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"Return to the Lord, your God, for he is 
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 
and abounding in steadfast love.” 

—Joel 2:13

We begin Lent each year with a solemn 
reminder of our own mortality. At the Ash 
Wednesday service (7 p.m., March 6) we 
will have imposition of ashes and will hear: 
“Remember that you are dust, and to dust 
you shall return.”  But we will also sing Joel 
2:13): “Return to the Lord your God, for he 
is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and 
abounding in steadfast love.” The words for 
Joel 2:13 will also be proclaimed on Sunday 
mornings in our new liturgy, Unfailing Light, 
that we will be using during Lent.

The five Wednesday midweek Lenten 
services following Ash Wednesday, at 
7 p.m., will be focused on the theme of 
“Forgiveness.” Forgiveness is one of 
those topics we find all over our worship 
liturgies: in our confession and forgiveness 
at the beginning of most worship services, 
in the Lord’s Prayer, “Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us;” 
and even in Jesus words of institution 
before communion: “This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sin.” However, for as much 
time as we spend in worship asking God 
for forgiveness, repenting of our sinful 
ways, and returning back to God, sin and 
forgiveness continue to be a problem that 
plagues our brokenness with God, and with 
the rest of humanity. 

As I’ve been preparing the topic of 
forgiveness, I have sought out people who 
have dedicated their whole lives to the 
transformational power that forgiveness 
can have not only on our own lives as 
individuals (which it can), but also on entire 
nations, like it did following the apartheid in 
South Africa. For this reason, “The Book 

of Forgiving,” by Desmond Tutu and 
Mpho Tutu, which explores the “fourfold 
path of healing ourselves and our world,” 
has been a companion of mine from which 
I have gleaned insights into both the hard 
work of working through forgiveness and 
the transformational power forgiveness 
can have on relationships with other 
people—and our ability to not let guilt, 
anger, and brokenness destroy our own 
health and ability to find peace and joy that 
lasts. There will also be several spiritual 
practices you will be invited into from this 
book, involving a stone, and a journal, if 
you are willing to try.

Another resource for preparing this Lenten 
series has been the Women’s Gather 
Magazine Bible Study Series from this fall. 
On the topic of repentance, the series talks 
about forgiveness not only as the thing we 
should do, but the work we need to do to 
draw closer to God. Here’s a quote from 
the September Bible Study:  

 “When Jesus and John the Baptist  
 invite their listeners to ‘repent,’ 
 it does not mean that we need

 to make our way closer to a God
 who is distant, separated or far off,
 but the opposite: The kingdom of
 God has come near.  When we turn
 back to God, we find an all
 encompassing love that has never 
 eft us alone, not for an instant—so
 there is nothing to fear in
 repentance.” (continued on next) 
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WORSHIP

2019 Lenten Plans
Lent starts on Ash Wednesday, March 6. 
We will begin Lent on March 6 with our 
first Lenten meal from 5:30 p.m.-6:30ish, 
and will continue with our 7 p.m. Ash 
Wednesday Service. At this service, you 
will be invited to come up for the imposition 
of ashes, and contemplate your mortality 
with the words, “Remember that you are 
dust, and to dust you shall return.” We 
will contemplate the many ways we are 
encouraged to draw ever nearer to God and 
spend time loving God and our neighbors. 
We will also celebrate Holy Communion 
with one another. (continued, next)

(continued from previous) The season of 
Lent, naturally gives us a chance to return 
to the Lord our God, by seeking to draw 
nearer to God by giving up some of our idols 
(like chocolate, Facebook, video games, 
TV, meat, hoarding, etc.), paying attention 
to our selfish, sinful selves, and becoming 
more aware of God’s presence and seeing 
the needs of others. Some might choose to 
draw closer to God by adding disciplines or 
spiritual practices, such as Lenten devotions, 
spending more time in prayer or focusing on 
doing more centered prayers or journaling, 
and/or possibly fasting on Holy Days (such 
as Ash Wednesday and Maundy Thursday 
and perhaps other days of your choosing), 
and focusing on one’s relationship with 
God and all the ways God makes God’s 
presence known to us on a daily basis. 

