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Bold type indicates Congregational responses 

 

Introduction 

Our God makes all things new. In the first reading God promises it. In the gospel Mary anticipates it, 

anointing Jesus’ feet with costly perfume in preparation for the day of his burial. In the second reading 

Paul recalls his transformation from the persecutor Saul into an apostle. In baptism, God’s new person 

(you!) rises daily from the deadly mire of trespasses and sins. 

Prelude  

Announcements 

Ringing of the Bell 

*Gathering Song: “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” ........................................... ELW 324 
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*Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

*Confession and Forgiveness 

P: In the name of God, 

who makes a way in the wilderness, 

walks with us, 

and guides us in our pilgrimage. 

Amen. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy One, 

we confess that we have wandered far from you: 

we have not trusted your promises, 

we have ignored your prophets in our own day, 

we have squandered our inheritance of grace, 

we have failed to recognize you in our midst. 

Have mercy on us! 

Forgive us and turn us again to you. 

Teach us to follow in your ways, 

assure us again of your love, 

and help us to love our neighbor. 

Amen. 

Beloved in Christ, 

the Word draws near to you, 

and all who call out to God shall be saved. 

In Jesus, God comes to you again and again 

and gathers you under wings of love. 

In ☩ Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven. 

God journeys with you and teaches you how to live in love. 

Amen. 
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*Kyrie 
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*Prayer of the Day  

L: Let us pray. 

Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your grace waters 

our desert. Open our hearts to be transformed by the new thing you are doing, 

that our lives may proclaim the extravagance of your love given to all through 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

Choir Anthem “The Narrow Road” ....................................................... Douglas Wagner 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 43:16-21 

L: Thus says the LORD, 

  who makes a way in the sea, 

  a path in the mighty waters, 

 who brings out chariot and horse, 

  army and warrior; 

 they lie down, they cannot rise, 

  they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: 

 Do not remember the former things, 

  or consider the things of old. 

 I am about to do a new thing; 

  now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 

 I will make a way in the wilderness 

  and rivers in the desert. 

 The wild animals will honor me, 

  the jackals and the ostriches; 

 for I give water in the wilderness, 

  rivers in the desert, 

 to give drink to my chosen people, 

  the people whom I formed for myself 

 so that they might declare my praise. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading: Philippians 3:4b-14 

[Paul writes:] If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have 

more: circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 

Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a 

persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 

  Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of 

Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of 

knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I 

regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having 

a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith 

in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know Christ and the 

power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his 

death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 

  Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press 

on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not 

consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind 

and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the 

heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

*Gospel Acclamation 
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*Gospel: John 12:1-8 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 12th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he 
had raised from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and 
Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume 
made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was 
filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one 
who was about to betray him), said, “Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred 
denarii and the money given to the poor?” (He said this not because he cared about 
the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal 
what was put into it.) Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might 
keep it for the day of my burial. You always have the poor with you, but you do not 
always have me.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Children’s Sermon ............................................................................. Rev. Becky Sells 

 

Sermon ............................................................................................... Rev. Becky Sells 
 

Hymn of the Day: “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross” ...................................... ELW 335 

  

Holy Baptism for Delilah Kay Lueders 
 
Presentation (from ELW, pg. 227) 
P: God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through 
the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death 
and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one 
body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for 
the life of the world. 
 
Sponsors present the candidates: 

P Who presents this child for the sacrament of baptism? 

Sponsors respond: We present Delilah Kay for baptism. 

 

P Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have 

your child baptized into Christ? 

Parents respond: We do. 
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P As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with 

responsibilities: 

 to live with her among God's faithful people, 

 bring her to the word of God and the holy supper, 

teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten  

Commandments, 

 place in her hands the holy scriptures, 

 and nurture her in faith and prayer, 

 so that she may learn to trust God, 

 proclaim Christ through word and deed, 

 care for others and the world God made, 

 and work for justice and peace. 

