
Second Sunday of Easter 
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Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134 

“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others” 

Worship 9:00 a.m. 

Bold type indicates Congregational responses 

 

Introduction 

In spite of all we have heard and all we have seen, it is often hard to believe. Because it is hard to believe, we 
will invest ourselves in the Easter mystery for fifty days (a week of weeks). Because it is hard to believe, John 
the evangelist will provide sign after sign celebrating Jesus’ victory over death. Because it is hard to believe, 
the risen Jesus will return to us again and again in the mystery of holy communion, inviting us to touch and 
taste his presence, and offering us his peace. 
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Prelude 

Announcements 

Ringing of the Bell 
 
*Gathering Song: “Now the Green Blade Rises” ............................................ ELW 379 
 

*Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
*Kyrie 
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*Now the Feast 
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*Prayer of the Day  

L: Let us pray. 
O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands of your 
risen Son. By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy, and strengthen 
us to be the body of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 

 
First Reading: Acts 5:27-32 

L: When they had brought [the apostles,] they had them stand before the council. The 
high priest questioned them, saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this 
name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to 
bring this man’s blood on us.” But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey 
God rather than any human authority. The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, 
whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him at his right hand as 
Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And 
we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to 
those who obey him.” 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Reading: Revelation 1:4-8 

L: John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 
  Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and 
from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful 
witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who 
is to come, the Almighty. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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*Gospel Acclamation 

 
 

*Gospel: John 20:19-31 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 20th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to 
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he 
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 
retained.” 

 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 
Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 
them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of 
the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace 
be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach 
out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, 
“My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen 
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 

 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is 
the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Children’s Sermon ............................................................................. Rev. Becky Sells 
 
Sermon ............................................................................................... Rev. Becky Sells 
 

Hymn of the Day: “O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing” .................ELW 386 (vs.1,5-8) 

 

Holy Baptism for Jaxson Gerald Rowen 
 
Presentation (from ELW, pg. 227) 
P: God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through 
the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death 
and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one 
body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for 
the life of the world. 
 
Sponsors present the candidates: 

P: Who presents this child for the sacrament of baptism? 

Sponsors respond: We present Jaxson Gerald for baptism. 

 

P: Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to 

have your child baptized into Christ? 

Parents respond: We do. 

 

P: As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with 

responsibilities: 

 to live with him among God's faithful people, 

 bring him to the word of God and the holy supper, 

teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten  

Commandments, 

 place in his hands the holy scriptures, 

 and nurture him in faith and prayer, 

 so that he may learn to trust God, 

 proclaim Christ through word and deed, 

 care for others and the world God made, 

 and work for justice and peace. 
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Parents, Do you promise to help him grow in the Christian faith and life? 

Parents respond: I do. 

 

P: Sponsors, do you promise to nurture him in the Christian faith as you are 

empowered by God's Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of baptism and in 

communion with the church? 

Sponsors respond: I do. 

 

P: People of God, do you promise to support Jaxson and pray for him in his new life in 

Christ? 

Assembly responds: We do. 

 

Profession of Faith 
 

P: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the 

church. 

 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

Parents/Sponsors respond: I renounce them. 

 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

Parents/Sponsors respond: I renounce them. 

 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

Parents/Sponsors respond: I renounce them. 

 

(All respond to next questions.) 

P: Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

 and born of the virgin Mary, 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

He descended into hell  

On the third day He rose again; 
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 He ascended into heaven, 

 He is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. 

 

Thanksgiving at The Font 

P: The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. Amen. 

 

P: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 

and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the 

sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was 

baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and 

resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in 

you. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in 

the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Baptism 

P: Jaxson Gerald, I baptize you in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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P: Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your 

daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 

 

Sustain Jaxson Gerald with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of 

the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Jaxson Gerald, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with 

the cross of Christ forever. 

Amen. 

 

Welcome  

L: Jesus said, let your light so shine before others 

that they may see your good works 

and glorify your Father in heaven. 
 

P: Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

We welcome you into the body of Christ  

and into the mission we share:  

join us in giving thanks and praise to God 

and bearing God's creative  

and redeeming word to all the world. 

 

*Prayers of Intercession 

L: Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the 

church, people in need, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

Holy One who acts righteously, equip your church as witnesses of your goodness to go 

and tell others of your abundant love, that they may believe that Jesus is our salvation 

and life. We especially pray for Jaxson and all those who will soon be baptized that 

they bring new gifts to the church.  God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Renew your people’s commitment to use resources responsibly and to live well with 

your creation. Invite us to recognize and nurture signs of resurrection life in the natural 

world. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



10 
 

Direct those who are given human authority to lead with humility and compassion. By 

your Holy Spirit channel their attention toward serving those who are most in need. 

God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Uphold your children who cry out to you. Wherever people are overcome by the fear of 

death, breathe into them your life and peace, Comfort those who grieve and restore 

those who are sick, especially, we pray for those listed on our prayer list, and the 

names of those we lift up to you now.... God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Inspire those who lead your people in worship and praise. With joyful motion and 

sound, send us forth with praise that we cannot keep to ourselves. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Give us the words of your saints who, like Thomas, boldly confessed your Son as Lord 

and God. With Jesus our leader, empower us to live according to his ways. God, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving 

Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.   

Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

Offering    

L: We are called to reflect on how we are giving back to God for all the blessings God 

has given us. This includes continuing to financially support the church and its mission, 

along with considering how we might be called to give and use our time and talents to 

further God’s kingdom here on earth. 
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Offertory 

 
 

*Offertory Prayer 

P: Merciful God, everything in heaven and earth belongs to you. We joyfully release 

what you have entrusted to us. May these gifts be signs of our whole lives returned to 

you, dedicated to the healing and unity of all creation, through Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
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*The Great Thanksgiving 

 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection 

of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our 

sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And 

so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth 

and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and 

seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
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*Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

 
*Words of Institution 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 
of me. 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver 
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
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Communion Invitation 

P: The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come. 

 

Lamb of God 

 
 

Communion 

 

*Table Blessing  

P: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood 

strengthen, keep, and unite us, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

*Post-Communion Prayer 

P: We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have tasted the 

new heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are no more. Send us from this table as 

witnesses to the resurrection, that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 
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*Benediction  

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

*Sending Song: “That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright” ................................. ELW 384 

 

*Dismissal 

L: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Ringing of the Bell 

 

Postlude 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now the Feast and Celebration Liturgy 

Text and Music: Marty Haugen 
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