10t Sunday after Pentecost
July 28, 2024

Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA)
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134

“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others”

Worship 9:00 a.m.
Bold type indicates Congregational responses.

Introduction

Today is the first of five Sundays with gospel readings from John 6, the first four of which focus on Jesus
as bread of life. Today Jesus feeds thousands of people with five loaves and two fish. What we have, what
we bring to Jesus’ table, seems like it is not nearly enough to meet all the needs we see around us. But it
is not the adequacy of our supplies or our skills that finally makes the difference: it is the power of Jesus
working in the littlest and least to transform this world into the world God desires, a world where all the
hungry are satisfied.

Prelude
Announcements

Ringing of the Bell



*Gathering Song:

“I

Come with Joy”
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love laid down for me, m love laid down for me.
Christ’s com-mu - nion bread, i Christ’s com-mu - nion bread.
strang - ers now  are friends, and strang - ers now are friends.
live a - mong us here, a - live a - mong us here.
love that makes us one, the love that makes us one.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: DOVE OF PEACE, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

*Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



*Confession and Forgiveness

P: Gracious God, left to ourselves we have taken matters into our own hands and,
despite our best intentions, we have made a mess of things: our lives, the lives of
others, and of your creation. In humility and with sorrow we confess.

Silence is kept for reflection.

We have caused hurt by what we have thought, said, and done.
We have looked away from injustice.

We have remained silent in the face of wrong.

We have done wrong.

Do not stand far off, O God.

Hear us when we call.

Enter into our conflicted and anxious lives and set things right.

In Christ, God has set things right and forgiven your sins. God sent the Word made
flesh to mend what is broken, to heal what is sick, to find what is lost, and to remove
every obstacle that stands between us and God.

Amen.
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*Prayer of the Day

L: Let us pray.

Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a longing
for your word and a hunger for your truth. Grant that we may know your Son to
be the true bread of heaven and share this bread with all the world, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.

Special Music “Jesus Love Me” by William Bradbury, arr. by Catherine McMichael
played by Claudia Rowen and Andrea Sterling



First Reading: 2 Kings 4:42-44

L: A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to [Elisha,] the
man of God: twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said,
“Give it to the people and let them eat.” But his servant said, “How can | set this before
a hundred people?” So he repeated, “Give it to the people and let them eat, for thus
says the Lord, ‘They shall eat and have some left.”” He set it before them, they ate,
and had some left, according to the word of the Lord.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Ephesians 3:14-21

L: For this reason | bow my knees before the Father, *from whom every family in
heaven and on earth takes its name. | pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he
may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through his
Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted
and grounded in love. | pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the
saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of
Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far
more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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*Gospel: John 6:1-21

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 6™ chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. A
large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the
sick. Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. Now the
Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. When he looked up and saw a large
crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these
people to eat?” He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to
do. Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each of
them to get a little.” One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to
him, “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they
among so many people?” Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a
great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. Then
Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those
who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. When they were satisfied,
he told his disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be
lost.” So they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left
by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. When the people saw the sign that
he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the
world.”

When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make
him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself.

When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, got into a boat, and
started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to
them. The sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing. When they had
rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near
the boat, and they were terrified. But he said to them, “It is |; do not be afraid.” Then
they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the land
toward which they were going.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CRhildren’s Sermon .................cccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e Rev. Becky Sells
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Hymn of the Day: “Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken”..................... ACS 966
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Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., 1923-2007

Music: JOYOUS LIGHT, Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
Music © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.



*The Apostles’ Creed

L: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust
and hope, let us confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession

L: One in the communion of saints and in the power of the Holy Spirit, we join our
voices in prayer.

A brief silence.

God of generations, you work in us far more than we can ask or imagine. Bless the
church you have called into being across time and space, and fill it with the power of
the Spirit for loving service. In your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of field and forest, streams and seas, you are the fullness of all things. As grains
of wheat grow upon the earth and fish swim in the waters, sustain your creation.
Protect harvests and give every person food in due season. In your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God beyond borders, you rule all in all. Bless the work of humanitarians and
peacekeepers, shield those who live, work, or serve in harm’s way, and bring an end to
war and conflict. In your mercy,

hear our prayer.



God of healing, you open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing.
We remember any who are sick or suffering, families in our community who endure
hunger, those who seek asylum or citizenship, and our beloved for whom death is
near. We especially pray for those on our prayer list and the names of those we lift up
to you in our hearts now...In your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of grace, you root us and ground us in love. As you inspired our ancestors in this
place in their ministry, sustain us also in new endeavors, that your glory may be made
known, and your lovingkindness shared anew. In your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of all, your love in Christ surpasses all knowledge. We give thanks for the
departed who have come to know the fullness of your grace. Join our voices with theirs
and all the saints in singing your praises. In your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Holy God, holy and merciful: into your outstretched arms we commend ourselves and
all for whom we pray, trusting in the one who is the way, the truth, and the life, Jesus
Christ our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

*Peace

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please share signs of peace with one another.
Please be seated.

Offering

Gifts may be placed in the offering plate located in the back of the sanctuary or given electronically at
www.lord-of-love.org. Children may come forward to put their offering in the noise jar during this song.

Communion servers, please come forward during the offertory song.
(@ (=T (o] Y PP The Lord of Love Liturgy, p. 16

*Offertory Prayer

P: Let us pray. Merciful God,

strengthen us for work in the world, that all may come to know your grace and
love. We offer to you ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use them as you
will. Amen.



*The Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

*Words of Institution

You, O God, create and sustain all that we see, all that we touch, all that we taste. You
have blessed your people through all time with good gifts: gifts of kindness and
compassion, gifts of celebration and silence. You sent your Son, Jesus Christ, the best
gift of all, bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh, to experience our life and suffering,
reaching out to us with your love, washing away our sins.

On the night he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread and gave thanks,
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat. this is my body, given for
you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying,
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people, for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.”

*The Lord’s Prayer

P: Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

Communion Invitation
P: The gifts of God for the people of God. Come, all are welcome.
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Communion Distribution

*Post-Communion Prayer

P: Loving God, we give you thanks for this gift of yourself. Unite us with all those you
love, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

*Benediction

P: Almighty God, Creator, *+ Redeemer, and Comforter, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

*Post-Communion Song of Rejoicing..........ccceeeevvnnne.. The Lord of Love Liturgy, p. 27

*Dismissal

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Ringing of the Bell

Postlude

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Hymns reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3067941 and One License No. A-732551. All rights reserved.
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Since there was white space, | thought we would share:

Upcoming Commemorations

Johann Sebastian Bach, died 1750; Heinrich Schitz, died 1672; George Frederick
Handel, died 1759; musicians

Sunday, July 28, 2024

These three German-born musicians have done much to enrich the life of the church.
Schiitz was an early master who focused on settings of biblical texts. Bach wrote over
300 cantatas along with works for organ and instrumental pieces, and has been called
the "fifth evangelist" for the way he proclaimed the gospel in music. Handel's great
work, Messiah, is a setting of scriptural texts.

Mary, Martha, and Lazarus of Bethany

Monday, July 29, 2024

Friends of Jesus, Mary and Martha are remembered for the hospitality of their home
that they offered him—Martha focused on serving their guest, and Mary on listening to
him. Their brother Lazarus was raised from the dead as a sign of the greater
resurrection to come.

Olaf, King of Norway, martyr, died 1030

Monday, July 29, 2024

Considered the patron saint of Norway, Olaf went from a life of piracy to becoming
Christian and declaring himself king of Norway. He revised the laws and tried to
administer them fairly. Driven from Norway in a rebellion, he was killed in battle trying
to regain his kingdom.
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