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Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134 

“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others” 

Worship 9:00 a.m. 

Bold type indicates Congregational responses. 

 

Introduction 

Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. Crossing all 

boundaries that would separate us, the Spirit brings the wideness of God’s mercy to places we least 

expect it—to a crowd of strangers of different lands and tongues, to dry bones, to our weak hearts. Jesus 

promises his disciples that they will be accompanied by the Holy Spirit, and that this Spirit reveals the 

truth. We celebrate that we too have been visited with this same Spirit. Guided by the truth, we join 

together in worship, and then disperse to share the fullness of Christ’s love with the world. 

Prelude  “Spirit of the Living God” ..................................................................... /Curnow 

“My Spirit Be Joyful” .................................................................................... Bach/Frasier 

Announcements 

Bell Choir  “Pass It On” ..................................................................... arr. Sandra Eithun 

Ringing of the Bell 
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*Gathering Song: “Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart” ............................ ELW 800 

 
*Greeting 

P: Alleluia! Christ in risen! 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 
*Hymn of Praise 
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*Prayer of the Day  

L: Let us pray. 
Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and your Spirit brings truth to the 
world. Send us this Spirit, transform us by your truth, and give us language to 
proclaim your gospel, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 

Choir Anthem “For the Beauty of the Earth” ............................................... Mark Hayes 
 

First Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14 

L: The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of 
the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all 
around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said 
to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” Then he 
said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of 
the LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and 
you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and 
cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I 
am the LORD.” 
 So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there 
was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and 
there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered 
them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, 
prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four 
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” I prophesied as he 
commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their 
feet, a vast multitude. 
 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 
‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore 
prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, 
and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land 
of Israel. And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring 
you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, 
and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken 
and will act, says the LORD.” 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading: Acts 2:1-21 

L: When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one 
place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, 
and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, 
appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them 
ability. 
 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 
Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each 
one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, 
they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, 
each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of 
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews 
and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking 
about God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, 
“What does this mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 
 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of 
Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I 
say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the 
morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 
 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
 and your young men shall see visions, 
  and your old men shall dream dreams. 
 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
  in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
   and they shall prophesy. 
 And I will show portents in the heaven above 
  and signs on the earth below, 
   blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
  

The sun shall be turned to darkness 
  and the moon to blood, 
   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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*Gospel Acclamation 

 
 

*Gospel: John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St John, the 15th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said,] “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the 
Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also are to 
testify because you have been with me from the beginning. 
 “I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. But 
now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you 
going?’ But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your 
hearts. Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do 
not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. And 
when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and 
judgment: about sin, because they do not believe in me; about righteousness, because 
I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; about judgment, because the 
ruler of this world has been condemned. 
 “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the 
Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his 
own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to 
come. He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All 
that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and 
declare it to you.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Children’s Sermon ............................................................................. Rev. Becky Sells 
 
Sermon ............................................................................................... Rev. Becky Sells 
 
Hymn of the Day: “Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading” ................................. ELW 401 

 

Senior Blessing of Mitchell Griffin 
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*The Nicene Creed 

L: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust 

and hope, we confess our faith. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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*Prayers of Intercession 

L: Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the 
church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for the church universal, for its ministries, and for the spread of the gospel. 
Shower your Spirit upon all who gather here in your name, the newly baptized and 
those awaiting their baptismal day, and those being called to new adventures in their 
lives of faith. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

For the earth, our precious home. We give thanks for the diversity of plant and animal 
life on our planet. Empower us by your Spirit to be wise and faithful stewards of all you 
have made. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

For the nations and those who govern. Give those in authority understanding hearts, 
that they work together to bring justice and peace on earth. Grant all who vote in 
elections wisdom and discernment. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

For those in need around the world: for victims of crimes, for victims of sexual abuse 
and exploitation, for those who are incarcerated. For all who suffer in any way. We 
especially pray for those on our prayer list and the names of those we lift up to you in 
our hearts now...God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

For this congregation and its ministries: for those who plan and lead worship, for bell 
ringers and communion servers, for liturgists and tech ministers, for all who prepare 
and clean our worship space and for those who share their gifts of music. May our 
worship be pleasing in your sight. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

We remember the faithful departed. Give us thankful hearts for those who have gone 
before us in the faith. At the last day, breathe new life into our dry bones, that we might 
feast forever with all the saints in light. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.   
Amen. 
 

*Peace 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
Please share signs of peace with one another. 
Please be seated. 
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Offering    

If you wish to give an offering, you may place it in the offering plate located in the back of the 
sanctuary or give electronically at www.lord-of-love.org. Children may come forward to put their 
offering in the noise jar during this song. 

Communion servers please go to the front during offertory song. 
 

 

 
 

*Offertory Prayer 

P: Let us pray. 
Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here 
be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our true vine. Amen. 
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*The Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 

thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 

of me. 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we 

proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts 

of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for 

the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with 

sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

*The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver 

us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 

forever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 
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Communion Invitation 

P: The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come and eat at 

God’s table. 

 
Lamb of God 

 

 
 

Communion 
 
Distribution Music “Come Holy Spirit” ...................................................... Gaither/Court 
 

*Post-Communion Prayer 

P: Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your 
love. Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the 
abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. 
Amen. 
 
*Benediction  

P: The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, 

and the Spirit of Easter hope ☩ bless you now and always. 

Amen. 
 
*Sending Song: “Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling” ................................................... ELW 582 
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*Dismissal 

L: Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
Ringing of the Bell 
 
Postlude “When the Spirit Says Sing” ................................................................... /Bulla 
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