Celebration of the Life of
Brandi M. Brewer
March 15, 1978 - May 17, 2022
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Lord of Love Lutheran Church
10405 Fort Street
Omaha, NE 68134

P: Welcome in the name of Jesus the Savior, who died and was raised to new life by
the grace of God. We are gathered here to worship, to proclaim Christ crucified and
risen, to remember before God our sister Brandi, to give thanks for her life, to
commend her to our merciful redeemer, and to comfort one another in our grief.

When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death.
We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised
from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live a new life. For if we have
been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a
resurrection like his.



Hymn:“On Eagle’s Wings” ELW 787
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1  You who dwell in the shel-ter of the Lord,who a-bide in this shad-ow for life,
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say to the Lord:“My  ref - uge, my rock in whom I trust!”
Refrain
Ny Al
)74 IHIJ. L 1 L 1 | 1 | N |
Gy b b _— i
% ) C— o L C— o ¢
o o4 o o
And he will raise you up on ea-gle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn,
Q #u | — - i N
& - e
! oo B
make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in  the palm of his hand.
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fear; un-der God’s wings your ref-uge, with faith-ful-ness your shield.
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3 You need not fear the ter-ror of the night,nor the ar-row that flies by
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day; though thou-sands fall a - bout you, near you it shall not come.



Leader or All
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guard you in all of your ways; up - on their hands they will
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bear you up, lest you dash your foot a-gainst a stone.

Final refrain
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And he will raise you up on ea-gle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn,
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make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of his hand.
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And hold you, hold you in the palm of his hand.

Text: Michael Joncas, b. 1957
Music: ON EAGLE'S WINGS, Michael Joncas
Text and music © 1979 OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.



P: Let us pray.

O God of grace and glory, we remember before you today our sister Brandi. We thank
you for giving her to us to know and to love as a companion in our pilgrimage on
earth. In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. Illumine our lives, so we
may see in death the gate to eternal life, that we may continue our course on earth in
confidence until, by your call, we are reunited with those who have gone before us;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Eulogy by Susan Small (Brandi’s mom)
Reading of Scripture:

Ecclesiastes 3:1-15

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:

a time to be born, and a time to die;

a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;

a time to kill, and a time to heal;

a time to break down, and a time to build up;

a time to weep, and a time to laugh;

a time to mourn, and a time to dance;

a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together;

a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;

a time to seek, and a time to lose;

a time to keep, and a time to throw away;

a time to tear, and a time to sew;

a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;

a time to love, and a time to hate;

a time for war, and a time for peace.

What gain have the workers from their toil? I have seen the business that God has
given to everyone to be busy with. He has made everything suitable for its time;
moreover he has put a sense of past and future into their minds, yet they cannot find
out what God has done from the beginning to the end. I know that there is nothing
better for them than to be happy and enjoy themselves as long as they live; moreover,
it is God's gift that all should eat and drink and take pleasure in all their toil. I know
that whatever God does endures forever; nothing can be added to it, nor anything
taken from it; God has done this, so that all should stand in awe before him. That
which is, already has been; that which is to be, already is; and God seeks out what has
gone by.



Psalm 23

The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures;
he leads me beside still waters;

he restores my soul.

He leads me in right paths

for his name's sake.

Even though I walk through the darkest valley,
I fear no evil;

for you are with me;

your rod and your staff —

they comfort me.

You prepare a table before me

in the presence of my enemies;

you anoint my head with oil;

my cup overflows.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,

and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
my whole life long.

2 Corinthians 4: 6-12, 16-18

For it is the God who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," who has shone in our
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ.

But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this
extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us. We are afflicted in
every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not
forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of
Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies. For while we
live, we are always being given up to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus
may be made visible in our mortal flesh. So death is at work in us, but life in you.

So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner
nature is being renewed day by day. For this slight momentary affliction is preparing
us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, because we look not at what can
be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what
cannot be seen is eternal.



John 14:1-6, 27

Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's
house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I
go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you
know the way to the place where I am going." Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not
know where you are going. How can we know the way?" Jesus said to him, "I am the
way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”
"Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.”

Homily: Rev. Becky Sells

Hymn: “How Small Our Span of Life” ELW 636
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I How small our span of life, O God, our years from birth till death:

2 And yet our speck of life is spanmed by your in - fin - 1 - ty;

3 O Chrst, you left e - ter - ni - ty to plunge in time’s swift stream,

4 We thank you, God, for kind-ling faith that lights our tran - sient years,
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a sin - gle beat with - in the heart, the catch-ing of a breath,
our tick of time on earth is caught in your e -ter - ni - ty.
to share the short-ness of our span, our mor - tal lives re - deem.
il - lu-min-ing our pil-grim-age through mists of doubt and fears;
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a drop with-in the o-cean’s deep, a grain up - on the shore,
While suns and stars spin  end-less - ly through depths of cos-mic space,
You filled your cross-closed years with love; you loved us to the end
for  hope that sees a life be-yond the swift - ly pass-ing days;
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a flash of light be - fore we sleep to sce the sun no more.

while ae-ons 71oll and ag-es pass, you hold us in  your grace.
and touch us with your 1is-en life that ours may time trans-cend.
for love, both hu - man and di- vine, that lifts our hearts to praise.
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Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Intercessions

P: Let us pray.

Almighty God, in holy baptism you have knit your chosen people together into one
communion of saints in the body of Christ. Give to your whole church in heaven and
on earth your light and your peace.

God of mercy,

C: Hear our prayer.

Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection may die to
sin and rise to share the new life in Christ.

God of mercy,

C: Hear our prayer.

Give courage and faith to all who mourn, and a sure and certain hope in your loving
care, that casting all their sorrow on you, they may have strength for the days ahead.
God of mercy,

C: Hear our prayer.



Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, that, where
this world groans in grief and pain, your Holy Spirit may lead us to bear witness to
your light and life.

God of mercy,

C: Hear our prayer.

Help us, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and trust in the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to life everlasting.
God of mercy,

C: Hear our prayer.

God of all grace, we give you thanks because by his death our Savior Jesus Christ
destroyed the power of death and by his resurrection opened the kingdom of heaven
to all believers. Make us certain that because he lives we shall live also, and that
neither death nor life, nor things present nor things to come shall be able to separate
us from your love which is in Christ Jesus our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.



Commendation
P: Let us commend Brandi to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer.

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Brandi. Acknowledge,
we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner
of your own redeeming. Receive her into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest
of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light.

Amen.

Announcements

Sending

P: Let us go forth in peace.
C: In the name of Christ. Amen.



Hymn "Amazing Grace” ELW 779
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saved a wretch like  me! I once was  lost, but
grace my fears re - lieved; how pre - cious did  that
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now am found; was blind, but now I see.
grace ap - pear the hour I first  be - lieved!
safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.
por - tion be as long as life en - dures.
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Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5
Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr. Edwin O. Excell, 1851-1921, alt.
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Officiant: Rev. Becky Sells
Organist: Amy Kragnes

How Small Our Span of Life

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923
Music: KINGSFOLD, English traditional
Text © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago. IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Liturgical text from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24833.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Hymns reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3067941 and One License No. A-723976. All rights reserved.
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