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Introduction 

The gospel for Easter’s seventh Sunday is always taken from the long prayer Jesus prays for his followers 

in John’s gospel on the night before his death, and always includes Jesus’ desire that his followers will be 

one as he and the Father are one. This oneness is not mere doctrinal agreement or institutional unity, but 

mutual abiding, interpenetrating life, mutual love, and joy. This oneness is the work of the Spirit whom we 

have received but also await. Come, Holy Spirit! 
 

Prelude 

Announcements 

Ringing of the Bell 
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*Gathering Song: “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus!” .................................................... ELW 392 

 
*Greeting 

P: Alleluia! Christ in risen! 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 
*Hymn of Praise 

 



3 
 

*Prayer of the Day  

L: Let us pray. 
Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by the 
powerful name of Christ you protect us from evil. By your Spirit transform us 
and your beloved world, that we may find our joy in your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 

Choir Anthem “Simple Praise” ............................................................... Craig Courtney 
 

First Reading: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 

L: In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered 
about one hundred twenty persons) and said, “Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, 
which the Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for 
those who arrested Jesus—for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share 
in this ministry.” So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that 
the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the 
day when he was taken up from us—one of these must become a witness with us to 
his resurrection.” So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also 
known as Justus, and Matthias. Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you know 
everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen to take the place 
in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own 
place.” And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to 
the eleven apostles. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading: 1 John 5:9-13 

L: If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the 
testimony of God that he has testified to his Son. Those who believe in the Son of God 
have the testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God have made him a 
liar by not believing in the testimony that God has given concerning his Son. And this is 
the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son 
has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 
 

 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you 
may know that you have eternal life. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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*Gospel Acclamation 

 
 

*Gospel: John 17:6-19 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St John, the 17th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus prayed:] “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the 
world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now 
they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave 
to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came 
from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am 
not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because 
they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in 
them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming 
to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they 
may be one, as we are one. While I was with them, I protected them in your name that 
you have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one 
destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, 
and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy made complete in 
themselves. I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they 
do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. I am not asking you to 
take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. They do not 
belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your 
word is truth. As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the 
world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Children’s Sermon ............................................................................. Rev. Becky Sells 
 
Sermon ............................................................................................... Rev. Becky Sells 
 
Hymn of the Day: “O Love, How Deep” .......................................................... ELW 322 
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*The Nicene Creed 

L: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust 

and hope, we confess our faith. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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*Prayers of Intercession 

L: Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the 
church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 

A brief silence. 

You sanctify us in your truth; your word is truth. Send your church out into the world to 
spread your love and joy. Embolden all bishops, pastors, and deacons (especially) to 
be faithful ministers of your word and sacraments. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

Your creation groans under the strain of pollution. Preserve melting glaciers and 
dwindling forests. Bolster those who work for climate justice and help us all to be good 
and faithful stewards of your creation. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

Your people seek wisdom, understanding, and peace. Guide all those who govern and 
inspire them to work on behalf of the most vulnerable in our midst. Keep safe first 
responders, those serving in the military, and those whose duty it is to protect others. 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

Your children need your loving care. Protect them from all harm. Comfort those in any 
affliction. Support those who grieve and bring solace to those near death. We 
especially pray for those on our prayer list and the names of those we lift up to you in 
our hearts now...God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

Your Spirit lives within us here. Inspire the work of this congregation and unite us as 
one. Bless all the mothers in our midst, console those for whom this day is difficult, and 
gather us all under the care of your loving wings. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

Your saints dwell with you in light. Keep us ever thankful for those who have gone 
before us in faith. Inspire us by their witness. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.   
Amen. 
 

*Peace 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
Please share signs of peace with one another. 
Please be seated. 
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Offering    

If you wish to give an offering, you may place it in the offering plate located in the back of the 
sanctuary or give electronically at www.lord-of-love.org. Children may come forward to put their 
offering in the noise jar during this song. 

Communion servers please go to the front during offertory song. 

 
 

*Offertory Prayer 

P: Let us pray. 
Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here 
be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our true vine. Amen. 
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*The Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
*Words of Institution 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of 

our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 

who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, 

with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth 

and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and 

seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*Holy, Holy 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 

thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 

of me. 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we 

proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts 

of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 
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Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for 

the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with 

sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

*The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver 

us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 

forever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

 

Communion Invitation 

P: The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come and eat at 

God’s table. 

 
Lamb of God 
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Communion 
 

*Post-Communion Prayer 

P: Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your 
love. Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the 
abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. 
Amen. 
 
*Benediction  

P: The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, 

and the Spirit of Easter hope ☩ bless you now and always. 

Amen. 
 
*Sending Song: “Thine the Amen” .................................................................. ELW 826 
 
*Dismissal 

L: Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
Ringing of the Bell 
 
Postlude 
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