My prayers for you have already started, 
for the ways the Spirit will guide our 
journeys through Lent and draw us nearer 
to one another and our God. May we all 
be preparing our hearts, and trusting God 
to lead us through this season of Lent as 
we draw nearer to our Lord and cross of 
Christ, and await with great anticipation the 
glorious good news of Easter: where sin, 
death, and the devil have been defeated in 
the rising of our Savior, and the gracious 
love of God has been promised and 
showered upon us in our dying and rising 
with Christ, not only in our baptism, but in 
our daily walk of drawing ever near to God.

May peace be yours,

-Pastor Becky + <><
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(continued)
Our five Midweek 
Lenten Plans on 
Wednesdays, March 
13-April 10, will 
begin with a meal 
from 5:30-6:30 
p.m., followed by a 
midweek worship 
service at 7 p.m., 
where we will focus 
on the theme of 
“Forgivenes." The 
liturgy that we will be using is the “Evening 
Prayer” service from the Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship. Throughout Lent, 
we will also be invited to participate in 
different spiritual exercises involving 
a stone and a journal, as found in The 
Book of Forgiving by Desmond Tutu and  
Mpho Tutu.

On Sunday mornings during Lent, we will be 
using  a new liturgy, called “Unfailing Light.” 
This liturgy was written by Marty Haugen 
and Susan Briehl, through a process of

HEADERWORSHIP

Lent, continued
d i a l o g u e 
between several 
communities, just 
as Haugen worked
with others in
developing the 
liturgies for 
Holden Evening 
Prayer, and "Now 
the Feast and 
C e l e b r a t i o n . " 

This liturgy was  originally written to be 
an evening setting that celebrates Holy 
Communion and reflects both the story of 
the Road to Emmaus, and how the first 
followers of Christ devoted themselves “to 
the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to 
the breaking of the bread and the prayers,” 
as the darkness deepens around us in the 
evening. 

On March 3, during the Adult Forum (9:15 
a.m.), we will be running through this 
liturgy, before we actually start singing it in 
worship on March 10.  

NURTURE

Please join us for fellowship and soup 
suppers during the Lenten season beginning 
March 6 through April 10.  The meals will 
be prepared by various groups from the 
congregation, served from 5:30—6:30 p.m. 
prior to the 7 p.m. services.

Lenten Midweek Meals
Thank you to Susan and Dave Lueders and 
Lynette and Adam Lueders for preparing 
and serving delicious chili and grilled cheese 
along with plenty of smiles for the January 13 
movie night. The Mr. Rogers documentary 
that was shown touched everyone.

Thank you to everyone who helped with the 
FISH meals during January and February 
including: Gary Ramsay, Doug Aden, 
John Howell, Rex Quadhammer, Shawn 
Lorenzen, Susan Lueders, and Joan Witt.

Thank-Yous



HEADER

March 2019     5

NURTURE

Donut and Coffee Fellowship
You can participate! It is quite simple for 
anyone to help with Sunday morning donuts 
and coffee, so here are a few instructions 
if you are not sure. All you need to do is: 
 
• Choose a Sunday to sign-up on the form 

posted in the narthex.
• Go to the bakery department of Hy-Vee 

at 108th and Fort sometime after 7 a.m.
• Ask for the Lord of Love donuts and 

cookies, then sign your name on the 
ticket that you received. You don't pay 
out of pocket. Take a shopping cart with 
you to the northwest corner of the store, 
as the donut box is fairly big and heavy.

• Bring the large box of donuts with two 
boxes of cookies and pink slip from 
HyVee to the back table in the narthex 
at church prior to 9 a.m.    

It is also quite simple to clean up after the 
fellowship time. During the fellowship time, 
turn on the dishwasher and lower lever to 
close so water is hot when you roll carts 
to the kitchen at 10:30 a.m. or after. Dump 
coffee grounds in trash can, empty coffee 
pots, place cups and items in trays and run 
through dishwasher. If you are not sure 
how to run the dishwasher, do not hesitate  
to ask.

Thank you to the Men's Ministry team, 
everyone who plugs in the pots, the 
Gusts, Shawn Lorenzen, Brandon 
Zalesky, the Hansens, Paul Murphy, Deb 
Lund, Paula Foster, Dave Lueders and 
Joan Witt for helping to pick up the donuts, 
clean up, etc., so as to make the fellowship 
ministry happen these past two months. 

