15t Sunday after Pentecost
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Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA)
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134

“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others”

Worship 9:00 a.m.
Bold type indicates Congregational responses

Introduction

Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's gospel are often used in
situations having to do with church discipline. The prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to turn from their
ways, and Paul reminds us that love is the fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of Christ, assured that he
is present among us with gifts of peace and reconciliation.

Prelude
Announcements

Ringing of the Bell



*Gathering Song: “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”.........cccooviiiiiiiiiiviieeeeen, ELW 836

*Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*Confession and Forgiveness

P: In the name of the + triune God,
who loves us into being,

calls us to community,

and inspires us to love.

Amen.

Confronted by the law and called to life in the gospel,
let us confess our sin before God and one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God of love and community,

we confess that we have not loved as God has loved us.

We look to ourselves to fulfill your law.

We seek to satisfy our own desires.

We turn away from our neighbors and live for ourselves alone.
Teach us again your statutes

and help us to love your will,

that in and through us

your beloved community is made known.

Beloved of God,

love is the fulfillment of the law,

and in ++ Jesus, God’s love for you is made known.
Through Jesus your sins are forgiven,

and you are drawn into God'’s love and life.

Live fully, knowing that God loves you.

Amen.
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*Prayer of the Day

L: Let us pray.

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy.
Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is
harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.
Choir Anthem “Come, Christians, JoOiN t0 SiNG”.......cccooveviiiiieviiieeee e, Mark Hayes

First Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-11

L: So you, mortal, | have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a
word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. If | say to the wicked, “O
wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn
from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood | will require at your
hand. But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their
ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life.

Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our transgressions
and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we
live?” Say to them, As | live, says the Lord God, | have no pleasure in the death of the
wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from
your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel?

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Romans 13:8-14

L: Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has
fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not
murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are
summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a
neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the
night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put
on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and
drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy.
Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its
desires.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



*Gospel Acclamation
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*Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18" chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “If another member of the church sins against you, go and
point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you
have regained that one. But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with
you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If
the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to
listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.
Truly | tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly | tell you, if two of you agree on
earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For
where two or three are gathered in my name, | am there among them.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CRhildren’s Sermon .................cccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e Rev. Becky Sells

Y= 110 o T PP Rev. Becky Sells



Hymn of the Day: “God, When Human Bonds Are Broken”.............ccc.cceeuun.... ELW 603

*The Apostles’ Creed

L: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust
and hope, we confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession

L: Gathered into God’s embrace, let us lift our voices on behalf of a weary and
wounded world.

A brief silence.

God of love, send us out filled with your love and life. Be known in our daily living, that
your love may be known through our proclamation. God, we pray,
open our hands in love.

God of creation, remind us to be good stewards of your diverse and beautiful world.
God, we pray,
open our hands in love.

God of peace, fill the hearts of those who rule, govern and lead. Give them and us
compassion to guide the peoples of this world in the ways of truth, justice, equity and
peace. God, we pray,

open our hands in love.



God of healing, visit those who yearn for your wholeness, especially those on our
prayer list and those whose names and needs we lift up now.... Encourage all those
who bear another’s burdens. Give wisdom and perseverance to all who work in health
care professions. God, we pray,

open our hands in love.

God of service, give us strength and humility. In our service to those near and far,
whose needs are visible or invisible, may we find you in the faces of our neighbors.
God, we pray,

open our hands in love.

Everlasting God, support us in this life. As we honor and remember those who have
gone before us as examples of faithful living, inspire us to live out our own baptismal
calling amongst others until you call us home to you. God, we pray,

open our hands in love.

Into your wounded hands of love, O God, we place all our prayers, trusting in your
mercy through the Crucified and Risen One Jesus.
Amen.

*Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please share signs of peace with one another.
Please be seated.



Offering

If you wish to give an offering, you may place it in the offering plate located in the back of the
sanctuary or give electronically at www.lord-of-love.org. Children may come forward to put their
offering in the noise jar during this song.
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*Offertory Prayer

P: Let us pray.

God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to the
table, that all might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ,
our Savior. Amen.

*The Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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*Holy, Holy, Holy
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*Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

*The Lord’s Prayer

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.

Please be seated.



Communion Invitation
P: Jesus invites you to the table. The gifts of God for the people of God. Come.

Lamb of God
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.

Communion

*Post-Communion Prayer

P: Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the
joy and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to
your banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.

*Celebration of Vocation and Blessings of Hands for Ministry
P: We are called to proclaim the good news:
God is at work!

This good news is not left in some history long ago or a place far away:
God is at work in the world still today!

In us and through us, God is glorified in our work. When we offer a helping hand, God
is praised. When we share of our abundance, God is known in the world.
God is at work in us!

In our service today, and in our daily lives, let us live out what God has called us to in
baptism.
God is at work through our hands!
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*Sending Song: “God’s Work, Our Hands” ...............cccccoeiiiiiiiiiiiiiniccee e ACS 1000

You may come forward to receive a blessing/anointing of your hands. The backs will be crossed with, “God
bless your hands and your work,” And the palms with, “that through you God'’s love may be known.”
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*Dismissal

L: Go in peace. God is at work in you.
Thanks be to God!

Ringing of the Bell

Postlude

We Come to the Hungry Feast

Text: Ray Makeever, b. 1943

Music: HUNGRY FEAST, Ray Makeever

Text and music © 1982 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

God’s Work, Our Hands

Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954

Music: EARTH AND ALL STARS, David N. Johnson, 1922-1987

Text © 2019 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Music © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Liturgical text from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24833.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Hymns reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3067941 and One License No. A-732551. All rights reserved.
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