Christ the King Sunday
November 22, 2020

Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA)
10405 Fort Street

Omaha, NE 68134

“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith,
while serving others”.
Bold type indicates Congregational responses

Introduction
On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of judgment. In the end, the
faithful are those who served Christ by ministering to those who are poor, hungry, naked, sick, or
estranged. In the first reading God is the shepherd who seeks the lost, weak, and injured and feeds them
with justice. We gather this day to celebrate the reign of Christ and his victory over death, yet we await
the consummation of all things yet to come. Acknowledging Christ as our merciful ruler, we go forth that
his reign may be known in our loving words and deeds.

Prelude “Come, Thou Almighty King” ........................................... Arr. Kevin McChesney
Announcements
Opening Hymn “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” vs 1-4............................. ELW 634
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Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved.
Amen.
Silence is kept for self-reflection.

Holy One, we confess that we are not awake for you.
We are not faithful in using your gifts.
We forget the least of our siblings.
We do not see your beautiful image in one another.
We are infected by sin
that divides your beloved community.
Open our hearts to your coming,
open our eyes to see you in our neighbor,
open our hands to serve your creation. Amen.
Beloved, we are God’s children,
and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us.
Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven,
by Jesus you are welcome,
in Jesus you are called to rejoice!
Let us live in the promises prepared for us
from the foundation of the world.
Amen.
Glory to God
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Prayer of the Day
L: Let us pray.
O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we
inherit the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and
the strength to serve the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
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Stewardship Lesson: John 21:15-17:
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do
you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.”
Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” A second time he said to him, “Simon son of
John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus
said to him, “Tend my sheep.” He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do
you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?”
And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said
to him, “Feed my sheep.
Psalm: Psalm 95:1-7a
Come, let us sing to the LORD;
let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the LORD with psalms.
For you, LORD, are a great God,
and a great ruler above all gods.
In your hand are the caverns of the earth;
the heights of the hills are also yours.
The sea is yours, for you made it,
and your hands have molded the dry land.
Come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the LORD our maker.
For the LORD is our God,
and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand.
Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel: Matthew 25:31-46
[Jesus said to the disciples:] “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the
angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be
gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the
goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave
me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited
me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry
and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that
we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when
was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the king will answer
them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of
my family you did it to me.’ Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are
accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for
I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to
drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me
clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will answer, ‘Lord,
when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in
prison, and did not take care of you?’ Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as
you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will go
away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Children’s Sermon ............................................................................... Rev. Becky Sells
Sermon ............................................................................................... Rev. Becky Sells
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Hymn of the Day: “Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us” .................................. ELW 707
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The Prayers of Intercession
L: Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s
power on the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear your cry in the needs of those around us. Bless
all social ministries of the church through which we seek to serve others as we
ourselves have been served. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You cause rain to fall on the just and unjust alike. Direct our use of creation to provide
for the needs of all people in ways that are sustainable for the earth. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Bring peace to every place where conflict rages. Grant opportunities for ending
divisions among us and usher in your reign of unity and reconciliation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Heal the sinful divisions we erect between us and release us from systems of
oppression and prejudice. Restore our capacity to see your image in those whose
dignity we have stripped away. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Make your presence known and grant your healing touch to those on our prayer list
and those in our hearts whom we lift up to you now. Also strengthen those who are
weary, but continue caring for those infected with coronavirus. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Pour out the gifts of your Spirit on children and youth throughout the church. Sustain
those who work in children’s ministry, youth ministry, and campus ministry as they
nurture the gifts of young people. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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Thank you for saints now departed who fed the hungry, clothed the naked, and tended
to the sick. Inspire us by their example, that we may see your presence in those in
need around us. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you
gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever.
Amen.

Offering
L: We are called to reflect on how we are giving back to God for all the blessings God
has given us. This includes continuing to financially support the church and its mission,
along with considering how we might be called to also give and use our time and
talents to further God’s kingdom here on earth.

Offertory
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Offertory Prayer
P: Merciful God, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for
the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.
Blessing
P: Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Ringing of the Bell
Postlude “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” ....................................... Arr. Dan Forrest

All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name

Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us
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