2™ Sunday of Easter
April 16, 2023

Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA)
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134

“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others”

Worship 9:00 a.m.
Bold type indicates Congregational responses

Introduction

In today’s gospel the risen Christ appears to the disciples and offers them the gift of peace. Even amid doubts
and guestions, we experience the resurrection in our Sunday gathering around word and meal, and in our
everyday lives. Throughout the coming Sundays of Easter the first two readings will be from the Acts of the
Apostles and the first letter of Peter. Even as the early Christians proclaimed the resurrection, we rejoice in the
new birth and living hope we receive in baptism.

Prelude

Announcements

Bell Choir “Almighty KiNG.........cooeeuiiiiieiie e Bill Ingram
Ringing of the Bell

*Gathering Song: “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing”..............c........ ELW 385



*Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

*Hymn of Praise
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1 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
2 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
3 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
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yours 1is the prom - ise, the bless - ing, the birth.
yours the ho - san - nas, the dy - ing, re - birth.
yours the a - noint - ing, the ra - di - ant worth.
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Ours the re - joic - ing for Word giv - en frame;
Ours the re - joic - ing for na-ture re - claimed;
Ours the re - joic - ing for spir -its a - flame;
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ours the thanks - giv - ing to your ho-1ly name.
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Ours be  the tell - ing of deeds great - ly done;
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yours be  the glo - ry, O God, yours a - lone.

*Prayer of the Day

L: Let us pray.

Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of
those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the

fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.



Please be seated.

First Reading: Acts 2:14a, 22-32

L: Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd], “You
that are Israelites, listen to what | have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to
you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among
you, as you yourselves know—this man, handed over to you according to the definite
plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside
the law. But God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was
impossible for him to be held in its power. For David says concerning him,

‘| saw the Lord always before me,

for he is at my right hand so that | will not be shaken;
therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
moreover my flesh will live in hope.

For you will not abandon my soul to Hades,

or let your Holy One experience corruption.
You have made known to me the ways of life;
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’

“Fellow Israelites, | may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both
died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Since he was a prophet, he
knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants
on his throne. Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying,

‘He was not abandoned to Hades,

nor did his flesh experience corruption.’
This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:3-9

L: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has
given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead, and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in
heaven for you, who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, even if now for a little
while you have had to suffer various trials, so that the genuineness of your faith—being
more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to
result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Although you have
not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in
him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, for you are receiving the
outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



*Gospel Acclamation
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Our hearts burn with - in us as youopento us the scriptures.

*Gospel: John 20:19-31

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 20" chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send you.” When he
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are
retained.”

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when
Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to
them, “Unless | see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of
the nails and my hand in his side, | will not believe.”

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace
be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach
out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him,
“‘My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not
written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is
the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon .................ccccoooooiiiiiiiiiiii e Rev. Becky Sells

YT 110 o PSPPSR Rev. Becky Sells



Hymn of the Day: “Touch That Soothes and Heals”

ACS 939

ones I died to

Text: Mary Louise Bringle,

save.”

b. 1953

Music: CIVILITY, Gregg DeMey, b. 1972
Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Music © 2008 Re:Create Music, admin. Faith Alive Christian Resources
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1 Touch that soothes and heals the hurt ing, hands that
2 Feed the hun - gry, clothe the na ked, vis - it
3 Love and serve with - out  dis tinc tion all earth’s
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break a loaf of bread; steps that walk be - side the
ones in need of -care, give the home less warmth and
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*The Nicene Creed

L: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust
and hope, we confess our faith.
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father,;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession

L: United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world,
and all in need.

A brief silence.



God of rebirth, the good news of your resurrection brings refreshment to a weary world.
Following the women at the tomb, empower us to boldly share your radical love
through our words and our work. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

As you breathed your Spirit into the disciples, breathe your spirit of healing upon all
creation. Nourish the earth with sufficient rains. Strengthen us to counter the effects of
pollution and destruction. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You prepared the disciples for their ministry by calming their fears and granting them
your peace. Equip our communities’ leaders. Give them a spirit of peace and hearts
that burn for justice, that their leadership reflects your love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You come among us in unexpected ways. Send us to those who hide in fear or
guestion your love. Be a healing presence for any isolated by addiction, incarceration,
mental illness, chronic pain, sickness, or grief. We especially pray for those on our
prayer lists and the names of those we lift up to you in our hearts now....Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

As you met the disciples on the road to Emmaus, show us your presence along our
journeys. Bless our doubts and questions. Provide trusting and safe relationships for all
ages, to nurture our connection to you and one another. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Resurrecting God, you bring us to new life every day. Thank you for blessing us with
companions on our faith journey, especially those who now rest in your love.
Strengthen us with the eternal peace of your promises. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you,
almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.

Please be seated.

Offering

L: We are called to reflect on how we are giving back to God for all the blessings God
has given us. This includes continuing to financially support the church and its mission,
along with considering how we might be called to give and use our time and talents to
further God’s kingdom here on earth.



Gifts may placed in the offering plate located in the back of the sanctuary or may be given
electronically at www.lord-of-love.org. Children may come forward to put their offering in the noise jar.

Offertory
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and re - new a right spir - it with - in me.

*Offertory Prayer

P: Let us pray.

Generous God,

in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the earth.
In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this
wine pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

*The Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*Words of Institution

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of

our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;

who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so,
with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth
and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and

seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*Holy, Holy
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God of might, heav-en and earth are full of your
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we
proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts
of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for
the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with
sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and
forever.

Amen.

*The Lord’s Prayer

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

Communion Invitation

P: In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet.
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Lamb of God
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of the world; have mer-cy on

Communion

*Post-Communion Prayer
P: Living God, as the disciples ate and drank with their risen Lord, we have been
nourished with the very presence of Christ. Through this meal may we be strengthened
to keep your word and to proclaim the power of your love in Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.

*Benediction
P: The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and your

minds in ++ Christ Jesus.

Amen.

*Sending Song: “Thine Is the Glory”

*Dismissal

L: Go in peace. Serve the Risen One.
Thanks be to God!

Ringing of the Bell

Postlude
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world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
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Liturgical text from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24833.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Hymns reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3067941 and One License No. A-732551. All rights reserved.
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