Third Sunday of Pentecost
June 9, 2024

Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA)
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134

“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others”

Worship 9:00 a.m.
Bold type indicates Congregational responses.

Introduction

A house divided against itself cannot stand. Jesus makes this observation in light of charges that he is
possessed. He is possessed, not by a demon, but by the Holy Spirit. We who have received the Holy Spirit
through baptism have been joined to Christ’s death and resurrection and knit together in the body of
Christ. Those with whom we sing and pray this day are Jesus’ family. With them we go forth in peace to
do the will of God.

Prelude

Announcements

Ringing of the Bell

*Gathering Song: “All Are WelCome”.... ... ELW 641



*Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

*Hymn of Praise
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*Prayer of the Day
L: Let us pray.
All-powerful God, in Jesus Christ you turned death into life and defeat into

victory. Increase our faith and trust in him, that we may triumph over all evil in
the strength of the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.



First Reading: Genesis 3:8-15

L: [Adam and Eve] heard the sound of the LorD God walking in the garden at the time
of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of
the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God called to the man, and
said to him, “Where are you?” He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and |
was afraid, because | was naked; and | hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you
were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which | commanded you not to eat?” The
man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree,
and | ate.” Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?”
The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and | ate.” The LoRD God said to the
serpent,
“Because you have done this,
cursed are you among all animals
and among all wild creatures;
upon your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
| will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and hers;
he will strike your head,
and you will strike his heel.”
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1

L: Just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture—°I
believed, and so | spoke”—we also believe, and so we speak, because we know that
the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with
you into his presence. Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to
more and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.

So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner
nature is being renewed day by day. For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us
for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, because we look not at what can be
seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot
be seen is eternal.

For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from
God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



*Gospel Acclamation
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*Gospel: Mark 3:20-35

P: The Holy Gospel according to St Mark, the 3" chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus went home;] and the crowd came together again, so that [Jesus and the
disciples] could not even eat. When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him,
for people were saying, “He has gone out of his mind.” And the scribes who came
down from Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts
out demons.” And he called them to him, and spoke to them in parables, “How can
Satan cast out Satan? If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot

stand. And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. And
if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but his end has
come. But no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property without first
tying up the strong man; then indeed the house can be plundered.

“Truly | tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies they
utter; but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but
is guilty of an eternal sin”—for they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.”

Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and
called him. A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your mother and
your brothers and sisters are outside, asking for you.” And he replied, “Who are my
mother and my brothers?” And looking at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are
my mother and my brothers! Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and
mother.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon ..................cccoooouiiiiiiiiiiii e Rev. Becky Sells
YT 1110 o PSPPSR Rev. Becky Sells

Hymn of the Day: “Borning Cry” ... ELW 732



Holy Baptism for Noelle Sue House

Presentation (from ELW, pg. 227)

P: God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through
the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death
and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one
body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for
the life of the world.

Sponsors present the candidates:

P: Who presents this child for the sacrament of baptism?
Sponsors respond: We present Noelle Sue for baptism.

P: Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to
have your child baptized into Christ?
Parents respond: We do.

P: As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with
responsibilities:

to live with her among God's faithful people,

bring her to the word of God and the holy supper,

teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,

place in her hands the holy scriptures,

and nurture her in faith and prayer,

so that she may learn to trust God,

proclaim Christ through word and deed,

care for others and the world God made,

and work for justice and peace.

P: Parents, do you promise to help her grow in the Christian faith and life?
Parents respond: We do.

P: Sponsors, do you promise to nurture her in the Christian faith as you are
empowered by God's Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in
communion with the church?

Sponsors respond: We do.

P: People of God, do you promise to support Noelle and pray for her in her new life in
Christ?
Assembly responds: We do.



Profession of Faith

P: | ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the
church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?

Parents/Sponsors respond: | renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
Parents/Sponsors respond: | renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
Parents/Sponsors respond: | renounce them.

(All respond to next questions.)

P: Do you believe in God the Father?
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

| believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
and born of the virgin Mary,
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended into hell
On the third day He rose again;
He ascended into heaven,
He is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



Thanksgiving at The Font
P: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the
sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and
resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in
you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in
the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through
Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.

Baptism

P: Noelle Sue, | baptize you in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

(Prayer shawl given, laying on of hands by pastor)

P: Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your
daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.

Sustain Noelle with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the
spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.

Amen.

(She is anointed with oil in the sign of the cross)

Noelle Sue, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the
cross of Christ forever.

Amen.



Welcome

L: Jesus said, let your light so shine before others
that they may see your good works

and glorify your Father in heaven.

P: Let us welcome the newly baptized.

We welcome you into the body of Christ
and into the mission we share:

join us in giving thanks and praise to God
and bearing God's creative

and redeeming word to all the world.

*Peace

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please share signs of peace with one another.

*Prayers of Intercession

L We come before the triune God to pray for our communities, ourselves, and our
world.

A brief silence.

You reawaken our hearts to your mercy. We give you thanks for renewers of the
church in every age. Enliven the creativity and persistence of all seeking to transform
the church into a closer vision of your beloved community. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Your presence is revealed in the shade of trees, the growth of seeds into flowers, and
in the blessing of plants granting food in their right season. Heal lands scarred by
deforestation, pollution, or infestation. Teach us to cultivate the earth with respect and
reverence. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Our nations and communities are divided, O God. Teach us again to listen with
curiosity and mercy, even in disagreement. Grant us the humility to acknowledge our
hardness of heart and make us bold in modeling cooperation for the sake of the
common good. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Hear the prayers of all who cry out to you from the depths of fear, despair, or
hopelessness. With haste, rescue victims of trafficking, exploitation, and abuse, and
bless organizations and individuals who work on their behalf. We especially pray for
those on our prayer list and the names of those we lift up to you in our hearts
now...Merciful God,

receive our prayer.



Grant wisdom and clarity to all who are in seasons of discernment and transition: high
school graduates preparing for first jobs or new educational journeys, those who are
shifting careers, and those who are navigating changes in their relationships.
Accompany them with your peace. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Praise to you for our ancestors in faith who believed, spoke, and lived in you. Give us
confidence that as Jesus was raised, so we too will be raised, with all the saints, into
your everlasting presence. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, through the power of the
Spirit and the love of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Please be seated.



Offering

If you wish to give an offering, you may place it in the offering plate located in the back of the
sanctuary or give electronically at www.lord-of-love.org. Children may come forward to put their
offering in the noise jar during this song.

Communion servers please go to the front during offertory song.
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*Offertory Prayer

P: Let us pray.

God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. Sustain
us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that
the world may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

*The Great Thanksgiving
P: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

*The Lord’s Prayer

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and

forever. Amen.
Please be seated.

Communion Invitation

P: Come. Be filled and transformed by this meal of love and grace given for you.
All are welcome.
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Lamb of God
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Communion

*Post-Communion Prayer

P: Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this
meal of grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love
and serve the world in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

*Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor -+ and give you peace.
Amen.

*Sending Song: “God of Grace and God of Glory”.........ccooevviiiiviiiiviieeeeeen, ELW 705

*Dismissal

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Ringing of the Bell

Postlude

Liturgical text from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24833.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Hymns reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3067941 and One License No. A-732551. All rights reserved.
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