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Introduction 

The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas season with a celebration of God’s glory 
revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and Ephesians, that glory is proclaimed for all nations and 
people. Like the light of the star that guided the magi to Jesus, the light of Christ reveals who we are: children 
of God who are claimed and washed in the waters of baptism. We are sent out to be beacons of the light of 
Christ, sharing the good news of God’s love to all people. 

Prelude 

Announcements 

Ringing of the Bell 
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*Gathering Song: “We Three Kings of Orient Are” .......................................... WOV 646 
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*Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

*Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the Word made flesh, 

our life and our salvation. 

Amen. 

Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of life, 

you promise good news of great joy for all people, 

and call us to be messengers of your peace. 

We confess that too often we hoard our joy, 

our resources, and our security. 

We nurture conflict and build barriers. 

We neglect the needs of our neighbors 

and ignore the groaning of creation. 

Have mercy on us. 

Where we are self-centered, open our hearts. 

Where we are reluctant, give us courage. 

Where we are cynical, restore our trust. 

Renew us with your grace 

and give us again the hope of eternal life in you. 

Amen. 

Hear the good news: 

We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises 

through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 

In ☩ Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed. 

Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth 

shall know the salvation of God. 

Amen. 
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*Hymn of Praise 
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*Prayer of the Day  

L: Let us pray. 

O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. 

Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to 

the full vision of your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6 

L: Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

  and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

 For darkness shall cover the earth, 

  and thick darkness the peoples; 

 but the Lord will arise upon you, 

  and his glory will appear over you. 

 Nations shall come to your light, 

  and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

 Lift up your eyes and look around; 

  they all gather together, they come to you; 

 your sons shall come from far away, 

  and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 

 Then you shall see and be radiant; 

  your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 

 because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 

  the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

 A multitude of camels shall cover you, 

  the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

  all those from Sheba shall come. 

 They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

  and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading: Ephesians 3:1-12 

L: This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you 

Gentiles—for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that 

was given me for you, and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I 

wrote above in a few words, a reading of which will enable you to perceive my 

understanding of the mystery of Christ. In former generations this mystery was not 

made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and 

prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the 

same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 

 Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was 

given me by the working of his power. Although I am the very least of all the saints, this 

grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of 

Christ, and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in 

God who created all things; so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich 

variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 

This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus 

our Lord, in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in 

him. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
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*Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 2nd chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 

the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the 

Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 

When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and 

calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them 

where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has 

been written by the prophet: 

 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

 for from you shall come a ruler 

  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 

 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 

when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 

diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also 

go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 

ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the 

place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 

overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; 

and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they 

offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream 

not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

Children’s Sermon ............................................................................. Rev. Becky Sells 

 

Sermon ............................................................................................... Rev. Becky Sells 
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Hymn of the Day: “Jesus, the Light of the World” ............................................ ACS 914 
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*The Apostles’ Creed 

L: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust 

and hope, we confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

*Prayers of Intercession 

L: With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, we pray for the 

church, the life of the earth, and the whole human family. 

A brief silence. 

Guide the whole church with your wisdom, revealing God. Nurture ecumenical and 

interreligious understanding around the globe, especially in places of ethnic and 

religious strife. We pray for Lutheran World Relief and other organizations that provide 

humanitarian aid, disaster relief, and health care. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Restore your glory to the earth, creating God. Protect fragile ecosystems: rain forests, 

coral reefs, wetlands, prairies, and shorelines. Guide us to treasure the rich variety of 

animals and plants that share the world with us, especially those that are endangered. 

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
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Bring the nations into the way of justice and peace, righteous God. Strengthen those 

who work for human rights, equality, and the protection of the most vulnerable. We 

pray for all in public office, that they may serve with honesty and honor. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Help those who have no helper, delivering God. Rescue any who suffer from abuse, 

neglect, or exploitation. Deliver adults and children who are caught in cycles of poverty. 

Transform social systems that enable racism and discrimination of any kind. God of 

grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Accompany the ministries of this congregation in the coming year, abiding God. Inspire 

those who lead worship, teach, visit, pray, administer, and serve. Keep us mindful of 

the needs of others in our communities and neighborhoods. We especially pray 

for those on our prayer lists and the names of those we hold and lift up to you in our 

hearts now..... God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Reveal your promise by the witness of those who died trusting in you, redeeming God. 

Receive our thanks for their witness and faith, and guide us by their example until we 

are gathered with them into your eternal presence. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we commend all for 

whom we pray to the mercy of God.   

Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

Offering    

L: We are called to reflect on how we are giving back to God for all the blessings God 

has given us. This includes continuing to financially support the church and its mission, 

along with considering how we might be called to give and use our time and talents to 

further God’s kingdom here on earth. 

 

Gifts may placed in the offering plate located in the back of the sanctuary or may be given 

electronically at www.lord-of-love.org. Children may come forward to put their offering in the noise jar. 
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Offertory 
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*Offertory Prayer 

P: Let us pray. 

We bless you, O God, gracious and merciful; you bring forth food from the earth 

and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger that 

all may know your care. Prepare us now to feast upon your mercy: Jesus Christ, 

the bread of life. 

Amen. 

 

*The Great Thanksgiving 

 
 

*Words of Institution 

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. The universe declares your praise: 

beyond the stars, beneath the sea, within each cell, with every breath. Generations 

bless your faithfulness: through the waters, across the wilderness, by night and day, 

out of exile, into the future. We give you thanks for your Son: at the heart of human life, 

near to those who suffer, beside the sinner, among the poor, with us now. 
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On the night he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and 

gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 

and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for remembrance of me. 

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the 

mystery of faith:  

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.  

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering, upon this bread, within this cup, 

among your people, throughout the world. Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, Holy 

God, for your mercy, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your Church, without end. 

Amen. 

 

*The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Gathered around the table by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver 

us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 
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Communion Invitation 

P: The gifts of God for the people of God. All are welcome. 

 

Lamb of God 

 
 

Communion 

 

*Post-Communion Prayer 

P: Creator of our days and nights, we give you thanks for this gift of life. Increase our 

faith and open our eyes that we might recognize Jesus in all whom you call us to love 

and serve. Abide with us when we struggle and doubt and be our hope and highest joy, 

until at last with all your saints we dwell in your unfailing Light. 

Amen. 

 

*Benediction  

P: Holy God, Blessed Trinity, strengthen your faith, increase your hope, deepen your 

love, ☩ and give you peace this day and always. 

Amen. 
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*Sending Song: “Bright and Glorious Is the Sky” ............................................ ELW 301 
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*Dismissal 

L: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
Ringing of the Bell 
 
Postlude 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bright and Glorious Is the Sky 

Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Jens Christian Aaberg. 1877-1970, alt. 

Music: DEJLIG ER DEN HIMMEL BLA, Danish, 19th cent. 

Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortess. 

 

Unfailing Light Liturgy 

By Marty Haugen & Susan Briehl 

Words © 2004 by Augsburg Fortress, Publishers. 

Music © 2004 by GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

By Your Hand You Feed Your People 

Text: Susan R. Briehl 

Music: CAMROSE, Marty Haugen 

Text and music © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. 

 

Liturgical text from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24833. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

Hymns reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3067941 and One License No. A-732551. All rights reserved. 

 