COMMUNITY NEWS

Our monthly book 
group continues with 
great discussions. 
Please consider 
joining us when you 
are able at 1 p.m. 
on the following 
dates to discuss the 
title listed. Our next 
meeting is Tuesday, 
March 26 to discuss 
A Man Called Ove. 

If you would like any
assistance obtaining the book, feel free to 
contact Jane Gehringer or Pastor Becky.

Book Club
April 23: "Gilead" by Marilynne Robinson
May 28: "Boys in the Boat: Nine Americans 
and Their Epic Quest for Gold at the 1936 
Berlin Olympics" by Daniel James Brown
June 25: "I Am a Man: Chief Standing Bear's 
Journey for Justice" by Joe Starita
July 23: "To Kill a Mockingbird" by Harper Lee
August 27: "A Prayer for Owen Meany: A 
Novel" by John Irving 
September 24: "The Secret Life of Bees" by 
Sue Monk Kidd
October 22: " A Wrinkle in Time" by Madeline 
L'Engle
November 26: "Learning to Walk in the Dark" 
by Barbara Brown Taylor 
January 28: "The Poisonwood Bible" by 
Barbara Kingsolver
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Walk to Jerusalem
The Member Care 
team would like 
to thank everyone 
who is participating 
in the Walk to 
Jerusalem. There 
are consistently 25 
to 30 individuals 
who are logging
their miles every 
week and they have been active!  Because 
we have been bustling along so well, we 
have been able to “spend more time” in the 

Northern Africa countries and learn more 
about our neighbors in this area of the 
world.  As we approach the time of Lent, 
remember to read the weekly devotions 
that are a part of the Walk. Additional 
devotions can be found online, including 
the daily God Pause on Luther Seminary 
(www.luthersem.edu). And remember, 
attendance at the weekly Lenten service is 
counted as mileage!  

For any questions, please email 
membercareteam@lord-of-love.org.  

Mission Possible Update and Service Opportunity
Our special offerings for the upcoming 
Wednesday night Lenten services, soup 
supper proceeds, and Easter will be given 
to the local ELF coalition of Habitat for 
Humanity ($1000) and remainder to the 
Heart Ministry Center at 24th and Binney.  
The mission of the Heart Ministry Center is 
"Providing food, clothing, healthcare and a 
way forward to people severely affected by 
poverty in the Omaha area." 

To learn more, check out their website: 
https://heartministrycenter.org/

In addition, Eric Crawford, CEO of the Heart 
Ministry Center, will be at Lord of Love on 
Sunday, March 10, to speak briefly during 

services and help lead an adult forum about 
the Center.

We have an opportunity to assist the Heart 
Ministry Center by repackaging food at their 
food pantry on Friday, March 15, from 9:30 
a.m.-1 p.m. (Those who wish to do so will 
carpool from Lord of Love at 9 a.m.)

Students age 12 and older are also welcome 
to sign up, as long as they have an adult 
with them who will ensure they are working 
and not producing more work!

Those able to assist in this activity should 
sign up using the Signup Genius link, or 
talk to Deb Lund, bdlund55@cox.net

OUTREACH

http://www.luthersem.edu
https://heartministrycenter.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4DAFAE22A1FC1-volunteer 
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Loads of Love
Our own "Loads of 
Love" laundry and 
dry goods pantry is 
coming soon to Lord 
of Love! In March, 
he congregation will 
be asked to begin 
donating laundry 
supplies, which we
will then give away to those in need in our 
community at an event at our church later 
this spring.

Many families who rely on SNAP benefits 
need essentials like laundry detergent, 
toilet paper, and feminine hygiene 
products but cannot use their benefits for 
such items.

Look for a flyer with details in the weeks 
to come!

ELCA Partners with "Blessed Tomorrow"
2/4/2019 2:50:00 PM
CHICAGO – In its commitment to pursuing 
wholeness for creation, the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) is 
pleased to announce collaboration with 
ecoAmerica and its Blessed Tomorrow 
program, which helps faith-based 
organizations elevate their leadership 
on the moral, religious and justice issues 
surrounding climate change.

This ELCA commitment to caring for 
creation is expressed through individual 
and community action, worship, learning, 
moral deliberation and advocacy. The 
collaboration with Blessed Tomorrow 
underscores a commitment to raising 
awareness of climate change and taking 
action to mitigate its impact.

