Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 5, 2024

Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA)
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134

“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others”

Worship 9:00 a.m.
Bold type indicates Congregational responses.

Introduction

This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of friendship. We are called to
serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s gospel, the image of servanthood is too hierarchical,
too distant, to capture the essence of life with Christ. Friendship captures the love, the joy, the deep
mutuality of the relationship into which Christ invites us. The Greeks believed that true friends are willing
to die for each other. This is the mutual love of Christian community commanded by Christ and enabled by
the Spirit.

Prelude

Announcements

Ringing of the Bell



*Gathering Song: “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”..........c.cccceeeevveiiiiiiennennnnnnn ELW 836

*Greeting

P: Alleluia! Christ in risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*Hymn of Praise
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1 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
2 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
3 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
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yours is the prom - ise, the Dbless - ing, the birth.
yours the ho - san - nas, the dy - ing, re - birth.
yours the a - noint - ing, the ra - di - ant worth.
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Ours the re - joic - ing for Word giv - en frame;
Ours the re - joic - ing for na-ture re - claimed;
Ours the re - joic - ing for spir -its a - flame;
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yours be  the glo - ry, O God, yours a - lone.



*Prayer of the Day

L: Let us pray.

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding.
Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may
obtain your promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ,
your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.
Choir Anthem “O Sing to the Lord a New Song!”..........coiiiiiiiniiiiiineecennn, Lloyd Larson

First Reading: Acts 10:44-48

L: While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the
Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in
tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, “Can anyone withhold the water for
baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” So he
ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay
for several days.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: 1 John 5:1-6

L: Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone
who loves the parent loves the child. By this we know that we love the children of God,
when we love God and obey his commandments. For the love of God is this, that we
obey his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, for whatever
Is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our
faith. Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son
of God?

This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only
but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is
the truth.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



*Gospel Acclamation
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Al-le-1u - 1ia, al - le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Repeat alleluia
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Our hearts burn with - in us as youopento us the scriptures.

*Gospel: John 15:9-17

P: The Holy Gospel according to St John, the 15™ chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “As the Father has loved me, so | have loved you; abide in my love. If you
keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as | have kept my Father’s
commandments and abide in his love. | have said these things to you so that my joy
may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as | have loved you. No one
has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if
you do what | command you. | do not call you servants any longer, because the
servant does not know what the master is doing; but | have called you friends, because
| have made known to you everything that | have heard from my Father. You did not
choose me but | chose you. And | appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last,
so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. | am giving you
these commands so that you may love one another.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon.....................ccooeieiiiiiiii e Rev. Becky Sells
Y] 1 1o ] o [P Rev. Becky Sells
Hymn of the Day: “Blest Be the Tie That BindS”..........cccccoovviiiviiiiiiiieiiiieee ELW 656

Holy Baptism for Angelika Lynn Kuhn

Presentation (from ELW, pg. 227)
P: God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through
the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death
and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one
body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for
the life of the world.
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Sponsors present the candidates:
P: Who presents this child for the sacrament of baptism?
Sponsors respond: We present Angelika Lynn for baptism.

P: Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to
have your child baptized into Christ?
Parents respond: We do.

P: As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with
responsibilities:

to live with her among God's faithful people,

bring her to the word of God and the holy supper,

teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,

place in her hands the holy scriptures,

and nurture her in faith and prayer,

so that she may learn to trust God,

proclaim Christ through word and deed,

care for others and the world God made,

and work for justice and peace.

Parents, Do you promise to help her grow in the Christian faith and life?
Parents respond: | do.

P: Sponsors, do you promise to nurture her in the Christian faith as you are
empowered by God's Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in
communion with the church?

Sponsors respond: | do.

P: People of God, do you promise to support Angelika and pray for her in her new life
in Christ?

Assembly responds: We do.

Profession of Faith

P: 1 ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the
church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
Parents/Sponsors respond: | renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?

Parents/Sponsors respond: | renounce them.
5



Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
Parents/Sponsors respond: | renounce them.

(All respond to next questions.)

P: Do you believe in God the Father?
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

| believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
and born of the virgin Mary,
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended into hell
On the third day He rose again;
He ascended into heaven,
He is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Thanksgiving at The Font
P: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise. Amen.

P: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the
sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and
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resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in
you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in
the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through
Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.

Baptism

P: Angelika Lynn, | baptize you in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

P: Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your
daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.

Sustain Angelika Lynn with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of
the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.

Amen.

Angelika Lynn, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with
the cross of Christ forever.
Amen.

Welcome

L: Jesus said, let your light so shine before others
that they may see your good works

and glorify your Father in heaven.

P: Let us welcome the newly baptized.

We welcome you into the body of Christ
and into the mission we share:

join us in giving thanks and praise to God
and bearing God's creative

and redeeming word to all the world.



*Prayers of Intercession

L: Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all those in need of good news.

A brief silence.

Your Holy Spirit falls upon all who hear the word. Fill your church with the gifts of your
Spirit and give understanding hearts to those who strengthen our commitments with
our ecumenical and interreligious partners. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

You speak and the face of the earth is renewed. Revive your creation, that habitats
and every kind of living thing might flourish. Grant us favorable weather. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Your world is divided and the nations rage. Grant wisdom and vision to world leaders,
that they may seek justice, peace, and the good of all. Strengthen international
partnerships and cooperation. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your children are in need. Comfort all those who suffer, especially those afflicted by
anxiety, depression, and mental illness and those affected by last week'’s natural
disasters. Help us to be conduits of your love in our care for one another. We
especially pray for those on our prayer list and the names of those we lift up to you in
our hearts now...God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your work is done in this place with our hands. Bless the ministries of this
congregation, that we may embody your love for the world. Inspire those who plan and
lead worship, council members, committee members, and volunteers. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Your blessed saints now rest in you. Give us thankful hearts for those who have gone
before us. At the last, bring us all together around your heavenly banquet table. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.
Amen.

*Peace

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please share signs of peace with one another.
Please be seated.



Offering

If you wish to give an offering, you may place it in the offering plate located in the back of the
sanctuary or give electronically at www.lord-of-love.org. Children may come forward to put their

offering in the noise jar during this song.

Communion servers please go to the front during offertory song.
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*Offertory Prayer

P: Let us pray.

Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here
be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our true vine. Amen.

*The Great Thanksgiving
P: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



*Words of Institution

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of
our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so,
with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth
and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and
seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*Holy, Holy
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance

of me.
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With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we
proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts
of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for
the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with
sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and
forever.

Amen.

*The Lord’s Prayer

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and

forever. Amen.
Please be seated.

Communion Invitation

P: The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come and eat at
God’s table.
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Lamb of God
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world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Communion

*Post-Communion Prayer

P: Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your
love. Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the
abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend.

Amen.

*Benediction

P: The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy,
and the Spirit of Easter hope + bless you now and always.
Amen.

*Sending Song: ‘Hallelujah! We Sing Your PraiSes”..........cccooeveviiiiiieiiiieeeennnn. ELW 535

*Dismissal

L: Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Ringing of the Bell

Postlude

Liturgical text from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24833.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Hymns reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3067941 and One License No. A-732551. All rights reserved.
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