4th Sunday in Lent
March 14, 2021

Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA)
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134
“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others”
Worship 9:00 a.m.
Bold type indicates Congregational responses.
*Congregation please stand as you are able.

Introduction
The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is the promise God
makes to Moses: those who look on the bronze serpent will live. In today’s gospel Jesus says he will
be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so that those who look to him in faith will live. When we
receive the sign of the cross in baptism, that cross becomes the sign we can look to in faith for
healing, for restored relationship to God, for hope when we are dying.

Prelude
Announcements
Ringing of the Bell

Gathering Song: “Drawn to the Light”
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Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the keeper of the covenant,
the source of steadfast love,
our rock and our redeemer.
Amen.

God hears us when we cry and draws us close in Jesus Christ.
Let us return to the one who is full of compassion.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Fountain of living water,
pour out your mercy over us.
Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.
Rebuild what we have ruined
and mend what we have torn.
Wash us in your cleansing flood.
Make us alive in the Spirit
to follow in the way of Jesus,
as healers and restorers of the world you so love.
Amen.
Beloved, God’s word never fails.
The promise rests on grace:
by the saving love of Jesus Christ,
the wisdom and power of God,
your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more.
Journey in the way of Jesus.
Amen.
Please be seated.

Kyrie

Prayer of the Day
L: Let us pray.
O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen
world and rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light,
that all our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
First Reading: Numbers 21:4-9
L: From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the
land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. The people spoke against
God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the
wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable
food.” Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the
people, so that many Israelites died. The people came to Moses and said, “We have
sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take away
the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. And the LORD said to Moses,
“Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look
at it and live.” So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and
whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and
live.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
Second Reading: Ephesians 2:1-10
L: You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, following
the course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now
at work among those who are disobedient. All of us once lived among them in the
passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature
children of wrath, like everyone else. But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great
love with which he loved us even when we were dead through our trespasses, made
us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—and raised us up with
him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages
to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in
Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God—not the result of works, so that no one may boast. For we
are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand to be our way of life.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation

*Gospel: John 3:14-21
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 3rd chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of
Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order
that the world might be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not
condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have
not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgment, that the light
has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their
deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that
their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is true come to the light, so
that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Children’s Sermon
Sermon

Rev. Becky Sells

Rev. Becky Sells

Hymn of the Day: “God Loved the World”
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*The Apostle’s Creed
L: Let us confess the faith of our baptism in the words of the Apostles Creed.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Prayers of Intercession
L: Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in
need.
A brief silence.

You sent your Son that the world might be saved through him. Inspire the witness of
the church throughout the world. Empower missionaries, Bible translators, and
ministries of service in your name. Bless our partners in ministry (Lutheran World
Relief, Lutheran Disaster Response, Lutheran Family Services, Lutheran Volunteer
Corps), our ELCA global partner churches, and Young Adults in Global Mission. Hear
us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
From east to west your steadfast love is shown. Nourish seas and deserts, wilderness
areas and cities. Give water to thirsty lands; nurture spring growth that feeds hungry
creatures; bless farmers as they prepare for the growing season. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You sustained your people in the wilderness. Give courage to all who lead in times of
crisis and scarce resources. Prosper the work of those who aid victims of famine and
drought, and other natural disasters. Bring peace in places where scarce resources
cause violence. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Your mercy endures forever. Deliver all who cry to you, especially those who are
hungry or without homes. Give life in places where death seems triumphant; give
healing to those who are sick and comfort to those who mourn. We especially pray for
those on our prayer list and those whose names we lift up to you in our hearts now,

that they may know and feel your presence and be strengthened in your promises.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
By grace we have been saved. Fill this congregation to overflowing with that grace,
that we show mercy to others. Nourish any in our midst who are hungry, especially
children, and bless our ministries of feeding and shelter, especially Siena Francis
House, Project Hope, Holy Cross Food Pantry and Food Bank for the Heartland. Give
us patience and courage when the way seems long. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Your Son was lifted up that whoever believes might have eternal life. We praise you for
all who have died in Christ. Bring us with all the saints into the fullness of your
promises. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ
our Lord.
Amen.
Please be seated.

Offering
L: We are called to reflect on how we are giving back to God for all the blessings God
has given us. This includes continuing to financially support the church and its mission,
along with considering how we might be called to give and use our time and talents to
further God’s kingdom here on earth.
Offertory Music
Offertory Prayer
P: Faithful God,
you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with bread from
heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to life with
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
The Great Thanksgiving
P: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Words of Institution
On the night he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples saying: Take and eat: this is the body given for you. Do this
for remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for remembrance of me.
The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.
Communion
Lamb of God

*Table Blessing
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
Amen.

*Post-Communion Prayer
P: God of steadfast love,
at this table you gather your people
into one body for the sake of the world.
Send us in the power of your Spirit,
that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*Benediction
P: You are what God made you to be:
created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved,
freed to serve your neighbor.
God bless you, ☩ that you may be a blessing,
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.
Amen.
*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God!
Ringing of the Bell
Postlude

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24833.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission CCLI License #3067941
Reprinted under OneLicense No. A-723976. All rights reserved.

Drawn to the Light

