
Good Friday 

April 7, 2023 
 

 

Mercy in the Cross 
God made us alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that 

stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. Colossians 2:13-14 

 

 

 

Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134 

“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others” 

 

Worship 7:00 p.m. 
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*Call to Worship Isaiah 53:4-9  

P Surely he has borne our infirmities 

 and carried our diseases; 

 yet we accounted him stricken, 

 struck down by God, and afflicted. 
 

 But he was wounded for our transgressions, 

 crushed for our iniquities; 

 upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 

 and by his bruises we are healed. 
 

 All we like sheep have gone astray; 

 we have all turned to our own way, 

 and the LORD has laid on him 

 the iniquity of us all. 
 

 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 

 yet he did not open his mouth; 

 like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 

 and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 

 so he did not open his mouth. 
 

 By a perversion of justice he was taken away. 

 Who could have imagined his future? 

 For he was cut off from the land of the living, 

 stricken for the transgression of my people. 

 

 They made his grave with the wicked 

 and his tomb with the rich, 

 although he had done no violence, 

 and there was no deceit in his mouth. 
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*Confession and Forgiveness 
P The scripture declares: “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to 

our own way” (Isaiah 53:6). On this solemn day we reflect upon our waywardness 
and how our sin sent Jesus to die upon the cross. 

 Most merciful God, we view our Lord Jesus nailed to the cross. We confess 
that it is our sin that condemned him to this horrific death. We acknowledge 
that our transgressions deserve eternal death for us. For the sake of Jesus 
Christ, who was crucified as the penalty for our sin, forgive us and restore us 
in righteousness. Renew us so that we honor him who died for us, to the glory 
of your holy name.  

 We cry to you for mercy. 
 Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 

         (Please silently reflect on the fact that though our sin is great, God’s mercy is greater.) 
 

 Hear the good news! God’s Word declares: “the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of 
us all” (Isaiah 53:6). In the mercy of Almighty God, his Son Jesus was given to die for 
you. For Christ’s sake God forgives you all your sins so that you might be made 
righteous through him. His mercy endures forever because his love for you is 
steadfast. 

    Amen. 

 
*Procession of the Cross 
P Behold the life-giving cross, on which was hung the Savior of the world. 
         (Silence is kept as the cross is brought in and placed on the altar) 

 

*Hymn “O Sacred Head Now Wounded” ........................................ ELW #351 
 

*Prayer of the Day 
L Let us pray. 

Gracious Lord, for us and for our salvation you were willing to be beaten, 

scourged, nailed to a cross and suffer death despite your innocence. Thank you 

for bearing the curse of our sin and for dying in our stead. In view of your mercy, 

form us by your Spirit to no longer live for ourselves but for him who died for us. 

We pray these things in the holy name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 
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First Reading: Isaiah 25:6-9 

L On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a  
feast of well-aged wines, 
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 
And he will destroy on this mountain 
the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 
the sheet that is spread over all nations; 
he will swallow up death forever. 
Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, 
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
for the LORD has spoken. 
It will be said on that day, 
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 
This is the LORD for whom we have waited; 
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Second Reading: Colossians 2:13-15 

And when you were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God 
made you alive together with him, when he forgave us all our trespasses, erasing the 
record that stood against us with its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to the 
cross. He disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a public example of them, 
triumphing over them in it. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Choir “The Bitter Cup”             Joey Hoelscher 
 

Gospel: Luke 22:63-23:49 

P: The Passion of our Lord according to St. Luke, chapters 22 and 23. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
(Please note that the bolded parts are to be read aloud by the assembly.) 
 

Now the men who were holding Jesus began to mock him and beat him; they also 

blindfolded him and kept asking him,  

"Prophesy! Who is it that struck you?" 
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They kept heaping many other insults on him. 

When day came, the assembly of the elders of the people, both chief priests and 

scribes, gathered together, and they brought him to their council. They said,  

"If you are the Messiah, tell us."  

He replied, "If I tell you, you will not believe; and if I question you, you will not 

answer. But from now on the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the power 

of God." All of them asked,  

"Are you, then, the Son of God?"  

He said to them, "You say that I am." Then they said,  

"What further testimony do we need? We have heard it ourselves from his own 

lips!" 

Then the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus before Pilate. They began to 

accuse him, saying,  

"We found this man perverting our nation, forbidding us to pay taxes to the 

emperor, and saying that he himself is the Messiah, a king."  

Then Pilate asked him, "Are you the king of the Jews?" He answered, "You say 

so." Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, "I find no basis for an 

accusation against this man." But they were insistent and said, 

 "He stirs up the people by teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee where he 
began even to this place." 
 

When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. And when he 
learned that he was under Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him off to Herod, who was 
himself in Jerusalem at that time. When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he 
had been wanting to see him for a long time, because he had heard about him and 
was hoping to see him perform some sign. He questioned him at some length, but 
Jesus gave him no answer. The chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently 
accusing him. Even Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked 
him; then he put an elegant robe on him, and sent him back to Pilate. That same day 
Herod and Pilate became friends with each other; before this they had been enemies. 
 

Please Stand 

Pilate then called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the people, and said to 

them, "You brought me this man as one who was perverting the people; and here I 

have examined him in your presence and have not found this man guilty of any of your 

charges against him. Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us. Indeed, he has 

done nothing to deserve death. I will therefore have him flogged and release him." 

Then they all shouted out together,  

"Away with this fellow! Release Barabbas for us!"  
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(This was a man who had been put in prison for an insurrection that had taken place in 

the city, and for murder.) Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed them again; but 

they kept shouting,  

"Crucify, crucify him!"  

