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Introduction 

Easter initiates a new day. It anticipates a new heaven and a new earth. The risen Christ is making all 
things new. In the mystery of holy baptism God has made new people of us. Today Jesus invites us 
to see everyone in a new light—through the lens of love.  
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Prelude 

Announcements 

Ringing of the Bell 
 
*Gathering Song: “Now All the Vaults of Heaven Resounds” ......................... ELW 367 
 
*Greeting 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

*Kyrie 
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*Now the Feast 
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*Prayer of the Day  

L: Let us pray. 
O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour into 
our hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we 
may know goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 

Choir Anthem “They’ll Know We Are Christians” ........................................ Mark Hayes 
 
First Reading: Acts 11:1-18 

L: Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had 
also accepted the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised 
believers criticized him, saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with 
them?” Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, “I was in the city 
of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large 
sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close 
to me. As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and 
birds of the air. I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ But I 
replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my 
mouth.’ But a second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made 
clean, you must not call profane.’ This happened three times; then everything was 
pulled up again to heaven. At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, 
arrived at the house where we were. The Spirit told me to go with them and not to 
make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, 
and we entered the man’s house. He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his 
house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; he will give 
you a message by which you and your entire household will be saved.’ And as I began 
to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. And I 
remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you 
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ If then God gave them the same gift that he gave 
us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder 
God?” When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then 
God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.” 

Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Reading: Revelation 21:1-6 

L: I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 
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coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
 “See, the home of God is among mortals. 
 He will dwell with them; 
 they will be his peoples, 
 and God himself will be with them; 
 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
 Death will be no more; 
 mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
 for the first things have passed away.” 
 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” 
Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said to me, 
“It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I 
will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.” 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
*Gospel Acclamation 

 
 

*Gospel: John 13:31-35 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 13th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God 
has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in 
himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You 
will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you 
cannot come.’ I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I 
have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you 



6 

 

are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Children’s Sermon ............................................................................. Rev. Becky Sells 
 
Sermon ............................................................................................... Rev. Becky Sells 
 
Hymn of the Day: “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service” .............................. ELW 712 

 
*The Nicene Creed 

L: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust 
and hope, we confess our faith: 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
*Prayers of Intercession 

L: Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the 

church, people in need, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

Loving God, lead us to follow your Spirit, rather than our own prejudices or desires, as 
the church cares for one another. Open us to perceive your gifts in those we least 
expect. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Inspire us to praise you through the beauty and majesty of the natural world around us. 
Urge us toward more deliberate care of the world you have made. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Humble the rulers of nations before your splendor. Direct them to the people who need 
their attention most, and turn them from the temptation to hoard wealth or power. God, 
in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Hasten to dwell among those who are in pain or distress. As Christ enters our deepest 
suffering, remain with those experiencing despair and great need. We especially pray 
for those listed on our prayer list, and the names of those we lift up to you now.... God, 
in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Place holy love at the center of all our relationships and communities. By your love 
heal us, convict us, and renew us. Bring an end to racism in our churches and 
communities. Let everyone know your goodness by the love we show one another. 
God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Give us a place in the diverse company of your beloved saints. Teach us the value of 
each person’s identity, and bless us with a shared identity as your children, kindred of 
Christ. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving 

Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.   

Amen. 
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Please be seated. 

 

Offering    

L: We are called to reflect on how we are giving back to God for all the blessings God 

has given us. This includes continuing to financially support the church and its mission, 

along with considering how we might be called to give and use our time and talents to 

further God’s kingdom here on earth. 
 

Offertory 

(Children may come forward to put their offering in the Noise Jar) 

 

*Offertory Prayer 

P: Merciful God, everything in heaven and earth belongs to you. We joyfully release 

what you have entrusted to us. May these gifts be signs of our whole lives returned to 

you, dedicated to the healing and unity of all creation, through Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
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*The Great Thanksgiving 

 

 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection 

of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our 

sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And 

so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth 

and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and 

seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
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*Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

*Words of Institution 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 
of me. 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver 
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
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Communion Invitation 

P: The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come. 

 

Lamb of God 

 

 

Communion 

 

*Table Blessing  

P: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood 

strengthen, keep, and unite us, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

*Post-Communion Prayer 

P: We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have tasted the 

new heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are no more. Send us from this table as 

witnesses to the resurrection, that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 
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*Benediction  

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

*Sending Song: “I Come with Joy” .................................................................. ELW 482 

 

*Dismissal 

L: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Ringing of the Bell 

 

Postlude 
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