In conjunction with this announcement, 

the ELCA has released "God's work. Our 
hands. Caring for Creation Today," a video 
that explains the Lutheran grounding for 
and prioritization of creation care and 
encourages ongoing dialogue and activity.
"It's our duty to go out in the world and 
change it for the better," said the Rev. Amy 
E. Reumann, director, ELCA Advocacy.

Additional resources developed through 
this collaboration include the online guides 
"15 Steps to Create Effective Climate 
Communications" and "Let's Talk Faith 
and Climate."

Emphasizing the commitment to caring 
for God's creation, the ELCA has taken 
leadership roles in national and international 
forums. In September 2018, the ELCA was 
a primary host of the faith-based Talanoa 
Dialogue, an affiliate event to the Global 
Climate Action Summit in San Francisco. In 
December 2018, the ELCA raised members' 
experience and faith-centered reflections 
to a new level of input and consultation 
by participating in COP 24, the annual 
conference of parties of the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change. 
This marked the first time that the ELCA has 
participated as a fully accredited entity.

In her 2018 Earth Day statement, ELCA 
Presiding Bishop Elizabeth A. Eaton wrote: 

"The present moment is a critical and 
urgent one, filled with both challenge 
and opportunity to act as individuals, 
citizens, leaders and communities of faith 
in solidarity with God's good creation 
and in hope for our shared future."

"Blessed Tomorrow," continued
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Need Spring Cleaning Help?
As a fundraiser for the youth headed to 
Chicago, we will be looking to help members 
with spring clean-up opportunities. If you 
have something in mind, please let Lynette 
know and we can work to schedule a time 
for some youth to help out.

March Youth Lock-In
All Lord of Love youth 7–12th grade and 
friends are invited to join us for a Lord of 
Love lock-in March 16–17. We will plan 
to meet at the church mid-afternoon to 
participate in a service opportunity and 
fun before coming back to church for  
our lock-in. 

If there are any questions, contact Lynette 
Lueders at lynette@lord-of-love.org or 
call 720.201.2024.

Easter Breakfast
Easter Breakfast: All Lord of Love 
members and families are invited to 
the annual Easter Breakfast on Easter 
Sunday, April 21. If you would like to 
help with this well-loved annual tradition, 
please reach out to Lynette.

COUNCIL

"I can do all things through him who 
strengthens me."

—Philippians 4:13 (NRSV)

A big THANK YOU! to our faithful and hardy 
members who braved wintery weather in 
mid-February to join in worship, our annual 
meeting, and in healthy discussion of our 
topics of worship and faith formation. I 
greatly appreciate the insight and comments 
shared that day. I sense that for some the 
path forward is clear, but for others it is not. 
The council will be reflecting on what we 
heard and continue in discussion, planning, 
and follow-up on these topics as the year 
progresses.

From the Council President, Brian Lund
Throughout this year, the council will also 
be engaged in study of a book called 
“Growing Young: 6 essential strategies 
to help young people discover and love 
your church”. The Vision and Coordination 
committee started looking at this book last 
year. The researchers for this book identify 
some of the key things that successful 
churches do to be friendly to young people 
and foster faithful youth and young people. 
I am excited to think about what may come 
out of our reading and discussion. I don’t 
see any big changes to what we do in the 
near future, because we are already doing 
some of the things mentioned. However, 
there may be small (continued, next) 
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From the Council President, continued
(continued from previous) changes  to help 
us be an even more inviting and nurturing 
congregation.

"Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we 
profess, for he who promised is faithful.  
And let us consider how we may spur 
one another on toward love and good 
deeds,  not giving up meeting together, 
as some are in the habit of doing, but 
encouraging one another—and all the 
more as you see the Day approaching."

—Hebrews 10:23-25 (NIV)  

I am so thankful for the loving family we 
share at Lord of Love. Thank you for 
welcoming new friends, for the concern 
you show for those in need, and for your 
ongoing support of the ministries of our 
congregation.

Please continue to pray for the ELCA, 
Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, our 
Nebraska Synod, Bishop Brian Maas, 
Pastor Becky, our staff, our members, our 
ministry together, and for all of those who 
are in need.

