3rd Sunday in Lent
March 12, 2023

Lent is the time of preparation for Easter, when we are asked to focus on changing our lives through prayer, penance,
and love. The color purple suggests repentance and solemnity.

Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA)
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134
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“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others’

Worship 9:00 a.m.
Bold type indicates Congregational responses

Introduction

In today’s gospel the Samaritan woman asks Jesus for water, an image of our thirst for God. Jesus offers
living water, a sign of God’s grace flowing from the waters of baptism. The early church used this gospel
and those of the next two Sundays to deepen baptismal reflection during the final days of preparation
before baptism at Easter. As we journey to the resurrection feast, Christ comes among us in word, bath,
and meal—offering us the life-giving water of God’s mercy and forgiveness.

Prelude “There is a Redeemer/When | Survey the Wondrous Cross-.......... arr. Callaway
Announcements

Ringing of the Bell



*Gathering Song: “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross”

*Greeting

ELW 335

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
who journeys with us these forty days,
and sustains us with the gift of grace.
Amen.

Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s

mercy.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,
we confess to you our faults and failings.

Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word,;

we take for ourselves instead of giving to others;

we spoil rather than steward your creation;
we cause hurt though you call us to heal;
we choose fear over compassion.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

as we seek to follow in your way of life.
Amen.

Hear the good news:

God so loved the world that God gave the only Son,
so that all may receive life.

This promise is for you!

God embraces you with divine mercy,

+ forgives you in Christ’'s name,

and revives you in the Spirit's power.

Amen.
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*Prayer of the Day

L: Let us pray.

Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash away
our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to drink from the well that flows with
the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.
Choir Anthem “Come JUSEt AS YOU Al ... eaeen arr. Jon Novak

First Reading: Exodus 17:1-7

L: From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by
stages, as the LOrRD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water
for the people to drink. The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to
drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test

the LORD?” But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained against
Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and
livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried out to the LORD, “What shall | do with this
people? They are almost ready to stone me.” The LORD said to Moses, “Go on ahead
of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff
with which you struck the Nile, and go. | will be standing there in front of you on the
rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may
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drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah
and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the LORD, saying, “Is
the LORD among us or not?”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 95:1-7

L: Come, let us sing to the LORD;
let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the LorD with psalms.
For you, LORD, are a great God,
and a great ruler above all gods.
In your hand are the caverns of the earth;
the heights of the hills are also yours.
The sea is yours, for you made it,
and your hands have molded the dry land.
Come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the LORD our maker.
For the LorbD is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of
God’s hand.
Oh, that today you would hear God’s voice!

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation
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*Gospel: John 4:5-30, 39-42

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 4™ chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had
given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey,
was sitting by the well. It was about noon.

A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a
drink.” (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to
him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not
share things in common with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of
God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,” you would have asked him,
and he would have given you living water.” The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no
bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? Are you greater than
our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from
it?” Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but those
who drink of the water that | will give them will never be thirsty. The water that | will
give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” The woman said
to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that | may never be thirsty or have to keep coming
here to draw water.”

Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” The woman answered
him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘| have no
husband’; for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your
husband. What you have said is true!” The woman said to him, “Sir, | see that you are
a prophet. Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where
people must worship is in Jerusalem.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour
Is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in
Jerusalem. You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for
salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as
these to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit
and truth.” The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called
Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” Jesus said to her, “l am he,
the one who is speaking to you.”

Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a
woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with
her?” Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She said to the
people, “Come and see a man who told me everything | have ever done! He cannot be
the Messiah, can he?” They left the city and were on their way to him.



Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony,
“‘He told me everything | have ever done.” So when the Samaritans came to him, they
asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there two days. And many more believed
because of his word. They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said
that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the
Savior of the world.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon.....................cccoooeiiiiiiii i Rev. Becky Sells
Y1 6 10 Rev. Becky Sells
Hymn of the Day: “Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty”...........c.ccoiiieiiiinieennnnn.n. ELW 777

*The Apostles’ Creed

L: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust
and hope, we confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession

L: Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of
creation.

A brief silence.



We pray for your church. Bless partnerships with other Christians and inter-religious
dialogue. Guide the daily work of denominational and congregational leaders.
Strengthen our combined witness for the sake of the gospel, that all experience your
life-giving love. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We pray for the universe. All creation teems with life, from the depths of the earth and
seas to the skies above. Fill us with awe and reverence for the diversity and
preservation of life. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We pray for the nations of the world. Topple the dividing walls that separate us from
our neighbors. Form us into your beloved community where diversity of gender, race,
language, ability, and ethnic origin is celebrated and affirmed. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We pray for those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit. Be present with all who are
lonely, and give courage to all who are afraid. Comfort those who live with chronic
iliness or other sickness. Give them your living water always. We especially pray
for those on our prayer lists and the names of those we lift up to you in our hearts
now....Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We pray for this congregation, especially those preparing for baptism. Nurture their
faith and pour your love into their hearts. Inspire our community by their testimony to
God’s grace in their lives. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We give thanks for the lives of all your saints. Their hope in you sustained lives of faith
and service. Encourage us with the hope they shared in you. Merciful God,
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to
renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

Please be seated.



Offering

L: We are called to reflect on how we are giving back to God for all the blessings God
has given us. This includes continuing to financially support the church and its mission,
along with considering how we might be called to give and use our time and talents to
further God’s kingdom here on earth.

Gifts may be placed in the offering plate located in the back of the sanctuary or may be given
electronically at www.lord-of-love.org. Children may come forward to put their offering in the noise jar.
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*Offertory Prayer

P: Let us pray.

Merciful God,

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our

time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*The Great Thanksgiving
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*Words of Institution

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks
and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. You bid your people
cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast. Renew our zeal in faith
and life, and bring us to the fullness of grace that belongs to the children of God. And
so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:
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*Holy, Holy
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Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love
you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who
preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming
in glory. Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may know the unity
we share with all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Through
him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours,
almighty Father, now and forever.

Amen.
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*The Lord’s Prayer

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

Communion Invitation

P: The gifts of God for the people of God. All are welcome.

Lamb of God
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; grant us peace.
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Communion

*Post-Communion Prayer

P: Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the eyes
of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors
and touch the world with your love.

Amen.

*Benediction
P: Almighty God, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

*Sending Song: “Come, Thou Font of Every Blessing”............ccccceivivviiineeennnn. ELW 807

*Dismissal

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Ringing of the Bell

Postlude

Liturgical text from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24833.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Hymns reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3067941 and One License No. A-732551. All rights reserved.
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2023 Midweek Lenten Theme:
“In View of God’s Mercy”

Lent is a season when we take a look at our lives in view of God’s mercy toward us
in the sacrifice of his Son for us on the cross. We, in turn, are called by God,
especially during this time of repentance and reflection, to be living sacrifices for
him, displaying our devotion to him in word and deed. Jesus helps us to see the
richness of God’s mercy in his life, death and resurrection. Our midweek worship
series for Lent by theology professor David Peter focuses our eyes of faith on the
meaning behind God’s mercy made manifest in Christ.

Wednesday, March 15*: “Mercy in Betrayal”
Wednesday, March 22*: “Mercy in Relationships™
Wednesday, March 29*: “Mercy in Service”

*All midweek services will be held at 7:00p.m.

Holy Week Schedule
Palm Sunday, April 2" at 9am, with palms available for waving

Maundy Thursday, April 6™ at 7pm with Holy Communion
Good Friday, April 7" at 7pm

Easter, April 9: at 9am with a Youth Breakfast offered before and after
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