Christ the King Sunday
November 20, 2022

Christ the King Sunday is the final Sunday of the liturgical year. It is meant to remind us that Jesus reigns as
King over heaven and earth. It was instituted in 1925 by Pope Pius XI in response to the tragedy of World
War I and to the increasing secularization of the world. Our color is white to suggest light, joy, and the
celebration of our Lord. Gold can also be used to represent royalty.

Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA)
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134
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“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others”

Worship 9:00 a.m.

Bold type indicates Congregational responses
*Congregation please stand as you are able

Introduction

Jeremiah’s promise of the execution of “justice and righteousness in the land” finds ironic
fulfillment in the execution of Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews. It appears utterly
contradictory that a king should be crucified with a criminal. This victory appears for all the
world as humiliating defeat. Yet through the gate of death Jesus opens the door to paradise.

Prelude “We Gather TOgether” ..o arr. Weitkamp
“GIVE TRANKS ... Smith/Court
Announcements

Ringing of the Bell



*Gathering Song: “Crown Him with Many Crowns”............ccccoov i, ELW 855

*Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit, be with you all.
And also with you.

*Confession and Forgiveness

P: In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin

and cannot free ourselves.

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,
and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A -
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*This Is the Feast
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*Prayer of the Day

L: Let us pray.

O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy.
We worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory.
Abide with us, reign in us, and make this world into a fit habitation for your
divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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Please be seated.

Choir Anthem “Ride On, KiNg JESUS” .......ccciiiiiiiiieieie e Howard Helvey

First Reading: Jeremiah 23:1-6

L: Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says

the LORD. Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds
who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them
away, and you have not attended to them. So | will attend to you for your evil doings,
says the LorD. Then | myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands
where | have driven them, and | will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be
fruitful and multiply. | will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and
they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says

the LORD.

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when | will raise up for David a
righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice
and righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in
safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The LORD is our
righteousness.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Colossians 1:11-20

L: May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power,
and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully giving
thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in
the light. He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the
kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things
in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for
him. He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head
of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he
might come to have first place in everything. For in him all the fullness of God was
pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things,
whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



*Gospel Acclamation
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*Gospel: Luke 23:33-43

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 23" chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with
the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. [Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive
them; for they do not know what they are doing.”] And they cast lots to divide his
clothing. And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying,
“‘He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen

one!” The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, and
saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” There was also an inscription
over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”

One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you
not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you
not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we
indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds,
but this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you
come into your kingdom.” He replied, “Truly | tell you, today you will be with me in
Paradise.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CRIldren’s SermoON ................cooooi i Rev. Alan Hanson

Y= 1110 ] o BT RO Rev. Alan Hanson

Hymn of the Day: “Beautiful Savior” ... ELW 838



*The Apostles’ Creed

L: Let us declare our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession
L: United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our shared world.

A brief silence.

We pray for your church. Embolden denominations and faith-based organizations in
creative and collaborative ministries and increase our work for the sake of the gospel.
Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

We pray for the earth. Protect waterways from pollution and animal habitats from
destruction. Guide us in careful stewardship of waters, plant life, and animals. Lord, in
your mercy,

receive our prayer.

We pray for the nations of the world. Instill in every leader’s heart a desire for justice
and peace. Support the work of international collaborations that seek the goals of
health and joy for all people. Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.



We pray for all who are undermined, oppressed, and those seeking solace. We
especially pray for those on our prayer lists and the names of those we hold and lift up
to you in our hearts now... Bring about your righteousness and fill us all with your
redeeming light. Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

We pray for the church. Guide our pastors, deacons, and council members in
discernment, and nurture new leaders with fresh ideas. Give this congregation a spirit
of discipleship and service. Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

We give thanks for all who have died in the faith. Console us who mourn and comfort
us with the beautiful promise of life in your kingdom. Embolden denominations and
faith-based organizations in creative and collaborative ministries and increase our work
for the sake of the gospel. Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those known only to you; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Please be seated

Offering

L: We are called to reflect on how we are giving back to God for all the blessings God
has given us. This includes continuing to financially support the church and its mission,
along with considering how we might be called to give and use our time and talents to
further God’s kingdom here on earth.



Offertory

Gifts may placed in the offering plate located in the back of the sanctuary or may be given
electronically at www.lord-of-love.org. Children may come forward to put their offering in the noise jar.
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*Offertory Prayer

P: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use
us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the
one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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*The Great Thanksgiving
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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*Holy, Holy, Holy
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*Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

*The Lord’s Prayer

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

Communion Invitation

P: Taste and see that the Lord is good. All are welcome to his holy table.
12



Lamb of God
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.

Distribution Music “Benediction”.................cccccciii Snelson

Communion

*Post-Communion Prayer

P: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing
power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward
you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

*Benediction

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

Amen.
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*Sending Song: “Soon and Very SO0N” ... iiiiiiie e ELW 439

*Dismissal

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Ringing of the Bell

Postlude “May the Circle Be Unbroken’..............cccoooeevviiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeinnnnn, arr. Anderson

“We Gather Together” AnderKamp Music Publisher
“Give Thanks” and “Benediction” Salvation Army Band Publisher

Liturgical text from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24833.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Hymns reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3067941 and One License No. A-732551. All rights reserved.
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