Blessings in faith and service, 

 
2019 Lord of Love Church Council

Vision and Coordination: Brian Lund, President; Paul Murphy, Vice-President; 
Kathy Christiansen, Secretary; Rett Messerschmidt, Treasurer
Nurture: Rosie Avalos and Joan Witt
Outreach: Paula Foster and Charise Adams
Resources: Brandon Zalesky and Paul Christenson
Worship: Rex Quadhamer and Shawn Lorenzen

General Fund financial information for January 2019: 
        Actual Income - $25,557.30
        Actual Expense - $27,725.53
 
Financial Information Year-To-Date as of the end of January:
        Actual Income - $25,557.30
        Actual Expense - $27,725.53
 
As of the end of January, the available cash balance is negative $8,713.79. Weekly offerings 
of $6,912 are needed to meet budgeted expenses. The weekly offering average at the end of 
January was $6,245. Thank you for your continued support.  

Giving Status
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There are many opportunities in which we 
must be stewards that go beyond the church. 
We want to discover the many ways our 
congregation can go above and beyond the 
things we do at the church. We are blessed 
with a congregation that is always willing 
to give back to the community using their 
times and talents. I get to start the series by 
discussing what I am passionate about.

Two years ago, I was looking for an 
opportunity to become a mentor. I had 
previous experience coaching youth teams 
and really enjoyed and helping teach the 
youth. I had a friend that recommended 
Youth Emergency Services. I fell in love 
with the opportunity to be able to give back 
to an organization that focuses on helping 
improve kids' lives for those who are 
struggling to find good influences.

I was matched with a 16-year-old boy who 
I continue to work with today. We hang out 
and go to games and talk. We are friends 
that hang out and talk sports just like I 
would with any of my other friends. Last 
year, the program asked me to speak once 
a month at their group sessions regarding 
all kinds of financial wellness topics that 
15-22-year-olds need to know. YES has 
been amazing and hearing how much the 
kids learn listening to my discussions has 
made it more rewarding than ever before. 

I also got the 
o p p o r t u n i t y 
to ask one of 
the ladies that 
works for YES 
her thoughts
about the program. Skyler Mann works 
with the youth and helps lead the sessions 
where I speak. 

Stewardship Beyond the Church Walls, by Brandon Zalesky

1) What made you choose YES?
I had volunteered here at YES back when I 
was in high school. I would volunteer up at 
the Street Outreach Center at least once or 
twice a week after school, and that is where 
I first became acquainted with YES and all 
the amazing work they do. I had been aware 
of the problem of youth homelessness but 
had never truly understood the full scope 
of the problem until I started to volunteer 
with YES. I would often have conversations 
with the youth at the Outreach center, who 
at the time were the same age as me, and 
would think to myself how I could never 
imagine what I would do if I were facing 
housing or food instability as they were. I 
had always wanted to work with teenagers 
and young adults, and as I was nearing 
the end of my college career, it became 
apparent to me that I wanted to work in 
an area that was preventative of youth or 
chronic homelessness. 

2) What do you like about YES?
I work specifically with our Transitional 
Living Program and Maternity Group Home, 
so I really like the fact that YES is giving 
these young adults a stable environment 
full of support and resources where they 
can learn and grow to become more self-
sufficient, while furthering their own goals. 
Whenever I interview young adults who 
apply to our programs, (continued, next)
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Stewardship, continued

MEN'S NEWS CORNER

Men's Breakfast Group meets Saturday 
mornings at 0700 in the fellowship hall. All 
men are welcome.

Men's Breakfast Group

(cont. from previous) I often witness a 
common theme. Many of these youth have 
so many amazing life goals, both short term 
and long term, that they want to be able to 
achieve. However, many of those goals feel 
out of reach or intangible for them at that 
moment due to the instability they are facing 
in their environments. The wraparound 
services that YES offers truly helps provide 
differing levels of services to best help 
youth based on their needs. Whether it's 
the Street Outreach Center, where they can 
access food, clothing, hygiene items, warm 
meals,showers, and laundry services, or if 
they need a safe place
to stay for a short 
period of time at our 
Emergency Shelter, 
or if they are in need 
of long-term housing 
options such as the 
Transitional Living 
and Maternity Group 
Home programs. 

YES and all its staff truly do care about 
every youth that walks through the doors 
and we want to do all we can to see them 
succeed and make strides towards self-
sufficiency, so that we can break that cycle 
of homelessness. 