 

Parents, Do you promise to help her grow in the Christian faith and life? 

Parents respond: I do. 

 

P: Sponsors, do you promise to nurture her in the Christian faith as you are 

empowered by God's Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in 

communion with the church? 

Sponsors respond: I do. 

 

P: People of God, do you promise to support Delilah and pray for her in her new life in 

Christ? 

Assembly responds: We do. 

 

Profession of Faith 
 

P: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the 

church. 

 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

Parents/Sponsors respond: I renounce them. 

 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

Parents/Sponsors respond: I renounce them. 

 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

Parents/Sponsors respond: I renounce them. 
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(All respond to next questions.) 

P: Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the power Holy Spirit, 

 and born of the virgin Mary, 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

He descended into hell  

On the third day He rose again; 

 He ascended into heaven, 

 He is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. 

 

Thanksgiving at The Font 

P: The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

P: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 

and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the 

sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was 

baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and 

resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in 

you. 
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Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in 

the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Baptism 

P: Delilah Kay, I baptize you in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

P: Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your 

daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 

 

Sustain Delilah Kay with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of 

the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Delilah Kay, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ forever. 

Amen. 

 

Welcome  

L: Jesus said, Let your light so shine before others 

that they may see your good works 

and glorify your Father in heaven. 
 

P: Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

We welcome you into the body of Christ  

and into the mission we share:  

join us in giving thanks and praise to God 

and bearing God's creative  

and redeeming word to all the world. 
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*Prayers of Intercession 
L: Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, 
and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

Do a new thing in the church. Free us from paradigms that no longer serve the gospel 
and bring forward leaders who imagine fresh ways of doing ministry. Give us courage 
in the face of change. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

Do a new thing for creation. Reverse the trajectory of climate change and 
environmental catastrophe. Revive habitats already impaired by human disregard. 
Amplify the voices of climate scientists and researchers working to chart a new course. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

Do a new thing in our world. Break barriers that prevent political enemies from working 
together for the well-being of all. Make a way for peace and collaboration among the 
nations. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

Do a new thing for those who suffer. Reveal a path for any who are unemployed or 
underemployed, for those experiencing homelessness, and for all who struggle with 
money. Comfort those who grieve and restore those who are sick, especially for those 
listed on our prayer list, and the names of those we lift up to you now.... Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

Do a new thing within us. We especially pray for Delilah and all those who will soon be 
baptized that they bring new gifts to the church. Direct us into encounters that broaden 
our understanding of the human experience. Amplify voices that are ignored or 
devalued. Be with refugees and those displaced from their homes due to war and 
violence. Help us to respond with your love, compassion and humanitarian aid. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

Do a new thing in our death. Fill us with the knowledge of Christ and the power of his 
resurrection as we give thanks for all the saints who have attained the prize of their 
heavenly call. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ.   
Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 
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Offering    

L: We are called to reflect on how we are giving back to God for all the blessings God 

has given us. This includes continuing to financially support the church and its mission, 

along with considering how we might be called to give and use our time and talents to 

further God’s kingdom here on earth. 

 

Offertory 

 
 

*Offertory Prayer 

P: Extravagant God, you have blessed us with the fullness of creation… Now we 

gather at your feast where you offer us the food that satisfies. Take and use what we 

offer here, come among us, and feed us with the body and blood of Christ, in whose 

name we pray. 

Amen. 
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*The Great Thanksgiving 

 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal 

feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

 

*Words of Institution 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 
of me. 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver 
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Communion Invitation 

P: Taste and see that the Lord is good. All are welcome. 
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Lamb of God 

 
 
Communion  
 
*Table Blessing  
P: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood 
strengthen, keep, and unite us, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
*Post-Communion Prayer 

P: Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our 
Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; 
and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
*Benediction  
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 
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*Sending Song: “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” ................................... ELW 588 
 

*Dismissal 

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
Ringing of the Bell 
 
Postlude  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 
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