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Introduction 

In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come, when God will wipe away death forever. In 

Jesus’ parable about a great banquet, those invited do not come, so the invitation is extended to others. 

In our liturgy God spreads a table before us. Even amid anxiety and hardship we rejoice in the peace of 

God which surpasses all understanding. With great joy we feast at the table of the Lord, and we go forth 

to share the wonderful invitation with others hungering and thirsting for the abundant life of God. 

Prelude 

Announcements 

Ringing of the Bell 
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*Gathering Song: “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” .................................... ELW 502 

*Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

*Confession and Forgiveness 

P: In the name of the + triune God,  

who loves us into being, 

calls us to community,  

and inspires us to love. 

Amen. 

Confronted by the law and called to life in the gospel,  

let us confess our sin before God and one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of love and community, 

we confess that we have not loved as God has loved us.  

We look to ourselves to fulfill your law. 

We seek to satisfy our own desires.  

We turn away from our neighbors and live for ourselves alone. 

Teach us again your statutes  

and help us to love your will,  

that in and through us 

your beloved community is made known. 

Beloved of God, 

love is the fulfillment of the law, 

and in ☩ Jesus, God’s love for you is made known.  

Through Jesus your sins are forgiven, 

and you are drawn into God’s love and life.  

Live fully, knowing that God loves you. 

Amen.  
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*Kyrie 
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*Prayer of the Day  

L: Let us pray. 

Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out 

your life with abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what 

is honorable, just, and pure, and transform us into a people of righteousness 

and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

Choir Anthem “Brother James’ Air” .......................................................... Gordon Jacob 

 

Psalm: Psalm 23 

The LORD is my shepherd; 

  I shall not be in want. 

 The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 

  and leads me beside still waters. 

 You restore my soul, O LORD, 

  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 

 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  

 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 

 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  

 

Second Reading: Philippians 4:1-9 

L: My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in 

the Lord in this way, my beloved. 
 

 I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and I ask 

you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in 

the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose 

names are in the book of life. 

 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known 

to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer 

and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the 

peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus. 
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 Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever 

is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and 

if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things 

that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace 

will be with you. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation  

 
 

*Gospel: Matthew 22:1-14 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 22nd chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may be 

compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call 

those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again 

he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared 

my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; 

come to the wedding banquet.’ But they made light of it and went away, one to his 

farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and 

killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and 

burned their city.  
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Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not 

worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding 

banquet.’ Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, 

both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. 

 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not 

wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a 

wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind 

him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping 

and gnashing of teeth.’ For many are called, but few are chosen.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Children’s Sermon ............................................................................. Rev. Becky Sells 

 

Sermon ............................................................................................... Rev. Becky Sells 
 
Hymn of the Day: “Now We Join in Celebration” ............................................ ELW 462 

 

*The Apostles’ Creed 

L: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust 
and hope, we confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
 
*Prayers of Intercession 

L: Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let us pray for the church, 
the world, and all in need. 
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A brief silence. 

For the church of Jesus Christ in this and every land, that all followers of Christ share 
the mind of Christ and strive to live together in peace, staying firm in the Lord. God of 
grace, 
hear our prayer. 

For green pastures and still waters and all the beauty of the natural world, that creation 
flourishes and humankind lives in right relationship with all you have made. God of 
grace, 
hear our prayer. 

For the nations of the world and all who hold positions of authority, that they govern in 
accordance with God’s vision of justice, providing shelter and refuge to all in need, 
striving toward the goal of peace and prosperity for all. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

For all experiencing valleys of illness and grief, that they be healed and comforted and 
find rest in the presence of the Good Shepherd who walks beside them. We especially 
pray for those on our prayer list and the names of those we lift up to you in our hearts 
now…. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

For this community of believers, that wherever there is conflict or discord, the love of 
Christ may keep us united and make us mindful of all that is true, honorable, just, pure, 
pleasing, commendable, and excellent. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

In thanksgiving for the beloved saints who now rest in your mercy, that their faithful 
witness guides your church until the day we join them at your heavenly feast. God of 
grace, 
hear our prayer. 

Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
unending love and amazing grace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
*Peace 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
Please share signs of peace with one another. 
Please be seated. 
 

Offering    

If you wish to give an offering, you may place it in the offering plate located in the back of the 
sanctuary or give electronically at www.lord-of-love.org. Children may come forward to put their 
offering in the noise jar during this song. 
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*Offertory Prayer 

P: Let us pray. 
God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to the 
table, that all might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior. Amen. 
 
*The Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
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*Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

*Words of Institution 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 

thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.  
 

*The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver 

us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

Communion Invitation 

P: Jesus invites you to the table. The gifts of God for the people of God. Come. 
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Lamb of God 

 
 
Communion 
 
*Post-Communion Prayer 

P: Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the 
joy and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to 
your banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
*Benediction  

P: The God of glory, ☩ Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in 

you, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
*Sending Song: “Sent forth by God’s Blessing” .............................................. ELW 547 

 

*Dismissal 

L: Go in peace. God is at work in you. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
Ringing of the Bell 
 
Postlude 
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We Come to the Hungry Feast 

Text: Ray Makeever, b. 1943 

Music: HUNGRY FEAST, Ray Makeever 

Text and music © 1982 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 

Liturgical text from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24833. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

Hymns reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3067941 and One License No. A-732551. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 


