Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
January 28, 2024

Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA)
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134

“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others”

Worship 9:00 a.m.
Bold type indicates Congregational responses.

Introduction

In Deuteronomy God promises to raise up a prophet like Moses, who will speak for God; in Psalm 111 God
shows the people the power of God’s works. For the church these are ways of pointing to the unique
authority people sensed in Jesus’ actions and words. We encounter that authority in God’s word, around
which we gather, the word that prevails over any lesser spirit that would claim power over us, freeing us
to follow Jesus..

Prelude “Three PICES” ............oi i Mauer/Nagel
“Fanfare Prelude — To GOd Be the GIOry” ...........ccouuuiiiiiiiiiiii e Miller

Announcements



Ringing of the Bell

*Gathering Song: “Rise, Shine, You People”.........ccooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee

*Greeting

ELW 665

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
creator of darkness and light, word of truth,
wind sweeping over the waters.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our rock and refuge,

we pour out our hearts before you.

We have known you but have not always loved you.
We have wounded one another and sinned against you.

We have not always recognized the Holy Spirit dwelling in each of us.

Remember your covenant. Renew your creation.
Restore us, that we might proclaim your good news to all.
Amen.

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. God has spoken:

The time of grace is now. In Jesus, the reign of God has come near.
By the authority of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.

You are God'’s beloved.

Amen.



*Now the Feast

H Refrain
ﬁ#lﬁ ) ) J\/ ) J K
J N
Now the feast and «cel - e - bra-tion, all of cre - a- tion
IQ ﬂﬁﬂﬂ ! [7] ] Il\} F H' P |
l@ m ~ ) d I ‘_d d V\ y\ 5y d
sings for joy to the God of life and love and free-dom;
#
il | i
e ! J o
praiseand glo-ry for - ev - er -  more!
_,Q_#E#ﬂ S e —— -— i
IQ? " él d _‘__d d' df i )] i'
¥ | Now 1s the feast of the Lamb once slain, whose blood has
N ut . . Refrain
S e
pEE= T TS S P P S
freed and u - nit-ed us to be one great peo-ple of God.
04 #
LT A | —
i W i 1 b » ' Y
Sy 4 ? e
e ° 2 Pow - er and rich-es, wis-dom and might, all hon - or and
Refrain
04 # i ! ! ) N— ! ! _—
] »- » ’ > >
glo-ty to Christ for - ev -er
04 # I I
VY] ! ) ! )
IQ? L —7 ) d i ) —+ ] d _t
3 For God has come to dwell with us, to make us peo-ple of
Nut. Refrain
i e T —
~ |
God; to make all things new.




*Prayer of the Day

L: Let us pray.

Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service.
Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.

Choir Anthem “ReEjJOICE”..........ui i Craig Courtney

First Reading: Deuteronomy 18:15-20

L: [Moses said:] The LoRrD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among
your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. This is what you requested of

the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If | hear the
voice of the LOrRD my God any more, or ever again see this great fire, | will die.” Then
the LORD replied to me: “They are right in what they have said. | will raise up for them a
prophet like you from among their own people; | will put my words in the mouth of the
prophet, who shall speak to them everything that | command. Anyone who does not
heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, | myself will hold
accountable. But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes
to speak in my name a word that | have not commanded the prophet to speak—that
prophet shall die.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13

Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.”
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. Anyone who claims to know something does
not yet have the necessary knowledge; but anyone who loves God is known by him.

Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world
really exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” Indeed, even though there may be
so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many
lords—yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom
we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom
we exist.

It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so
accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an
idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. “Food will not bring us close to God.”
We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. But take care that this
liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. For if others
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see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since
their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to

idols? So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are

destroyed. But when you thus sin against members of your family, and wound their
conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. Therefore, if food is a cause of their
falling, I will never eat meat, so that | may not cause one of them to fall.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation
Congregation:
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*Gospel: Mark 1:21-28

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 15 chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered
the synagogue and taught. They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as
one having authority, and not as the scribes. Just then there was in their synagogue a
man with an unclean spirit, and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of
Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? | know who you are, the Holy One of

God.” But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” And the
unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. They were
all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with
authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” At once his
fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



Rev. Becky Sells

Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953

Music: CONSOLATION, A. Davisson, Kentucky Harmony, 1816; arr. Theodore A. Beck, 1929-2003

Text © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
Arr. © 1969 Concordia Publishing House, cph.org. All rights reserved.
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Installation of 2024 Church Council Members
*The Apostles’ Creed

L: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust
and hope, we confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession

L: As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on the
church, the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Loving God, we pray that your example of teaching with confidence and authority
builds up your church in love. May all church leaders and teachers honor your
instruction and model your inclusive ways. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Renewing God, we pray for all of creation, that waterways flow clean and clear, natural
spaces are protected, and our planet is healed. Let us commit to thoughtful care of the
earth. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

Justice-seeking God, we pray for those in government and community leadership, that
they lead with honor and mindfulness. May they remember their covenants and be
upright in their ways. God of grace,

receive our prayer.



Compassionate God, we pray for all in need, especially those who have known
rejection, any who struggle with long-term iliness or chronic pain, those without access
to safe housing or health care, and any who suffer. We remember before you those on
our prayer list and the names of those we lift up to you in our hearts now...

God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Still-speaking God, we pray for our congregation, for its artists and musicians, for its
educators and caregivers, that all gifts are used to care for those in need and to live
out your example of accompaniment, gospel witness, and love. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Eternal God, we remember all who have been teachers, mentors, and companions in
the church and in our lives. We trust that all who have died rest in your loving care.
God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent prayers
of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Amen.

*Peace

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please share signs of peace with one another.
Please be seated.

Offering

If you wish to give an offering, you may place it in the offering plate located in the back of the
sanctuary or give electronically at www.lord-of-love.org. Children may come forward to put their
offering in the noise jar during this song.
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*Offertory Prayer
P: Let us pray.

God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever.
You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with
these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

*The Great Thanksgiving

A ' Presider: Congregation:
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P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the
Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to
wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*Holy, Holy, Holy
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*Words of Institution

On the night he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this
for remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for remembrance of me.
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*The Lord’s Prayer
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.

Please be seated.
Communion Invitation

P: At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one. Come and see.

Lamb of God
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Communion
Distribution Music “Amazing Grace”..............couuuiiiiiiiiiiiie e /Slechta

*Post-Communion Prayer

P: Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we have
feasted on your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be your holy
people, revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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*Benediction

P: God who names you, Christ who claims you,

and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you, * bless you and remain with you always.
Amen.

*Sending Song: “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”..............cccoveeiiivineennnen. ELW 310

*Dismissal

L: Go in peace. You are God’s beloved.
Thanks be to God!

Ringing of the Bell

Postlude “Shout to the LOrd” ... Zschech/Bulla

Now the Feast and Celebration Liturgy
Text and Music: Marty Haugen
© 1990 GIA Publications, Inc.

Liturgical text from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24833.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Hymns reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3067941 and One License No. A-732551. All rights reserved.
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