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Introduction 

Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of God moved over the waters. 
Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is the Spirit’s movement that distinguishes Jesus’ 
baptism from John’s. The Spirit has come upon us as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved 
children and setting us on Jesus’ mission to re-create the world in the image of God’s vision of justice and 
peace. 

Prelude 

Announcements 

Ringing of the Bell 
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Gathering Song: “We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus” ....................................... ELW 451 

 
 
 

Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit, be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

All are invited to make the sign of the cross on their forehead. 

P: In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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A reading from Romans 6: Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into 

Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore, we have been buried with him by 

baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 

Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in 

a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.  

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and 

forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, 

you are the everlasting wellspring, you are the fire of rebirth. 

Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. 

Honor to you for cloud and rain, for dew and snow. 

Your waters are below us, around us, above us: our life is born in you. 

You are the fountain of resurrection. 

Praise to you for your saving waters: 

Noah and the animals survive the flood, Hagar discovers your well. 

The Israelites escape through the sea, and they drink from your gushing rock. 

Naaman washes his leprosy away, 

and the Samaritan woman will never be thirsty again. 

Praise to you for the water of baptism and for your Word 

that saves us in this sacrament. 

Breathe your Spirit into all who are gathered here and into all creation. 

Illumine our days. Enliven our bones. Dry our tears. 

Wash away the sin within us, and drown the evil around us. 

Satisfy all our thirst with your living water, Jesus Christ, our Savior, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, who gives us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit 

and forgives us all our sins, 

strengthen us in all goodness 

and by the power of the Holy Spirit 

keep us in eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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Hymn of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day  

L: Let us pray. 

Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the 

waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may 

follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

First Reading: Genesis 1:1-5 

L: In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a 

formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept 

over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 

And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 

God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and 

there was morning, the first day. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading: Acts 19:1-7 

L: While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to 

Ephesus, where he found some disciples. He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy 

Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that 

there is a Holy Spirit.” Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They 

answered, “Into John’s baptism.” Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of 

repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, 

in Jesus.” On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. When 

Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in 

tongues and prophesied—altogether there were about twelve of them.  

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation 

 

 

Gospel: Mark 1:4-11 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 1st chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 

the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the 

people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river 

Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather 

belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who 

is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the 

thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the 

Holy Spirit.” 

  In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 

Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart 

and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are 

my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Children’s Sermon ............................................................................. Rev. Becky Sells 

 

Sermon ............................................................................................... Rev. Becky Sells 
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Hymn of the Day: “When Long before Time” .................................................. ELW 861 
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Prayers of Intercession 

L: Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, 

the world, and all people in need. 

A brief silence. 

For the church throughout the world and its leaders, that guided by the Holy Spirit they 

proclaim the forgiveness of sins, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

For wilderness and water, wind and wild beasts, and all living things on earth, that 

God’s goodness is revealed through creation and faithful stewards care for all God has 

made, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

For the nations of the world and their leaders, for laborers busy both day and night, 

and for peacemakers amid strife, that God inspire all people to use their strength 

wisely, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

For the sick and those who provide medical care, for the imprisoned and those who 

show them mercy, for the lonely and those who provide companionship, for all who 

suffer, especially those on our prayer list and those we lift up to you in our hearts 

now… that God’s presence and compassion would accompany them, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

For members of our congregation, for students returning to school, for those seeking 

renewal in their daily work and life, that all the beloved of God experience grace and 

peace, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their labors, that their 

witness inspire us in our baptismal vocations, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one 

who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.   

Amen. 

 

Offering    

L: We are called to reflect on how we are giving back to God for all the blessings God 

has given us. This includes continuing to financially support the church and its mission, 

along with considering how we might be called to give and use our time and talents to 

further God’s kingdom here on earth. 
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Offertory Music 

 

Offertory Prayer 

P: Creator of our days and nights, we give you thanks for this gift of life. Increase our 

faith and open our eyes that we might recognize Jesus in all whom you call us to love 

and serve. Abide with us when we struggle and doubt and be our hope and highest joy, 

until at last with all your saints we dwell in your unfailing Light. 

Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver 

us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

Benediction  

P: Holy God, Blessed Trinity, strengthen your faith, increase your hope, deepen your 

love, ☩ and give you peace this day and always. 

Amen. 

 

Dismissal 

P: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Ringing of the Bell 

 

Postlude 

 

When Long before Time 
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