Affirmation of Baptism (16th Sunday after Pentecost)

The liturgical season is Time after Pentecost, also called Ordinary Time, which is celebrated with
green paraments to indicate that we are growing in faith as we follow the teachings and ministry of
Jesus.

September 25, 2022

Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA)
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134
“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others”
Worship 9:00 a.m.
Bold type indicates Congregational responses

*Congregation please stand as you are able
Prelude
Announcements
Ringing of the Bell
*Gathering Song: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” ELW 504



*Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit, be with you all.
And also with you.

*Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves us
beyond our days.
Amen.

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does.
Silence is kept for reflection

God of mercy and forgiveness,

we confess that sin still has a hold on us.
We have harmed your good creation.

We have failed to do justice,

love kindness,

and walk humbly with you.

Turn us in a new direction.

Show us the path that leads to life.

Be our refuge and strength on the journey,
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.
Amen.

Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven *+ and you are made whole. God points the way
to new life in Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God'’s abiding love
through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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*Prayer of the Day

L: Let us pray.

Gracious and loving God, we sing your praises, for in you, we always find hope
and new life. Renew and transform our hearts and minds by the promise of your
loving and healing presence of Christ to be with us always. By your Spirit, unite
us as the body of Christ and inspire us to use the gifts you have given us to
share the good news of your love with all the world. In Jesus’ name we pray,
Amen.

Please be seated.
Choir Anthem “The Image of God” Craig Courtney

Psalm: Psalm 146

Hallelujah!
Praise the LorD, O my soul!
| will praise the LORD as long as | live;
| will sing praises to my God while | have my being.
Put not your trust in rulers,
in mortals in whom there is no help.
When they breathe their last, they return to earth,
and in that day their thoughts perish. R
Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help,
whose hope is in the LoRrD their God;
who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;
who keeps promises forever;
who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger.
The LORD sets the captive free.
The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LorbD lifts up those who are bowed down;
the LORD loves the righteous.
The LoRD cares for the stranger;
the LoRD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the
wicked.
The LorD shall reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations.
Hallelujah!



Second Reading: Romans 12:1-8

L: I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual
worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of
your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God — what is good and
acceptable and perfect.

For by the grace given to me | say to everyone among you not to think of yourself
more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according
to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many
members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are
one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that
differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith;’ministry, in
ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in
generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation
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*Gospel: Matthew 28:16-20

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 28" chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed
them. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came
and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that | have
commanded you. And remember, | am with you always, to the end of the age."

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon Rev. Becky Sells
Sermon Rev. Becky Sells
Hymn of the Day: “On Eagle’s Wings” ELW 787

Rite of Affirmation of Baptism

R: Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism, and we come before God with
Nathaniel Gust and Josalyn Rieff as they make affirmation of their baptism into Christ.

P: Let us pray.

Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us your own by water and the Word in
baptism. You have called us to yourself, enlightened us with the gifts of your Spirit, and
nourished us in the community of faith. Uphold us and all your servants in the gifts and
promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth.
We ask this in the name of Christ.

Amen.

Profession of Faith

P: Assembly, and especially Josie and Nathaniel, | ask you to profess your faith in
Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
Response: | renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
Response: | renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
Response: | renounce them.
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Do you believe in God the Father?
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
and born of the virgin Mary,
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried,;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Affirmation

P: You have made profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant
God made with you in holy baptism:

to live among God'’s faithful people,

to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ

through word and deed,

to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
Each Candidate Responds: | do, and | ask God to help and guide me.

People of God, do you promise to support Nathaniel and Josie and pray for them in
their life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

Laying on of hands
P: Let us pray.
We give you thanks of God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new

birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life.
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(Repeated for each, with special people in each one’s life, coming up to lay hands on them as well)
Stirup in __name __ the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of
the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence both now and forever.

Confirmand: Amen.

Let us rejoice with our new confirmed adult members of Lord of Love (applause)

Josie and Nathaniel, We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will
give thanks and praise to God and proclaim the good news to all the world.

*Prayers of Intercession

L: As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather
our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation.

A brief silence.

God our Savior, you keep your church in faith and truth. Accompany those preparing
for baptism and strengthen those in faith who have affirmed their baptism in you, we
especially pray for Nathaniel and Josie. Empower all the baptized to find ways to share
your good news with the world. We especially pray for our newly installed, Nebraska
Synod Bishop, Scott Johnson, that he might help us to hear and answer your calling in
our lives. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Divine teacher, you instruct your children to be responsible stewards of your creation.
Show us how best to care for the earth and its resources, and guide those who work to
develop sustainable practices. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Ruler of the nations, give leaders wisdom and compassion so that all may live in
peace. Inspire public servants to follow the example of courageous leaders and
safeguard the dignity of each person. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Helper of the needy, give food to the hungry. Set the captives free. Lift up those who
are bowed down. Watch over the stranger. Tend to those who are ill, in mind, body or
soul, we especially pray for those on our prayer list and those whose names we lift up
to you in our hearts now.... Stir us to respond with your love and care. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Sustainer and giver of life, you bless this congregation with abundance. Instruct us in
the proper and faithful use of wealth and resources, that we share generously. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.



God of glory Enfold the saints who have died in the arms of your loving care. Grant that
the holy angels accompany us and bring us to eternal life with them in the light of your
presence. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer
these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

Please be seated.

Offering

L: We are called to reflect on how we are giving back to God for all the blessings God
has given us. This includes continuing to financially support the church and its mission,
along with considering how we might be called to give and use our time and talents to
further God’s kingdom here on earth.

Offertory

Gifts may be placed in the offering plate located in the back of the sanctuary or may be given
electronically at www.lord-of-love.org. Children may come forward to put their offering in the noise jar.
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*Offertory Prayer

Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these
gifts a banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through
Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.

Amen.

*The Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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*Holy, Holy, Holy
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*Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

*The Lord’s Prayer

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.

Please be seated.
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Communion Invitation

P: Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see.

Lamb of God
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.

Communion

*Post-Communion Prayer

P: God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal
with bread for the journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our
neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

*Benediction

P: God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth and

peace. And may the holy Trinity, -+ one God, guide you always in faith, hope, and love.

Amen.
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*Sending Song: “This Little Light of Mine” ELW 677

*Dismissal

L: Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
Thanks be to God!

Ringing of the Bell

Postlude

Liturgical text from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24833.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Hymns reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3067941 and OneLicense No. A-723976. All rights reserved.
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