and depression, those seeking 
employment and those seeking to adopt.

Those Who Mourn
The family and friends of Ron Schroeder

Those Who Are Deployed
Zach Gehrig, grandson of Sarge & Shirley 
Schuchard

Thank you all so much for your prayers 
for Izzy Lightle, my cousin’s daughter. 
We’ve been praying for her since she was 
diagnosed with leukemia in December 
2015. In April 2018, she completed her last 
maintenance treatment and is cancer-free! 

LOVE NOTES
She recently had her first appointment in 
two months, and her lab results still look 
great. She’s a happy, healthy girl who just 
started kindergarten. Thank you again for 
all of your prayers!
-Kim Gust and family
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8 a.m. Service 10:30 a.m. Service
September 9

Greeters Paul and Sue Dieter Paul and Ann Kroll
Liturgist Shawn Lorenzen Karen Mullen
Communion Servers Joe and Jackie Combes Paul and Ann Kroll

Carissa and Payton Combes Paul Concannon
Joan Witt

Altar Care Connie Walther, Lisa Meyer Rosie Avalos
CD Recording Paul Christenson

September 16
Greeters Woody and Mardi Fiske Miguel and Rosie Avalos
Liturgist Kenn Garder Lori Vandeventer
Communion Servers Shari Garder Miguel and Rosie Avalos

Brian and Connie Walther Rett and Judy Messerschmidt
Bill Baker

Altar Care Mardi Fiske Pat Wineinger, Shelby Lamoureux
CD Recording Dave Lueders

September 23
Greeters Doug and Rose Roberts Shelby Lamoureux and Ruth Manning
Liturgist Heather Hansen Claudia Rowen
Communion Servers Brandon, Kayci, and Brayden Hansen Don Rowen

David Hild Charise and Maykala Adams
Julie Thompson

Altar Care Joan Witt Deb Quadhamer, Judy Messerschmidt
CD Recording Paul Murphy

September 30
Greeters Doug and Cathy Aden Dave and Susan Lueders
Liturgist Ron Thom Susan Lueders
Communion Servers Doug and Cathy Aden Dave Lueders

Kelly Duffy John and Gwen Edwards
Heather Christensen Kathy Christiansen

Altar Care Angie Meyer Diana Haye, Marcia Roads
CD Recording Jesse Brewer
Ushers

8 a.m.
10:30

Paul Dieter, Matt Willard, Dennis Hindemith, Jesse Brewer
Brian Lund, Deb Lund, Doug Armitage, Darrell Wineinger



8:00am Worship & 
Communion

9:15am Sunday 
School

10:30am Worship & 
Communion

5:00pm Bell Choir

30

7:00am Men's 
Ministry

29
9:00am Crane 
Coffee Fellowship

9:30am Al Anon 
Mtg.

7:30pm AA Mtg.

28
7:00pm Boy Scouts
27

4:45pm 

Confirmation
5:30pm FISH
6:00pm Brass 
Rehearsal

7:15pm Choir 
Rehearsal

26
1:00pm Book Club
25

8:00pm AA & Al 
Anon

24
8:00am Worship & 
Communion

9:15am Sunday 
School

10:30am Worship & 
Communion

5:00pm Bell Choir

23

7:00am Men's 
Ministry

11:30am Picnic & 
Worship at 
Mahoney Park

22
9:00am Crane 
Coffee Fellowship

9:30am Al Anon 
Mtg.

7:30pm AA Mtg.

21
7:00pm Boy Scouts
20

4:45pm 

Confirmation
5:30pm FISH
6:00pm Brass 
Rehearsal

7:15pm Choir 
Rehearsal

19
9:00am Quilters
7:00pm Church 
Council Mtg.

18
8:00pm AA & Al 
Anon

17
8:00am Worship & 
Communion

9:15am Sunday 
School

10:30am Worship & 
Communion

5:00pm Bell Choir

16

7:00am Men's 
Ministry

15
9:00am Crane 
Coffee Fellowship

9:30am Al Anon 
Mtg.

7:30pm AA Mtg.

14
7:00pm Boy Scouts
13

4:45pm 

Confirmation 
12:00pm Aged to 
Perfection Lunch 

5:30pm FISH
6:00pm Brass 
Rehearsal

7:15pm Choir 
Rehearsal

1211
8:00pm AA & Al 
Anon

10
Kick-Off/God's 
Work, Our Hands

8:00am Worship & 
Communion

9:15am Sunday 
School

10:30am Worship & 
Communion

1:00pm District 18
2:00pm Lee Pennell 
Service

5:00pm Bell Choir

9

7:00am Men's 
Ministry

8
9:00am Crane 
Coffee Fellowship

9:30am Al Anon 
Mtg.

7:30pm AA Mtg.

7
7:00pm Boy Scouts
6

4:45pm 

Confirmation
6:00pm Brass 
Rehearsal

7:15pm Choir 
Rehearsal

5
9:00am Quilters
7:00pm Vision & 
Coordination

4
8:00pm AA & Al 
Anon

3
9:00am Summer 
Worship & 
Communion

2

7:00am Men's 
Ministry

1

SaturdayFridayThursdayWednesdayTuesdayMondaySunday

September 2018

CALENDAR