3) What would benefit the program 
the most? i.e. more mentors, more 
events, more resources etc.
In our Transitional Living and Maternity 
Group Home Programs, we really would 
like to integrate more events and group 
speakers to touch on a variety of different 
life skills. We currently have some amazing 
individuals who volunteer their time each 
month to teach our youth about very 
important topics related to independent 
living during our weekly group nights. 
However, we would really like to expand 
this and integrate new topics and group 
speakers to give our clients more variety. 
We always provide a meal to the youth at 
the end of the speaker's presentation. We 
have had some very generous people from 
the community donate and bring in meals 
for these groups. 

Finally, a lot of our youth heavily rely on the 
Metro bus system for transportation, so we 
are always in need of Metro bus passes 
(i.e. one rides with transfers or ten ride 
passes). We always appreciate any help or 
awareness that people can send our way! 

If anyone has any questions about YES or 
is interested in helping with YES, feel free 
to reach out to me!
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Lutheran Women of Omaha
Lutheran Women of Omaha will meet at 
noon on Tuesday, March 12 at St. Michael 
Church, 13232 Blondo St. Luncheon will be 
served for $7. A representative of Saving 
Grace Perishable Food Rescue will be the 
guest speaker, with the free-will offering 
designated for that ministry. Please make 
reservations with Ruth Manning (402-451-
0221) by 3 p.m. on Sunday, March 10.

Bible Study
"Gather" Bible study groups continue to 
focus on The Gospel of John. The theme 
of the March study is "Friends for Life in 
Christ." In this session, we meet a woman 
caught in adultery, a man born blind, and 
Jesus' friends Mary, Martha and Lazurus. 
Through their stories, we come to see how 
Jesus meets us with mercy, healing and 
hope in the face of judgment, rejection and 
grief. We share in Jesus' final conversation 
with his disciples before his arrest, where he 
shows his love and mercy and prays for us. 

Deb Christenson will serve a light supper 
for the Monday evening group which meets 
at 6 p.m. on March 4 at 16117 Clay Court 
(Bennington). To help Deb know how much 
food to prepare, please call her at 402-403-
1139 if you plan to attend. 

The Wednesday evening group will meet at 
6 p.m. on March 6 in the Mary Room at LOL. 
Dinner will be available in the Fellowship 
Hall at 5:30. All women are invited to either 
of these groups.

Local, Regional Women's Events
The Metro East Spring Gathering will be 
held on April 27 at St. Timothy Lutheran 
under the theme, "Fashion and Faith." 
Additional information and registration 
forms will be available by the end of March.

"Living Joy— Sharing 
Joy" is the theme of 
the 2019 Nebraska 
Synodical Women's 
O r g a n i z a t i o n 
(NSWO) convention 
and gathering to 
be held Oct. 11-13
at Camp Carol Joy Holling. Scholarships 
will be available to LOL women who wish 
to attend.

About Our Women's Ministries
What is “Women of Love”? This is Lord of 
Love’s womens’ ministries. We are also 
participants within Women of the ELCA, 
an interdependent organization of the 
ELCA. Women of the ELCA brings our 
mission and purpose to life through three 
expressions—our congregational units, 
our synodical women’s organizations and 
our churchwide organization. Together, we 
mobilize women to act boldly on our faith 
in Jesus Christ—to grow in faith, affirm our 
gifts, support one another in our callings, 
engage in ministry and action, and promote 
healing and wholeness in the church, the 
society, and the world. Together!

The congregational unit is exactly how it 
sounds, the women among a congregation, 
i.e. Lord of Love Lutheran Church.  Here 
at Lord of Love, we meet monthly for 
Bible studies (first Monday and first 
Wednesday).  We host events like “Bowling 
for Jesus,” which we use to raise funds 
and most importantly, (continued, next) 
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(continued from previous) enjoying 
fellowship with each other.  We work in 
conjunction with the Nurture Committee to 
host events, like the tailgate party and a 
Progressive Dinner in the future. We make 
quilts which are sent annually to Lutheran 
World Relief. We gather for coffee and 
fellowship every two weeks. This year 
we are planning a “God’s Daughters Tea 
Party.”

Who can attend these 
events, who can help 
plan these events?  
Every woman within 
Lord of Love is welcome 
and encouraged to 
participate.

