13t Sunday after Pentecost
August 27, 2023

Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA)
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134

“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others”

Worship 9:00 a.m.
Bold type indicates Congregational responses

Introduction

In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for all people and that God will gather the
outcasts of Israel. The Canaanite woman in today’s gospel is a Gentile, an outsider, who is unflinching in
her request that Jesus heal her daughter. As Jesus commends her bold faith, how might our church
extend its mission to those on the margins of society? In our gathering around word and meal we receive
strength to be signs of comfort, healing, and justice for those in need.

Prelude
Announcements

Ringing of the Bell



*Gathering Song: “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”

*Greeting

............................... ELW 886

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*Kyrie

Assistant: In peace, in peace,

Refrain
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Assistant: For the Reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the
unity of all . . . (to Refrain)

Assistant: For your people here, who have come to give you praise, for the
strength to live your Word . . . (to Refrain)
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*Now the Feast
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*Prayer of the Day

L: Let us pray.

God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you.
Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and
constancy, that your name may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.

First Reading: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8

L: Thus says the LORD:
Maintain justice, and do what is right,
for soon my salvation will come,
and my deliverance be revealed.

And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD,
to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD,
and to be his servants,

all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it,
and hold fast my covenant—

these | will bring to my holy mountain,
and make them joyful in my house of prayer;

their burnt offerings and their sacrifices
will be accepted on my altar;

for my house shall be called a house of prayer
for all peoples.

Thus says the Lord Gob,
who gathers the outcasts of Israel,

| will gather others to them
besides those already gathered.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32

L: Paul writes:] | ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! | myself am an
Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not
rejected his people whom he foreknew.

For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. Just as you were once
disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, so
they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too
may now receive mercy. For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be
merciful to all.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



*Gospel Acclamation
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*Gospel: Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 15™ chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand: it is not what
goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that
defiles.” Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the
Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” He answered, “Every plant
that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. Let them alone; they are
blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a
pit.” But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” Then he said, “Are you also still
without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the
stomach, and goes out into the sewer? But what comes out of the mouth proceeds
from the heart, and this is what defiles. For out of the heart come evil intentions,
murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. These are what defile a
person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”]

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on
me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” But he did not answer
her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she
keeps shouting after us.” He answered, “| was sent only to the lost sheep of the house
of Israel.” But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” He answered,
“It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord,
yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.”
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Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you
wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly.

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon .................ccccooouviiiii i Rev. Becky Sells
Y= 6 110 T Rev. Becky Sells
Hymn of the Day: “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”............c.ccccoeevevunnnn... ELW 588
*The Apostles’ Creed

L: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust
and hope, we confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.



*Prayers of Intercession

L: Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the
church, those in need, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

O God, your Spirit gathers the church. Shepherd those who are newly baptized and
newly ordained in the proclamation of the gospel, breathe life into ecumenical and
inter-religious endeavors, and support missionaries throughout the globe. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

You created the earth and all its inhabitants and declared it good. Clean polluted skies,
seas, and soil, provide nourishment to plants and animals, and make us aware of our
impact on the environment. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You call leaders to bridge differences and practice generosity. Inspire all in authority to
protect people in harm’s way, deliver those in bondage, support fair elections, provide
care for military personnel and veterans, and show mercy to those for whom they have
responsibility. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You provide for those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. Embrace people who have
been rejected because of difference, heal trauma caused by racism or prejudice, shield
any who are persecuted, console the dying, and heal the sick. We especially pray

for those on our prayer list and the names of those we lift up to you in our hearts now...
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

O God, you journey with us in all of life’s transitions. Guide those preparing for
baptism, marriage, and retirement. Guide our church council and committees in their
visioning and ministry. Safeguard those who travel. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We give you thanks for those who now rest from their labors. Motivate us by their lives
of dedication to the gospel, until that day when we join with them in our eternal home.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the one
who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.



*Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please share signs of peace with one another.
Please be seated.

Offering

Gifts may placed in the offering plate located in the back of the sanctuary or may be given
electronically at www.lord-of-love.org. Children may come forward to put their offering in the noise jar.

4 Refrain
é #*Tl #‘ | | I L
ft— ? § N & ’ J ;/
J
As the grains of wheat once  scat-tered on the hill were
# ] | I ] ] > T
*—
) . Ai—di.j_ . a ] P
gath-ered in-to one to be-come our bread;  so may all your peo-ple from
V.9 —
11 ] ?\ Iri
& » - ¥ g =
all the ends of earth be  gath-ered in -to one in you.
g, .
i — =
A\IY ) ) . o : nd
v r | %
1 As this cup of bless-ing 18 shared with-in  our midst,
Let this be a fore-taste of all that is to come when
Refrain
D gty .
— ’
v . =
may we  share the pres - ence of your love.
all  cre - a - tion shares this feast with you.

*Offertory Prayer

P: Let us pray.

God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. Sustain
us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that
the world may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



*The Great Thanksgiving
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right to give God thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:



*Holy, Holy, Holy
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*Words of Institution

On the night he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this
for remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for remembrance of me.

*The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.

Please be seated.
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Communion Invitation
P: All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good.

Lamb of God
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1. Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world;
2. Lamb of God, you break the chains of ha-tred and fear;
3. Lamb of God, you are the way of jus-tice and peace:
4. Lamb of God, you are the way of mer-cy and love:
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grant  us peace, grant  us peace, grant  us peace.

Communion

*Post-Communion Prayer

P: We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at your banquet
table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the one who is
our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

*Benediction

P: The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed + bless,
keep, and sustain you now and to the end of the age.

Amen.

*Sending Song: “Shine, Jesus ShiNe” ..., ELW 671

*Dismissal

L: Go in peace. Share the harvest.

Thanks be to God!
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Ringing of the Bell

Postlude

Now the Feast and Celebration Liturgy
Text and Music: Marty Haugen
© 1990 GIA Publications, Inc.

Liturgical text from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24833.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Hymns reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3067941 and One License No. A-732551. All rights reserved.
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