20th Sunday after Pentecost
October 18, 2020

Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA)
10405 Fort Street

Omaha, NE 68134

“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith,
while serving others”
Worship 9:00 a.m.
Bold type indicates Congregational responses
*Congregation please stand as you are able

Introduction
In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine purposes. When the
Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor what belongs to him and to God what
belongs to God. To gather for worship reminds us that our ultimate allegiance is to God rather than to any
earthly authority. Created in the image of God, we offer our entire selves in the service of God and for the
sake of the world.

Prelude “For All Things Now Living” ......................................... Arr. Anne Krentz Organ
Announcements
Ringing of the Bell
Opening Hymn “Lift Every Voice and Sing” ...................................................ELW 841
*Just a reminder, when worshiping in-person, please do not sing along, but you can hum if you’d like.
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Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved.
Amen.
Silence is kept for self-reflection.

Holy One, we confess that we are not awake for you.
We are not faithful in using your gifts.
We forget the least of our siblings.
We do not see your beautiful image in one another.
We are infected by sin
that divides your beloved community.
Open our hearts to your coming,
open our eyes to see you in our neighbor,
open our hands to serve your creation. Amen.
Beloved, we are God’s children,
and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us.
Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven,
by Jesus you are welcome,
in Jesus you are called to rejoice!
Let us live in the promises prepared for us
from the foundation of the world.
Amen.

Glory to God
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Prayer of the Day
L: Let us pray.
Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in
your image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let
us give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Psalm: Psalm 96:1-13
Sing to the LORD a new song;
sing to the LORD, all the earth.
Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD;
proclaim God’s salvation from day to day.
Declare God’s glory among the nations
and God’s wonders among all peoples.
For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised,
more to be feared than all gods.
As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols;
but you, O LORD, have made the heavens.
Majesty and magnificence are in your presence;
power and splendor are in your sanctuary.
Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples,
ascribe to the LORD honor and power.
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Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name;
bring offerings and enter the courts of the LORD.
Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness;
tremble before the LORD, all the earth.
Tell it out among the nations: “The LORD is king!
The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will judge the
peoples with equity.”
Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that is therein.
Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, O L ORD,
for you come to judge the earth.
You will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with your truth.

Second Lesson: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
Grace to you and peace.
We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers,
constantly remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love
and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers and sisters
beloved by God, that he has chosen you, because our message of the gospel came to
you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction;
just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. And
you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the
word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the
believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from
you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has
become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. For the people of those
regions report about us what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned
to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven,
whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation
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P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 22nd chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 22:15-22
Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. So they sent
their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you
are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to
no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it
lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, said,
“Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the
tax.” And they brought him a denarius. Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and
whose title?” They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore
to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are
God’s.” When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon ............................................................................. Rev. Becky Sells
Sermon ............................................................................................ Rev. Becky Sells
Hymn of the Day: “Lord, Be Glorified”............................................................ELW 744
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The Prayers of Intercession
L: With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and
all those in need.
A brief silence.
Gracious God, you call us by name and invite us to share your good news. Send your
Holy Spirit among preachers, missionaries, and evangelists. We give thanks for the
witness of your servant Luke, the evangelist, whom the church commemorates today.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of praise, the heavens and all creation declare your salvation. From the rising of
the sun to its setting, may the whole universe show forth your goodness. Bless the
harvest, put out the fires that rage, and help us to be devoted stewards of all that you
have made. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of all, may your word of justice sound forth in every place. Restore divided nations
and communities with reconciling truth. Help us to see one another as those who bear
your image. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of light, we pray for those living with pain, illness, isolation, grief, anger, or doubt,
especially those on our prayer list and those we name before you now… Join their
voices in a new song, assuring them that you call them each by name. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of truth, you show no partiality. May your spirit guide the work of justices,
magistrates, court officials, and all vocations of the law, that your promise of restoration
may be known. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Living God, as you raised Jesus from the dead, so raise up those who have died in
you. We give thanks for their witness, confident of your rescuing welcome for all. Lord,
in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray,
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Thankoffering/Quilt Blessing
Offering
L: We are called to reflect on how we are giving back to God for all the blessings God
has given us. This includes continuing to financially support the church and its mission,
along with considering how we might be called to also give and use our time and
talents to further God’s kingdom here on earth.

Offertory
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Offertory Prayer
P: Merciful God, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for
the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Words of Institution
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
yours, now and forever. Amen.

Communion
Lamb of God
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*Table Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

*Post-Communion Prayer
L: Let us pray.
Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may
abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his endless life, now
and forever.
Amen.

*Blessing
P: Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*Ringing of the Bell
Postlude “Give Thanks” ..............................................................Arr. Lynette Maynard

Please be seated and wait for an usher to dismiss you.
*It is okay to socialize outside, as long as you remain 6 feet apart, and do not completely block the
sidewalk for others to safely pass by.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2013 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24833.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

12