The synodical women’s organization 
(SWO) is the organization of each Synod; 
there is only one Synod without one. The 
Nebraska Women of the ELCA hosts seven 
spring gatherings across the state. They 
usually hold a day-retreat, Winter Retreat, 
though in January, it was canceled when 
the entire state (except two counties) 
was under a Winter Weather Advisory.  
During the odd years there is the Biennial 
Convention and Gathering; the even years 
hold a one-day retreat, “Autumn Renewal.”  
There is an elected board of four officers 
and seven board members (one from each 
conference) hat conducts the business of 
the organization; they are elected every 
two years at the Biennial Convention.  Their 
president is elected using a nominating 
ballot. Lord of Love has had members 
serve on the Metro East Conference 
Spring Gathering planning team, as the 
Metro East Conference Coordinator, on 
the Metro East nominating committee, the 
convention/gathering planning team, plus 
as the Nebraska Women of the ELCA Vice 
President and President.

About, continued
The churchwide organization encompasses 
the thousands of congregational units and 
the sixty-four synodical organizations; 
basically everyone.  The big event they 
host every three years is the Triennial 
Convention and Gathering (similar to the 
National Youth Gatherings)—with the next 
one in Phoenix next year, then Spokane in 
2023. Annually, they host the Conference 
of Presidents, where the sixty-four SWO 
presidents gathering to receive information 
related to emphases, priorities, and 
projected programs of Women of the ELCA.
The presidents will make recommendations 
to the executive board; develop leadership 
skills; and foster community and renewal.  
There is an elected board of officers  and 
executive board members. Their president 
and vice president are elected using a 
nominating ballot. Lord of Love has had 
a member serve as an Executive Board 
Member. 

Why should you participate?  The fellowship, 
the spiritual growth, making new friends, 
and the list goes on and on.  Join us as 
together we mobilize women to act boldly 
on our faith in Jesus Christ!

If you have any questions, please contact 
Rose Roberts or Ruth Manning.  We hope 
to see you at Bible study, coffee, and 
everywhere else! 

Save the Date: Progressive Dinner
Mark your calendars and plan to attend a 
Progressive Dinner at Lord of Love and 
other places on Saturday, April 6. Hosted 
by WELCA —more information about this 
fun evening of fellowship to come. 
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Janet Baker
Dick Bell
Connie Bennett (cousin of Karen Armitage)
Brooke (friend of Rose Roberts)
Gloria Chalkley (friend of Ann Kroll)
Jason Combes
Krysta Figga (friend of Dave & Lisa Rieff)
Babette Garder (mother of Kenn Garder)
Olivia Griffin (daughter of Scott and Dana 
Griffin)
Ed Guthrie
Pr. Joe Hernandez – Missionary in the Middle 
East (cousin of David & Chris Boarts)
Dennis Hindemith
David Hojnacke (neighbor of the Armitage 
family)
Julie (friend of Pat Brewer)
Juanita Kiesel (friend of Mary Lou)
Ken Lineweaver (step-dad of Gwen Edwards)
Lisa Lueders (sister-in-law of Dave Lueders)
Eileen Nagle (mother-in-law of Tara Novak)
Allan Neu (father of Carol Novak)
Bill Pickens
Paul Rumbaugh
Sarge Schuchard
Peggy Seck (cousin of Ann Kroll)
Pauline Shaffer

To add a name to the "In Our Prayers" section, email marylou@lord-of-love.org, contact the 
office at 402.493.2946, or fill out a prayer request note available in the narthex and place  

it in the basket. 

Nancy Shinrock
Brenda Thom
Roslynn Thom (sister of Ron Thom)
Stephanie Ulrich (relative of Paula Foster)
Jo Ward (mother of Christie Klos)
Lara Willard (daughter of Matt & Lisa)
Steve Wiitala (friend of Karen Mullen)

Caregivers and those who suffer with 
addictions and depression, those seeking 
employment and those seeking to adopt.

