
Transfiguration of Our Lord 

February 19, 2023 

This Sunday is Transfiguration Sunday, to commemorate the moment on the Mount of Transfiguration when three of 

Jesus’ disciples glimpsed their Lord in divine splendor.  Once we catch a glimpse of the glory of God, we are prepared to 

come back down off the mountain and begin our Lenten journey leading to the new life of Easter.  The color is white, 

representing joy and holiness. 

 

Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134 

“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others” 

Worship 9:00 a.m. 

Bold type indicates Congregational responses 

 

Introduction 

Today’s festival is a bridge between the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany cycle that comes to a close today and 

the Lent-Easter cycle that begins in several days. On a high mountain Jesus is revealed as God’s beloved 

Son, echoing the words at his baptism. This vision of glory sustains us as Jesus faces his impending death 

in Jerusalem. We turn this week to Ash Wednesday and our yearly baptismal journey from Lent to Easter. 

Some churches put aside the alleluia at the conclusion of today’s liturgy. This word of joy will be omitted 

during the penitential season of Lent and will be sung again at Easter. 

 
Prelude   
 

Announcements 

Ringing of the Bell 
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*Gathering Song: “O Wondrous Love”............................................................ ELW 316 
 
*Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

*Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the Word made flesh, 

our life and our salvation. 

Amen. 

Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of life, 

you promise good news of great joy for all people, 

and call us to be messengers of your peace. 

We confess that too often we hoard our joy, 

our resources, and our security. 

We nurture conflict and build barriers. 

We neglect the needs of our neighbors 

and ignore the groaning of creation. 

Have mercy on us. 

Where we are self-centered, open our hearts. 

Where we are reluctant, give us courage. 

Where we are cynical, restore our trust. 

Renew us with your grace 

and give us again the hope of eternal life in you. 

Amen. 

Hear the good news: 

We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises 

through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 

In ☩ Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed. 

Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth 

shall know the salvation of God. Amen. 
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*Hymn of Praise 
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*Prayer of the Day  

L: Let us pray. 

O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries of the 

faith by the witness of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from the bright cloud 

declaring Jesus your beloved Son, you foreshadowed our adoption as your 

children. Make us heirs with Christ of your glory, and bring us to enjoy its 

fullness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Choir Anthem “Forever Sing His Praise” ..................................................... Graig Curry 
 

First Reading: Exodus 24:12-18 

L: The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there; and I will 

give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written 

for their instruction.” So Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up 

into the mountain of God. To the elders he had said, “Wait here for us, until we come to 

you again; for Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.” 

 Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. The 

glory of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the 

seventh day he called to Moses out of the cloud. Now the appearance of the glory of 

the LORD was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people 

of Israel. Moses entered the cloud, and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the 

mountain for forty days and forty nights. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading: 2 Peter 1:16-21 

L: For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power 

and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his 

majesty. For he received honor and glory from God the Father when that voice was 

conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, with 

whom I am well pleased.” We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we 

were with him on the holy mountain. 

 So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be 

attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the 

morning star rises in your hearts. First of all you must understand this, that no 
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prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, because no prophecy 

ever came by human will, but men and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from 

God. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

*Gospel Acclamation 

 
 

*Gospel: Matthew 17:1-9 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 17th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high 

mountain, by themselves. 2And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone 

like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white. 3Suddenly there appeared to them 

Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to 

be here; if you wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and 

one for Elijah.” 5While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed 

them, and from the cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well 

pleased; listen to him!” 6When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were 

overcome by fear. 7But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be 

afraid.” 8And when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone. 

 9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about 

the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Children’s Sermon ............................................................................. Rev. Becky Sells 
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Sermon ............................................................................................... Rev. Becky Sells 

 

Hymn of the Day: “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” .................................. ELW 310 

 

*The Apostles’ Creed 

L: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust 

and hope, we confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

*Prayers of Intercession 

L: Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Embolden your church as it witnesses to the majesty and mercy of your Son. Equip lay 
preachers, deacons, and pastors. Move us to share our stories of your faithfulness and 
forgiveness; may our lives proclaim your greatness. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

Dwell with your whole creation, from the tallest mountain peak to the deepest valley. 
Bless the work of conservation organizations and protect vital habitats. Support the 
work of disaster relief agencies around the world. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

Guide and give wisdom to all in authority: our mayor and local leaders, our governor 
and state legislators, our president and national legislators. Bring freedom and justice 
to all nations. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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Give shelter to those lacking safe homes. Spur communities to work for fair housing for 
all. Protect our neighbors whose dwellings do not keep out dangerous cold or heat; 
accompany with your touch those who are homebound, sick, or isolated. We especially 
pray for those on our prayer lists and the names of those we lift up to you in our hearts 
now.... Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

Make us eager to receive your Word in scripture. Help us recognize Jesus’ voice in the 
needs of our neighbors; make us confident to follow the way of the cross. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

Receive our thanksgiving for the holy ones who have guided us in faithfulness and 
gathered even the unlikely as your people. With our forebears in faith and all who have 
hoped in you, teach us to wait with courage until the promised day dawns. Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power 
revealed in Christ crucified. 
Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Offering    

L: We are called to reflect on how we are giving back to God for all the blessings God 

has given us. This includes continuing to financially support the church and its mission, 

along with considering how we might be called to give and use our time and talents to 

further God’s kingdom here on earth. 

 

Gifts may placed in the offering plate located in the back of the sanctuary or may be given 

electronically at www.lord-of-love.org. Children may come forward to put their offering in the noise jar. 
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Offertory 
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*Offertory Prayer 

P: Let us pray. 

We bless you, O God, gracious and merciful; you bring forth food from the earth 

and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger that 

all may know your care. Prepare us now to feast upon your mercy: Jesus Christ, 

the bread of life. 

Amen. 

 

*The Great Thanksgiving 
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*Words of Institution 

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. The universe declares your praise: 

beyond the stars, beneath the sea, within each cell, with every breath. Generations 

bless your faithfulness: through the waters, across the wilderness, by night and day, 

out of exile, into the future. We give you thanks for your Son: at the heart of human life, 

near to those who suffer, beside the sinner, among the poor, with us now. 

On the night he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and 

gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 

and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for remembrance of me. 

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the 

mystery of faith:  

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.  

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering, upon this bread, within this cup, 

among your people, throughout the world. Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, Holy 

God, for your mercy, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your Church, without end. 

Amen. 

 

*The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Gathered around the table by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver 

us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Communion Invitation 

P: The gifts of God for the people of God. All are welcome. 
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Lamb of God 

 
 

Communion 

 

*Post-Communion Prayer 

P: Creator of our days and nights, we give you thanks for this gift of life. Increase our 

faith and open our eyes that we might recognize Jesus in all whom you call us to love 

and serve. Abide with us when we struggle and doubt and be our hope and highest joy, 

until at last with all your saints we dwell in your unfailing Light. 

Amen. 

 

*Benediction  

P: Holy God, Blessed Trinity, strengthen your faith, increase your hope, deepen your 

love, ☩ and give you peace this day and always. 

Amen. 
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*Sending Song: “Alleluia, Song of Gladness” ................................................. ELW 318 
 
*Dismissal 

L: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
Ringing of the Bell 
 
Postlude   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unfailing Light Liturgy 

By Marty Haugen & Susan Briehl 

Words © 2004 by Augsburg Fortress, Publishers. 

Music © 2004 by GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

By Your Hand You Feed Your People 

Text: Susan R. Briehl 

Music: CAMROSE, Marty Haugen 

Text and music © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. 

 

Liturgical text from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24833. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

Hymns reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3067941 and One License No. A-732551. All rights reserved. 


