15th
  Sunday after Pentecost
September 13, 2020

Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA)
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134
“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others”
(Please note that by being here, you consent and realize you might be captured on the livestream of the service.)
Bold type indicates Congregational responses

Introduction

*Congregation please stand as you are able

In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all stand before the judgment of
God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s
boundless mercy. When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves with the cross, we are
renewed in baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the world.

Prelude
Announcements
Call to Worship (Ringing of the bell)
ELW 641

Gathering Song: “All Are Welcome”
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Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Glory to God

Prayer of the Day
L: Let us pray.
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness.
Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may
delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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First Reading: Genesis 50:15-21

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears
a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” So
they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, ‘Say
to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in
harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your
father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. Then his brothers also wept, fell down
before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not
be afraid! Am I in the place of God? Even though you intended to do harm to me, God
intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. So
have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured
them, speaking kindly to them.
Second Reading: Romans 14:1-12

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over
opinions. Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those
who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass
judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are you to pass
judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And
they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.
Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be
alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day,
observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they
give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give
thanks to God.
We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the
Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we
are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of
both the dead and the living.
Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise
your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is
written,
“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
So then, each of us will be accountable to God.

4

*Gospel Acclamation

*Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35
Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against
me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not
seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.
“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to
settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten
thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to
be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be
made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I
will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and
forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow
slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay
what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience
with me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison
until he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were
greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place.
Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that
debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow
slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured
until he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of
you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”
Children’s Sermon

Rev. Becky Sells

Sermon

Rev. Becky Sells
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Hymn of the Day: “O Living Bread from Heaven”
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ELW 542

Prayers of Intercession
L: Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all
those in need.
Each petition ends with:
L: Lord in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
Last Petition: A
 ll these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to
your mercy; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Offering
L: We are called to reflect on how we are giving back to God for all the blessings God
has given us. This includes continuing to financially support the church and its mission,
along with considering how we might be called to also give and use our time and
talents to further God’s kingdom here on earth.
Offertory Contemplation: Lord of Love’s choir recording from Sept. 10, 2017
“Bless the Lord, O My Soul” by Joel Ramey
(This song is based off of Psalm 103, that would have been the appointed Psalm for
today, if we would have included the Psalm today…)
*Offertory Prayer
P: God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You
bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that
we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.
Amen.
*The Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please take a moment to share signs of peace with one another from a distance.
(and even text such a message to a friend who is not here with you this day)

7

*The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.
*Benediction
P: The God of steadfastness and encouragement
grant you to live in harmony with one another,
in accordance with Christ Jesus.
Amen.
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God!
*Ringing of the bell
Postlude Brass Piece
Please be seated and wait for an usher to dismiss you.
*It is okay, to socialize outside, as long as you remain 6 feet apart, and do not
completely block the sidewalk for others to safely pass by.
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