19t Sunday after Pentecost
September 29, 2024

Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA)
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134

“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others”

Worship 9:00 a.m.
Bold type indicates Congregational responses.

Introduction

Someone who isn’t part of Jesus’ own circle is casting out demons in Jesus’ nhame, and the disciples want
him stopped. They appeal to Jesus, as Joshua did to Moses about the elders who prophesied without
official authorization. Like Moses, Jesus refuses to see this as a threat. Jesus welcomes good being done in
his name, even when it is not under his control. The circle we form around Jesus’ word must be able to
value good being done in ways we wouldn’t do it, by people we can’t keep tabs on.

Prelude
Announcements

Ringing of the Bell



*Gathering Song: “The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing”........ccccccccceeeeeeee.... ELW 531

*Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy
endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us.

We confess that we have honored you with our lips,

but have harmed our neighbors with our tongues.

The cravings at war within us cause conflicts and disputes.

In our desire to be first we make distinctions among ourselves.
We place the needs of the poor and the suffering last.

In your great mercy, forgive us our sins.

Draw near to us with grace in time of need,

and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

God promises to forgive our iniquity and to remember our sin no more.

By grace you have been saved.

In the name of *+ Jesus Christ, the source of eternal healing, your sins are forgiven.
Amen.

*Hymn of Praise
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*Prayer of the Day

L: Let us pray.

Generous God, your Son gave his life that we might come to peace with you.
Give us a share of your Spirit, and in all we do empower us to bear the name of
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.

Choir Anthem “Cantate DOmINO” ...............ceeiiiieiiiiiieiiieee e arr. Giuseppe Pitoni



First Reading: Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29

L: The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept again,
and said, “If only we had meat to eat! We remember the fish we used to eat in Egypt
for nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; but now
our strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but this manna to look at.”

Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all at the entrances of
their tents. Then the Lord became very angry, and Moses was displeased. So Moses
said to the Lord, “Why have you treated your servant so badly? Why have | not found
favor in your sight, that you lay the burden of all this people on me? Did | conceive all
this people? Did | give birth to them, that you should say to me, ‘Carry them in your
bosom, as a nurse carries a sucking child, to the land that you promised on oath to
their ancestors’? Where am | to get meat to give to all this people? For they come
weeping to me and say, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ | am not able to carry all this people
alone, for they are too heavy for me. If this is the way you are going to treat me, put me
to death at once—if | have found favor in your sight—and do not let me see my
misery.”

So the Lord said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, whom you
know to be the elders of the people and officers over them; bring them to the tent of
meeting, and have them take their place there with you.”

So Moses went out and told the people the words of the Lord; and he gathered
seventy elders of the people, and placed them all around the tent. Then the Lord came
down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the spirit that was on him and
put it on the seventy elders; and when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied.
But they did not do so again.

Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad,
and the spirit rested on them; they were among those registered, but they had not
gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. And a young man ran and
told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” And Joshua son of Nun,
the assistant of Moses, one of his chosen men, said, “My lord Moses, stop them!” But
Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the Lord’s people
were prophets, and that the Lord would put his spirit on them!”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



Second Readings: James 5:13-20

L: Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should
sing songs of praise. Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the
church and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the
Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone
who has committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one another,
and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is
powerful and effective. Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it
might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. Then he
prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest.

My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought
back by another, you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering
will save the sinner’s soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation
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*Gospel: Mark 9:38-50

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 9" chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

John said to [Jesus], “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name,
and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not
stop him; for no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward
to speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us is for us. For truly I tell you, whoever
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gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no
means lose the reward.

“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me,
it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you
were thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for
you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable
fire. And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life
lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to
stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to
have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, where their worm never dies, and the fire is
never quenched.

“For everyone will be salted with fire. °°Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness,
how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon..................cccoooooioiiiiiiiiiiee e Rev. Becky Sells

SE@IMON...........eiiiiieee e Rev. Becky Sells
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Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953

Music: CONSOLATION, A. Davisson, Kentucky Harmony, 1816; arr. Theodore A. Beck, 1929-2003
Text © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Arr. © 1969 Concordia Publishing House, cph.org. All rights reserved.



*The Apostles’ Creed
L: With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession

L: Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with confidence for the
church, God’s good creation, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

We pray for the people of God in all places. Shape our witness to the good news of
Jesus that we joyfully share your transforming love with all whom we encounter. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for the healing of the earth. Renew oceans and seas, marshes and estuaries.
Uphold the work of conservationists, oceanographers, and all who care for fragile
ecosystems and habitats. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for peace and cooperation among local and global communities. Bless the
efforts of community organizers, international aid workers, and all those who work for
justice and peace around the world. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for all who are in any need. To all who grieve, bring consolation; to all who are
weary or lonely, bring solace. By your grace, make your presence known among all
who call to you for healing. We especially pray for those on our prayer list and the
names of those we lift up to you in our heart now...