A third time he said to them, "Why, what evil has he done? I have found in him no 

ground for the sentence of death; I will therefore have him flogged and then release 

him." But they kept urgently demanding with loud shouts that he should be crucified; 

and their voices prevailed.  

So Pilate gave his verdict that their demand should be granted. He released the man 

they asked for, the one who had been put in prison for insurrection and murder, and he 

handed Jesus over as they wished. 

Please be seated. 

 As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming from the 

country, and they laid the cross on him, and made him carry it behind Jesus. A great 

number of the people followed him, and among them were women who were beating 

their breasts and wailing for him. But Jesus turned to them and said, "Daughters of 

Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. For the 

days are surely coming when they will say, 'Blessed are the barren, and the wombs 

that never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.' Then they will begin to say to the 

mountains, 'Fall on us'; and to the hills, 'Cover us.' For if they do this when the wood is 

green, what will happen when it is dry?" 

Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him.  

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with 

the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. [Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive 

them; for they do not know what they are doing."] And they cast lots to divide his 

clothing. And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying,  

"He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen 

one!"  

The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, and saying,  

"If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!"  

There was also an inscription over him, "This is the King of the Jews." 

One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying,  

"Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!"  

But the other rebuked him, saying, "Do you not fear God, since you are under the 

same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we 

are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing 

wrong." Then he said,  
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"Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom."  

Jesus replied, "Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise." 

It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the 

afternoon, while the sun's light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in 

two. Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, "Father, into your hands I commend 

my spirit." Having said this, he breathed his last. When the centurion saw what had 

taken place, he praised God and said,  

"Certainly this man was innocent."  

And when all the crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle saw what had 

taken place, they returned home, beating their breasts. But all his acquaintances, 

including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching 

these things. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon ............................................................................................... Rev. Becky Sells 

 

Hymn “Ah, Holy Jesus”…………………………………………………………….ELW #349 

 

Bidding Prayers 

L  Let us pray, brothers and sisters, for the holy church throughout the world. 

Silent prayer. 

P  Almighty and eternal God, you have shown your glory to all nations in Jesus Christ. 
By your Holy Spirit guide the church and gather it throughout the world. Help it to 
persevere in faith, proclaim your name, and bring the good news of salvation in Christ 
to all people. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

L  Let us pray for our bishops, our pastor, for and all servants of the church, and for all 
the people of God. 

Silent prayer. 

P  Almighty and eternal God, your Spirit guides the church and makes it holy. 
Strengthen and uphold our bishops, pastors, other ministers, and lay leaders. 
Keep them in health and safety for the good of the church, and help each of us in our 
various vocations to do faithfully the work to which you have called us. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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L  Let us pray for those preparing for baptism. 

Silent prayer. 

P Almighty and eternal God, you continue to bless the church. Increase the faith and 
understanding of those preparing for baptism. Give them new birth as your children, 
and keep them in the faith and communion of your holy church.  We ask this through 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

L  Let us pray for our sisters and brothers who share our faith in Jesus Christ. 

Silent prayer. 

P  Almighty and eternal God, you give your church unity. Look with favor on all who 
follow Jesus your Son. Make all the baptized one in the fullness of faith, and keep us 
united in the fellowship of love. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

L  Let us pray for the Jewish people, the first to hear the word of God. 

Silent prayer. 

P  Almighty and eternal God, long ago you gave your promise to Abraham and your 
teaching to Moses. Hear our prayers that the people you called and elected as your 
own may receive the fulfillment of the covenant’s promises. We ask this through Christ 
our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

L  Let us pray for those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ. 

Silent prayer. 

P  Almighty and eternal God, gather into your embrace all those who call out to you 
under different names. Bring an end to inter-religious strife, and make us more faithful 
witnesses of the love made known to us in your Son. We ask this through Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 

L  Let us pray for those who do not believe in God. 

Silent prayer. 

P  Almighty and eternal God, you created humanity so that all may long to know you 
and find peace in you. Grant that all may recognize the signs of your love and grace in 
the world and in the lives of Christians, and gladly acknowledge you as the one true 
God. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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L  Let us pray for God's creation. 

Silent prayer. 

P  Almighty and eternal God, you are the creator of a magnificent universe. Hold all the 
world in the arms of your care and bring all things to fulfillment in you. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

L  Let us pray for those who serve in public office. 

Silent prayer. 

P  Almighty and eternal God, you are the champion of the poor and oppressed. 
In your goodness, give wisdom to those in authority, so that all people may enjoy 
justice, peace, freedom, and a share in the goodness of your creation. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

L  Let us pray for those in need. 

Silent prayer. 

P  Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the weary and new courage to those 
who have lost heart. Heal the sick, comfort the dying, give safety to travelers, free 
those unjustly deprived of liberty, and deliver your world from falsehood, hunger, and 
disease. Hear the prayers of all who call on you in any trouble, that they may have the 
joy of receiving your help in their need. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver 

us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

Hymn: “Were You There”............................................................................ ELW #353  

The congregation exits the church in silence,  

contemplating the death of Christ and anticipating his resurrection on Easter. 
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“In View of God’s Mercy”  

2023 Holy Week Plans Remaining 
 

Prayer Vigil Friday/Saturday, from 8:30pm-9am 
-You can sign up on in the e-news to pray for 30 minutes 

 
Community Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 8th at 10am 

 

Easter Sunday, April 9th at 9am .............. “Mercy at the Empty Tomb” 

Easter Youth Continental Breakfast offered from 8:15 – 9:00 am  

and for 30 minutes after the service (10 – 10:30 am) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


