Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 22, 2021

Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA)
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134
“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others”
Worship 9:00 a.m.
Bold type indicates Congregational responses

Introduction
In today’s gospel many people take offense at Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh and drink his blood; even
many of Jesus’ disciples peel off. This is the backdrop in John’s gospel for Peter’s confession of faith. “To
whom can we go?” asks Peter, in words we sometimes sing just before the gospel is read. “You have the
words of eternal life.” In order to take such a stand, as Peter and Joshua did, Paul tells us to arm
ourselves with the word of God. We pray in the Spirit that we might be bold ambassadors of the gospel.

Prelude
Announcements
Ringing of the Bell

*Gathering Song: “You Are the Way” ............................................................. ELW 758

*Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit, be with you all.
And also with you.
*Kyrie
P: Let us pray to God with peace in our hearts:
God of love, have mercy.
For the peace from above, let us pray to our God:
God of love, have mercy.
For the peace of the world, for the health of the church, and for the unity of all people,
let us pray to our God:
God of love, have mercy.
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For the people of God and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to
our God:
God of love, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious God.
Amen.
*Hymn of Praise
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*Prayer of the Day
L: Let us pray.
Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. Direct our
choices and preserve us in your truth, that, renouncing what is false and evil, we
may live in you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
First Reading: Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18
L: Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the
elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves
before God. And Joshua said to all the people, “Now therefore revere the LORD, and
serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served
beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. Now if you are unwilling to serve
the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors
served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you
are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.”
Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to
serve other gods; for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our ancestors up from
the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our
sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples
through whom we passed; and the LORD drove out before us all the peoples, the
Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our
God.”
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
Second Reading: Ephesians 6:10-20
L: Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Put on the whole armor of
God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For our struggle is
not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities,
against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil
in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be
able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. Stand
therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of
righteousness. As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim
the gospel of peace. With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be
able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation, and
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.
Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert
and always persevere in supplication for all the saints. Pray also for me, so that when I
speak, a message may be given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of
the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly,
as I must speak.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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*Gospel Acclamation

*Gospel: John 6:56-71
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 6th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said,] “Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in
them. Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever
eats me will live because of me. This is the bread that came down from heaven, not
like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will
live forever.” He said these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at
Capernaum.
When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can
accept it?” But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to
them, “Does this offend you? Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending
to where he was before? It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words
that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. But among you there are some who do not
believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not believe, and
who was the one that would betray him. And he said, “For this reason I have told you
that no one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.”
Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with
him. So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” Simon Peter
answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. We have
come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.” Jesus answered them,
“Did I not choose you, the twelve? Yet one of you is a devil.” He was speaking of Judas
son of Simon Iscariot, for he, though one of the twelve, was going to betray him.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Children’s Sermon ............................................................................. Rev. Becky Sells
Sermon ............................................................................................... Rev. Becky Sells
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Hymn of the Day: “Give Me, Jesus”................................................................ ELW 770
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Installation of Gwen Edwards as Nebraska Synod Council Secretary
*The Apostle’s Creed
L: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust
and hope, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Prayers of Intercession
L: Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all
in need.
A brief silence.
God of courage, bless all leaders of your church. Make them ready to proclaim the
gospel of peace and strengthen them to preach your loving word. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of creation, bless fields and orchards. Protect the land from drought and bring lifegiving rain to support growth. Instruct your people in wise treatment of the world you
have provided for all your creatures. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of community, bless all who seek justice between nations and peoples. Give
guidance to bridge-builders, heal divisions, and inspire cooperation in times of crisis,
disaster, and war. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of compassion, bless all who are in any need. Accompany all who are lonely and
feeling abandoned and remind them of your abiding presence. Accompany all who are
persecuted and exploited and open us to their cries. We especially pray for those on
our prayer list and those in our hearts… Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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God of change, bless our transitions. Guide all who are embarking on new stages in
life such as a new job, new school, or new community. Sustain enduring friendships
and kindle new relationships and interests. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of comfort, bless all who mourn the deaths of their beloved ones. We give you
thanks for the saints who have gone before us. Renew our confidence in your promise
of resurrection and life in the world to come. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Please be seated.

Offering
L: We are called to reflect on how we are giving back to God for all the blessings God
has given us. This includes continuing to financially support the church and its mission,
along with considering how we might be called to give and use our time and talents to
further God’s kingdom here on earth.
Offertory
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*Offertory Prayer
P: Merciful God: We return to you the gifts that you have given: our selves, our time,
and our possessions, signs of your graciousness and love. Receive them and use
them for the sake of the one who died for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
*The Great Thanksgiving
P: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
*Words of Institution
On the night he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples saying: Take and eat: this is my body given for you. Do this
for remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for remembrance of me.
*The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.
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Lamb of God

Communion
*Table Blessing
P: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood
strengthen, keep and unite us, now and forever.
Amen.
*Post-Communion Prayer
P: Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask.
As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your
own life. In your name we pray.
Amen.
*Benediction
P: The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be
upon you now and forever.
Amen.
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*Sending Song: “Shout to the Lord”................................................................ ELW 821
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*Dismissal
L: Go forth in joy and in peace, and serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God!
Ringing of the Bell
Postlude

Shout to the Lord

Makeever Liturgy
Makeever, © 1984. Used by permission
© 1988 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago
Liturgical text from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24833.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Hymns reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3067941 and OneLicense No. A-723976. All rights reserved.

12