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.



We pray for caregivers: doctors and nurses, home health aides and counselors, and
those who care for loved ones. Sustain them in their work and help us to build a health
care system that supports all. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We give thanks for the saints who now rest in your eternal presence. In thanksgiving
for their lives of faithful service and withess, we commend them to your loving care.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of your beloved
child, Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

*Peace

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please share signs of peace with one another.

Offering

Gifts may be placed in the offering plate located in the back of the sanctuary or given electronically at
www.lord-of-love.org. Children may come forward to put their offering in the noise jar during this song.

Communion servers, please come forward during the offertory song.
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*Offertory Prayer

P: Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of your creation. By these gifts and
with our lives, help us to serve one another and all in need, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

*The Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*Words of Institution

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love
you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who
preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.
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Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension we await his coming
in glory. Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may know the unity
we share with all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Through
him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours,
almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.

*The Lord’s Prayer

P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

Communion Invitation
P: Jesus welcomes you to this table. Come! All are welcome.

Lamb of God
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Communion

*Post-Communion Prayer

P: Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal and fed us with dignity at your table.
Send us now to welcome others and to be at peace with one another, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

*Benediction

P: God all mighty, God most merciful + bless you, keep you, and give you peace.
Amen.

*Sending Song: “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”................ccc........ ELW 843

*Dismissal

L: Go in peace. Follow Jesus.
Thanks be to God!

Ringing of the Bell

Postlude

Liturgical text from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24833.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Hymns reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3067941 and One License No. A-732551. All rights reserved.
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CULTIVATING LOVE
“Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in
love.” — Ephesians 3:17

The Stewardship Team has chosen “Cultivating Love” for our stewardship emphasis theme, and
Ephesians 3:17 as our key verse. We will focus these coming weeks on three aspects of Cultivating
Love:

e Cultivating Connections: Listen, share, and invite.

e Cultivating Grace: Lean into and live out the gift of Grace given by God and made real for

one and all through God and all of God’s beloved.

e Cultivating Community: Celebrate and give thanks together.
We will connect these themes to the ministries we do at Lord of Love, and how we as a congregation,
through the hands of many of us, do what is needed to provide these ministries.

Let’s review “God’s Work. Our Hands” Day, which we celebrated on Sept. 8" with others
throughout the ELCA, Cultivating Love in all of these ways.

In worship, we celebrated our connection and calling by God (vocation) to share good news with
other that God is at work still today. Then we anointed and blessed each other’s hands saying, “God
Bless your hands and your work that through you God’s love may be known.”

Following worship, we spent time using our hands to provide blessings of love and grace to others,
with the help of Thrivent Grants to do the following Projects:
e We re-packaged 200 lbs. of sugar and 175 1bs. of rice into family bags to be given to families at
Project Hope, which is where the gardeners take most of the garden’s produce to each summer.
e We made about 186 lunches for people who were hungry and experiencing homelessness.
e We tied 5 blankets to give to Project Linus, where each blanket goes to a child 0-18 who has
been seriously ill, traumatized or otherwise in need.
e We wrote Cards of Love and Care to 15 households that we thought could use a little extra love
from our community.
e We made Grandparent’s Day Crafts to give to our grandparents, thanking them for helping us
learn and grow.
And we ended our time breaking bread together and celebrating community with a delicious potluck.
What a wonderful time we had Cultivating Love all around us!
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There is a poem titled, “Server,” that fits perfectly with the idea of Cultivating Love. It is written by
Pastor Steve Garnaas-Holmes in his blog, Unfolding Light. It is based off of last week’s lesson from
Mark 9:35, when Jesus was teaching his disciples and said, “Whoever wants to be first must be last of
all and servant of all.”

SERVER

Not subservient, not inferior to others,
but helpful, in support, in service.
You’re not indentured or obligated;
you serve in love that is yours to give.
Your task today is to serve others—
not necessarily to please them,

not to save them or “fix” them,

but to offer grace, to bless them,

to set before them wholeness of life,

to open doors that set them free,

to speak a word that heals

and does not dishonor them.

Your take today is not to use or conquer others,
but to offer what love or joy you can
in service to their new life.

Today, for everyone you meet,
God is the chef of grace
and you are their server.

Good and gracious God, Thank you for the love and grace you have continued to provide for all of
your beloved children. Rooted and grounded in your love, may we continue to serve up your love and
grace to others, as you have given it to us. Amen.
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