Those Who Mourn
The family and friends of Cassy Clausen
The family and friends of Terence Strawhun
The family and friends of Margret Kragnes

Those Who Are Deployed
Brian Kroeger, friend of the Lueders family
Tanner Torosian, grandson of Lorraine 
Mohrlock
Zach Gehrig, grandson of Sarge & Shirley 
Schuchard
Tom Wilson, son of Jackie Wilson (friend of 
Gwen Edwards)

Thank you to everyone who came out on 
January 26 to show love and support for Jason 
Combes and his continuing recovery. The 
(almost) final amount raised was $7,956.41.  
It was a heartwarming evening and it couldn’t 
have happened without all your support!  
Thanks to everyone who made an auction 
basket or item or bought an auction basket 
or item.  Thanks to all who staffed the kitchen 
so seamlessly and provided service with a 
smile.  Thanks to those who made the extras 
for the meal (the salad and yummy desserts).  
Thanks to Jesse Brewer for being the emcee 
extraordinaire for the evening and Connie 
Walther and Susan Lueders for the lovely setup 
for the dinner.  And a very special thank you to 

LOVE NOTES
the committee who made it happen in just 3 
weeks:  Pastor Becky, Susan Lueders, Connie 
Walther Lynette Lueders, and Charise Adams.  

-Kathy Christiansen

THANK YOU from the Combes family for all the 
love and effort put into Jason's benefit.  Special 
thanks to the committee, for the beautiful table 
decorations, for the silent auction donations 
as well as all the monetary donations. Thank 
you for your continued prayers and support for 
our family. Jason has made amazing progress 
but continues to heal physically and mentally.  
Please continue to keep him in your prayers.  
We are forever grateful for your support.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

9:00am Crane 
Coffee Fellowship

9:30am Al Anon
7:30pm AA Mtg.

1
7:00am Men's 
Ministry

2

3
8:00am Worship & 
Communion 

9:15am Sunday 
School

10:30am Worship & 
Communion

5:00pm Bell Choir

8:00pm AA & Al 
Anon

4
9:00am Quilters
7:00pm Vision & 
Coordination Mtg.

5
4:45pm 

Confirmation
5:30pm Soup Supper
5:30pm Brass
7:00pm Ash 
Wednesday 
Service

7:45pm Choir 
Rehearsal

6
7:00pm Boy Scouts
7

Piano Tuning
9:00am Crane 
Coffee Fellowship

9:30am Al Anon
7:30pm AA Mtg.

8
7:00am Men's 
Ministry

9:00am Novak 
Recital

9

8:00am Worship & 
Communion

9:15am Sunday 
School

10:30am Worship & 
Communion

5:00pm Bell Choir

10
8:00pm AA & Al 
Anon

11 12
12:00pm Aged to 
Perfection Lunch

4:45pm 

Confirmation
5:30pm Brass
5:30pm Soup Supper
7:00pm Lenten 
Worship

7:45pm Choir 
Rehearsal

13
7:00pm Boy Scouts
14

Piano Tuning
9:00am Crane 
Coffee Fellowship

9:30am Volunteer 
Opportunity @ 
Heart Ministry

9:30am Al Anon
7:30pm AA Mtg.

15
7:00am Men's 
Ministry

10:00am Youth 
Lock-In

16

8:00am Worship & 
Communion

9:15am Sunday 
School

10:30am Worship & 
Communion

5:00pm Bell Choir

17
6:00pm Roanoke 
Neighborhood 
Association

8:00pm AA & Al 
Anon

18
9:00am Quilters
7:00pm Church 
Council

19
4:45pm 

Confirmation
5:30pm Soup Supper
5:30pm Brass
7:00pm Lenten 
Worship

7:45pm Choir 
Rehearsal

20
7:00pm Boy Scouts
21

9:00am Crane 
Coffee Fellowship

9:30am Al Anon
7:30pm AA Mtg.

22
7:00am Men's 
Ministry

23

8:00am Worship & 
Communion

9:15am Sunday 
School

10:30am Worship & 
Communion

5:00pm Bell Choir

24
8:00pm AA & Al 
Anon

25
1:00pm Book Club
26

4:45pm 

Confirmation
5:30pm Brass
5:30pm Soup Supper
7:00pm Lenten 
Worship

7:45pm Choir 
Rehearsal

27
7:00pm Boy Scouts
28

9:00am Crane 
Coffee Fellowship

9:30am Al Anon
7:30pm AA Mtg.

29
7:00am Men's 
Ministry

8:00am Cosby 
Recital

30

8:00am Worship & 
Communion

9:15am Sunday 
School

10:30am Worship & 
Communion

5:00pm Bell Choir

31


