Third Sunday of Easter
April 14, 2024

Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA)
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134

“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others”

Worship 9:00 a.m.
Bold type indicates Congregational responses.

Introduction

The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in which the risen Christ shares food with the
disciples, meals that are the Easter template for the meal we share each Sunday. In today’s gospel, Jesus
both shares the disciples’ food and shows them the meaning of his suffering, death, and resurrection
through the scriptures, the two main elements of our Sunday worship.

Prelude: “There is a Redeemer/When | Survey the Wondrous Cross”...... Arr. Callaway

Announcements

Ringing of the Bell



*Gathering Song: “This Joyful Eastertide”..........ccoviiiiiiiiiiii e, ELW 391

*Greeting
P: Alleluia! Christ in risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*Hymn of Praise
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1 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
2 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
3 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
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Ours the re - joic - ing for Word giv - en frame;
Ours the re - Jjoic - ing for na-ture re - claimed;
Ours the re - Jjoic - ing for spir -its a - flame;
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*Prayer of the Day

L: Let us pray.

Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your
children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the
resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

Choir Anthem “Angels Visit When We Sing”.........ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiceieeeee Tom Trenney

First Reading: Acts 3:12-21

L: [Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do
you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? The God
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has
glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of
Pilate, though he had decided to release him. But you rejected the Holy and Righteous
One and asked to have a murderer given to you, and you killed the Author of life,
whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And by faith in his name,
his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that
Is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you.

“And now, friends, | know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. In this
way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would
suffer. Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out, so that
times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the
Messiah appointed for you, that is, Jesus, who must remain in heaven until the time of
universal restoration that God announced long ago through his holy prophets.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: 1 John 3:1-7

L: See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God;
and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know
him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed.
What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him
as he is. And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.
Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You know
that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who abides
in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. Little children, let no
one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



*Gospel Acclamation
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Al-le-1u - 1ia, al - le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Repeat alleluia
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Our hearts burn with - in us as youopento us the scriptures.

*Gospel: Luke 24:36b-48

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 24" chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.” They
were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them,
“Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands
and my feet; see that it is | myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh
and bones as you see that | have.” And when he had said this, he showed them his
hands and his feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said
to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and
he took it and ate in their presence.

Then he said to them, “These are my words that | spoke to you while | was still with
you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the
psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the
scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to
rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to
be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses
of these things.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon .................ccccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e Rev. Becky Sells

Y= 110 o T PP Rev. Becky Sells



Hymn of the Day: “Touch That Soothes and Heals”
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ones I died to save.”

Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953

Music: CIVILITY, Gregg DeMey, b. 1972
Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
Music © 2008 Re:Create Music, admin. Faith Alive Christian Resources



*The Nicene Creed

L: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust
and hope, we confess our faith.
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father,;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



*Prayers of Intercession

L: Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all those in need of good news.

A brief silence.

O God our holy one, you feed our deepest hungers. As we share the holy meal that is
the body and blood of Jesus given for us, lead us to share all that we have, and find, in
generosity, abundant life. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

O God our creator, you bring forth all life on earth. Calm storms, bring water to parched
places, and protect the climate, that this planet would sustain life in all its variety. God
of grace,

hear our prayer.

O God our savior, you offer wisdom and guidance beyond all human knowledge.
Instruct lawmakers, judges, and elected officials to make decisions grounded in your
justice and care for all people. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

O God our elder, you care for all your children. Encourage those who are in times of
transition, facing the loss of old ways and routines and anticipating change. Guide
those who journey in grief, hope, and uncertainty. We especially pray for those on our
prayer list and the names of those we lift up to you in our hearts now....God of grace,
hear our prayer.

O God our center, you bring all people together in you. Help us to remember our
identity and purpose in our ministry. Move us to love our neighbors as ourselves and to
share in beloved community. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

O God our resting place, your Son Jesus promised that we are held in your love
forever. We remember our beloved who have died. As we remember and share their
love, comfort those who mourn. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.
Amen.

*Peace

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please share signs of peace with one another.
Please be seated.



Offering

If you wish to give an offering, you may place it in the offering plate located in the back of the

sanctuary or give electronically at www.lord-of-love.org. Children may come forward to put their
offering in the noise jar during this song.
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*Offertory Prayer

P: Let us pray.

Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here
be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our true vine. Amen.

*The Great Thanksgiving
P: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*Words of Institution

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of
our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so,
with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth
and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and
seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*Holy, Holy
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we
proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts
of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for
the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with
sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and
forever.

Amen.

*The Lord’s Prayer

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

Communion Invitation

P: The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come and eat at
God’s table.
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Lamb of God
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Communion

*Post-Communion Prayer

P: Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your
love. Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the
abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend.

Amen.

*Benediction

P: The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy,

and the Spirit of Easter hope F bless you now and always.

Amen.

*Sending Song: “The Strife is O’er”

*Dismissal

L: Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.

Thanks be to God. Alleluial

Ringing of the Bell

Postlude: “The Day of Resurrection”
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ELW 366

By Glyncannon



Liturgical text from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24833.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Hymns reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3067941 and One License No. A-732551. All rights reserved.
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