16" Sunday after Pentecost
September 8, 2024

God’s work. Our hands.

Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA)
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134

“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others”
Worship 9:00 a.m.
Bold type indicates Congregational responses.

Introduction

James tells us to stop showing favoritism in the assembly, treating the rich visitor with more honor than the
poor one. Jesus himself seems to show patrtiality in his first response to the Syrophoenician woman in today’s
gospel. Was he testing her faith in saying Gentiles don’t deserve the goods meant for God’s children? Or was
he speaking out of his human worldview, but transcended those limits when she took him by surprise with her
reply? Either way, the story tells us that God shows no partiality. Everyone who brings a need to Jesus is
received with equal honor as a child and heir.

Prelude “Be Thou My Vision” arr. Todd Marchand
“‘Sonata from Die Bankelsangerlieder” anonymous
Announcements

Ringing of the Bell



*Gathering Song: “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”...........cccoeevvviieeennnn. ELW 886

*Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy
endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us.

We confess that we have honored you with our lips,

but have harmed our neighbors with our tongues.

The cravings at war within us cause conflicts and disputes.

In our desire to be first we make distinctions among ourselves.
We place the needs of the poor and the suffering last.

In your great mercy, forgive us our sins.

Draw near to us with grace in time of need,

and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

God promises to forgive our iniquity and to remember our sin no more.
By grace you have been saved.

In the name of ++ Jesus Christ, the source of eternal healing, your sins are forgiven.
Amen.
*Hymn of Praise
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Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God in the high - est;
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glo-ry to God, glo- ry to God, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth.
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*Prayer of the Day

L: Let us pray.

Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and
death into life. Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a people
ready to proclaim your promises to the whole world, through Jesus Christ, our

healer and Lord. Amen.
Please be seated.

Choir Anthem “For the Beauty of the Earth” Mark Hayes
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First Reading: Isaiah 35:4-7a

L: Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
“Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.”

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped,;
then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: James 2:1-17

L: My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our
glorious Lord Jesus Christ? For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes
into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, and if you take
notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to
the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” have you not made
distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? Listen, my
beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in
faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those who love him? But
you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who
drag you into court? Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked
over you?

You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.” But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted
by the law as transgressors. For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point
has become accountable for all of it. For the one who said, “You shall not commit
adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery but if
you murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. So speak and so act as those
who are to be judged by the law of liberty. For judgment will be without mercy to
anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.
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What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have
works? Can faith save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one
of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not
supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? So faith by itself, if it has no works,
is dead.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation
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*Gospel: Mark 7:24-37

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 7" chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not
want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice,but a woman
whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she
came and bowed down at his feet. Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician
origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. He said to her, “Let the
children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.”
But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.”
Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter.”
So she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.

Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea
of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. They brought to him a deaf man who had an
impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. He took him
aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat
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and touched his tongue. Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him,
“‘Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue
was released, and he spoke plainly. Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the
more he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. They were astounded
beyond measure, saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to
hear and the mute to speak.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon .................cccccoooveiiiiieieee e Rev. Becky Sells
Y= 6 110 T Rev. Becky Sells
Hymn of the Day: “Lord, of All Nations, Grant Me Grace”.............cccoeevvvneeenn.n. ELW 716
*The Apostles’ Creed

L: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust
and hope, we confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.



*Prayers of Intercession

L: Gathered into God’s embrace, let us lift our voices on behalf of a weary and
wounded world.

A brief silence.

God of love, send us out filled with your love and life. Be known in our daily living, that
your love may be known through our proclamation. God, we pray,
open our hands in love.

God of creation, remind us to be good stewards of your diverse and beautiful world.
God, we pray,
open our hands in love.

God of peace, fill the hearts of those who rule, govern and lead. Give them and us
compassion to guide the peoples of this world in the ways of truth, justice, equity and
peace. God, we pray,

open our hands in love.

God of healing, visit those who yearn for your wholeness, especially those on our
prayer list and those whose names and needs we lift up now.... Encourage all those
who bear another’s burdens. Give wisdom and perseverance to all who work in health
care professions. God, we pray,

open our hands in love.

God of service, give us strength and humility. In our service to those near and far,
whose needs are visible or invisible, may we find you in the faces of our neighbors.
God, we pray,

open our hands in love.

Everlasting God, support us in this life. As we honor and remember those who have
gone before us as examples of faithful living, inspire us to live out our own baptismal
calling amongst others until you call us home to you. God, we pray,

open our hands in love.

Into your wounded hands of love, O God, we place all our prayers, trusting in your
mercy through the Crucified and Risen One Jesus.
Amen.



*Peace

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please share signs of peace with one another.

Please be seated.

Offering

Gifts may be placed in the offering plate located in the back of the sanctuary or given electronically at
www.lord-of-love.org. Children may come forward to put their offering in the noise jar during this song.

Communion servers, please come forward during the offertory song.
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*Offertory Prayer

P: Let us pray.

Holy God, giver of all good things,

receive the gifts we bring,

fruit of the earth and the work of human hands,
that they may be used to your purposes

for life and love in the world. Amen.

*The Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*Words of Institution

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love
you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who
preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension we await his coming
in glory. Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may know the unity
we share with all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Through
him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours,
almighty Father, now and forever.

Amen
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*The Lord’s Prayer

P: Let us pray with confidence the words our Savior gave us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

Communion Invitation
P: Jesus welcomes you to this table. Come!

Lamb of God
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
Communion
Distribution Music “Jesus Loves Me” W.B. Bradbury, arr. Todd Marchand

*Post-Communion Prayer

P: Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal and fed us with dignity at your table.
Send us now to welcome others and to be at peace with one another, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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*Celebration of Vocation and Blessing of Hands for Ministry

P: We are called to proclaim the good news:
God is at work!

This good news is not left in some history long ago or a place far away:
God is at work in the world still today!

In us and through us, God is glorified in our work. When we offer a helping hand, God
Is praised. When we share of our abundance, God is known in the world.
God is at work in us!

In our service today, and in our daily lives, let us live out what God has called us to in
baptism.
God is at work through our hands!

*Benediction

P: God who sets forth the law of love,

Jesus who fulfills the law for you,

and the Spirit through whom you are called to love,
++ bless you this day,

that you may be God’s hands and heart and voice
at work in the world.

Amen.
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*Sending Song: “God’s Work, Our Hands”

ACS 1000

You may come forward to receive a blessing/anointing of your hands. The backs will be crossed with, “God
bless your hands and your work,” And the palms with, “that through you God'’s love may be known.”
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Bless, God, our hands as we work in your name,
Bless, God, our feet as we fol - low your way,
Bless, God, our voice as we speak in your name,
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*Dismissal

L: Go in peace. Blessed to serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Ringing of the Bell

Postlude “He Is Exalted” Twila Paris, arr. Paul Churnow

God’s Work, Our Hands

Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954

Music: EARTH AND ALL STARS, David N. Johnson, 1922-1987

Text © 2019 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Music © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Liturgical text from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24833.

Liturgical text used for God’s work. Our Hands. 2024 Worship Resource ©2024 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Permission is granted to reproduce material for local, non-sale use only.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Hymns reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3067941 and One License No. A-732551. All rights reserved.
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