First Sunday of Advent

Why Wait?! “Come Now”
December 3, 2023
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Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA)
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134

“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others”

Worship 9:00 a.m.
Bold type indicates Congregational responses

Introduction

Stir up your power, and come! The psalmist’s plea in Psalm 80:2 has become familiar to us in the Advent
prayers. Isaiah wants God to rip the heavens open. Both cry out for an apparently distant, angry God to show
up, to save, to restore. When we hear Jesus describing the coming of the Son of Man with stars falling from
heaven, it can sound dire and horrible, not like anything we would ever hope for. But when we really look at the
suffering of people God loves, we can share the hope that God would tear open the heavens and come.

Prelude
Announcements

Ringing of the Bell



*Gathering Song: “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding!”...........ccccooevviiiveennnnn. ELW 246

*Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*Confession and Forgiveness

P: God, strengthen our hearts as we prepare to seek your forgiveness. We know that
we need you now. Creator, Sibling, and Friend open our weary eyes to the truth

that we are your beloved children for whom you have been poured out. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
(Silence is kept for reflection)

Gracious God,

We confess that we are often complacent
when we are called to actively seek your face.
Our souls are sleeping when you

have called us to pray.

Awaken us, Holy Spirit! Amen.

Alleluia! Christ is with us. Your sins are forgiven + through the amazing grace of
our God who never sleeps, continually pouring out unconditional love for us all.
Almighty and Triune God, enliven our hearts during this Advent season. Amen.

*Kyrie
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.

*Lighting of the Advent Wreath

L: By the light of this first candle we are roused from our slumber, crying out, “Come now,
blessed Jesus!” We are hopeful for a world awake and full of your love. Shake us up. Let
us not be found sleeping when our neighbors are in need. Holy Spirit, enliven our beings
that we may share the gospel of your liberating love poured out upon all of your children.
May none despair, without hope, on our watch. In the Name of the Father,

Son, + and Holy Spirit, Amen.



*Prayer of the Day
L: Let us pray.

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken
us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the
coming of your new day, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

Choir Anthem “Come Now, O Prince of Peace”...........cocovviviunennn..

Psalm: Psalm 80:1-7,17-19

L: Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock;
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.

In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh,
stir up your strength and come to help us.

Restore us, O God;

let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.

O LorD God of hosts,

how long will your anger fume when your people pray? R
You have fed them with the bread of tears;

you have given them bowls of tears to drink.

You have made us the derision of our neighbors,

and our enemies laugh us to scorn.

Restore us, O God of hosts;

let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.

Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand,

the one you have made so strong for yourself. R

And so will we never turn away from you;

give us life, that we may call upon your name.

Restore us, O LorD God of hosts;

let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9

Jeremy Bankson

L: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

| give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been
given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech
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and knowledge of every kind—just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened
among you—so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the
revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you
may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were
called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation
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You have the words of e - ter - nal Iife. Al -le - lu - 1a.

*Gospel: Mark 13:24-37

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 5" chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said:] “In those days, after that suffering,
the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light,
and the stars will be falling from heaven,
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then
he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of
the earth to the ends of heaven.

“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts
forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things
taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly | tell you, this
generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth
will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son,
but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It
is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge,
each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore,
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keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the
evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep
when he comes suddenly. And what | say to you | say to all: Keep awake.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon

Rev. Becky Sells
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1 Come now, O God, when our love 1s for-sak - en.
2 Come, when we squan - der the free - dom you gave us.
3 Come, put an end to our self - serv-ing mad - ness.
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Come, when our bed - rock of faith has been shak - en.
Come, break the sys - tems of sin that en- slave  us.
Come, while the world is en - shroud - ed in sad - ness.
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Come, though we won - der if you can still save us.
Come, turn the tears of our mourn-ing to glad - ness.
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Come, Em - man - u - el. Come, Em-man - u - el.
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Blessing of the New Advent Wreath and Nativity Scene

*The Apostles’ Creed

L: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust
and hope, we confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession

L: With hope and expectation, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all
who await God’s day of restoration.

A brief silence.

Call your church into holy fellowship as we await the restoration of all things.

Reenergize your faithful people to live with hope and compassion, especially those
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who serve as missionaries near and far. Center us on your promise to come among us
and make all things new. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

All creation signals your presence, O God: the vastness of the cosmos, the turn of the
seasons, and living things that both rest and flourish. Rekindle our commitment to care
for the earth. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Let the nations tremble at your holy presence, that justice and liberation prevail in all
corners of the earth. Restore peace to nations in conflict, teach righteousness to
corrupt leaders and systems, and bring stability to areas facing uncertain futures.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Enrich the spirits of all who feel hopeless, fearful, or despairing. Stay close to those
who await healing or relief. We remember before you those on our prayer list and the
names of those we lift up to you in our hearts now... Deliver all in any need. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

Be with those who keep awake at night: nurses working overnight shifts, caregivers of
newborns and aging adults, stargazers, those who are anxious, or those who are
traveling. Reveal to all that the dark can be a place of calm and comfort filled with your
presence. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You have sent out your angels and gathered your faithful people from every time and
place, calling them into one fellowship of saints. Bless the witness of those who dwell
in your eternal presence. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Listen to these and all our prayers, O God of hosts, and restore us with your great and
everlasting mercy.
Amen.

*Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please share signs of peace with one another.
Please be seated.



Offering

If you wish to give an offering, you may place it in the offering plate located in the back of the
sanctuary or give electronically at www.lord-of-love.org. Children may come forward to put their
offering in the noise jar during this song.

0 |

I{ i_)p| F . P I —-I T — | I
_@_L‘ ! !/\ & d ‘I‘ Y [ | o |
J S
Let the vine-yards  be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
01
Yy D
y s | =
Oy o » : N
J -+
bless -ing. Gath - er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, that
0 J —
y s : I
'LjQV g m—" 5 "
we may be fed with the bread of life. Gath-er the hopes and dreams of
0|
Yy D =
= | .
\JV . -"‘ 2 "‘:// I_
all; u - nite them with the prayers we of - fer. Grace our ta - ble
9-b . =
7 4 — —
@_H ‘_d ] el
/ * -

with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

*Offertory Prayer

P: Let us pray.

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish
your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, so all

may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

*The Great Thanksgiving
P: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.



*Thanksgiving at the Table

P: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,

the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup

we remember your Word dwelling among us,

full of grace and truth.

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.

Bless this meal.

May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.

Fill us with your light.

Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,

Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,

one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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*The Lord’s Prayer

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

Communion Invitation

P: In this meal, righteousness and peace meet together.
Come, take your place at the Lord’s table. All are welcome.

Lamb of God
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Communion

*Post-Communion Prayer

P: Generous God, in bread and cup you have revealed your glory for all people to see
together. Nourished by this meal, send us out to proclaim your good news of liberation

and release, brought to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.
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*Benediction
P: The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound

in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. The God of all grace *+ bless you now and
forever.
Amen.

*Sending Song: “Soon and Very SO0N”........ccoiiiiiiiii e ELW 439

*Dismissal

L: Go in peace and hope. Keep awake.
Thanks be to God!

Ringing of the Bell

Postlude

Come Now, O God

Text: David Bjorlin, b. 1984

Music: LOST IN THE NIGHT, Finnish folk tune

Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Liturgical text from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24833.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Hymns reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3067941 and One License No. A-732551. All rights reserved.

Why Wait?! Advent In A Box Volume 1 Liturgy. Copyright 2023 Church Anew.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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