Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
July 4, 2021

Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA)
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134
“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others”
Worship 9:00 a.m.
Bold type indicates Congregational responses

Introduction
When we say God is the triune God, we are saying something about who God is beyond, before, and after the
universe: that there is community within God. Our experience of this is reflected in Paul’s words today. When
we pray to God as Jesus prayed to his Abba (an everyday, intimate parental address), the Spirit prays within
us, creating between us and God the same relationship Jesus has with the one who sent him.

Prelude
Announcements
Ringing of the Bell

*Gathering Song: “How Firm a Foundation” ................................................... ELW 796

2

*Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit, be with you all.
And also with you.
*Confession and Forgiveness
P: Gracious God, left to ourselves we have taken matters into our own hands and,
despite our best intentions, we have made a mess of things: our lives, the lives of
others, and of your creation. In humility and with sorrow we confess.
Silence is kept for reflection

We have caused hurt by what we have thought, said, and done.
We have looked away from injustice.
We have remained silent in the face of wrong.
We have done wrong.
Do not stand far off, O God.
Hear us when we call.
Enter into our conflicted and anxious lives and set things right.
In Christ, God has set things right and forgiven your sins. God sent the Word made
flesh to mend what is broken, to heal what is sick, to find what is lost, and to remove
every obstacle that stands between us and God.
Amen.

*Hymn of Praise .............................................................. The Lord of Love Liturgy, p. 5

*Prayer of the Day
L: Let us pray.
God of the covenant, in our baptism you call us to proclaim the coming of your
kingdom. Give us the courage you gave the apostles, that we may faithfully
witness to your love and peace in every circumstance of life, in the name of
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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First Reading: Ezekiel 2:1-5
L: [A voice] said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and I will speak with you. And
when he spoke to me, a spirit entered into me and set me on my feet; and I heard him
speaking to me. He said to me, Mortal, I am sending you to the people of Israel, to a
nation of rebels who have rebelled against me; they and their ancestors have
transgressed against me to this very day. The descendants are impudent and
stubborn. I am sending you to them, and you shall say to them, “Thus says the Lord
God.” Whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious house), they shall
know that there has been a prophet among them.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 12:2-10
L: I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third
heaven—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows. And I know
that such a person—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; God
knows—was caught up into Paradise and heard things that are not to be told, that no
mortal is permitted to repeat. On behalf of such a one I will boast, but on my own
behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses. But if I wish to boast, I will not be a
fool, for I will be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may think better
of me than what is seen in me or heard from me, even considering the exceptional
character of the revelations. Therefore, to keep me from being too elated, a thorn was
given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep me from being too
elated. Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, but he
said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” So,
I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell
in me. Therefore I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and
calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I am strong.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
*Gospel Verse ............................................................... The Lord of Love Liturgy, p. 12
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*Gospel: Mark 6:1-13
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 3rd chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus] came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. On the sabbath he
began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. They
said, “Where did this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him?
What deeds of power are being done by his hands! Is not this the carpenter, the son of
Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters
here with us?” And they took offense at him. Then Jesus said to them, “Prophets are
not without honor, except in their hometown, and among their own kin, and in their own
house.” And he could do no deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a
few sick people and cured them. And he was amazed at their unbelief.
Then he went about among the villages teaching. He called the twelve and began to
send them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. He
ordered them to take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no
money in their belts; but to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. He said to them,
“Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave the place. If any place will not
welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on
your feet as a testimony against them.” So they went out and proclaimed that all should
repent. They cast out many demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick and
cured them.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon ............................................................................. Rev. Joyce Miller
Sermon ............................................................................................... Rev. Joyce Miller
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Hymn of the Day: “Come With Us, O Blessed Jesus” ..................................... ELW 501
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*The Apostle’s Creed
L: Let us declare our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Prayers of Intercession
L: Let us come before the triune God in prayer.
A brief silence.
God of all, through the waters of baptism you claim people of all races, ethnicities, and
languages as your beloved children. Sustain the baptized and increase their faith, that
your gospel may be proclaimed throughout the earth. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of the heavens, your creating Spirit animates the universe. We give you thanks for
the moon and stars, for the planets and the Milky Way Galaxy, and for all of the
mysteries of the cosmos that remain unknown to us. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of freedom, you have liberated us from sin and death and rescue us from all forms
of spiritual, social, and political oppression. Defend us from tyrants in our midst and
deliver us from all forms of slavery or corruption. Direct our freedom for works of
liberation and wholeness. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of compassion, you became vulnerable in the person of Jesus Christ in solidarity
with the disempowered. Strengthen those who feel faint, give courage to those who
fear, and bring wholeness to those in need. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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God of holiness, you send us out into the world to proclaim your love. We pray for our
outreach ministries. Equip us as we leave this place to witness and serve our
neighbors. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We give you thanks that in every time and place you call forth prophets who move us
towards freedom. Thank you for those who work for human rights, community
organizers, and all who strive for liberty for all. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.
Amen.
Offering
L: We are called to reflect on how we are giving back to God for all the blessings God
has given us. This includes continuing to financially support the church and its mission,
along with considering how we might be called to give and use our time and talents to
further God’s kingdom here on earth.
Offertory ........................................................................ The Lord of Love Liturgy, p. 16
*Offertory Prayer
P: Merciful God, strengthen us for work in the world, that all may come to know your
grace and love. We offer to you our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use them
as you will.
Amen.
*The Great Thanksgiving
P: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
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*Words of Institution
You, O God, create and sustain all that we see, all that we touch, all that we taste. You
have blessed your people through all time with good gifts: gifts of kindness
compassion, gifts of celebration and silence. You sent your Son, Jesus Christ, the best
gift of all, bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh, to experience our life and suffering,
reaching out to us with your love, washing away our sins.
On the night he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread and gave thanks,
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat. this is my body, given for
you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying,
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people, for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.”
*The Lord’s Prayer
P: Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.
Lamb of God.................................................................. The Lord of Love Liturgy, p. 24
Communion
*Table Blessing
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
Amen.
*Post-Communion Prayer
P: Loving God, we give you thanks for this gift of yourself. Unite us with all those you
love, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
*Benediction
P: Almighty God, Creator, ☩ Redeemer, and Comforter, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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*Sending Song: “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies” ........................................... ELW 888
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*Dismissal
L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
Ringing of the Bell
Postlude

How Firm a Foundation
Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.
Music: FOUNDATION, Early American
O Beautiful for Spacious Skies
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Music: Jon Novak
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