6" Sunday of Easter
May 9, 2021

Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA)
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134
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“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others

Worship 9:00 a.m.
Bold type indicates Congregational responses.
*Congregation please stand as you are able.

Introduction

This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of friendship. We are
called to serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s gospel, the image of servanthood is too
hierarchical, too distant, to capture the essence of life with Christ. Friendship captures the love, the
joy, the deep mutuality of the relationship into which Christ invites us. The Greeks believed that true
friends are willing to die for each other. This is the mutual love of Christian community commanded by

Christ and enabled by the Spirit.
Prelude
Announcements

Ringing of the Bell



Gathering Song: “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” ELW 836
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1 Joy - ful, joy - ful we a - dore thee, God of glo -ry, Lord of love!
2 All  thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heav'n re - flect thy rays,
3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, cv - cr blest,
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Hearts un - fold like flow’rs be-fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun  a - bove.
stars and an-gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of un - bro - ken praise.
well-spring of the  joy of liv - ing, o - cecan-depth of hap - py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin  and sad - ness, drive the gloom of doubt a - way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flow-ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our broth -er, all who live 1n love are thine;
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Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1922
Music: HYMN TO JOY, Ludwig van Beet

hoven, [ 770-1827, adapt.

2

I
I

s | | \ | | | | ‘ . ! .
- — ! ! i I I | i | —
(EEEEEEhE S ESIESESrED
’ V]
Giv - er of 1m - mor-tal glad-ness, fill us with the Tlight of day.
chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to re - joice in thee.
teach us how to love each oth - er, lift us to the joy di-vine!
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Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

* Thanksgiving for Baptism
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ,
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We thank you, risen Christ,
for these waters where you make us new,
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy.

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth,

like rains to our thirsting earth,

like streams that revive our souls,

like cups of cool water shared with strangers.

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.

Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.

Make us one, risen Christ.
Cleanse our hearts.
Shower us with life.

To you be given all praise,
with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God,

now and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated.

Bell Choir “Lead On, O King Eternal”

arr. Jason W. Krug



Now the Feast

Refrain
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Prayer of the Day

L: Let us pray.

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding.
Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may
obtain your promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ,
your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Acts 10:44-48

L: While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the
Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in
tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, “Can anyone withhold the water for
baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” So he
ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay
for several days.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: 1 John 5:1-6
L: Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone
who loves the parent loves the child. By this we know that we love the children of God,
when we love God and obey his commandments. For the love of God is this, that we
obey his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, for whatever
is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our
faith. Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son
of God?

This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only
but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is
the truth.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



*Gospel Acclamation

C tion:
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* Gospel: John 15:9-17

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 15" chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “As the Father has loved me, so | have loved you; abide in my love. If you
keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as | have kept my Father’s
commandments and abide in his love. | have said these things to you so that my joy
may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as | have loved you. No one
has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if
you do what | command you. | do not call you servants any longer, because the
servant does not know what the master is doing; but | have called you friends, because
| have made known to you everything that | have heard from my Father. You did not
choose me but | chose you. And | appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last,
so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. | am giving you
these commands so that you may love one another.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



Children’s Sermon

Rev. Becky Sells

Sermon Rev. Becky Sells
Hymn of the Day: “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” ELW 656
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1 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts 1n Chris - ttan  love;
2 Be - fore our Fa - ther’s throne we pour our ar - dent prayers;
3 We share our mu - twual woes, our mu - tual bur - dens bear,
4 From sor - row, toil, and pain, and sin we shall be free;
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the u - ni -ty of heart and mind s like to that a - bove.
our fears, our hopes,our aims are one, our com-forts and our cares.
and of - ten for each oth - er flows the sym -pa - thiz-ing tear.
and per - fect love and friend-ship reign through all e - ter - ni - ty.
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Text: John Fawecett, 1740-1817, alt.
Music: DENNIS, Johann G. Nigeli, 1773-1836, adapt.

1
i i | i



*The Apostle’s Creed

L: Let us confess the faith of our baptism in the words of the Apostles Creed.
| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

* Prayers of Intercession

L: Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before
God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.

A brief silence.

Loving God, you call us to be your fruit-bearing church. Strengthen the bonds among
all Christian churches. Today we pray for the Moravian Church, giving thanks for the
life and witness of Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the church and hymn
writer. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Creating God, the earth praises you. The seas roar and the hills sing for joy. Fill the
earth with your love so that by their song, all creatures of land and sea and sky,
burrowing and soaring, may call us to join with them in praise. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Faithful Savior, you conquer the world not with weapons but with undying love. Plant
your word in the hearts of the nations’ leaders and give them your Spirit, so that the
peoples of the world may live in peace. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



Caring Healer, you forget no one and accompany the lonely. Be present with those
who are sick or suffering, especially we pray for those on our prayer list and those
whose names we lift up to you now... Provide for those needing homes or medical care
and point us towards life-changing responses to these needs in our own communities.
Be with the dying. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Gracious God, as a mother comforts her child, you comfort us. Bless mothers and
mothering people in our lives. Comfort those who miss their mothers, mothers who
grieve, those who grieve because they cannot be mothers, and those who have never
known a loving mother. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Gentle Redeemer, all who die in you abide in your presence forever. We remember
with thanksgiving those who shared your love throughout their lives. Keep us united
with them in your lasting love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-
ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Please be seated.

Offering

L: We are called to reflect on how we are giving back to God for all the blessings God
has given us. This includes continuing to financially support the church and its mission,
along with considering how we might be called to give and use our time and talents to
further God’s kingdom here on earth.



Offertory
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may we share the  pres - ence  of your love.
all cre - a - tion shares this feast with you.

Offertory Prayer

P: God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our
lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world;

for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Words of Institution

On the night he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples saying: Take and eat: this is the body given for you. Do this
for remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for remembrance of me.

The Lord’s Prayer

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.

Communion

*Table Blessing

P: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood
strengthen, keep and unite us, now and forever.
Amen.

*Post-Communion Prayer

P: Wellspring of joy,

through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.
Satisfy the hunger still around us,

and send us as joyful witnesses,

that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

*Benediction

P: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.

The God of life, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,

bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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*Dismissal

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.

He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Ringing of the Bell

Postlude

Liturgical text from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24833.

Liturgical music from Now the Feast and Celebration, by Marty Haugen. Copyright 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.
Used by permission.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Hymns reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3067941 and OneLicense No. A-723976. All rights reserved.
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