2nd Sunday in Lent
March 5, 2023

Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA)
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134

“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others”

Worship 9:00 a.m.
Bold type indicates Congregational responses

Introduction

During Lent we journey with all those around the world who will be baptized at the Easter Vigil. In today’s
gospel Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be born of water and Spirit. At the font we are a given a new
birth as children of God. As God made a covenant with Abraham, in baptism God promises to raise us up
with Christ to new life. From worship we are sent forth to proclaim God’s love for all the world.

Prelude “Psalm Fantasia’..............ccccooiiiiiiiiiiiii e, /Mason Jones
“Fanfare Prelude on St. ANNY .........ooo i /ICheyne
Announcements

Ringing of the Bell



*Gathering Song: “We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus”

*Greeting

ELW 451

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
who journeys with us these forty days,
and sustains us with the gift of grace.
Amen.

Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God'’s

mercy.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,
we confess to you our faults and failings.

Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word;

we take for ourselves instead of giving to others;

we spoil rather than steward your creation;
we cause hurt though you call us to heal;
we choose fear over compassion.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

as we seek to follow in your way of life.
Amen.

Hear the good news:

God so loved the world that God gave the only Son,
so that all may receive life.

This promise is for you!

God embraces you with divine mercy,

+ forgives you in Christ’'s name,

and revives you in the Spirit's power.

Amen.
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*Prayer of the Day

L: Let us pray.

O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth
to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit
we may lift up your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

Choir Anthem “ Lift My Eyestothe Hills”.........cccoooiii i, Kenny Potter

First Reading: Genesis 12:1-4a

L: The LorD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s
house to the land that | will show you. | will make of you a great nation, and | will bless
you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. | will bless those who
bless you, and the one who curses you | will curse; and in you all the families of the
earth shall be blessed.”

So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm: Psalm 121

L: 1lift up my eyes to the hills;

from where is my help to come?

My help comes from the LORD,

the maker of heaven and earth.
The LorD will not let your foot be moved
nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep.

Behold, the keeper of Israel

will neither slumber nor sleep;
the LORD watches over you;

the LORD is your shade at your right hand;
the sun will not strike you by day,

nor the moon by night.
The LorD will preserve you from all evil

and will keep your life.

The Lorb will watch over your going out and your coming in,
from this time forth forevermore.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation
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*Gospel: John 3:1-17

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 3rd chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus
by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from
God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus
answered him, “Very truly, | tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being
born from above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having
grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother's womb and be born?” Jesus
answered, “Very truly, | tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being
born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit
is spirit. Do not be astonished that | said to you, “You must be born from above.” The
wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where
it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the

Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are
you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?

“Very truly, | tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen;
yet you do not receive our testimony. If | have told you about earthly things and you do
not believe, how can you believe if | tell you about heavenly things? No one has
ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of
Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of
Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order
that the world might be saved through him.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon.....................ccooeieiiiiiiii e Rev. Becky Sells
Y] 1 1o ] o [P Rev. Becky Sells

Hymn of the Day: “God Loved the World”...........ooiiiiiiii ELW 323



*The Apostles’ Creed

L: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust
and hope, we confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession

L: Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of
creation.

A brief silence.

O God, you so love your church. Raise up leaders who care for your people. Bless lay
theologians, seminary and college professors, and all who are called to the ministry of
teaching, that they form and inspire us for the work of the gospel. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

O God, you so love your creation. Breathe new life into our planetary home. Guide the
work of researchers, scientists, and activists who love your earth and who inspire us to
care for the natural world. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

O God, you so love the world. Uphold leaders who resist tyranny and oppression.
Strengthen organizations that promote peace and harmony. Direct their work to
alleviate human suffering and to address its root causes. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.



O God, you so love your people. Draw near to all who live with mental iliness,
depression, or addiction, and accompany them in healing and recovery. Hear the cries
of those who look to you in their distress. We especially pray for those on our prayer
lists and the names of those we lift up to you in our hearts now....Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

O God, you so love your children. Bless the young in our midst, and delight us with
their joy, wonder, and curiosity. Revive our ministries with children and youth and equip
us all for faithful discipleship. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

O God, you so love your saints. As our ancestors in the faith have been a blessing to
us, so inspire us by their example of holy living to be a blessing to those who come
after us. Merciful God,

Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to
renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

Please be seated.

Offering

L: We are called to reflect on how we are giving back to God for all the blessings God
has given us. This includes continuing to financially support the church and its mission,
along with considering how we might be called to give and use our time and talents to
further God’s kingdom here on earth.

Gifts may placed in the offering plate located in the back of the sanctuary or may be given
electronically at www.lord-of-love.org. Children may come forward to put their offering in the noise jar.
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*Offertory Prayer

P: Let us pray.
Merciful God,

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our
time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



*The Great Thanksgiving
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*Words of Institution

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks
and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. You bid your people
cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast. Renew our zeal in faith
and life, and bring us to the fullness of grace that belongs to the children of God. And
so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:
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*Holy, Holy
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Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love
you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who
preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming
in glory. Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may know the unity
we share with all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Through
him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours,
almighty Father, now and forever.

Amen.
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*The Lord’s Prayer

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

Communion Invitation

P: The gifts of God for the people of God. All are welcome.
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; grant us peace.
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Distribution “Chorale Prelude’................ccoooviiiiiiiiiiiiieeeiee e J.S. Bach/Nagel
Communion

*Post-Communion Prayer

P: Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the eyes
of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors
and touch the world with your love.

Amen.

*Benediction
P: Almighty God, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

*Sending Song: “Lift High the CroSS”.........ov i ELW 660

*Dismissal

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Ringing of the Bell

Postlude “May Jesus Christ Be Praised”...............cooueeuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie i /Curnow

Liturgical text from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24833.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Hymns reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3067941 and One License No. A-732551. All rights reserved.
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