5th Sunday after Pentecost
July 2, 2023

Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA)
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134

“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others”

Worship 9:00 a.m.
Bold type indicates Congregational responses

Introduction

The welcome of baptism is for all God’s children. This baptismal gift sets us free from the power of sin and
death. In today’s gospel, Christ promises that the disciple who gives a cup of cold water to the little ones
serves Christ himself. From worship we are sent on our baptismal mission: to serve the little ones of this world

and to be a sign of God’s merciful welcome.
Prelude
Announcements

Ringing of the Bell



*Gathering Song: “All Are Welcome”...........cocoooiiiiiiiieeene

*Greeting

ELW 641

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
who greets us in this and every season,
whose word never falils,

whose promise is sure.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of our neighbors.

Merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned.

We have hurt our community.

We have squandered your blessings.
We have hoarded your bounty.

In the name of Jesus,

forgive us and grant us your mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Righteous God,

we confess that we have sinned.

We have failed to be honest.

We have lacked the courage to speak.
We have spoken falsely.

In the name of Jesus,

forgive us and grant us your mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst.
God offers boundless grace when we falil.
Claim the gift of God’s mercy:

you are freed and forgiven

in the name of + Jesus Christ.

Amen.



*Hymn of Praise
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we hon - or and a - dore you, our great and might-y  Lord.

*Prayer of the Day

L: Let us pray.

O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy
reshape the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve one
another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.

Special Music “Just a Closer Walk with Thee”...........ccocoviiiiiiiiiennnnnn. arr. David Keown
Claudia Rowen & Nadine Rowen



First Reading: Jeremiah 28:5-9

L: The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests
and all the people who were standing in the house of the Lord; and the prophet
Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the Lord do so; may the Lord fulfill the words that you have
prophesied, and bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the
Lord, and all the exiles. But listen now to this word that | speak in your hearing and in
the hearing of all the people. The prophets who preceded you and me from ancient
times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many countries and great
kingdoms. As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet
comes true, then it will be known that the Lord has truly sent the prophet.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Romans 6:12-23

L: Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their
passions. No longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but
present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and
present your members to God as instruments of righteousness. For sin will have no
dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.

What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no
means! Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves,
you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of
obedience, which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God that you, having once
been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to
which you were entrusted, and that you, having been set free from sin, have become
slaves of righteousness. | am speaking in human terms because of your natural
limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to
greater and greater iniquity, SO now present your members as slaves to righteousness
for sanctification.

When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. So what
advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end
of those things is death. But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to
God, the advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. For the wages of
sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



*Gospel Acclamation
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*Gospel: Matthew 10:40-42

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 10™ chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the twelve:] “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever
welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet in the
name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous
person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; and
whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a
disciple—truly | tell you, none of these will lose their reward.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon .................ccccoouveiiiiiiiiiiie e Pr. Becky Sells

Y] 1 10 o PP Pr. Becky Sells
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1 Build a long - er ta - ble, not a  high-er wall,
2 Build a saf - er ref - uge, not a larg - er jail;
3 Build a broad - er door - way, not a long-er fence.
4 When we lived as ex - iles, ref -u - gees a broad,
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feed - ing those who hun - ger, mak - ing room for all.
where the weak find shel - fter, mer - cy will not fail.
Love pro - tects all peo - ple, spar - ing no ex pense.
Christ be - came our door - way to the reign of God.
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Feast - ing to - geth - er, strang-er turns to friend,
For an -y place  where jus - tice is de nied,
When we em - brace com - pas - sion more than fear,
So must our ta - bles wel - come those who roam.
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Christ breaks walls to piec - es; false di - vi- sions end.
Christ will breach the jail  wall, free -ing all in side.
Christ tears down our fenc - es: all are wel-come here.
None can be ex clud - ed; all must find a home.

Text: David Bjorlin, b. 1984

Music: NOEL NOUVELET, French carol
Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.



*The Apostles’ Creed

L: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust
and hope, we confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession
L: Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in need.
A brief silence.

We pray for the church. For wisdom to heed the voices of prophets in our midst who
cast a vision of God’s promised future. For courage to welcome people whom society
rejects. For resolve to serve all in need. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for creation. For all rivers, lakes, oceans, and streams. For lands experiencing
scorching heat, drought, or wildfires. For conservation organizations and environmental
activists. For scientists working on clean energy solutions. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for this nation and all nations. For presidents, governors, and legislators. For
judges, juries, district attorneys, and public defenders. For military personnel. For those
who are incarcerated. Guide us in ways of freedom that promote the common good.
God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.



We pray for those in need. For exiles, immigrants, refugees, and those seeking
asylum. For victims of harassment, torture, or abuse for any near death and for all who
grieve. for those who are ill. We especially pray for those on our prayer lists and the
names of those we lift up to you in our hearts now... God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for children. For their safety at home and in childcare settings. For their
flourishing at summer programs and camps. For the many people who care for them
including parents and grandparents; childcare workers and teachers; coaches,
counselors, and mentors; pediatricians and psychologists. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We give thanks for all the saints and prophets who have received the free gift of God,
which is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. May their lives of humble service inspire
us in faith. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

*Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please share signs of peace with one another.
Please be seated.



Offertory

Gifts may placed in the offering plate located in the back of the sanctuary or may be given
electronically at www.lord-of-love.org. Children may come forward to put their offering in the noise jar.
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*Offertory Prayer

P: Let us pray.

God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. Sustain
us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that
the world may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

*The Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

*Words of Institution

On the night he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this
for remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for remembrance of me.

*The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

Communion Invitation
P: Come. Be filled and transformed by this meal of love and grace given for you.
All are welcome.
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Lamb of God
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Communion

*Post-Communion Prayer

P: Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this
meal of grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love
and serve the world in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

*Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor -+ and give you peace.
Amen.

*Sending Song: “O Beautiful for Spacious SKI€S”..........cccccviiiieiviiiiiiieeeeeiiinnnnn ELW 888

*Dismissal

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Ringing of the Bell

Postlude
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Liturgical text from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24833.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Hymns reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3067941 and One License No. A-732551. All rights reserved.
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